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NEWS BRIEFS

Wagons derail
in Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET. Apr 7. Train com

munication between Sylhet
and Akhaura remained suspen
ded for six hours today, follo-
wing the derailment of two
wagons ol a goods train. The
accident took place at noon
between Salgaon and Rashid-
pur railway stations. A number
of trains including the inter
city Dhaka-Sylhet and Sylhet
Chiltagong remained stranded
at dJdifferent stations. Train
comnuuiicauon resumed at 6
| M L.

Contractors clash
in Barguna

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Apr 7. Rival gro-
ups of contractors clashed in
Barguna Thana Council area
over the incident ol manhan
dling of Thana Nirbahi Ollicer
Md. Zagiul Aumun 1in connection
with refund ol security deposit.

By JU Correspondent

Female students of the
Jahangirnagar University will
stage a sit-in in fromt of the
Vice Chancellor's office this
morning demanding their se-
curity on the campus. They
also demanded arrest of a stu-
dent leader who reportedly
managed his engagement
with a second yvear student of
the university. Meanwhile, the
disciplinary committee of the
umversity will also discuss the
malier at a meeting today
Earlier. on Thursday. the fe-
male students gave an ultima
tum to the authorities for tak-

ing aclion agaiunst the student
leader concerned

- L]
Polls in Malaysia
April 24, 25
KUALA LUMPUR, Apr 7
Parliamentary elections and
balleting for 11 of the I3 state
legislatures will be held on
April 24 and 25, it was an-
nounced today, reports AP.
The National Front coalition
of 14 Malay. Chinese. Indian
and other ethnic parties that

has ruled since independence
from Britain in 1957, is owver-

whelmingly favoured to be re-
turned to power.
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Dhaka, Kathmandu stress at official talks

SAARC should be strengthened
to solve common problems

From Staff Correspondent

KATHMANDU, Apr 7: Bang-
ladesh and Nepal today under-
scored the need for streng-
thening SAARC and hoped that
the member states would con-
tinue to work in the true spirit
of the organisation to solve
their common problems.

Al the official Lalks here to-
day the two countries also
showed keen interest to make
the South Asian Preferential
Trading Arrangement (SAPTA)
operational soon for tangible
benefit of the millions ol peo-
ple in Lhe region. .

Both sides believed that
SAFTA would enable trade lib-
eralisation in South Asia.

At the formal talks the
Bangladesh side was led by Lhe
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
and included Foreign Minister
A S M Mostafizur Rahman, A N
M Eusuf. Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister, Farooq
Sobhan. Foreign Secretary.
Mozammel Haq. Press Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister, Dr
Ashfagqur Rahman. Director
General of SAARC.

The Nepalese side led hy

Prime Minister Man Mohan
Adhikari included Deputy
Prime Minster Madhav Kumar
Nepal, State Minister [or
Commerce Bhim Bahadur

" Rawal. Chief Secretary Dr Ish-

war Prasad
Nepal's
Bangladesh.

With the gradual strength-
ening of SAARC, it was felt
during the talks that the
SAARC Secretariat wnuld be
expanded.

Both sides obscrved that
SAARC would be able to open

Upadhya and
ambassador to
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eceived by Prime

Minister of Nepal Man Mohan Adhiknﬂ (2nd left) on her lrrwnl at Tribhuvan Int.ernatmnal
Airport in l{atlunandu vesterday.
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'unurs for being a landlocked

up newer areas ol cooperation |

and felt that the SAARC should
concentrate its linkages with
the European Union and other
regional forums like ASEAN.

They reviewed the entire
gamut of bilateral relations and
agreed to further consolidate
and deepen the existing
[riendly ties.

The Nepalese Prime Minis-
ter referred to the recent sin-
gle country fair of Bangladesh
held in Kathmandu and said
Dhaka has been able (o display

See Page 12 Col 1

Khaleda lauds
Kathmandu's
role in region

KATHMANDLU. Apr 7: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
tonight stressed the need for a
regional approach for the op-
timal and multiple uses of the
regional water resources. re-
ports BSS. :

"We have lu evolve a re-
gional strategy lor utilisation of
our water resources. This will
prove beneficial to all people of
this region,” said Begum Zia
while speaking at a banguet
given in her honour by
Nepalese Prime Minister Man
Mohan Adhikari at the state
liall of his office Singha Durbar.

