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"'"‘|. ese Prime Minister Man Mohan Adhikari will sta
five-day official visil to India from April 10, reports Xinhua
from New Delhi.

According to local press reports, during the visit the two
sides will hold discussions on the Indo-Nepal friendship
treaty, tarifl concession to the kingdom and matters relating

lo the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation.

TV cameraman killed in Burundi:

A South African television cameraman, Francis Vincent, and a
Burundian student acting as his interpreter were killed in an
ambush near in Bujumbura late on Thursday, radiec Burundi
reported. AFP says from Bujumbura.

Vincent, who worked for the British television agency
World Television News (WTN), and his companion were ap-
parently killed by extremist Hutu militia after their vehicle
was amnbushed.
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UN to retain mission in Somalia:
The UN Security Council said on Thursday it would retain a
small political mission in Somalia to keep up international
efforts towards bringing peace to the African nation, AFP
reports from United Nations.

In a declaration adopted unanimously, the council said the
mission would be mandated to help all Somali sides, find out
common ground and build national reconciliation.

tian police kill 4 rebels: roice

kl! four su spectcd Muslim extremists on Thursday during
a sweep of a militant stronghold in southern Egypt. Two
policemen were wounded, AP reports from Cairo.

The shooting erupted when police descended on sugar-
cane fields surrounding the village of Mantout in Minya
province. 135 miles (220 kilometres) south of Cairo. police

said.

Yemen to demobilise 50,000 unggs;

Yemen is to demobilise around 50,000 soldiers as
austerity measures to overcome its economic crisis, President
Ali Abdallah Saleh announced on Thursday, AFP reports frum
Sanaa.

"We have decided within the framework of economic re-
forms to demobilise and retire some 50,000 soldiers,” he
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DPRK conducts missile test: no
Korea conducted a short-range missile test in late March by
firing it into the Sea of Japan, a Japanese government
spokesman said on Friday, AP report from Tokyo.

. Chiefl Cabinet Secretary Kozo hi said the latest test
was a short-range missile and was part of North Korea's nor-
mal training. _
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4 Nigerians beheaded in KSA: .
Nigerians were beheaded in the Red Sea city of Jeddah on
Thursday for drug trafficking, raising to 66 the number of
people executed in Saudi Arabia so far this year compared to
58 in the whele of 1994, AFP reports from Riyadh.
The Interior Ministry said two of the convicted traffickers

were caught bringing heroin into the country, hidden in their
stonach the other two were convicted for trying to sell drugs.

Czech President in Singapore:
Crzech President Vaclav Havel arrived in Singapore yesterday
for a 1wo-day working visit which is likely to concentrate on
economic and trade issues, Reuter reports from Singapore.

Havel was accompanied by Minister of Industry and Trade
Viadimir Diouhy. as well as the head of the Czech National
Bank and a deputy foreign minister,
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12 killed in Indian bus crash: a
least 12 passengers were killed when their bus crashed into a
tree near Una, in the northern Indian state of Himachal
Pradesh afler its brakes failed, Press Trust of Indja (PTI) said
yesterday, reporis Reuter from New Delhi.

PTI said nine people were killed instantly/ two died on
their way (0 the hospital and another died later in hospital.
The bus driver and conducior were among several others in-
jured in the accident. it added.

Kurd rocket kills 8 in N Iraq:

Kurdish rebels from Turkey opened rocket fire on a taxi and
killed eight local Kurds in northern Iraq, it was reporied on
Friday, AP says [rom Ankara.

The attack occurred on Thursday evening near the town ol
Zakho, Necip Calin, a local Iragi Kurdish security chief. said.
The victims of the rocket attack included four children and
one woman, Calin said.
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Heroin seized in _Slmng pore.m
seized 7.1 kilograms (15 pounds) of from a Malaysian
man's car in one of the largest drug seizures in years. it was
reported on Friday, AP says from Singapore.

