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Verdict surprises Seles

WWELIA ISLAND,
Fheoamba AF“' 4: ™
1w Aald caecu
v on the wo
iy 5 leEniws lour
confused

were

artil tndhignant alter the man
coinvicled w stabbing Monica
Seles avoilded  jail agailn
reports AF

Anne Person Worcesler.
chief executive ol the WTA
Tour. said the decision “delles
logic.” and Parche should face
"signilicant prison time” lor
biis T4t atu

Sebhes. who lives 1 Sarasola,
issued a one-sentlence state-
ment through IMG. her man-
agement firm: | am as sur-

prised as evervone else. and |
just don't understand this.”

In a ruling Monday in Ham
burg. Germany. judge Gertraul
Goering said the tennis stal
failed to convince the court
that because ol the stabbing
she was unableé to resume her
career.

The judge also said Lhere
was no evidence Guenter
Parche intended (o do more
harm to Seles. Parche con-
tends he was not trying to. kill
Seles. but disable her so Stefli

Gral could regain the No |
ranking
The athlee wrolte a letter

lo the court saying Parche's at-
tack “desiroved my life.” But
the judge said testimony from
Seles was necessary to support
such a claim.

Goering added that a likely

explanation for the fact that .

Parche's f[ive-inch (13 c¢m)
knife didn't cause a graver in-
jury was that "he didn't want to
kill her.”

The decision supported the
two-year suspended sentence
Parche was given after he was

convicted ol causing grievous .

bodily harm on Oct 13, 1993.
“The WTA Tour firmly be-
Heves that the court has per-
peluated the injustice in this
case and that the defendant
should have been sentenced to

signiticant  prison time
Wurcester said. “The lact th.a
Monica Seles has not returned
to the gane she loves or the
priblic lile <he oinwe led cou
pled with her statement (o the
court. shwould have been sulfl
cienl lestiunony.’

Zina Garrison Jackson,
competing at this week's
women's event at Amelia Is-
land, could not undersitand the
judge’'s thinking.

“It is a very traumatic expe-
rience when something like
that happens to a person,’ she
said. "l think it would be very
hard for me to be face to face
with somebody that humiliated
me in front of the world. |
thought the second time for
sure. he would go (to jail). He
detinitely should be behind
Iuars,

Fo resi-

tmer WTA Tour

MONICA SELES

dent Pain Shriver said she
hopes Seles, 21, can reorder
her life.

“Let's hope that there is
closure on it,” she said. "The
best thing that could happen is
that Monica put it behind her
and pet on with life. And hope-
fully. getting on with lite
means compeling again be-

tatise that, what's she's, ne
b, best at 1 think in the
¢ . run, she can grow to be

v comfortable again on the
vourt. All the players would
certainly welcome that.”

The judge accepted testi-
mony Ilrom two psychiatrists
who said, aside from his [ixa-
tion on Gral, Parche was harnm-
less.

'‘Both experts expect that
he will never he moved to do

soimnething like that again.' the
judge said.
Parche. 40. stabbed Seles,

lhen the worlds Ne. | lemale
player. as she sat on a bench
during a break in a match at a
lournament in Hamburg. The
knife left a half-inch (1.25 cm)
deep wound in her back.

Seles psychologist, testily-
ing in court, likened her con-
dition to that of a rape vicum.
Psychologist Jerry Russel May
said Seles has post-traumatic
siress disorder and has trouble
doing normal daily tasks, such
as going to the grocery store.

The ecourt issued no re-
strictions on Parches move-
ments and said he would not
be ordered to seek psychiatric
Lhelp.

Elmnlr:ide detective 'Rolf
Bauer. who interrogated Par-
che after the attack; said his
claim to have wanted to only
maim Seles was credible.

"It was obvious to us all that

* the man belonged with a doc-

tor and not in jail.” Bauer said.
Prosecutor Rolf Rosenkranz
san! Parche should be impris-

oned because he had carefully
planned the attack and carried

it out in public. Aso. there was
a political ot ive.

Parche had spoken of his
dislitke of Serbs. Seles, an eth-
nic Hungarian. was born in the
Serbian area of Yugoslavia and
is now an American citizen,

"'I'm happy to be going
home." Parche said after the
ruling. "And I'm happy to be
getting away [rom this big
City.” /

MOMNTLE CARLO.
Moo, Apr 4 A
lop Chinese Ol -
impic  olfficial on
Monday branded
48 "stupid” a call
by Austiulia's Swimiming Fede-
ration 1o ban Thina from
swismlining competition for four
years because of doping
violations. reporis AP,

" The beard of Australian
Swimmning Incorporated (ASI)
sald Sunday that Chinese
swimmers should be barred
. until China has implemented
efléctive out-of-competition
testing apd can prove its

are drug-free.

