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NEWS BRIEFS

Khaleda may visit
ROK in May
Prime Ministier Begum
Khaleda Zia is expected 1o pay
an official visit to South Korea
in the last week ol May, official
sources said in Dhaka vester
day. The visit will take place at
the invitation of the South
Korean President. The gov-
ernsuenis of the two countries

are linalising details ol Lhe
planned visit. reports LINB.

Defence secy
meets naval chief

Defence Secretary M A
Hakim paid a visit w0 the naval
headquartiers ai Banani yesier-
day and met chiel of the naval
stafl Rear Admniral Mohammad
Mohaiminul Islam. The navy
chief warmily received the new
dedence secrelary and intro-
duced o him the principal
slafl officers and ithe directors
of the naval headguarters. re-
ports BSS

Arms, looted
[ -

goods seized in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Apr 4 De
tective Branch ol Chittagong
Metropolitan Police [CMP) re
covered a good number of
arms and ammunition and
looted goods from a residence
at Feroz Shah colony here to-
day. The detective police. who
made the drive in collaboration
with Paharali police. arrested
four persons in this connec-

tion. reports BSS.

Indian cattle,

I . l

RAJSHAHI. Apr 4. BDR per-
sonnel of 20 Rifle Battalion
seized Indian cattle. salt, cur-
resit net. clothes, carbon filkn
and grapes worth Taka over
three lakh by conducting se
efal anu-smuggling drive at
Hakimpur, Berhpara. Hon
rumpur Lanikumra and Keog:
shi under the battalion area

ruurdly an official handout
sald, reports BSS

*
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Vested quarters created fertiliser crisis'

PM warns of stern action

MOHANGAN.J (Netrakona),
Apr 4. Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia 1oday said that
certain vested quarters had
vrealed an artificial flertiliser
crisis for political gain. reports
UNB.

They wanted 1o play with
rice. but failed as the govern-
ment took measures to foil
their evil design, she said.

The Prime Minister ad-
dressed two mammoth public
meelings at the Mohanganj Pi-
Government High School
playground and Jahangir T
Amin Pilot High School ground
under Madan thana of Ne-
trakona district,

Begum Zia warned of stern
acltion against those responsi-
ble lor the artificial lertiliser
crisis. She asserted that action
would be taken against them
alter mguiry,

She said. her governimment
had first reduced the fertliser
price. bul some traders be-
longing Lo the vested quariers
hoarded [lertilisers and sold
them at high priees.

Linder Lhe circumstances;
the government arranged dis-

tribution ol lertilisers through
dlistrict achministrations, When
thie adiministration started the

smooth distribution the oppo-

sition parties calléd for hartal

and blockade programmes
causing discuption of fertiliser
transporiation. she siid.

AL o stawe, Begom Zia ol

leged that. soine opposilion
parties instigated looting of
fertiliser alfecting the distri-
bution system.

Instead of cooperation. the
vested quarters called for har-
tals and blockade programmes
to hamper lood production at
the cosl of immense sufferings
of farmers. she observed.

"It was also the duty of the

Khaleda may talk
- (Ganges 1ssue

with Adhikar

Prime Ministér Begum
Khaleda Zia is expected to dis-
cuss the Ganges water sharing
issue ‘with her Nepalese coun-
terpart Manmohan Adhikari
during her forthcoming visit to
the Himalayan kingdom, offi-
cials indicated yesterday. re-
ports UNB.

Begum Zia is scheduled to
leave Dhaka Friday for Kath-
mandu on a two-day visit to
Nepal.

The Prime Minister,
although making the tour in
her capacity as SAARC chair-
person, will seize the opportu-
nity to hold talks with Adhikari
on bilateral matters, regional
and international issues of
common concern, besides the
progress and future pro-
gramimes of the seven-nation

See Page 12 Col 7

Opposilion to ensure simooth
supply of fertiliser, but they
hlocked railways and roads to
hamper (ransportation.” she
said.

She said the BNP govern-
ment had waived agricultural
loans up to Tk 5,000 and land
tax up to 25 bighas and termed
her party as the true friend of
lirmers,

Begum Zia said the Opposi-
tion became imbalanced and
were resorling Lo ‘games’ one
after another (o harass the
governmenil
eries for the people.

The Prime Minister said
rice price had slightly in-
creased due to drought in the
northern districts, and added
that prices of rice and fer-
tiliser were now coming down
due (o prompt measures uf lht
government.

There are adequate atocka
ol fertiliser and rice in the
country, she said while allaying
fears of further rise in prices
ol essentlal commodities. -

in an obligue reference to
the Awami League. she said an
opposition party has become
desperate to go to power by
any means. "They do not think
about people. While they dre-
am of ascending to power they
also dream of looting.”