Fifteen packets of the drug were discovered in several
compartments of the car on Thursday as it was being checked
at a cusloms barrier on a highway from Malaysia. the Straits
Times newspaper said. It said the narcotics has a street value
of about 1.4 million Singapore dollars (dirs | million).

4 die as boat sinks in Black Sea:.

Georgian fishing beat sank in a Black Sea storm, and four of
_thtiﬁrrﬂmtmberiwmkﬂledurdnmthcrmnnwnl
missing. the ITAR-Tass news agency reported on Friday, AP
says from Krasnodar, Russia

The Russian coast guard rescued the other 10 men on
Thursday from a raft near where the seiner went under. 13
kilometres (eight miles) offshore near the settlement of
Arkhipo-Osipovka in Russia s Krasnodar region.
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RumatoamstSudane&earmz:
Sudan and Russia on Thursday agreed to resume mili
cooperation suspended since 1971, a Sudanese armed forces
spokesman said. AFP reports from Khartoum.

Russia had agreed tp assist the Sudanese army in the
technical field and in training. and to revive previous military
agreements, during four days of talks in Khartoum involving
Sudanese and Russian armed forces delegations.

Palestinian boy killed in blast: .

lﬁm-ﬂmwmiﬂlﬂtndlymmm“
he tended his sheep in the Hebron region of the lsraeii-
occupied West Bank. hospital workers said. AFP reports from
Hebron. West Bank. !

Yussef Hamamdeh was in a field used at times by the Is-
racl army for training exercises. It was not immediately clear
what type of device caused the explosion.
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WASHINGTON, Apr 7. Pak-
istan Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's efforts to have a US
law banning aid to Pakistan re-
pealed have drawn widespread
support from US governmment
officials. lawmakers and busi-
ness leaders, reports AFP.

Republican Senate majority
leader Bob Dole said he was
impressed with Benizir's ar-
guments for lifting the so-
called Pressler Amendment,
and cvorporate executives who
signed G0 Investmenl agree-
ments with Pakistan said there
was growing awareness ol the
negative impaet of the sanc-
tions,

Benazir. on the fourth day
of a 10-day visit to the United
States. is scheduled to meet
loday wilh Delence Secretary
William Perry, who has just re-
turned from a tour of former
Soviel republics.

Higch up on their agenda
will likely figure 28F-16
ligher jets which Pakistan has

_Nﬂn -Proliferation

paid 658 million dollars for but
which have not been delivered
since Lhe Pressler Amendment
was passed in 1990.

The subjeects sure to come
up again when Benazir meets
on Monday here with US Pres-
ident Bill Clinton, who earlier
this week said that Washington
should "review the policy” and
determine whether the law is
achieving its objectives or
whether the two countries
would be a stronger force for
peace without .

The amendment was ap-
proved after then President

George Bush was unable to cer-

tify that Pakistan was not pur-
suing a nuclear weapons pro-
gramme in response to fears
that India — the neighbour
with which it has fought three
wars — has nuclear weapons.
The United States is also
interested in gaining Pak-
istan's support for an indefi-
nite extension of the Nuclear
Treaty

mam International
enazir's efforts draw widespread support

US officials, lawmakers for repeal
of Pressler Amendment

(NPT), which comes up for re-
newal next month and will be
debaled by its 175 signatories
starting ‘April 17 ai. UN head-
guarters in New York.

Pakistan is among a handful
of developing nations opposed
to the NPT's extension. |

Benazir has insisted that
she shared with the United
States a desire for non-prolif-
ertion, but said, "unfortunately
the Pressler Amendment is

- standing in the way of non-

proliferation.”

Perry has called the em-
bargo a "blunt instrument” that
undercuts US influence in Pak-
istan while hindering efforts fo
averl a nuclear arms race in
South Asia.

The ground swell of sup-

port for repealing the Frasulcr
Amendmlmt was underlined

on Thursday when big-name
US companies like IBM and
General Electric
smaller business in signing 60~

joined”

agrceméntu for investment

projects in Pakistan tut,allmg
six billion dollars.