Lauding the Nepalese gov-.

ernment's sincere efforts to
forge greater regional coop-
eration with the neighbouring
countries, Begum Zia said
Bangladesh would like to work
iogether with Nepal for ex-
ploitation of the regional water
through multiple
A T X

rring to Nepal's di

See Page’ 12 Col 3

Nepalese DPM tellsThe Dally Star

Kathmandu for sharing of

reglonal water resources

KATHMANDLU . Apr 7. Nepa-
lese Deputy Prime Minister
said teday that Katlunandu
helieves in mutual sharing of
region's water resources for
overall benefit of the countries
concerned,

Nepal holds 70 per cent of
water in the region in the lean
season and this can be used
through mutual cooperation,
he said in an exclusive inter-
view with The Daily Star

Madhav Kumar Nepal, who
is very influential in the Cabi-
net of Prime Minister Man
Mohan Adhikari. also holds the
nnportant position of Minister
lor Defence and Foreign Af-
[airs.

There s need for mu-
tual understanding and coop-
eration among the three
SAARC countries — India,
Bangladesh and Nepal — to
utilise the vast water resources
of the Ganges basin,” he said.

Nepal and Bangladesh are
moderate but as for those in
the - other countries. there
needs 4 better understanding.”

What's in a
name?’

WASHINGTON, Apr 7: It's
not easy (o confuse the leaders
of Pakistan and India. But sen-
ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee Chairman Jesse Helms did
just that, reports Reuter.

Emerging from an heur-

long closed-doar meeting with
Pakistani Prime Minister Be-

nazir Bhutto, Helms took to
h'* 12 Col 2

From M Anwarul Haq

sail he meaning India. but de-
clining to mention the name of
Lhe country.

Earlier, Madhav paid a
courtesy call on Bangladesh
Primme Minister Khaleda
Zia at Lhe Soaltee Holiday Inn
here,

Nepal and Bangladesh are
on the same wavelength in
most matters of bilateral coop-
eration in the South Asian re-
gion. he said. :

There is tremendous psy
cheological closeness and alfin
ity between the two countries
and the existing bonds can be
strengthened further ™ he said.

Turning to the transit is-
sue, the Deputy Primme Minis-
ter sadd, his goverfiment was
very grateful to Bangladesh for
agreeing to allow transit [acili
ties, "which is very essential
and beneficial 1o Nepal.”

When asked what was pre-
venting Kathmandu from tak-
ing transit facility offered by
Dhaka. he replied. "As we have
lo go through Indian territory,
there is need for permission

from their side. Talks are go-
ing on in a positive way and we
hope India will respond in a
Iriendly and positive manner.’

Talking about the crucial

issue of the 'Peace and Friend-
ship Treaty' of 1950 between
India and Nepal. Madhav, who
was the former leader of the
Opposition in the Parliament
and General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Nepal
(United Marxist-Leninist] in-
formed that talks are on to re
view and update the treaty.

Replying to a question on
possibility of any major
amendments, Madhav Kumar
Nepal said he saw no such
scope. but hoped that desired
changes will be made

Madhav Kumar Nepal re-
cently visited New Delhi and
discussed the issue. The
Nepalese FPrime Minister is
due to visit India from April 10
to l4. The Indian and Nepa-
lese prime ministers are
expected to discuss the future
of the treaty, which has been a

See Page 12 Col 8

ViSit adds another
landmark 1n
ties: Adhikan

KATHMANDU. Apr 7: The
Prime Minister of Nepal, Man
Mohan Adhikari. tonight ex-
pressed the hope that the visit
ol Begum Khaleda Zia here
wouwld further strengthen the
commitments ol the two coun-
tries towards SAARC as well as
enhance the existing friendly
relations. reports BSS.

Speaking at a banquel
hosted by him in honour of
Bangladesh Prime Minister

Beguun Khaleda Zia at state hall .

of Singha Darbar Adhikari said
the visit of Begum Zia would
add another landmark to the

friendship and cooperation
existing between the two
COLMMLTIeS,

He said SAPTA was an im-
purﬁanl instrument which di-

- rectly addresses the need to

make SAARC programme-ori-
ented in a coordinated man-
ner,

He expressed Lhe hope that
the leaders of SAARC countries
would be able to launeh a more
concrete programme in the
forthcoming SAARC summit to
be held i New Delhi.

The New Delhi summit,
Adhikari said. would provide
an opportunity to better set
the seven-nation regional fo-
rum to keep in track Iin a

See "age 12 Col 2
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Ctg road accident

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 7: At
least 15 persons were killed
and around 50 injured in a
road accident.this morning at

Fakirhat under Sitakundu

thana, 20 miles off the city,
Police and hospital sources
said 13 persons died on the
spot when an everloaded pas-
senger bus bound for Sonapur
from Chittagong collided head-

ing to Chittagong. The driver
of the bus was killed on the
spol while the truck driver
lled, police said.

