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Tk 10 crrnigaton
project 1in

Patuakhali
PATUAKHALI Apr % : The
Dumki-Laukati rrigation Pro
ject in Sadar thana has been
undertaken at an estimated
cost of Tk (o crore. officials

said reports LINB

The wark on the project is
expected to begin in the cur-
rent fiscal year which will be
completed within the two
yvears. The projects will cover

the extensive areas of
Badarpur. Laukati, Lebukhali
and Angaria unions of the
Sadar thana. '

Oflicials said under the
project |8 sluice gates and 38
km embankment wilh
necessary infrastructure will
be constructed to facilitate
irrigation. water drainage and
flood control in the locality.

After implementation of the
project at least 6000 acres
arable land will be saved from
salinity and Nood.

Embankment
badly needed
to save crops

PATUAKHALI, Apr 5: For
want of an embankment crops
over 5000 acres ol land of Lo-
halia union in sadar thana are
being damaged by the flash
flood every year, reports UNB.

Local people said, a scheme
was taken in the fiscal 1984-
85 to construct the much
needed embankment around -
the union but it could not be
implemented due to lack of
fund.

Local farmers alleged that
they time and again urged the
Water Development Board to
save their crops from flash
flood but no steps have yet
been taken in this regard.

Local leaders have urged
the concerned authorities to
take necessary steps to con-
struct the embankment with-
out further delay.

Sharp rise in
prices of cement
in Chandpur

CHANDPUR, Apr 5: Prices
of all kinds of cement in mar-
kets in- the district registered
a sharp rise over a month
hampering the construction
work, says UNB.

At presenl per bag country-
made cement is being sold
between Tk 250 and 260 in-
stead of its previous price Tk
200 and 205,

The imported cement is be-
ing sold between Tk 260 and
270 per bag as against Tk 240
and 245.

The traders said govern-
ment has increased the price
of country-made cement from
Tk 198 to Tk 228 per bag.
There is no pessibility of com-
ing down of the price of ce-
ment in the near future. Lhey
added.

Taking advantage of the sit
uvation, some traders have
stocked huge quantity of ce-
ment creating artificial crisis
in the market.

Due to the price hike of
cement construction work in
the district is going on a snail's
pace, it is learnt.

Some contractors are trying
te enhance the estimated bud-
get of their tenders due to the
increased cement price.

The price of other con-
stiruction materials including
Cl sheet. rod und bamboo are
also registered an upward
trend.

Villagers said there is se-
vere scarcity of bamboo in the
district following want on
felling of bamboo and uproot-
ing of its clusters for use in the
brickfields.

A piece of medium size
bamboo is being sold at Tk 100
instead of Tk 70 to 75. As a re-

sult. poor people are facing

great problems in building
their houses.

e —

1

F

H

Drastic fall in water level in Sltalakhxa

'Narayanganj river port may

be forced to close down

NARAYANGANJ. Apr 5: The
country's most important in-
land part, Narayanganj port
may be forced to close down
ils operation as the water level
in Lhe river Sitalakhya has
drastically fallen threatening
navigation of cargo vessels,

According 1o reports, for
Lhe reason of heavy siltation
Irom Munshiganj to Ghorashal
including the industrial town
of Narayangan| on the bank of
the Sitalakhya river, launches
and cargo boats are finding in-
creasing difficulties to enter
into this area. The river trans-
portation will soon come to a
standstill, officials of the
Bangladesh Inland Waler
Transporlt Authority [BIWTA)

From Our Correspondent

Jute Mills. Kaliganj Cotton
Mills and Ghorashal Fertilizer
Factory along with 500 other
large and small mills were set
up on the sides of the river.
The BIWTA said that Sita-
lakhya river which started
from OIld Brahmaputra ex-
tended up to 65 miles from
Tok-Barmi to Munshiganj con-
fluence (Meghna-Dhaleswari-
Sitalakhya confluence]. Out of

‘* this 29 miles of river route,

from Ghorashal to Tok-Barmi,
dry up in the dry season and
the 36 miles long river from
Munshiganj confluence to Gho-
rashal, are not good for naviga-
lion purposes. Out of this 36
miles, the depth of water in

the 23 miles from Sitalakhya

depot.