The deals announced were
mostly in the ‘areas of
telecommunications, oil and

.gas. power and rallways, said

Pakistani Water and Power
Minister Salman Faruqui at a
huge dinner to fete hundreds

of officials and chief executive
officers.

On hand at the signing of
the

McFarland, former
tional security adviser who
now represents United States
Medical International.

Asked whether the political
situation couild affect invest-
ment in Pakistan, McFarland
insisted that the couniry was
fundamentally stable and that
the growing sentiment in
Congress to modify the

Pressler Amendment reflects
that." -

investment deals was
"Robert

President Ronald Reagan's na- -
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Serbs rocket houses in
Bosnian govt-held area

SARAJEVO, Apr 7: A rocket
slammed into several houses in
a government-held suburb in
Sarajevo today and hospital
staff said it killed one persen
and wounded several repofrts
Reuter.

"At 8.40 this morning one

If-propelled rocket was fired
from (Serb-heid) Ilidza on to
Hrasnica centre," said UN

spokeswoman Captain Miriam
Souchaki : t

‘Staff at a hospital in Hras-
nica said the attack killed one
person and wounded several.

UN military observers re-
ported that the rocket hit a
rsidential area In territory held
by the Muslim-led Bosnian
government, damaging seven
houses.

“Witnesses said they heard a
loud n and that four of
hoses were destr

It was the second day run-
ning that Hrasnica has come
under attcak, apparently by
Serb forces besieging the

Bosnian capital Hrasnica lies at

Bosnian "Serbs fired mortar
bombs at Hrasnica on Thurs-

‘day, killing two men and

in north and central Bosnia by

shelling civilian targets in UN
protected are

. The Serb shelling attacks’

flout UN authority, as the Se-
curity Council has banned
heavy weapons from a 20 km

jclvﬂomﬂﬂ radius around Sara-

Meanwhile ‘aircraft of the
North Atlantic Treaty,organi-
sation (NATO) made
passes over Bosnian Serb-
territory near Sarajevo late
Thursday after ‘the Serbs de-
stroyed a mini-bus amid esca-
lating ceasefire viulntim a UN
spokesman said.

~ Major Pierre Chavancy said
the "dissuasive presence” re-
quested by the United Nations
Protection Force (UNPROFOR)

e et |0, g
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the foot of a mountain supply
route which forms Serb-be-
sieged Sarajevo's only land link
to the outside world.

World HL ullh Organisation (WHO) Director- General Hlmithl Nakajima (L) tries to convince a
Chinese baby to have anti-polio vaccine on Friday during his visit to a vaeccination and
education stand at Beijing's Tiananmen Square to mark the World Health Day. China's goal
is to wipe out polio by the end of 1995, whllir WHO has set 2000 as the deadline for wiping out
the crippling disease worldwide.

— AFP/UNB phﬂtﬂ

Conservatives suffer setback
in Scottish local polls

IUNU{JN Apr 7: The Lab-
our opposition made sweeping
gains in Seotlish local elec-
tions (oday as the ruling
Conservatives faced the
prospect of an electoral wipe-
oul, with not a single council
under their overall control,
reporis AFP. ;]

Early results also suggested
that support for (he Liberal
Democrats, Britain's second
inajor opposition party, had
crumbiled.

The Scottish National Party
ISNF) voie appeared to have
held. hut had not made the
breakithrough hoped for by the
nationalisis.

A BBC projection predicied
Labour would finish with 48
per cent of the Scottish voie,
the SNP 26 per cent. the
Tories 12 per ceni and the
Liberal Democrats six per cent.

For the Tories that would
be their worst local election
performance in Scotland since
1974,

The one vcouncil the
Conservalives had any realistic
hopes of winning, East
Renfrewshire, ended up under
no overall control. And another
[lagship Tory authority,
Stirling, fell 10 Labour.

Opposition Labour leader
Tony Blair was quick to hail a

nj;{hl of Labowr success.