Both the wvehicles were
badly damaged.

Two fatally injured passen-
gers Moinul Karim (22}, who

on with an empty truck com- .

was general secretary of BCL,

MES College unit. succumbed

to his injuries at a private
clinic here and Sidu Meah (50)
at the Chittagong Medical
College Hospital (CMCH), rais-
ing the’ death toll to 15.

The others killed in the ac-
cident were identified as
Ruhul Amin (30}, Md. Siraj
(30), Wajiullah (40), Samare-
ndra Nath (45), Habib Ullah
(35), Sirajul Islam (40), Khai-
rullah (35). Bazlul Hoque (30).
Mostafa Sardar (35). Abdul
Mannan ' [(50) and Mujibul
Hoque (35). Two others were
yet to be identified.

Of the injured, 15 were ad-
mitted to the CMCH and the
rest were admitted to Sita-
kundu health complex and

-private elinics in the city.

1UTS .

Labour organisations fear

Opposition hartal may

affect SKOP shutdown

By Nazmul Ashraf

“The agitating labour organi-
sations fear that the major op-

position parties' April 9-10
hartal would harm their 48-
hour shutdown programme
scheduled for April 11-12, in-
siders said.

The Opposition's hartal may
affect the success of the trade
unions’ work stoppage planned
to be enforced by workers and
employees of different sectors,

Lthe insiders said. Explaining

| this, they said that they appre-,

hended antagonism to their
shutdown
will

programme since it .
prolong a disruption in

public life by two more con-

secutive days.

The Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad [SKOP), an um-
brella body of 18 labour organi-

4 sations in differenit - sectors,

and the alliance of five trade
uiHOis o the jule-lextile sec-
had earlier separately

; utduwn [or st

called a country-wide 48-hour
strike on April 4-5 but later
shifted the programme to
April 11-12 since the Urs of
Maizbhandari coincided with
the programme.

The major opposition par-
ties — the Awami League,
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami — had announced their

mul‘aﬂ:l

Hiult:lcal programmes of hartal
at five divisional headquarters
on April 9 and across the
country on April 10 a day after
the labour bodies deferred
their programme on March 27,
- "Opposition sour¢es said
their hartals were scheduled
keeping in view the workers'

gthening

aguaunn But the lahﬁur lead -
ers said they were nol con-

Sée Page 12 Col 7
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Tongi paura model
polls Monday

By Krishna P Roy

The Elcctiun Commission
(EC) is going to hold model
elections in Tongi Paurasabha:
on Monday despite some mi-
nor irregularities in prepara-
tion of the identity (ID) cards
and allegations of violation of
the code of conduct.

The EC had successfully
held such model polls in Da-
punia union in Mymensingh
district on April 30 last year.

Four candidates, three of

them supported separately by

CEC's appeal to
voters |
By Staff Correspondent

Chiel Election Commis-
sioner Justice Abdur Rauf yes-
térday called upon the voters
in Tongi Pourasava to exercise
their rights in the model elec-
tions maintaining peace and
discipline.

"You should hold the candi-
dates responsible if they vio-
late the code of conduct ... you
are also responsible for a free
and fair election.” Justice Raul
told a volers’ meeting at Tongi.

The Siudy and Research

See 12 Col 6

Exchange of views with editors

Govt has failed in every

sphere, says Hasina

Opposition  leader
Sheikh Hasina yesterday ex-
changed views with the editors
of newspapers and flews agen-
cies and intellectuals on the

ummmm
Shahed Ahmad. Mizanur Rah-
man Mizan, Alamgir Mahiud-
din, Moazsem Hossain. Alhaj
Makbul Hossain. A S M Ba-
hawddin, Mir Nana Islam and
Golam Tahabur were. among
others. present in the meeting
at Hasina s Dhanmeondi resi-
dence.

Among intellectuals Sham-
swr Rahman. Syed Shamsul
Huq. Rafiq Azad. M R Akhter
Mukul. Mohadeb Shaha. Al
Aksad Dr Mohammad Akhtar-
uzzaman. Dr S A Malek., Panna
Kaiser. Syed Hasan Imam.
Shirin Akhter amd Lutfur Rah-
man Liton were present.
the situation prevailing in po-

litical and socio-economic (ro-
nts. Hasina said "We are wa-
ging the current agitation to
save Lhe country from crisis.”