Inland Water Transport
Authority said that the per-
centage of siltation in this
river is more than that of other
rivers for its pacific nature and
due to the conjunction of three
rivers at Munshiganj.

It needs annual dredging at
the Meghna-Dhaleshwari-Sita-
lakhya conjunction to keep the
river navigable. If the areas are
not dredged very soon, the
Narayanganj Port will be
closed, sources said.

The sources also informed
that the vessels having capacity
to carry more than 500 metric
tons can not ply in this river
during the dry seasons as
these require at least 17 feet
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NARAYANGANJ: Muny cargo ships like the ones in the picture recently taken at

the
Sltul akhya.

said.

Sincer the Moghul period
sailors and traders used to
irade using the Narayanganj
port. and the commodities like
muslin cloth, silk and other
handicralts were also ex-
poried. In those days the
Goalonda Mail and Narayan-
ganj-Lakhpur Mail were in op-
eration from Narayanganj to
Calcutta via 13 routs inc
Demra. Kanchan, Sharulia, Mu-
rapara, Kazirbug. Jamalpur,
Ghorashal, Kaliganj, Athlapur,
Lakhpur etc. The vegetable of
Kapasia and betelleafl (paan) of
Rupganj were regularly ex-
ported to Calcutta by these
ships. Beside. for the navica-
bility of Sitalakhya the Adanijee

Bridge to Ghorashal remains
about 4 feet during the dry
season which is only suitable
lor country boats and motor
launches. Even the people and
cattle can easily cross the river
on foot. The river side mills
face tremendous difficulties

t during those days. Only 13
miles portion of river, from
Munshiganj confluence to Sita-
lakhya Bridge are kept naviga:
ble (draft about 14 feet) by fre-
quent dredging in the dry sea-
son,

The BIWTA is conscious to
keep this 13 miles long area
navigable in order to continue
the supply products of the
Adamjee Jute Mills, Silo,

port mav not be able to enter the area as water level continue to fal in river

— Star photo

of draft. So the industries here
have to hire more than one
vessel to carry goods. A BIWTA
expert on river training in-

- formed that due to emergence

of 1.5 kilometer long shoal in
the river Sitalakhya it takes
about 45 minutes more to
travel by launch between

Narayanganj and Munshiganj. a
route for about ten thousand

passengers daily.

Unless the authority takes
necessary steps to keep the
river free from silt, the river
route may be closed very
shortly and the supply of prod-
ucts of the river side indus-
tries will be hampered. Lhe
source added,

Secret police
raid, arms,

ammunition
recovered

CHITTAGONG, Apr 5.
Chandgaon police acting on
secrel information recovered
several arms and aminunition
from a residence at Khaja road
here recently and arrested one
person in this connection, re-
ports BSS.

According to a police press
release police raided a house
and recovered two light guns,
one SBBL, one LMG magazine
ten crud-bombs. one dagger
and one cartrige from the
house.

One Answar was arresied
from the house in this :
tion. the press release d
adding that several cases were
filed against the arrested per-
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Meghna. and Padma Petroleum

RANGAMATI. Apr 5: Con-
tinuous extraction ol hard rock
resources through blasting,
drilling and unscientific meth-
ods has been destroying the
forest hills in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts region threatening
the ecological balance of the
country. local leaders. social
workers and the environmen-
lalists alleged.

Considerable quanttties of
rock. locally known as boulder
are required for river bank
protection. river training as
well as for concrete and pave-
ment work and for construc-
tion of different bridges and
Lheir approaches. Besides,
rocks are also required in
Clinker lactories for making

ceweil

The wagga Narayvangiri,
Doluc¢hhari Boraichhari,
Silchhhari, Rampahar. Sitapa-
har. Arachhari. Chitmaram,
Kalmichhari and growth of
Rangamati district, Roangch-
hari, Saingkhiongchhari,
Rusma. Alikadaon i Bandarban
district as well as some other
| places 1n Khagrachhari, Chit-
tagong and Cox's Bazar district
sand stones are available abun-
dantly which attract the un-
scTupulous extraciors as re-

vealed from a recent survey.

