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A Face in the Crowd

by Rashida Ahmad

Every day. in every way, Dhaka is seething
with a swarming horde of humanity. Walking.
riding. driving threough the streets, thousands
of laces. bodies. legs, arms, lorsos surround
you. At every instant, every step lorward, the
multitude shifts and {hangfn its co ition,

forever being replaced by a new flock of faces.
another assortment of bodies and individuals.
Yet among this great mutating mass. a single
nameless, anonvimous face once emerged, and
still haunts rom thme o time.

One day on my way to work., he was, quite
simply. there. at the eénd of the street where
my office is, sitting beside the rubbish heap.

Why | neticed him. that day. on o routine

rickshaw-ride.
amongsit L he
throng, amid the
heaving morniny
traffic ol peopld
and vehicles, wiu,
can say? Perhap~
it was the [udl
that usually no
one was to In
found sitting at
that spot. at th.
time of the mori
ing. Quite olten
small childroen
would be s¢orn
scavenging
through the g.u
bage. But he
wasnt scaveng
ing. He was ju-i
sitting. In Lhe

morning su. tw
rays of Hght ju-
reaching hun
through- Ll

iree’'s spreading
branches above

his stillness andl
composed nan

ner was acceii|

ated amid (ln

hdrry of human
activity all arouwl
him.

He was a tokai.
a pauper. a streel person. ol indeterminate age.
A vagabond. who might have been a child. or
perhaps as old as thirty. This quiet figure, his
thoughtiul inactivity, Immediately caught my at-
tention. and | craned my neck to watch as the
rickshaw rode past.

Therealfier, 1 observed him regularly, not
every day, but every other day or so, sitting in
Lhe samme spol, just sitting | paying no heed to
the rush and hubbub around him. | started una-
shamedly every time. scrutinising, examining.
as If he were a specimen under a micrescope.
What lired my curiesity to such an extent? I
cannot say.

He never seemed to notice my intent obser-
vatiens. lor which | was giad. He never sesmed
to notice® anything of the dafly hustle of human
activity. What comprised his private 'weérld, 1
wondered. that it appeared to be so completely
self-sufficient. that It needed to pay only a
fleeting regard to the outside world?

fAnd what was he deing. why he here. in this
mundane place. at this particularly plain inter-

Discussion on poet Shakti

section of streets, like a thousand other cross-
sectjons of the city? Why did he choose to sit
her¢, morning after morning, contemplating
who knows what?

It bothered me, unnerved me, that instead
of sitting on a peaceful mountain-top, as |
naively deemed more apt. he chose this spot Lo
reflect, perhaps as a trail among the mindless
mass of scurrying people to which I, mysell.
belonged.

Thereafter. | would stare even harder, as a
test of his indifference, wanting to, but at the
same time afraid to, catch his eye. [ had no
wish to be just a part of the crowd, as far as he
was concerned, | wanled to be noticed, for my

singularity, my
3 individuality and

| ‘ulonomy, my
separateness
from the crowd. |
challenged his at-
tention.

But he never
look the bait. he
was unreachable,
imperviqus. His
aloofness was
complete. Then,
one day. my rick-
shaw became
stuck in a jam. a
bottleneck of

iraffic, at the
junction where
he sat, and we

came to a stand-
sidl right beside
him. My eyes
[ixed on him in a
daring, anxious,
steady stare. And
at last he raised
his head, looked
up and met my
eyes with a direct
and penetrating

gaze.
Beneath the
wild, tortured

tangle of hair,
among the dirty,

smudged unsmiling [eatures, his eyes were lu-
cid and pure, flawless and clean. | tried, unwa-
vering, to understand. to see. There was some-
thing, | felt, if only | could perceive. What
would | find behind that look what, would I fig-
ure, of his world?

His clear, transparent gaze held mine for
what can't have been more than a few mo-
ments. But it was too long for me. | became
suddenly ashamed. I flinched, invol ly. and
looked away. He knew what was in my mind,
my arrogance and pathetic need. | felt his un-
disturbed. calm inspection of me cunt:inue as
the rickshaw finally moved off.

Sometime after that., he disappeared. 1 don't

know exactly wheén. 1 avelded bim. on subse-

quent encounters, staring directly ahead with
an apprehérisive uneasiness. And then one day
he was gone. and the day after, and the day af-
ter that. | never saw him again. But, his memo-

ry haunts the spot. under the tree, h-:sjdt the

rubbish tip. | rt:mrmhrr him often.