The move was prompted by
a spate of positive tests involv
ing Chinese swimmers, includ-
ing seven al last year's Asian

Chmese official

ask 1o ban olher national fed-
erations who have the same
problem? Is that fair? Whey
should all the swimmers ol
China be victims of this stupid
demand?”

"We are against doping and
once we find someone we
sanction them very severely.®
He =aid. "That's the corree
Wy

lle spoke: as the HOC execu-
tive board began a three-day
meeting in Monaco, Including
a joint session with the Associ-
ation of Summer Olympic In-
lernational Federations.

His stance wis supported by
1O beaders.,

C hinag s swimming teain al-
reidy has been. honned from
the Pan Pacific Games to be
held in Atlanta in August. Aus-

retorts

lematic doping prograii.

On another matter, He said
China still has not decided
whether to bid for the 2004
Ulympics. Beijing lost by Lwo
votes to Sydney, Australia. in
the voting for the 20001 ¢ unes,

"We are still i o jeerica! of
consultations with i the u-
Lhorities concerned, Hu »aid.

A dozen cities liave so jar
expressed interest in hosting
the 2004 Games. The 10C will
send oul invitations for formal
bids on June 1. The host city
will be selected in 1997.

In an obyious reference to
the Chinese situation, 10C
president Juan Antonio Sama-
ranch said it was unfair 1o sin-

vle out a single nation for con-

demnation,
Fhe Olvmmpic nmwovement

cottinues IS relentless sirug-

|
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tennis gtrs
Sports Heporter

it the Baman inter-elul,
vetus o hainplonships, being
held at the Dhaka Club court
the Dhaka 4niversity Club
teamreached the guarterfinais
beating the United Nations
[(UN) Club in both the doubles
and singles encounters yester-
day.
In the doubles, Dr Muhibur
Rahman and Shahiduzzaman ul
DU prevailed over the UN pair
in straight sets 6-2, 6-3.

Dr Alamgir Zafar clinched
the issue for DU in the singles

by rallying to overcome his U\ |

Club opponent 4-6, 6-4, 6-4.

The marathon match involv
ing the two over 35-year-auy
dgroup players, ran till 9:00 pin
last night.

Real test ahead
of Indian
Davis Cuppers

CALCUTTA. April 4. Former
non-playing captain of the In-
dian Davis Cup team, Naresh
Kumar, yesterday said India's
World Group play-off in
September would be the real
test for the young team, re-
ports PTI.

‘The 5-0 clean sweep
against Philippines was a good
victory, but the World Group
play-off would be much
tougher, It will be the real test
for the young team after two
easy home ties". Naresh Kumar
told PTI here.

Praising the Indians for
their effortless win in the Asia-
Oceania Group-1 first round tie
against the Philippines, the
former non-playing captain
said the country had a promi-
sing Davis Cup team, but it
remained to be seen how they
handled the pressure in tough
matches.

't now depends on whom
we draw for the world group
tie and where we play. We will
dlefinitely be the underdogs but
the team has six months 1o

prepare. There's a lot of work |

to be done”. Naresh Kumar
weticl.
the [lormer non-plaving

caplain, who took Indian ten-
is 1o new heights duaring his
tenure. was not unduly worried
by the underdog tag. "We have
been underdogs many times
before but managed to pull of
upset victories. Leander is fully
capable of handling the pres-
sure but 1the others have to
he pointed oul.

Honeyghan hangs
.gloves up

LONDON, Apr 4: Former
undisputed world welter-

weight champion Lioyd Ho-

.neyghan announced his re-

tirefgent from the ring on

‘l!;ﬂdly at the age of 34, re-
ports Reuter.

Honeyghan's greatest night

n

Se he

in Atlantic Ly
27, 1986,
defeated the formidable Ame-
ricam Don Curry in six rounds
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Pov=b Malgenzata Sobatiska [IR) .nnl""".]t:xil'.'m Dictnco ¢ crone hold adoht thiesr wainnees
l.ruplm s alter winning the London Marathon on Sunday.

— AFP/UNB photo

—— '*' WIMBLEDON ,
Y Apr 4: When Dfﬂ-

P cials at the Wimb-
ledon tennis cha-
mpionships said
Lhey were going
to cI.lmp down on black
market tickets, they really
meant it. reports AP.