Begum Zia said people
would not give them any more
chance to plunder naltlional

Sev Page 12 Col B

and bring mis- |

Minister Begum Rhaleda Zaia

Pilot High School ground in Netrakona district vesterday

addressing a huge public meeting atl the Mohanganj

— PID photo

By Staff Correspondent
Minister for Industries A M
Zahiruddin Khan rtllgnﬂﬂ

from the cabinet mmrday'

| after nﬂu‘i? three and a half
' yéarsin the job.

He submitted his resigna-
tion letter to Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at around
noon. It was accepted by the
fresident at 3 pm, the PM's
Office and ministry suun:cn
said.

A government announce-
ment last night cited no rea-
son for Khan's quitting but
BNP insiders said that he was

asked by the Prime Minister to

resign following Lhe acute fer-
tiliser crisis in thé country.
A government handout said

See Page 12 Col 1

Hasina exchanges
views with cross-
section of people

By Staff Curresponﬂent

Awamnii League chief Sheikh
Hasina held a series of meet-
ings with different political
parties and socio-cultural and
professional groups yesterday
lor an exchange of views on

the current anti- gnw:nlmlmt
sfitation.

AL oinl neeting with lht

the Sramik
Karmachari Oikya Parishad
(SKOP) and the Krishibid
Institution at her Dhanmondi
office, Hasina expressed her
strong resentment at the re-
cent killings of industrial
workers and [armers, sources
said. Besides, terrorism, the
rice and f[ertiliser crises and
the price-hike of essentials
also came up for discussion at
the neeting.

Hasina sought cooperation
ol the two erganisations in the
agitation for a caretaker gov-
ernment and supply of essen-
tials itl fair prices

See Page 12 Cal 3
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Liberal import policy

soon, says Shamsul

By Staft Correspondent

A liberal mport policy
would be inmuroduced soon but
al the same time steps would
be taken to aveid import of

vinecessary goods, Commerce
Al Infermation Minister M
Shamsud |slagn said yesterday.
The government's import
policy aims at helping the
growith ol indigenous indus-
iries, supplying inputs in time
and improving the quality of
commwodilies.” he said
Referring to the withdrawal
of 125 items from the import
conrol list dunng 1993-95 to
implement a liberal import
policy. the mministier said that
the government is actively
consideriag W withdraw some
olther commodities from the
conitrol list in continuing the
ongoing sunplification process

He added that as in the
pasi opinions ol the
industrialisis and (raders

would receive priority
consideralion in the
lormulation ol the 1995-97
import policy

The Commerce Minister

was presiding over an import
conswltative comumitice meet-
ing held in a local hotel. Lead-
ers of different trade organisa-
lions, olflicials of concerned
ministries and departments
made delailed observations
and proposals for preparing
Lhe next bienhial import pol
Wy

A lotal of 221 proposals
were placed al the meeting by
some 39 public and private
seclor organisaluons seeking
changes in the 1995-97 im-
port policy

Prefident of Federation of
Bangladesh Chamber of Com
merce aind Industry (FBCCI)
Salman F Ralhman. President of

See Page 12 Col 7

UNDCP-sponsored master plan

Survey on drug abuse
begins from June

By Masud Anf

The United Nauvwons Drug
Control Programune (UNDCP)
in collaboration with the De-
partment! of Narcoties Control
IDNC) is  implementing a mas-
ter plan o conirol drug abuse
in  Bangladesh The implemen -
tation of the plan will involve
1 .9 million US dollars

The five-year plan is aimed
al reducing the influenece of
drugs and related criminal ac
tivities on individuals. families
vl comununities, according w
SOLCES.

The European
Couununity
[haRr

F.conomic

is limancing the

Under the plan. a4 country-
wide survey is expecied Lo be-
mu next June Lo establish a re
hable data base on drug abuse
in the country

Official sources say. no such
survey has been conducted in
the couniry se far But the
number of the drug addicts is
estimaled between 100 thou-
sand and | 3 million

The progect will focus on
LAree majer seciors — law en
forcement and legal assistance
ireatment and rehabilitation
amd! preventuive educatwon and
idormwai o

Ser Page 12 Col 6

Mob storms bldg
for blocking

access of
fire engine

By Staff Correspondent

Nearly 100 people siormed
4 multi-storied building at
Sipahibagh under Sabujbagh
thana which hlocked the ac-
cess of a f[ire engine gone
there to'put out a blaze, police
and Fire Service sources said.

A larpe water tanker from
the Rajarbagh fire station failed
lo negotiale a narrow kerb
around the said building near
Bhuiyanpara, where 20 rooms
ol a tin-shed slum were gutted
by a fire in the afternoon.

