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Mandela to visit Gulf states:

President Nelson Mandela is to visit Kuwait., Qatar, the United
Arab Emirates and Bahrain in a five day tour starting Sathrday,
reports AP [rom Johannesburg,

Making his lirst state visit to the Gulf States, Mandela is
to meel with deading politicians and royal I'Jmnily members.

'he trip is anned al strengthening relations and obtaining
Hnancial support tor South Alrica’s economic developmeént
Progranume

epalese PM to visit India A?r 10:

‘u.lr:p dese Primme Minister Manmiohan  Adhikari will leave on
Apiil 10 tor a live-day official visit te India at the invitation of
his lidian counterpart, P.V Narasiinha Raeo, state-run radio
announced on Tuesday. AFP reports from Kathmandu.

During his sdjourn to New Delhi, he will also meet Indian
President Shankar Dayal Sharma and other Indian leaders, a
Foreign Ministry otlicial said.

Simon Bolivar Prize for Clinton :

The 1995 S5imén Beolivar Excellence Prize will be awarded to J

U.S President Hill Clinton, the official Venezuelan news
agency Venpress reporied vesterday, Xinhua says from Carcas,
The coordinating council of the Americans and thé
Venezuelan Belividn Youth Foundation will bestow the honour
on President Clinton for “his untiring efforts and invaluable
labour lor the udtegration of the Americas,”
Venpress : ;

China shuts down mine: A nuge mine
blast that killed 32 people and seriously injured 12 in

southwest China has promptled provincial authorities to shut
down the mine. an official report said on 'ﬁjeadaj' AP says
from Beijing.

The March 13 blast in Fuyuan county, Yunnan province,
caused 854 400 yuan |dirs 101.714) in financial losses, the
Worker's Daily reported.

The report did not ghve details of the blast, :xt:l:pt to say
that il was a gas explosion.

Quakes hit Wellin Il New Zealand's
capilal was jolted on Tuesday by the latest in a series of small
earthquakes. but no damage was reported, Reuter says from
Wellington,

A tremor lasting about 10 seconds shook central Welling-
ton, seismologists said the tremor measured 4.8 on the open-
‘enided Richter scale and was centred offshore, some 70 km
(45 miles) to the north.

Flash flood in Indonesia : neavy rans

_in the western haif of Indonesia's densely populated Jaya
Island have inundated thousands of houses, the official Antra
'néws agency said on Tuesday. Reuter reports from Jakarta. -

It said several villages were swamped by a flash flood trig-
gered by a river. bursting its banks after incessant rains on
Sunday night. Theré were no I‘E[.H}I‘IE of ca&ualtiea or damage
to Crops.

Gen. John Sew,all a specialist on European security issues.

was named a special adviser on Monday to Secrelary of Sta
Warren Christopher on military issues in the Bosnia area. AP
reports frorn Washington.

He has been serving as vice director ﬂl the Institutr for
National 6trategic Studies of the National Defence University.
He will make his first trip to the area this month,

Guerillas blast SLA

blasted a post of the Israeli backed South Lebanon Army (SLA)
militia in’ South Lebanon on Monday. wounding two
militiamen. SLA sources said. Reuter reports from Harjay'nun
Lebanon. '

They said severalh mworitar bombs fired by guerillas
slammed into the fortified slap post at Sojound on the edge of
Israel’'s oecupation zone in South Lebanon:

e
19 rebels held in Eg?rpt LA total of 19
militants of Egypt's main armed Muslim group who were
planning 1o launch attacks in Cairo have been arrested. police
said Monday . AFP reporis from Cairo.

Eight automatic weapons, four bombs, explosives and

pomphlet-urthebannedgrwp.lmmldamimmum
a{ their homes, they added.

Five shot dead in Texas * A gunmen shot

and killed five pegple at a Texas oll refinery. inspection
company on Monday before turning the gun on himself
police said, AFP reports from Corpus Christi.

The man, who police believe was a former employee at
the Walter Rossler Company in Corpus Christi, Texas entered
the armed with twe aufomatic weapons and opened

budiding
fire, atmrdingtnpnﬂcrﬂaptﬂnPtrfectandﬂgm

Voleano erugts in Cape Verde :
volcano erupted in the Verde islands n¥ Alrica’s w;:;

coast, ﬂn: and l.lmh_- and sending thousands of
:imﬂagcrq fleeing a thick blanket of lava, AP reports from
'Ihtvﬂl:umunthtinh.lﬂufF began spewing flames
and lava at about 1 a.m Monday, ?::IIH‘ Prime Minister Pe-
0 Pires told TSF radio im Lisbon. The 10-island nation. a
Portuguese colony, is 400 kilometers E!«Iﬂ miles)

west of Senegal iIn the Atlantic.