The All-England Club on
Monday released a catalog of
embarrassing scenarios in
which major companies have
had important guests turned
away at the Wimbledon gates
because their tickets were in-
valid.

In an effort to wipe out a
950-vear-old black market in:
whiclhh Wimbledon tickets were
bought for astronomical prices.
the All-England Club in 1990

introduced sweeping new
measures that invalidated any
ticket purchased from an
unauthorised agent or any

- other unofficial source.

Some of those trying to get
in with such tickets have found
themselves out of thousands of
pounds (dollars) and with egg
of their faces. Among the inci-
dents over the last few years,
according to the club:

— A major British commu-
nications company paid
15,000 pounds (dirs 24,000)
for an unofficial corporate hos-
pitality package for 12 guests
for the women's final. All of the
tickets were invalid and the 12
people turned away, their

tickels resold lor charity at 4
potiniels (dirs 6.40) each.

Wimbledon gets tougher

— A German business paid
more than 50,000 podnds
(dirs 80,000) for 35 Centre
Court tickets to entertain
some of his most esteemed

customers. All the tickets were

invalid and the group was re-
fused admission. _

— A Japanese businessman
paid a Llicket agency a 600
pound (dirs 960) deposit for
two tickets. After the tickets
failed to arrive, he discovered
Lthe agency had gone out of
business.

The All England Club said
many who have shown up with
invalid tckets weren't aware
they had been dealing with the
black market, but club chief
executive Christopher
Gorringe said there would be

no backing down.

*our policy has always been
lo ensure that ordinary tennis-
loving members of the public
can acquire tickets at a price
they can afford.” Gorringe said.
"The burgeoning black market.
in Wimbledon tickets made a
mockery of our carefully con-
sidered pricing and distribu-
lion system, because far too
many tickets were redirected
to those able to afford grossly
inflated prices.”

"The ticket conditions
were introduced to improve
this situation. We are commit-
ted to continuing these condi-
tions,” Gorringe said. "The last
thing we want is to cause indi-
viduals and' companies disapr
pointment, embarrassment or
financial loss, and this is #&y
simply avoided by checking
ticket validity prior to pur-
chase.”

Sanchez sidelined

HILTON HEAD, South
Carolina, Apr 4: World number
one star Arantxa Sanchez could

face up to six weeks out
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Clmton cheers
'em in vain

LITTLE ROCK. Arkansas,
Apr 4: President Bill Clinton
liel his home state on Monday.
night in cheering for the local
1eain in the National University
fasketball Championship

wluuliug their war cry "pig-
sooey’ Irom a Mexican restau-!

rant. reporis_Reuter.

With British Prime Mmiutcn
‘whn Major waiting to see him|
in Washington on Tuesday,
Clinteni .aid a large contingent
of old Iriends gathered ﬂ.ﬁ
Juanta’s restaurant here t
walch the university of Arka+
nsas Razorbacks, named after a
wild hog. play on television.

"They always give us a lot of
we try to have a car-
diologist at every watchinﬁ
party we have,” he said.

His team eventually luu’
»4)-78, to UCLA of California
the final played in Seattle,
Washington State. :

Clinton decided it woul
not be politically prudent
lake Air Force One all the wa
oul to Seattle to see the
in person, particularly since h
has to be in Washington
noon Tuesday for a
with Major at a touchy time
US-British relations. 2

S0 he contented himu.l!
with watching it on television
and eating chicken enchiladas
at Juanita's, with people
standing and yelling the school
chant that went something
like this: "ooooooocooco, pig -
sooey' Razorbacks' yeeaaaa."

Despite the stunned silence
that fell over Juanita's as the
Razorbacks fell, Clinton took it
gracefully, phoning UCLA
coach Jim Harrick and inviting
the team to the White House
lor the traditional victory re-
ceplion.

Organisers

defend London
Marathon

London. Apr 4: Organisers
for the London Marathon on
Monday defended safety mea-
sures for the event, saying
there was no way they could
have preventied the death of a
runner who collapsed and died
during Sundays race, reports
Reuter.

Police identified the man as
Michael Wood, 49, of the
Northern English County of
Cheshire. He had completed
about 18 miles of the race's
26 mile course (29 of 42 km)
and was the fourth runner to
die since the marathon began
15 years ago.

The cause of death will not
hu established until after a
post-mortem on Wednesday
but organisers said he had
probably suffered a heart at-
lack.

Race officials rejected any
idea ol vetting applicant run-
ners for medical problems as
impractical and unfair.

"The responsibility has got
to be with the applicants,”
Chris Brasher, chairman of
London Marathon Limited, told
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