“As the results come in it is
clear it is another great night
for the Labour Party. a disap-

pointment for the nationalists

and a dfsaster for the Tories.”

Meanwhile, Bill Aitken, the
first Conservative candidafe to
win a seat in Glasgow council
eleclions, admitted: "We face a
lot of bad news tonight. 1 have
little doubt that there will be
greal bitterness on the part of
many Tory eandidates up and
down the country who feel that
Lhey have been sold short by
the government and the antics
over the last few weeks.

Catholic schools
in Delhi closed

NEW DELHI. Apr 7: Catholic
schools were closed here today
and nearly 200 Indian
Catholics staged a demonstra-
tion to proiest against last
week's attack on five nuns in
the nearby city of Ghaziabad.
organisers said. reports AFP.

The demonstrators. who
included nuns and priests.
gathered in a downtown New
Delhi park praying singing
and chanting slogans such as
"Christians unite” and “Long
live Christians.” witnesses said.

The five nuns, members of
the Franciscan Sisters of Mary
of Angels, were hospitalised in
seTious condition here after
being assaulted with sticks and
iron rods at their Ghaziabad
hostel on Saturday.

KIGALI. Apr 7. Rwanda on
Thursday began trying the first
of tens of thousands impris-
oned for the tide of ethnic
bloodletting last year that
killed at least a half millon
people. reports AP.

Six defendanis accused of
genocide went on trial Thurs-
day. They are 30,000
peopie. mostly of the majority
Hutu group. jailed on suspicion
of participating in the system-
Alc rampage against Rwanda s
minority Tulsis

Those blamed for organis-
ing Lhe slaughtier have nol yet

" been brought to triad.

Dressed in dingy pink
prison clothes. the six defen-
dants faces cringed in fear as
Prosecutor Silas Munyagishali
read the murder charges

! against them.

lelnn.h..m de-miners prepare I-l‘lftl'ﬂl hundmd nmllary lhalin lnd umplmd ord nance
(UXO) for demolition on Thursday near historic Siem Reap. The French organisation
COFRAS has cleared more than/2,300 landmines and 10,000 UXO during their 22 month-long

M SSion.

After a 45-minute hearing
on Thursday. a three-judge
panel delayed the trial because
the prosecutor wanted time to
investigate the cases against
the six. as did a lawyer repre-
senting the youngest defen
dant. a 17-year-old boy

Doeens ol onlookers
crammed into the back of the
Kigalis Nyamirambo court-
room. anxious to see the ac
cused prosecuted.

“They cant let them go -
they should kill all of them ..
because they killed our parents
and our brothers.” said Ahmed
Jamil a 2]-year-old born in
Uganda to Rwanda Tutsis who
fled ethnic hatred in the
1960s. "The people cannot
lorgive.”

The crowd cheered as the

accused were loaded into the
back of a green pickup truck
guarded by three armed sol-
diers and driven back to Ki-
gali's central prison.

The massacres. many car-
ried out with machetes, began
last April 7 hours after the
death of President Juvenal
Habyarimana In a mysterious
plane crash the night before.

Nearty 500.000 were killed
and millions fled the country
crowding camps in neighbour-

— AFP/UNB photo

yvagishali, however. said he will
make use of a UN convention
against genocide, which
Rwanda signed in 1975.

On trial Thursday were.
Christian Bigidimano, Stanislav
Hitimana. Musoro Ndura,
Murekarubanze, Patrice Mun-
yazikuwi, and the youngest.
Nkuliliyi Ngomayubu.
The 17-year-old Hutu is
charged with killing six people
and th them into a river
in his hometown of Gitarama.
He faces 20 years in prison.

Theophile Kazeneza is de-
fending the boy on behalfl of
UNICEF; a job he admits is
risky because most of his fel-
low Tutsis do not believe the
boy or his co-defendants de
serve a trial.