8 die in Indian tower colla

Eight labourers were killed when an electric tower
near Keraon town at Misirpur village under Kaon police
station about 65 km from Allahabad, PT] rt:pnrtl
Allahabad.

The iower was being replaced by a new one. About 100
labourers were engaged in the work and 25 were on the top
of the tower when it collapse®.

Chmaexecutes5mmrobbers

Shanghai executed five men for robbing and kiling taxi
drivers and sentenced seven for similar crimes, Liberation
Daily said on Tuesday. Reuter repprts from Shanghai.

The City's Middie Peopile’s Court sentenced the five on
Monday and pthey were executed soon afterwards, it said. The
seven others peasants rom outside Shanghai, were sen-
tericed to between lﬁyraﬂmjaﬂarsdd:athinrrtpumd
robberies of taxis and the muwrder of a driver, it said.

Taiwan rebuffs Vietnam’s protest :
Taiwan said Monday #t rebuffed a Vietnamese protest about its
conduct in the Spratly Islands and reasserted its clatm to
sovereignty over Lhe disputed archipelago. However, while
talking tough w0 the Vietnamese Taiwan simultanecusly
sought o calm lension by calling off a marine police mission
to the Spratlys. reports AP froma Taipei

Kuwait to help
ensure peace

according to |

Christopher’s adviser named v

BOBt :Guu'ﬂ]nu}-

International

UN to cut off all support if

Rabbani refuses to quit

ISLAMABAD. Apr 4: The
United Nations is threatening
to turther isolate the nominal
government- ol - Alghanistan's
President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani and cut off all support if
he refuses to hand over power

“under a UN-sponsored peace

plan. reports AP,

il I'F (luesn't transfer
posaver, the members of the
United Nations  will not
recognise him.,” Mahmood

Mestiri. the UN special envoy,
told The Associated Press in
an interview on Monday in
neighbouring Pakistan,

"He should know that he
cdoes not just have ¥ have rela-

Lions withh hiis neighbours. he

liis 1o have relations with the

whiole workd,” Mestir added.
This is the tonighest talk v

fromi the United Nations,
which has grown frustrated
after struggling for months to
broker a peace agreement be-
iween Alghanistan's warring
Islamic factions.

Rabbani's term expired in
December, and he tgnored UN
deadlines for him to transfer
power in both February and
March, linding fault with UN
plan that called for a multi-
party governing council open
g all 10 of the feuding fae-
tions. :

Rabbanl is trying to can- -

vince many countries, particu-
larly Western nations, to re-
open their gmbassies in Kabul.
Il the Unifed Nalions were to

witiulaw its recosnition ol his

goverinment it woulg Meave him
eatrorehy isalaped and woualded

discourage other ruuntritu-

from getting more involved in
Alghanistan.
Sulefiman
spokesman for Rabbani's gov-
ernment in neighbouring Pak-
istan, saig on Tuesday that the

presidents was ready to step

down. bul "we want a pmctical
workable mechanism.”

Rabbani has demanded the
participation of Afghanistan’s
newest fighting force, the Tal-
iban militia.

The Taliban refused, accus-
ing the leaders ‘'of more estab-
lished factions of destroying
the capital and killing at least
20,000 people in-a ruthless
bid lor power. -

. Hpwever. the Taliban fight-
ers in Marc¢h rained hundreds
n[ ro Kels o1 Lhe Lamlai in an

Shah, a '

attejupt u:r dislodge Rahhanls
armnmy.

Hundreds of peaple were
wounded or killed before Rab-
bani's troops crove the Taliban

oul of their strongholds south
of the city. 7

As a result Rabbani now
controls the entire city, whieh
-has brought calm tp Kabul,
though it hasn't énded the war.

Now Mestiri has a new
peace plan., but it too seems
fraught with trouble. =

This time the proposed
multiparty council will be
made up of about 80 members:
Two representatives of each of

the 30 provinces and about 20 |

so-called independent person-
alities to be named h}r-the
Unlle-d Nations.

s o * 2 NEW DELHI. Apr 4: The In-
in'Bahrain e e i T
KUWAIT CITY. Apr 4: | win back alienated Muslim
Kuwait's Fereign Minister | voters ahead of general elec-

Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al
Sabah on Menday expressed

tions. has decided  to tone
down wough anti-terrorist laws

backing for the Gull state -of | after gpposition groups said
Bahrain which has been | they were being used to target
shaken by violence since De- | political opponents. reports
cémber. the official agency | Reuter

KUNA reporied. says AFP. Indias Home Minister

Kuwait is prepared to given |

meral or economic support to
ensyre stability and peace in
Bahrain., Sheikh Sabah said
after a visit 1o Bahrain.