The owner of the building
alleged that although the fire
was doused within several
minutes after the arrival of the
vehicle, a Fire Service man re-

portedly incited the local
people by saving that the
tanker could not reach the

spol because Lhe building had
narrowed the road

See Page 12 Col 6

Manzur murder
questioned

By Staff Correspondent

CID officials continued their
investigations inlo the myste-
rious 1981 death of Maj Gen
Abul Manzur No new arresis
were made in this connection
yeslerday

“They are wying to fill some
of gaps regarding the informa-
tion gathered in the course of
Ltheir investigation. Some more
people have been guestioned
over the past lew days.” one
C1D official told The Daily Star

The persons questioned are
Subedar Nurul Islam. Sepoy
Sadruddin. Naik Shamsuddin
and Naik Sazder — all of whom

were in service during the May
30 198 | assassination eof

See Page 12 Cal 4

‘Iders,

US First Lad}'-Hillar}r Rodham Clinton and her dat.m-
"Chel=ea waving from the gangway prior to their departure

fur -Colombe yeﬂterday.

— Btar photo
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.. KUWAIT, ﬁpr 4: A group. of
Bangladeshi workers has ac-
cused a Kuwaiti employer of

not paying wages for five mon-
ths and of providing unhealthy

accommodation, the Bangla-

desli Embassy said today, re-

ports Reuler.
An enibassy spokesman said

- the crubasssewas. haviag difli-

culty in trying to contact the
owners ol Lhe company. Al-Ra-

gad Trading and Contracting
Company. to probe complaints
set oul in a statement of the
79 employees delivered to the
embassy on Monday. -

If the firm continued to be

"untraceable”™ t(he embassy
would pursue the matter with
Kuwait's labour authorities, he
said.

The listied telephone num-
ber for the company was out of

order and no company officials

could be contacted for com-
ment.

The workers. including we-
eleciricians and driver,
also complained ol poor con-

ditions at their brick and Lin-
buill barracks, the spokesman

‘said. confirming a report in

the En
mes.
company s manager was [ra-
rdann.

The workers said they wo-
uld strike if they were not
paid. .

The embassy spokesman
said the workers would nor-
mally be paid around 35 dinars
(120 dollars) a month.

An embassy official had vis-
ited the barracks's and judged
the conditions Lo be unhealthy.
the spokesinan said.

Some workers also alleged
they had not been provided
with residence permits. The
embassy had therefore issued
the workers with documents
explaining their predicament
s0 they would not be detained
by police when moving around
Kuwait City.

Kuwaitli olficials have said
some labour problems involv-

See Page 12 Col 7 -

ish-language Arab Ti-

Ald situation bad, says Saifur

Finance Minister M Saifur

Rahman yesterday said that .

Bangladesh should increasingly
depend on its own resources
and should develop a capital

| market primarily relying on

the domestic investors.

“From next year. at least 42
lo 43 per cent of the funds for
the annual development pro-
gramme (ADP) will be allo-
caled from domestic re-
sources.” the Finance Minister
said. noting that the ald situa-
tion had deleriorated and
donor agencies were drasti-
cally reducing their assis-
tance.

"We will have 1o work hard
lu be sell-reliant in our devel-
opmernt efforts and the stock
inarket is an important cata-
lyst,” Rahuman said. "We have to
creale savings to invest in pri-

By Staff Correspondent

ority seclors. mobilise re-
sources lrom other sources
and not depend on donors.”

in this regard, the minister
pointed out. the presenl na-
tional savings rate was 15 per
cent and within the next oné
year the GDP to investment
ratio was expected tp reach
17 or 18 per cent, which wo-
uld have a favourable impact on
the country's growth rate.

The Finance Minister was
addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of a workshop on "Secu-
rities Markel Development,”
jointly organised by the Ece-
nomic Reporters’ Forum (ERF)
and the Securities Exchange
Commission (SEC) in the city.

Referring lo a recent com-
ment en Lhe lock in period in
the share market and the re
cent lertiliser crisis by a re-

43 pc funds for ADP to come
from domestic resources

presentative of a donor agency,
the Finance Minister said, "We

do not need any foreign advice
from any ambassador or high
commissioner. We should have
a,good idea of ourselves; we
have resilience and vigour. and
we should not suffer from
complexes and seek unwanted
wisdom."

The inaugural session of the
workshop. chaired by ERF
President and Editor, Financial
Express Moazzem Hosssifn, was
also addressed by SEC Chair-
man Sultanuzzaman Khan,
Dhaka Stock Exchange Chair-
man Khurshid Alam and Chit-
lagong Stock Exchange Chair-

man Amir Khashru Mahmud

Chowdhuary.
Sailur Rahman made it clear
that from now on foreigners
See Page 12 Col 1

Eight Left Democratic Front
(LDF) leaders and activists
have been sued under the
Special Powers Act 1974 on
charges of arson and
property, reports UUNB.

