The Dily Star

Re-establishing CIDA's Commitment to Bangladesh

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

adan has disbursed over two billion dollars Canadi-

! S a loval development partner ol Bangladesh. Can-

an) as grant, assisting such key sectors as raillways.

“agriculture.
irrigation.

Jthan two '[i't{dvl_'fﬁ"i

population control,
flood control and energy. Established in
1968. CIDA (Canadian International Agency).
has been supporting a series of

rural development

for more

prt:rjrrls of the Bangladesh government which include

- reduction of poverty, better flood management,

policy

reforms and technological improvements in agriculture,
strengthening of infrastructure and atming at greater
<gender equity. Huguette Labelle, president of CIDA and a
"former Deputy Minister of Transport. on a recent visit
to Dhaka. talks to the Daily Star on CIDA's future de-
Wwelopmental goals in the world with special emphasis on

"‘Bangladesh.

The suain thrust of CIDA's
work. says Labelle, has been
working on sirengthening the
capacily of social and eco-
nomic institutions focussing
on improving production ca-
pacity and empowerment of
the rwural poor _especially
women. Health too, has re-
ceived priority in CIDA’'s
agenda. savs the former WHO
(World Health Organisation)
expert and president of the
Canadian Red Cross Society,
~wmentioning the Agency's fer-
tility and infant moftality re-
ducing programmes. Crop di-
versity, railway improvement
and rural electrification are
other spf:c:ﬁ:: projects.

& "In looking to the future”
.Says Labelle, "CIDA has re-
. its mandate which is to
ﬂupp-c-rl sustainable develop-
"ﬁwnl in developing countries:
JOur newly stated programme
prlurllies are satisfying basic
“human needs
: health, water. sanitation ete.
and we are going to spend 25
percent of resources available
' .on this. This is beyond the call
"“of the UN's 20 per cent prior-

ject’

— . education,

Labelle cited women and
developmentl. infrastrucinre,
human rights and good gover-
Hance, development privale
sector Lo create employment
and environment as being the
main agendas ol CIDA's future
prograiimne.

Yet whatever the pro
gramme priorily is the prime
focus adds Labelle, is human
development. 'So even some-
thing like, say water accessi-
bility will be related Lo human
sustainability”. she says. Creal
ing projects that are
‘integrated’. is also a prumary
concern for CIDA. " If the pro-
. says the current chancei-
lor of the University of Ottawn
"supports micro enterprise for
the poor, we Lryv to build in
basic education, health and

- community management .

Similarly she continues 'il the
project is on crop
diversification we will try to
build ‘in nutrition, health,
water and sanitation and
education. We try to streich
ihe use of resources as much

as possible”.
This 'stretching’ of re-

sources. is all too necessary in a

s ==

Hucuette Zebelle, president of
LA

et I=~ln||||'

development assistance The
total volume will be reduced’
says Labelle, "but we will still
be able to maintain a high con-
cteniration on countries like
Bangladesh whieh requires
support and at the same time
profiressing in a very positive
way. according to developmen
tal indicators such as infant
mortality rates and growth of
micro industry”.

But the burning question
that has been the subject of
miich debate, is whether in-
ternational assistance of this
sort which is oflen- tied up
with poor conditions, actually

Benchciaries of a CHDA prowet in N.Iuktagm:ha Wﬂrklnﬂ or

hanmboo products.

world scenario where’ most
donor countries are severely
cutting their aid packages,
creating concern among those
at the receiving end. In the
case of the Canadian govern-
meni., explains Labelle, cuts
have been mmade to reduce the
budget delicit on an average
basis although CIDA has re-
tained a strong comunitment to

reach the target recipients,
namely the poor. In the case of
CIDA. assures Labelle, it does :
“When we look at CIDA's pro-
jects, we are quite confident
that the assistance is reaching
the poor; we have funded ma-
jor projects of support to the
rural poor through micro en-

terprise, training and support.
Thé crop diversifieation pro-

e
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Where Entrepreneurship
Remembers the Needy

-.Most families m the African villa at-Mooibank are subsistence farmers. But there is a
~of entreprengursh l|}p ym There is also a community welfare system in
people are ready to heip :

lone i:pnnk]ﬂr spits its

drops ol waler on a

corner: of Mhlaliseni
Nkosi's Potalo Field. It makes
little impact on Lhe soil dry
* from the long, winter,
- But ‘it is an experiment
Nkosi hopes will flourish into a
full-blown irrigation system.
bringing wilh' it the prosperity
he dreams’of. .,
..~ "The rains are so late. this
;"ear but I'm impatient to
plant.” he explains. "If I can
#t this to 'work., 1 wouldn't
2 to wail for rain,”

ho worked on farms owned

Germans as a4 voung man,

d asks him: "How do they

nnect the sprmklﬂ-r& into
ﬁ:-ws'? With only one, the field
dries out (oo quickly.”

They talk., bul hit what
seems to be an insoluble prob-
lem. Because they havé no
 electricity. the sprinkler is ac-

ated by the force of water
%wing in the river. In .the

inter, the river is low and
reanneot sustain a full irrigation
“system. In the summer when

~thé rivers are strong, Lhere'is
~ho need Lo irrigale.