Dutch envoy

Mini=ter for Commerce and Information M Shamsul Islam presiding over a consultative
meeting of the Ministry of Commerce on the Biennial Import Policy 1995-97 at a hotel in the

city yesterday. Stery on Page 1
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Nat'l Science Week ends|

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yeslerday called for
making the innovative activi-
lies as a part of national cul-
ture for ensuring progress and
development of the country.
He was addressing the con-
cluding ceremony of National
Scienceg and Technology Week
at Science and Technology
Museum premises in the city,
reports BSS. :

State Minister for Science
and Technology Prof M A
Mannan attended the function
as the special guest while Sec-
retary of Science and Technol-
ogy Dr Mahiuddin Khan Alam-
gir was in the chair,

Director of the museum Dr
A M Azirur Rahman Khan and
young scientists Tauhidur
Rahman Boby from Dhaka and
‘Bania Mannan from Pirozpur
also spoke on Lhe occasion.

The president highly ap-
preciated the inventions of the
young scientists from across
the country exhibited during
the week and urged the scien-
tists and experts to make the
efforts and fmventions of the
young scientists usable

through [urther developments.

Some 150 young scientists
with their projects came up in
the final round of the science
week competition in senior
and junior groups.

Mohammad Rashedul Islam
Rokon of Fulkuri Biggan
Chakra of Bogra secured the
first position in senior group.
The name of his project is
'portable  photo print machine
with local resources.’

Mohammad Omar
Azad Chowdhury of Chowdhury
Science Club of Gaibandha
and Ahsan Habib of Faridpur
Biggan Khelaghar got the sec-
ond and third position respec-
tively from the same group.
Their projects are automatic
incubator and devclaped solar
oven,

Mohammad Amtnullah Ba-
har of Prashnik Bigganagar of
Khulna, Mohammad Nur Alam
of Government Technical High
School of Noakhali and Tania
Mannan of Greenstar Science
Club of Pirozpur won the first,
second and third prize re-
spectively in junior group of
the competition.
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ABC founding
anniversary
observed

The I7th founding anniver-
sary of Assistance for Blind
Children (ABC) was observed
on Sunday at BMDC audi-to-
rium, says a press release. -,

M K Anwar, Minister of
Shipping, was the chief guest
on the ogcasion. Munira Khan,
President. ABC chaired the
[unction. Raushan Ahmed,
senior vice-president, Z B M
Bakht. general secretary, ABC,
founder members, past pre-
sident and the members of the
general body of ABC. Nina

Jaquet. Charge d'Alfaires, Royal
Danish Embassy in Bangladesh.
the dignitaries, and a number
of well-wishers were present
in the function. The blind
students of ABC sponsored
hostels, Comilla and Gazipur
presented an excellent cultural
function. :

The chief guest praised the
outstanding services given by
ABC -in last 17 years to the
blind children for training,
education, rehabilitation and
eyesight restoration progra-
mmes in Bangladesh.

;
Dhwanan formed

By Staff Correspondent

A new cultural orgamu'ﬂun
under the name and style of
‘Dhuwanan’ was formed on
Monday aiming to train the art
of speech, rhetoric, pronun-
ciation, recitation, dramatics
in Bengali language.

A nine-member committee
was constituted with Dr
Sanjida Khatun and Pran Kanai
Roy Chowdhury Tito as its

president and general sec- -

retary. Poet Shamsur Rahman
and Prof Kabir Chowdhury have
been named as its advisers.

The organisation will begin
a three-month appreciation
course this month. Waheedul
Haq, Naren Biswas, Biplab Bala
and Mir Barkat will conduct
the course.
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Keep transportation
of frozen foods
outside hartal,
urges FFEA
By Staff Correspondent

The Frozen Food Exporters’
Association (FFEA) yesterday
called for keeping the trans-
portation of frozen foods
outside the purview of hartal.

In a statement., association

president Aftabuzzaman said
export of frozen fooed was

playing a vital role in" eaming
foreign currency. :

He called wupon the
Opposition not to bring the
transports relating to the
sector within the purview of

hartals.

- CAREER
OPPORTUNITY

reputed Group of Companies is looking
emale) to the Chamnan
and Managing Director of the Group.

The incumbent should meet the following

Awell
for a SECRETARY

cntena

Should have Bachelor
Good command in English
At least 3 years experience in Secretarial

job

gasspurt size
ANDAR PO

Sound knowledge of computer ﬂperatmg
Attractive compensation package will be
offered to the deserving .
Application with full Curriculum Vitae and a
hotograph should reach

X-2025 Chittagong on or
before 15th April, 1995.

#

Degree |

candidate.
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\STA CUP 1995 l
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AST Computer is onic of the key

India vs

Bangladcsh
SanﬂB-_um

Mnuhdm

of the event.