The rocks in those are
weallwred 10 a great extent
The weathering is most pro-
nounced on the surface of the
rocks oulcrop and lessens
significamly inwards. There
fore. without drilhing or blast-
ing the base rock beneath the
weathered surface can not be
removed. which compelled
the umscrupulous extractors
for drilling and blasting said
Mohammad Ghulam Habib, the
conservatlor of forest, Ranga-
mat1 Forest Circle while con-
ducting the survey.

As the boulders obtainable
from Chittageng Hill Tracts.
Chittagong and Cox's Bazar re
gon are economically attrac-
‘tive. the illegal extractors
have been operating about 150
quiarries in this belt. said a for-
esi offical adding that fifteen
tonis of boulders on an average
from each quarry have already

From Our Correspondent

been collected through blasi-
ing with the advent of winter.
Winter season is suitable for
collecting boulders.

These weathered boulders
are being extracted illegally by
extractors using small popping
blasis in each boulder and fur-
Lther broke the blasted frag-
ments by hand. Besides, these
boulders are mainly supplied
to Chittagong Port Authoritly
(CPAI lor coastal area protec-
tion work at the rate of aboul
7000 tous ol stones per an-
am

The stones used to he col-
lected from Assam till 1930
are subsequently being col-
lected from the Chittagong Hill
Tracts mainly from Kaptai,
Bandarban and Lama areas,
said the additional Chiel Engi-
neer (Civil) of Chittagong Dry
Dock and HSS Works in a
brief discussion during the
survey. Rock from Lama of
Bandarban district might bc

Lhe besi, he said.
Collection of rock through

blasting is strictly prohibited
in the hill tends areas for
maintaining ecological balance
and prevailing insurgency.
“The violators are not only
destroying forest hills and
ecology but also depriving the
govermment of huge amount of
the royalty of the boulders with
the connivance of the forest
officials.,” Anil Chandra
Chakma, Chairman of Chan-

3 inter-district
robbers held

MAIJDEE COURT (Noa-
khali), Apr 5. Police arrested
three inter-district dacoits and
recovered a pipe gun with
some bullets in Begumgan)
thana on Sunday, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip, police con-
ducted a raid at Chaumuhani
town area and nabbed one
Shawpan with a pipe gun and
some bullets

On the basis of his confes-
sional lﬂa-;mt police also ar-
rested two his ices
Dmalal and ME;THH.

A case has been flled with
the iocal police
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Large-scale extraction of
hard rocks in CHT

Success in
reducing

system loss
NARAYANGANJ, Apr 5:

Titas gas Narayanganj Area has

achieved a remarkable success
in reducing the system loss,
reports UNB.

The Area Distribution office,
in accordance with the gov-
ernment's decision and order
from the authority concerned,
started it's drive to curtail the
system loss under a, pro-
pramme from November 1993
in the district.

Since October '93 this ared .
-was facing a system loss of

45.30 per cent while average
sale of gas was Tk 4 crore per

mionth, sald an official handout .

on Monday.

The authorities of the newly
established Area Distribution
office have adopted several
steps to curtail more system
loss and increase revenue in-
come.

Unified support of the con-
scious people is wurgently
needed to stop wastage and
stealing of the valuable gas.

Trucks having
same number
plates seized

JAMALPUR, Apr 5: Police
seized two trucks, from the
town having same number on

Tuesday, reports UNB.

According to police,
sergeant Matiur Rahman found
two trucks having the same
number of Dhaka Metro N-
7240 on Malgudam road nl" Lhe

townl.
Blue books of the lr'ucks

also contained the same num-
ber. According to the blue
books the owner of one truck
is Abu Taher: of Dhaka and an-
other is Abul Kashme of My-
mensingh. :

Later, police seized both
the trucks and arrested the
drivers.

A case was filed with the lo-
cal police and further investi-
gation is on.

Property worth
Tk one cr gutted

FENI, Apr 5: Property
worth about Tk one crore was
gutted in five separate fire in-
cidents in 48 hours at differ-
ent places of three thanas of
the district. reports UNB.