She said the people hoped
that Prime Minister Begum Zia
would run the country demo-
cratically and take pragmatic
steps to resolve the problems
of the common man

We assisted the government
for first three years since this
parliament was f[ormed, the
opposition leader said adding
"but the government totally
failed in every sphere due to
its inefficiency and partisan

“While in parliament, ‘we
raised various people-oriented
proposals but those were not
accepted by the ruling party.”
she told the meeting

A commitiee was formed to
eliminate viclence from cam-
puses but that commitiee
¢could not work. Hasina said

the adminisiration has virtually

See Page 12 Col 8

BNP. Awami League .
Party, are vying for

of chairman of&éT
Paurashabha while

the numbcr of regis
ers is over 72,000,
Besides, allegat
there that ID cards
yet handed over to
voters and in some cases pho-
tograph of a person is printed
on some one else's [D card.
Mohammad Shahjahan of
Tongibharan under Ward-3
alleged that photograph of an
unknown person was printed
on his card. He also showed
his card to this correspondent.
During a visit yesterday, this
correspondent found some
people filing their complaints
with the temporary office of
the . EC in Tongi that they
were yet to get their ID cards.
The office of the Distriet
Election Commission of
Gazipur has been temporarily
shifted to Tongi to conduct

See Paﬁ__i Col 4
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Rao asks Joshi to
deal cautiously

with migrant issue

NEW DELHI, Apr 7: Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
today advised Maharashtra
Chief Minister Manohar Joshi,
to proceed cautiously while
dealing with the issue of illegal
migrants in the state, reports
PTI.

While proceeding cautiously
on the issue; the state admin-
istration should ensure that no
particular individual should
feel apprehensive of the mea-
sure, the Prime Minister ad-
vised Joshi when the latter
called on him, official sources
here said.

The approach on the issue
should be fairness and trans-
parency considering the cos-
mopolitan nature of Bombay
which is also the commercial
capital of the country, the
Prime Minister told the :':hie-f

See Page 12 Col B

Fertiliser cnsrs

MP, 5 others
chargesheeted
in Jhalakati

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Apr 7: Jhalakati
police yesterday submitted
chargesheet against six
persons including a ruling
party MP, in connection with
hoarding and black marketing -
urea fertiliser.

Gazi Aziz Ferdous MP of the
BNP and five others were
charged under Section 25 of
the Special Powers Act, also
with creating artificial crisis in
the market during acute
fertiliser crisis in the country.’

Earlier, police seized in all
3455 bags of urea from a push

cart, a trawler and the godown
of Gazi Enterprise owned by
the MP on March 24.

Police later sealed the
godown. No arrest has yet l:mn
mr.u.lt

hartal in
Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 7: At least

11 people were injured and

some shops and rickshaws
damaged in the townr during a
hartal today. called by an anti-
Jamaat alliance Lo protest
Jamaat leader Golam Azam's
public meeting. reports UNB.
The All Party Action
Committee (APAC) comprising
BNP. Awami League, CPB and
NAP enforced a three-day har-

tal in the district from
Wednesday.
Defying section 144 im-

posed in the town, APAC ac-
tivists took to the street and
clashed with police and sup-
porters of Jamaat-e-Islami.
However. Golam Azam's
public meeting at Chandida-

See Page 12 Col 8

Astami snan
begins

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 7: The
iraditional Astami snan., the
holy bath of the Hindu com-
munity, has begun at Langal-
bandh here today.

Thousands of devetees from
across the country as well as
India and Nepal have started
gathering lor . the two-day
bathing which, for hundreds of
vears, has been believed to
cure all kinds of maladies.

Hindu devotees, for thou-
See Page 12 Col B

Clarification

Following is the summary of
the letter issued by the law of-
fice of Moudud Ahmed and As-
sociates., on behalf of their
client Dr M Rafiguzzaman,
after the repert headlined
"Defaulting loanee Dr Rafiguz-
zaman now in the city” was
published in The Daily Star on
April 2;

Writien on April 3, the let-
ter conlended that the head-
line of the report was not cor-
rect as . BSHB has not granted
any loan to our client.” The law
office described him as an in-
ternationally renowned com-
puter scientist based in the
United States. Referring to
Rafi Systems Lid., of which
Rafiqguzzaman is the chairman
and against which the Tk
10.85 crere bank loan was
granted, the letter noted that
it was set up as a public lim-
ited company with BSB sub-
scribing 75 per cent of the
shares and sanctioned a loan.
It -added that Raliquzzaman
also invested around one mil-
lien US dollars in the project
lo produce high-tech intra-oc-
ular lens and not 'contact lens.’
Claiming that the company has

See Page 12 Col 3