The accused are Hasanul
Huq Inu. Tipu Biswas. AFM
Mahbubul Haq. Dilip Barua.
Golam Mahmud, Shirin Akhter
and Krishna Pada. Krishna
Pada was arrested by police on
Sunday (rom the scene at
Motijheel,. LDF sources sald
yesterday .

They have beem charged
with invelvement in Sunday’s
incident at Motijheel where
two wehicles were burnt and
several others damaged during
a scheduled siege of the FBCCI
office by the LDF.

Ser Page 12 Col 3

days against a

100 more mJured. Sec 144
clamped on Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 4. The dis-
trict administratjon has im-
posed Section 144 for an in-
definite period frem tonight
on town as the work-
ers of major political par-
ties clashed again with Jamaat
activists this meming

At least 100 people were
injured in the clash. Police
fired blank shots, and lobbed
leargas shells to disperse the
warring groups.

The local units of the major
parties including BNP, Awami
League. Left Democratic Front,
All-Party Students Unity have
been agitating for the last few
public
meeting here the Ameer of
Jamaat-e-Islami Golam Azam

on April 7.

Police also raided the
houses of a number of local
leaders including those of
ward commissioner Habib
Zulfikar Taru, Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal leader Shamim
Ahmed and Bangladesh Chha-
tra League leader Golam Hai-
der.

Police arrested 11 persons
including the local  leader of
the Communist Party of Ban-
gladesh (CPB) Ismail Hossaln.

To protest today's incident
and resist the arrival of Golam
Azam the All-Party Action
Committee has called for a
three day hartal from tomor-
row in Sirajgan) town and at all

nine thana headquarters.

e newspaper said the -

|.

Hillary leaves
deeply
im_pmd

By Staff Correspondent

US First Lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton yesterday lauded
Bangladesh's progress in the
fields of health care, educa-
tion, economic development
and population control.

"The successes | witnessed
here are models for the rest of
the world," Mrs Clinton said
in a prepared statement han-
ded to the mediamen at the
end ol her three-day visil to

Bangladesh.

Mrs Clinton said she was

Editorial on Page-4

leaving "deeply impressed with

the sirength and determina-
tion of the Bangladeshi people.

"In my future travels to
other countries, and around
the United States, 1 will re-
member the creative and inno-
vative solutions applied here to
some of humanity's most vex-
ing problems.” she added.

The First Lady also stated:
" owe special thanks to
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia for
taking time to exchange views
on a range of issues of mutual
interests to the United States
and Bangladesh.”

She said she was confident
‘it will become  even more so
it the years to come.”

See Page 12 Col 3

Ershad's tormer
adviser

refused bail

By Court Correspondent

The Chiel Melropolitan Ma-
gistrate's court yesterday refu-
sed bail to Dr Rafiquzzaman, a
former adviser to deposed pre-
sident Ershad. and sent him to
jail.
Rafiquzzaman was earlier

-:-u"resled by the Anti-C Orrup-

on Bureau on Mbénday iIn
connection with the defalca-
tion of a bank loan of over Tk
10 crore.

- Moving the bail, the lawyer
for the defendant. former pub-
lic prosecutor Shamsul Huq.
argued thal the case was insti-
tuted to politically and socially
malign his client. He noted
that a money suit filed by the
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank in
1992 was still at the hearing
stage and that Rali Systems
Ltd.. of which Rafiguzzaman is
the managing direclor., was a
joint venture project with the
BSE.

He claimed that the Anti-
See Page 12 Col 1

| Finance Ministry

break-in : DB

to 1nvest1gate
By Staff Correspondent

Investigation in to Sunday
night's daring break-in inci-
dent at the Finance Ministry
has been taken over by the De
tective police.

Senior police officials vis-
ited the third floor of Building
No 7 ait the Bangladesh Secre-
tariat yesterday.

Editorial on Page-4

The break-in took place in
12 rooms of the Finance Min-
istry, including the rooms of
the minister and the banking
secretary.

On Monday, a case was filed
with the Ramna police station.
Police picked up three em-
ployees working at the build-
ing for questioning but re-
leased them later.

Finance Ministry officials
insisted that nothing was miss-
ing from the rooms.

SSC candidate
murdered in
Mirpur

By DMCH Correspondent

A Secondary School Certifi-
cate (S8C) examination candi-
date was killed by some youths
al Mirpur in the city Monday.

Sources say, a group of
about 10 local mastaans at-

tacked Nazrul [slam, 20, with
machetes and other weapons
at Taltala.

The youths were Laking re
venge because Nazrul had re
portedly helped the police ar
rest some of them when they
were indulging in extortion

abeut a month ago.
Nazrul was the only son

among late Abdul Mannan's five
children. A student of the Al
imuddin High School, Pirer

bagh. he was preparing for the
SSC examinations, due 1o

See Page 12 Col 8