Sponsors
AST'’s ground hoardings will be wammly greeting the
countrics

viewers of the

right across Asia

through Star TV's Prime Sports channel and some local

channcls as well.
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and wish you all happy viewing!
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A discussion meeting on central librarvy at about 1:00 =
late Shakti Chattapadya, a lea- . mGEI\ Ma_lld
ding Indian peel of Bengali Cultural activists, young

literature, was held at Dhaka
University yesterday, reporis
LNB. '

Muktamon. a university-

based cultural organisation. ar- _

poets and journalists attended
the discussion and paid a glo-
wing tribute to the late poet.
Shakti Chattapadya died fo-
llowing a massive heart attack

The Ambassador of Nether-
lands to Bangladesh Robert A.
Vornis called on Agriculiure
dainl Water Resources Minister
M Majid-ul Haq at his Secre-

Muthra I{}mn pn-%ident ABC. (M), Raushan Ahmed, senior vice president and Z B M Bakht,

©ﬂpﬁ©©©,Computers Ltd.

The Pioneers in Bringing Micro-Computers to Bangladesh.
749, Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Phone : 315331, 317664, Fax : 813464

general secretary, ABC seen in the plcturﬂ MK A.nwar Minister of Shipping, addressing as
I chiel guest

on March 23 at Biswa Bharati
in Calcutwa.

ranged the function at "Hakim

tartate olfice wqtrnlm reports
Chattar". near the university
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~ MAKE "HR BHABAN"
YOUR PREMIER OFFICE ADDRESS

Acrobatic show: A iwo day acrobatic show will begin.
Venue: Shilpakala Academy auditorium. Time: 5:00 pm.

At Reliance Your Security

Embroidery show: A ien-day embroidery show will
begin. Venue: Shilpakala Academy auditorium. Time: 5:00 pm. |

Seminar on electricity: institution of Engineers. Ban-
gladesh (IEB) organised seminar on "Prospects of Electricity
Generation from Wind Energy in Bangladesh” will be heild.
Venue: Seminar room ol the I[EB. Time: 5:00 pm.

*\

(Comes ‘First

Indian short film session: Five short films by
Kumar Shahani. Sanat Dashgupta and Sandip Ray to be
screened. Venue: indian High Commission auditorium, House

# 25 Road # 2 Dhanmondi. Time: 6:00 pm. +

Rotary Club of Dhaka Mid-Town: The 857th
regular weekly meeting of the club will be held. Venue: Dhaka
Sheraton Hotel. Time: 5:30 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka

weekly meeting of the club will be hel
Hotel. Time: 5:30 pm.

National Jatra Festival: Jatra Neechutalar Manush
will be staged by the New Pratima Opera Group from
Shibalaya. Manikganj. Venue: Shilpakala Academy auditorium.
Time: 7:00 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka South; regular weekly
meeling and monthly Board of Directors meeting will be held. P
Verww: Hotel Purband International. Time: 5:30 pm.

#A: The regular
. Venue: Sonargaon

Prominently located on junction of VIP and Shantinagar Roads in Kakrail and |
strategically positioned between the commercial hubs of Mothijeel and
Kawran Bazor, HR Bhabon represents an ideal address for business houses

and other organisations.
anﬂymﬂupb?hd:/ﬂm'l HR Bhaban offers the following
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Thundershower hkely

- two elevatsrs and a standby generator
I-t.m:!;;r lhundrr;ﬂ:u;vcr accompanied by tﬂnp;rlry gusty - effective security system and monitoring <
or squally wind is likely to occur at one or two places over . 2 __ mainfenance
Khulua division during the next 12 hours till 6:00 pm today. - high standord JW“ including
reporis UNB - a serene and clean enviornment
S sels today at 6:16 pm and rises tomorrow (Thursday)

- high sophistication in structure with all round natural light

Work on extension of the present structure by way of building of odditional
floors is due to commence by May 1995 and the first three floors (each having
an area of 6, 300 sH) will be ready for leasing / occupation by October 1995.

al .2 4O

Yesterday's maximum and minimum temperature (in
degree Celsius) and humidity (in percentage] were recorded
in some major cities and towns as follows:

RELIANCE

INSURANCE RS- T Crlty I;::,-ﬁ::;: Commercial and other organisations interested in leasing space (minimum
LIMITED Dhaka 378 223 " T 2" 1500 sh) ore requesied fo contact Mr. Anisur ot ol e
Chittagong 31.2 236 55 53 835997, 835998 for further information.
Cox's Bazar 335 256 44 73
Sylhet 340 198 P 45
Khuina 356 21.0 62 52 HR HOLDINGS UMITED, HR HBABAN, KAKRAIL, DHAKA-1000
Rajshah 365 185 47 28 1
Jessare 356 19.5 : 5 — e ——————