He said he hoped the situa-
ton will stabilise in Bahrain
and sedition does not spread.

Shankar Rac Chavan. wilting
under a chorus of protests
from human rights groups and
political rivals. said late on
Sunday the rTunent was
considering replacing the Ter-
rprist and Disruptive Activities
(prevention) Act I'!‘A.[}N._-'tth

Joneshoro for several hburs.

: LTS I’reﬁident Bill Chinton fLJ h
the movie "Hoop Dreams” at Ar

the star of
ansas State Umverslty in
Junesboro, Arkansas following a library dedication
eeremony on Monday. Clinton, who is in his hometown of
Little Rock, Arkansas for several days of rest, flew to

A.rthur

i AFP#‘I.TNB phu‘tn

‘miles)

ZAMBOANGA:. Philippings,
Apr 4: Aboul 200 heavily
armed men swooped down on
a southern Philippine town

~and killed at least 100 people
. in 1 daring daylight attack

Tuesday. the military and a
radio station reportéd, says AP.

Arriving in boats and a bus,
the gunmen robbed four of the
town's seven banks. radio re-
ports said.

" They also ransacked at least
orne department store and. set
many buildings on fire to con-
fuse police and soldiers, said
Maj. Fredesvindo Covarubbias,

spokesman of the military's
ISDuthern Command. ;

He said that in addition to
100 peoplke killed. another 30
were wounded as the attack
turned the town of Ipil ihte a
virtual battlefield. The military
sent troops by helicopter to
the town of 50,000 people,
about 760 kilomeires (480
south Df Manila, he
added.

Radio rcpt:-rts said that in
late aftermoon. thick "smoke

[rom burning buildings was
blanketing lh%- town. . -

Among those killed were
the town police chief.  the
commander of the 10th In-
fantry Battalion stationed in

Ipil and a‘local bank nmnag:r
Covarubbias said.
‘He said the gunmen be-

longed (o a breakaway Muslim
rebel Taction that has turned to
banditry

Some atready’ were in posi-
Hion when thwe signal was given
lor thew to r, m! the banks si-
mull;-inf-uu-alr i iIHIIll{[ 12:45

4l Rebels rob 4 banks in
i .F]]lpmo town, kill 100

pin '[0445
spokesman said.
. Col., Raoberto Santiagn
commander of the army's
102nd Brigade, stationed in
Ipil, said he immediately sent

GMT]). thr:

urmored personnel carriers

after the bandits. who had

holed up. inside the compound .

of the public works office.

After about. a 30-minute
heavy exchange of gunfire, the
bandits fled toward a nearby
forest, he said. v

Covarubias said some ofthe

bank money was recovered

after the gurnfight..

Jocelvn, a witness who was
interviewed by radio station
DXRZ in Zamboanga, said the
armed men wore red head-
bands and military uniforms,
but some were in short pants
and civilian attire, She was not
furrher idf-nt:hf-d

Ukralman govt
dismissed

KIEV, Apr -4: Ukraines
parliament dismissed the
former Soviet republic’s
government today. saying it
had failed to implement plans
to reform the economy.,
reports Reuter,

Deputies, by a vote of 292 to
15, approved a no-confidence
motion in the government
headed by acting Prime Minis-
ter Yevhen Marchuk. Parlia-
ment chairman Alexander
Moroz said that under.the con-
stitution, the vote automati-

" cally meant the dismissal of

the governmenit.

150 Hutus massacred in Burundl

Fil )1 MBLURA. Burundi, Apr
4: At legst 150 Hutus, inostly
wiiiicnl aiud chilldren have been
massacred .in a single village in
northeastern Burundi by at-
tackers who shot or blud-
geoned them to fleath. the US
ambassador says, reports AP.

The killings took place be
tween Wednesday and Friday
in thg village ol Gasorwe, Am-
bassador Robert Krueger .said
Monday. The death Loll for the
whole region could be as high
as 450 jn killings over the past
Two weeks.

The kdlings didna

Armed peasants
take over town
in Mexico

SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS .
CASAS, Mexico, Apr 4: A grou
of armed peasams took over f
town in southerp Mexico on
Monday after a gunbattle that
killed qne person in one of
many simmering land disputes
in the troubled state of Chfa-
pas, police said. reports

r.