According to police, on
March 15, three fire incidents
occurred in village
Mongolkandi. Tulatoli and
Char Elahi of Sunagazi thana.
In these fire incideni~. 24
faniilies lost their valuables
including dwelling houses
worth about Tk 18 lakh.

On the next day, fire broke
out at village Abdul Nabi of
Dagonbhuiyan thana and village
Maizbaria in Sadar thana which
destroyed property worth Tk
80 lakh of 40 families.

draghona Union Parishad said.
Boulders are being collected
iIrom the both sides’ hills of
Rangamati-Kaptai road un-
abated illegally and slacked on
road site for truck loading very
regularly.

Forest officials from forest
fuards to Divisional Forest offi-
cers and other law enforcers
move on the road every day.
Mysteriously, rather the illegal
extractors nor the illicit pro-

duces were looked on. Anil
aclded.

- Bribing the forest check
and toll station officials, who
are engaged on each and every
vital routes to combat transit
and pilferage of forest and nat-
ural produces., the boulder-
traders smuggle out 50 to 60
thousand cubic feet of boulder
from hill track region to out-
side against a permit one to
two. Thousand cubic feet is-
sued from the Deputy Commis-
stioner, it is alleged. This is a
very common practice of both
traders and the forest officials,
the sources further alleged.

Instead of imparting boul-
ders from the neighbouring

country, India and Bhutan with
hard-earned foreign currency
for the construction of the Ja-
muna Multipurpose Bridge
Project. the government could
extract boulders from this beit,
said Khalid Reza of Kaptai, a
soclal worker., who suggests
proper and maximum integra-
tion of country's resources.
Showing a laboratery nr:port
on examination and testing of
rock samples from Kaptai and

Bandarban by Sandberg. con-

sulting. inspecting and testing
engineers, 40 Grosvenor Gar-

dener, London, he said, Sand-
berg tested and found suitable
the local boulders for use In
Jamuna Bridge Project, Khalid
Reza quoted Shafiul Alam. the
then vice chairman of Jamuna

Bridge Project as saying.

Ignoring the importance of
utilizing the country's re-
sources, the then a
government decided to import
boulder [rom India and Bhutan
for the reason best known 1o
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Four~emp10yees' of KPM
sacked for taking bribe

From Our Cnrrespondent

CHANDRAGHONA (Rangam-
ati). Apr 5: The authority has
sacked 4 including two
managers of Karnafuli Paper
Mills Ltd (KPM) allegedly for
adopting corruption - in
receiving bamboos and taking
bribes [rom the contractors. -

Those who were fired on
March 28 are Manager, Serazul
Islam Miah, Deputy Manager
Eaqub AH, supervisors,
Mohammad Mugquid and
Monowar Ahmed. All the ac-
cused were serving in KPM's
bamboo receiving centre, lo-
cally known as ‘hamboo vard’ at
Kaptai. ollicials said.

According (o sources. about
six months ago, a quantity of
1.207. tons of bamboo valued
about Tk 12.7 lakh was found
short in the stock at bamboo

yard, On a tip, an enquiry team'

was constituted by the author-
ftv to find out the reason of
shortage.

The enquiry team, also
stated in the statement that
the accused taking bribes from
the suppliers showed the re-
ceipt of bamboos of a quantity
of 1,207 tons valued about Tk
12.70 lakh which were neither
physically received no¥ con-
sumed for producing paper.
Facing strong opposition from

the leaders of the Collective

Bargaining Agent (CBA) of KPM
compounded with some other
mysterious reason, taking of
any appropriate action against
the liable incumbents was de-
layed for about six months en-
abling the pguilty officials to
serve who have misappropri-
ated the corporation's revenue

agmg Director of BI{B handed over a cow to a landleu
‘woman through bank loan at Kaliakoir under Gazipur district recently. Among others SA '
Chowdhury, General Manager, Dhaka Division of the bank was also present in the occasion.
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through purchasing raw mate-
rials, sources added.