‘But it is a risk that must be
taken in the cause of justice.”

 election
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Israel to build
new houses
[ ]
in West Bank

JERUSALEM, Apr 7: Israel's
Housing Ministry plans to build
thousands of new houses in
Jewish settlements in the oc-
cupied West Bank a govern-
ment official said on Thuraday
report Reuter.

“The Housing Ministry will
propose building about 1,300
units in Matityahu, about 3,000
in Maale Adumim, and about
800 apartments in Givat Zeev",
said the official. who spoken
on condition he not be ir.:itnu
lied.

He said, a special cabinet
committee would review the
plan next week.

Palestinians ‘\Fit‘.'wi new set-
tlement construction as a main
stumbling block to lsraeli-PLO
peace talks.

Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin., who defeated the hard-
line Likud Party in a 1992
in which he had
promised a freeze on settle-
ment building, has since said
consiruction will on the bor-
ders ol the West Bank.

LTTE expecting

govt team for
talks Apr 10

COLOMBO. Apr 7: Sri Lan-
kan Tamil rebels are expecting
a ministerial team for peace
talks in their Jallna stronghold
on April 10. rebel-controlled

newspapers in the north
reporied today. says Reuter.

"The Jallna papers are say-
ing that the LTTE is expecting
a government team to come up

on the 10th.” a resident in the.

northern town said. Vabuniya
government officials were not
available for comment. The
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelain (LTTE) have been fight-
ing a 12-year war for an inde-

i1}-:=-:|||:I|:-rn, homeland in the

north and east.
7 of a family

killed in Bihar

JAMSHEDPUR, Apr T:
Seven members of a family in-
cluding five children were
killed and their 18-year-old
daughter was gangraped by
armed miscreants at Padia vil-
lage in Chakradharpur sub-di-
vision of West Singhbhum dis-
trict of Bihar on Monday last, a
delayed official report said
here today, says PTI.

The family members were

kidnapped by a gang of 15-20
persons on Monday while

seven of them were killed and
buried under the river bed.
Their daughter fell uncon-
scious after being raped. The
miscreants did bot kill her,
thinking her to be dead.

After regaining conscious-
ness, the girl took sheiter in a
nearby village and informed
the village chief the next day.
who alongwith the village
sarpanch Informed the
Chakradharpur police station

Kazeneza said.

No one has agreed to de-
fend the others.

The defendants face life in
prison or the death penalty.
Rwanda has not executed any-
one since a convicted mur-
derer and robber was killed by
a firing squad in 1983,

The opening of the trial —
the first since the civil war —
was best by difficulties. First,
the truck that was to deliver
the accused from prison broke
down, then the military ex-

concern about security
at the bullet-scared court-
house.

hut Francoise Bouchet
Saulnjer,

l?l-l advisor for the
French aid group Doctors
Without Borders, said the real

problem was that the Rwandan

strikes.

Serb positons

Off the Record

Hommne-ﬁ\ee co
pill for both sexes

COPENHAGEN: Danish scientists said on Thursday they
had made a discovery which holds out promise of '
a hormone-free contraceptive pill' for men as well as.for -
:;Enen and of improved treatment of infertility, reports

ter

Researchers from Danish bio firm Nevo Nordisk
and the University Hospital of Copenhagen said they discov-
ered group of cnmpnunds named MAS (Meiosis-Activating
Bltrﬂls]

The mnumunds are pre:écni in women's ovaries and in
male tesles. Uinder normal circumstances, the
will induce the egg to complete meiosis, the cell division
which results in halving the genetic material..

Meiosis is a prerequisite for fertilisation of the egg cell. In
men, MAS stimulates the formation of sperm cells.

"It seem likely that it will become possible in the hnﬂu'-

term to block MAS, thereby preventing unwanted pregnlnqr
a Novo Nordisk statement said.

"Perhaps we are moving towards a novel, hnrmam free '
contraceptive pill that can be used by both men and women,"
it said.