The peasants seized the
town hall of Las Margeriatas
and demanded the resignation
of Mayor Romeo Suarez Cule
bro and the naming of a coun-
cil to run ‘the town 54 miles
(90 km) southeast of San
Cristobal, the official Notimex
news agency said. J

The battle erupted when

aAppear

one peasant group tried to

throw a rival group off land it
occupied following the out-

break’ of a peasant rebellion on
New Year's dav 1994,

Lo e related (o ) exodus of
Rwandan refugees last aveek
fro1n nearby camps. Both coun-
tries sulfer lrom similar ten-
sions belween Hutus and Tut-
sis. but diplomats don't expect
violence on the scale of
Rwanda's ethnic massacres last
year to erupt in Burundi.

Since independence in
1962, Burundi's Hutus and
Tutss have slaughtered each
olher in their fight for control

of the country. More than
OO OO0 people have been
Killed sinee o lailed October
vy colip altempt by mem-

“bers of the Tutsi -dominated

army.

However, neither side is
powerful enough to launch a.
large-scale massacre like the
one blamed on Rwanda's mili-
tary last year that killed some
500,000 people, mostly Tutsis,
and sent thousands of refugees
into Burundi.

Krueger said he learned

about - the latest imnassacres Fri-
day and visited the area Satur-
day. touring hospitals and talk-
fng with parents of children
who had been beaten to death.

| have no explanation for

why people would beat chil-
dren s heads with clubs.’ he
saitl. "How can vou explain
soitiething like that? But that
is what | saw. children who

had their heads beaten in.”
Even in a country that en-

dures recurring explosions.of
ethnic violence —  including
fighting in the capital last year
between Tutsi soldiers and
Hutu civilians — the massacre
reported by Krueger was

unusually k
Thie. J:u#ﬁenmdm who lius

pubhicised  previous ethnic
killings. was clearly horritied
v what he saw. .

Off the Record

i rr—— SR G L T TR — A .

A nmdel dlbpluyq a blue Evemng gown \lnth a la.ce top during
the Carolina Herrera fall 95 _fashmp show in New York on

- Monday

.— AFP/ UNB phote

President’s son held for
assaulting girl friend - .
LUSAKA: The Zambia police has arrested Castro Chiluba,
‘son of President Frederick Chiluba, ‘for assaulting a femak: '

lnEnd at a Lusaka night Llu.b

reports Xinhua.

Police: spokesman Francis Musonda said on Monday thlt
Castre was arrested and charged with assault and threatening
violence on the lady immediately after the incident. '

Castro. who is held in Kabwata
will appear in court Tuesday. Musonda added.

police station in Lusaka,

[t is reported Castro became incensed after some misun-

| derstanding with the lady who was in the company. .
It is Lthe second time Castro is arrested and charged for an

assavli-related offence sinee Janyary this year. .

) 1

Desert soaked with liquor |

. ABU DHABL. The desert sands were soaked with liquor
after the Gulf emirate of Sharjah destroyed thousands of bot-
~ tles of d]l:'ﬂh{}] in a rrackduwn pﬂlice said Tuesday, reports

AFP.

Police used ‘bulldozers 1o n‘ush more than 6,000 whisky
and beer bottles before burying them in the desert.,

.. The bol‘.tlg% wWere 5

zedh frgm shops
few monthis im Sharjah. which bans alco

d ¢ ﬂ?trlhtpilﬁ
hfhlmbuhl}

and other miembers of the U,I}lt,i:-d Hap Enﬂratea a.l]ﬂi .ﬂulmhul
for non-Muslims at authorised shops and hetels.

'Army of bachelors'is’'
very worrisome =

BELWING: There are 28 single men between the ages DfZE

and 49 lor each singlée womédn of like age in rural China, a
China-funded Hong Kong nf-ws.paper said ’m:a-day rtporti-

Reuter.

Mal&a ol all ages outnumber femal‘ea by 30 nﬂlliun in the

fnuntrvsidf- Wen Wei Po said.
The newspa

#

per said it was quoting 1994 China-wide cen-

— e

meddy ht-raldmg the start of the tourist season.

As temperature begins to rise, and the new shoots of spring begin to show around the capital,

the clock of Big Ben stands majestically over the early tulips that grace Parliament square on

— AFP/UNB photo

sus figures and 1993 random sufveys in some provinces and

Cities.

The ratio of newborn boys to glr!s in rural areas in 114 to
100, or 3.6 million more boys than girls born every year, the
newspaper said.

Demographers say the problem stems from China's strict
birth-control polices which limit most families to one chiid.