KPM. the largest industrial
unit of Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation, BCIC,
manned by 6.200 workers,
employees and officers con-
sumes bamboo, firewood and
pulp wood for manufacturing
paper. It started consuming
green jute. kenaf and 'orhohor’
as raw materials for manufac-
tuging paper since July, 1994,
It has a continued scandal of
misappropriation based on
bamboo, firewood. paper and
labourers, an officer from the
administrative branch said re-
questing not be named

The mills, 1|:u'|t‘.n|:11.1«::mti
20.000 tons paper of different

lypes in the nine months of
the current financial year
against a target of 36,000 tons,
an executive officer of KPM
said. a that it can hardly
manufacture another 6,000
tons in the next three months.
"Mismanagement, adoption of
random corruption as well as
appetite of the officers and
leaders of the CBA to make
black money will deprive the
mills from achieving the target
production with a quantity of
10,000.00 tons of paper caus-
ing adverse affect on the pre-
vailing unthinkable paper-cri-
sis in the country,” he pointed
out with utmost dissatisfaction.

"About 500 workers and
employees, sheltered by the
CBA and a section of dishonest
officers have been drawing
their salaries and allowances
keeping them fully al-nuf from
dutj:u
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l "We are dbing ouff

best to populartse -
family plannmg i
programmes” -

SHARIATPUR: Apr 5:.
Health and Family WElfﬂrt
Minister Chowdhury Ehmnidﬁ
[bne Yusuf said his ministry
has taken up various prnjecti*
al a cost of several hundredx
crore taka to make the famﬂ'f
planning programme a suuu:::'t::e“:w
by increasihg consciousness '
among the penple
UND.

The minister was addr:u-*
ing a meeting at Muktarpur in*
Naria thana of the district .
Tuesday organised on the oc- 5
casion of inauguration of the.
newly constructed building ni'ﬁ
union health and family welfare

CEHLI'E
"Prosperity of a nation d!.'-' "'

pends upon its development off‘
human resources and

in health ~management.” he.
said adding the gnc:rl-m:rﬂluzlm':-nlf‘E 2
had appointed an MBBS doc-
tor. a health assistant, a family
welfare assistant. nurses and.
other heallh workers in cvcry‘??
union to ensure health services
in the country,

He mentioned that a Htal-
lite clinic has also been run-’
ning in every ward for nurtur- "
ing health of mother and child,’
sald an official-handout.

Presided over by district
BNP president Samiuddin
Ahmed Masud Chowdhury. the
meeting was addressed,
others. by noted industrialist
and district BNP vice-presi-
dent Iskandar Ali, BNP central
leader and former student
leader Jamal Sharif Hiru and
student leader Moniruzzaman
Monir.
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| with tnltilllltlﬂn tests

02.
g% BGSL, Head Office,
¢) BGSL, Ci
d) Petrobangla, ‘‘Petro
F}} BAPEX,

BGFCL, Court Road,

a) laces ex
ime limit of u-lhng

FRE

BG-1446/94-95
DFP-7822-1/4

Supply of 15+200 Line Capacity Digital PABX
g & commissioni

Gate Station, Dtmu,

JGTDCL, Barkutia Super

i) SGFL, Chlkggul Haripur,

E RPGCL, BSEC Bhaban f?th
GTCL, H.DI..II-E No. 1, Rﬂld No. 12, Sector No. 3 Ul:tara Model Town,

Bakhrabad Gas Syst' Limited
(A Subsidiary Company of Petrobangla)
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Tender Notice

Cost of Tender

Schedule Eamest
. (Non-refundable) one

Tk. 1,000/~ per set

the total quoted value.

; ur, Cmmlla
BGSL. 100, Momin Koo Ehibs

h,
Centre,”” 3, Kawran Bazar. Dhaka

BFC Bhaban, 22, Purana Paltan, Dhaka.
TGTDCL, 105, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Kawran Bazar C /A, Dhaka-1215.

B. Baria.
Market, Amberkhana, Sylhet.

S
Hnor} Kawran Bazar, Dhaka.

ting ‘C’ of serial No. 2
fice,
tender documents
Date & time of receiving tenders

Date & time of opening tenders

House No. 3, Road No. 2/A,
15.4.95 t0 27 .4 95,

mmm-ﬁmm

Banani,

29.4.95 up to 12.00 Noon.
HiHatlZlﬂPM-

Dhaka.

Dhaka-1213.

G-528

rcpcm‘;-

Hﬁ-