N , L]
China's Bermuda Triangle

BEIJING: A poisonous cloufl produced by rotting plants is
behind the mysterious disappearance of hundreds of people
in the area known as "China's Bermuda Trlnng‘lc according
to a scientific survey, reports AFP. _
& Mﬂmnmmummﬁm in the' southwest-
ern provinee of Sichuan, produce a "poisonous miasma’ that
accumulates in the air, "suffocating people and making them
fitllll'hlﬁlh!ﬂh}'“ the Xinhua news agency said, citing the
survey's findings.

The ravine, loeated in a remote, culrd and mountainous

area, also exerts a strong magnetic force capable of disabling
compasSes and causing plane crashes, according to the 50
scientists who cagried out the first large-scale stuﬂy of t.he

area.
1In the most famous incident, 100 nationalist loidierl

fighting the communists fled to the ravine in 1950 and
vanished.

In the same year,' a pnvate plane piloted by an American
businessman crashed there. The cause of the crash was never
determined.

In 1962, five geologists and one of their two guides disap-

peared after penetrating the ravine.

Thcuurvlﬂngguidesaidthememﬁdmﬂyem
in thick fog and heard "roaring noises.” When the fog lifted

the other six members of the party had disappeared.

The survey also pointed out that the complex topography
of the area could easily caun:peaplctuhucthelrmyuﬂlhﬂ
into one of the nwlneu many hidden rivers.

Perﬁctlawsiwy

MISSION VIEJO: It was the perfect love story. A man re-
ceives a kidney from his wife a month after their
wedding ceremony. His health improves, his balding head
sprouts hair for the first time in years and his face develops a
robust glow, reports AP,

Now, however, the picture is not so perfect. Once liﬂ:n
‘Randall Curlee has been rendered blind by advanced diabetes.

Curlee, who could have died without the November trans-
plant, first was diagnosed with diabetes as a teenager.
Although the disease has caused him to suffer bouts of blind-
ness in the past. he had hoped the transplant would stop that
condition.

Bul last weekend he was returned to a world of darkness,
his blindness triggered by a hemorrhaging of the retinas. Now
his wife has resigned herself to believing that one day he will
be permanently blind. _

"When | really realised he was blind, | didn't want to be-
lieve it. Now. | have to be his Seeing Eye dog as. well," Victoria
Ingram-Curlee said. "I have to drive him wherever he needs
to go. | have to work around that, and my own life is very

After the transplant. Curlee, 46, returned to work as a
marketing director. In addition to taking insulin at least twice
a day. he takes three strong anti-rejection drugs.

Now he's trying to cope with not being able to see things.

Elizabeth Catton, the transplant coordinator at Sh
Memorial Hospital in San Diego, where the surgery
place, had counseled the Curlees about the pros and cons of

the procedure.

- French UHPRGFDR troops
also fired wlrnlr_lg shots at

1

hospital

Rwanda begins trials of thousands charged with bloodletting

judicial system was destroyed
bv the war,

Many judges were killed or
fled and those who remain "are
working in a very lonely place
and in a terrible atmosphere,”
she said.

Most of all, judges need a
guarantee that they are im-
mune from punishment for
their decisions. {}ne Iu'lll

Judﬁut m prison fm' lack
]

of Eﬂdﬂﬂth and two ju
criticised following un
decisions are now
"Justice cannot flourish in a
place like this " Saulnier said.

She blamed the interna-
tonal community, specifically
the United Nations, for failing

to keep its promise to rebutld
the judicial system.

China to allow
HIV carriers at

women's confce

BELJING, Apr 7: China will
allow carriers of the HIV virus
that leads to AIDS to attend
the UN world women's confer-
ence here In September,
Foreign Ministry spokesman
E;:;n Jian said today, reports

Labelling reports that dele-
gates carrying the Human
Immuno-Deficiency Virus wo-
uld be blrred frum en
the coun

Chen said up-h
a policy of not checking dele-
gates health cards.

A similar quarantine
was adopted for the 1

Asian Games {n uujmg and the
Far East and Pl:lﬂ:
Games for the ed last

| year.