Because families traditionally want a son to carry on the
family name, many people a;e taking advantage
scanning techniques to-identify and ah-urt female foetuses so
they can try again to have a boy.

China will have 50 million more males than female by
2000 it the trendd continues. the newspaper said, adding that
Eluia s “army ol bachelors™ 'is very worriseme.

China's growing nuclear_‘

muscle worries India

of modern

NEW DELHI. Apr 4. India is
apprehensive about a military
buildup and growing nuclear

. muscle in China, its neighbour

across the Himalayas that also
is establishing a naval presence
near Indian shores, says a De-

fence Ministry report, reports
. Even though Sino-Indian
relations are improving, "the
security environment in Asia...
still has potential for turbu-
lence”’, the B2-page annual re

porl said.

For this. it 1s essential that
India maintains a sufficiently
strong delence capability.”

India i closely watching
Chinese activity in neighbour-
ing Myanmar, where Beijing is
helping to modeérnise two
deep waler ports and con
sitruct a naval base, according
to Jane's Defence Weekly, pub-
1hhﬁi in London.

The Indian’ report said
Myanmar was being used as a
sanctuary and training area for
tribal insurgents {ighting sepa-
ratist wars in India's ﬂ.'fllﬂlt
Northeast.

Concerng about China

heightened last year after a ¢

Chinese trawler equipped with
sophisticated tracking and
surveving equipment was de-
tained by the indian coast
guard as-a suspected spy ves-
sel. It was released =under:

diplomatic pressure from Bei- .

jing,

China reportedly also has
installed an intelligence listen-
ing post in the great Coco is-
lands. 30 nautical miles from
India s Andaman islands chain.

India and China fought a -
war in 1962 over territorial

claims that remain ugresolved.

one th.ull was less liable 10 be
Imsusecd

Chavan told a group of Mus
lm inteliectuals that the gov-
ermunent was workiog to plung
loopholes in ihe existing law
thai gave sweeping powers to
police to arresi people sus-
pected of terrorism and hold
them without trial

‘A via mpedia (an alternative)
should be found and so a law
which can act as a deterrent
against persons indulging in
anti-pational activities and at
the same (ime provide for
che®king Its misuse. is
needéd,” Chavan was guoted by
a Mushm leatler as saying

Civil rights groups have
lambasted TADA as a big blot
on democracy. Opposition par-
ties and minority Muslim
groups say the law has been
misused to harass members of
their community

Maintenance of law and
order is state matter under the
Federal Constitution and some
state governmenis have been
accused of arresting political
opponents under TADA

Chavan told the Muslim in-
tellectuals he had already ad-
mitied in parliament thai the
law was being misused in some
slalts

Sharad Pawar. the former

chief minister of the western
state of Maharashira, at-
tributed his Congress Party's
recent defeal in state elections
to the large-scale alienation of
Muslims due 1o rampant mis-
use of TADA,

Congress has lost most of
the state polls since last year,
and deputies and party dissi-
dents accuse Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rac of neglect-
ing the minorities and eroding
the party's traditional voter
base

Muslims represent 12 per
cent of Indias 910 milHon
peeople

India introduced TADA to

check a surge ol violence

across the country. mainly in
northern Jammu and Kashmir
state. where a [ive-year-old
Muslim revolt has left 17.000
dead.

More than 1.700 of the
6.400-0dd prisoners in jail
under the law were arrested In
Jammu and Kashmir, accord-
ing to recent government fig-
ures, : ,

Nearly 1.500 people, mostly
Muslims, have been jailed in
the western state of Maharash-
lra after a series .of bombings
in Bombay in March, 1993 that
left 260 dead. India believes

Cong will tone down antz-terronst laws to woo M uslim voters

Pakistani intelligence agents
engineered the blasts with the
help of Bombay's Muslim un-
derworld

The chairman of the state-
sponsored National Human
Rights Commission, Ranganath
Misra, recently wrote to all
parliament deputies asking
them® not to vote for an exten
sion of TADA, which will lapse
if not renewed in May.

“The law and order ma
chinery should not be permit-
ted to operate any longer un
der the cover of such a black
law,” Misra was quoted by an
official as saying in the letter

Indian court orders
- release of 9

Americans

NEW DELHI, Apr 4: A court
in a southeastern state on
Tuesday ordered the release of
nine Americans and a Singa-
porean held in jail after a reli-
gious rally they organised
turmed violent, a news agency
reported. says AP,

The evangelists of the Hous-
ton based Gospel to the Un-
reached Millions have not been
charged so far. The United
News of India news agency
sald the foreigners were kept
in jail because they had earlier
refused to meet the conditions
for bail.