. That's why we want to
‘Duild a dam over there.” says
‘Sithole. pointing to a place
whfr: the river drops into a

_natural basin before il enters .

l'}le valley where Nkosi and 14
ther families, live. near

iwspurg in Northern Natal.
“The

ntd chilies right through the

Winter,” says Sithole. -

-~ - The ambition is shared b:,r
iany aof theé men.
reak, irrigation, and then

.Eﬁc'rc'; made. We'll be able to |

sell our vegetables to the
towns and markets.," says
Sithele's cousin, Joseph.

. This dream is still to be
realised, bul there is already a
‘buzz of commercial activity in
the community, even if it is on
‘a low scale. Nokosi like many
others, has a small seedling
‘bed of tobacco plants near his
¢ kraal lillage). It is ringed with

rocks and covered with bits of

wire and bamboo twigs te pro-
tect it from the chickens.

. When the rains come, the
seedlings will be planted into
‘the fields, harvesied a few
months later, dried and
ground into a powder many of
the men and women "smoke"
as snull. For the Nkosi house-

hold, the tobacco sales bring in

nearly enough cash to cover
«their needs for sugar and can-
dles,
= Sithole jumped into a gap in
the market a few years ago
when he realised chilies could
be grown . in the area and no-
one was producing them.
Since then, he has rotated
chilies with enions and
spinach in his four-metre by
10-metre vegetable paich, He,
too, dries them out and grinds

- guirements.

.9;: He turns to Zakhele Sithole,

.s0ils are rich here

"Just one -

the powder all year round for
50c for two tablespoon scoops
to a sldw bul sieady commu-
nify clientele who drop in
once or twice a week to buy a
few rands worth.

_ithem in his mechanically-op-..
eratéd mealie grinder. He sells

Many other families in this -

essentially subsistence-based
agricultural community sell
more basic commodities. Some
will sell mealies when_ their
crop exceeds their fﬂlﬂﬂ}rﬁ re-
Their customers
range from  these [amilies
whose crop did not last the

-year, 1o these needing seed. or

those who just want a few
mealies on the cob to roast
over a lire. 4

Another Sithole . faiily
grows beans each year and
uses money from the sales of
their excess (o buy sweet poia-

toes or onions from a neigh-

bouir.

However, home-grown pro-

duce is only one aspect of the

hive of financial tra_nsaﬂinns'

taking place.
Bunisiwc Zwane is an expert

2 Sithole::

akhe
'We want to build a dam’

ald skill among
Zuhu woveely hich is rapidly
disappeaiing. She makes grass
mats on a roughly-constructed
wooden loom from reeds she

weaveoey..

harvests at the river, and sells
them for R6 or R12, depend-
ing on their size. The mats are
used for sleeping, sitting and
wall-hangings and are an

L1

esSential part of any ynung
wortian's frovsseaw.
Her mother-in-law has a

. wide knowledge of traditional

skills, producing hand-woven
trays used during ancestral

rituals and grass "socks” for

- sieving beéer, while her mother
is one of the few women left in .

the community who knows
how t6 make the clay pots in
which beer is served.

But opportunities still exist
for those who do not possess
these skills. Teenage girls sell
biscuits at school or on.pen-
sion pay-day for 10c each.
From these small beginnings,
Monica Nkosi and Lena
Sikhosana have built their
bhusinesses into shops they run
Irom their homes. There they
sell tinned meat, sugar, oil,’
soap, candles and many other
commercial products, often
making profits of up to 25 per
cent on each item,

Their husbands are both
employed and have bakkies
(light delivery vans), so on pay-
day there head ofl to bigger
lowns and the bulk suppliers,

bringing back commodities
many members of the comimu-
nity could not nthcrwiu-l: have
access Lo,

With these commercial ac-
tivities come other often un-
expected benefits, Nkosi re-
menibers when she started
her shop: "I've never been (o
school so | didn't know how to

grammes are very much in the
rural areas and reaching 1w
people. In the area of health a
nunitber ol donors  including
CIDA. are working together to
bring betler health and fammly
planning to the country

Labelle also referred 1o
CIDA's [ood ald efforts thuat in
cludes bringing wheat to
Baingladesh to assist in food
avadlability. CIDA's rural main
lenance programme for desti
tute women. she arlds, has also
reached ils target group. em
ploying 60.000 women. "We
are quite satisfied. she says
“that the great bulk of what we
do is for the poor and reaches
the poor.” "But this is a very
important question admits La
belle. that has been debatec
about and we must be very
conscious that the resources
don’'t get diverted”

Labelle. who holds a dw
lotal degree in :Education. on
her visit to Dhaka, mei with
government dignitaries includ-
ing the Prime Minister. Minis-
lers of Finance Foreign Affairs,
Textiles. Minister for Women
Affairs and leader of the Oppo-
sition. Sheikh Hasina. Labelle
says that she was very im
pressed by the various CIDA
projects she visited including
those in Manikganj and man-
aged by Proshika. Among other
projects, Labelle visited the
riral electrification project in
Manikganj. the textile industry
and ICDDRB (International
Centre for Diarrhoeal Diseases
and Research in Bangladesh).

"l was very taken by the cn-
ergy of the people”, says Cana
dian born Labelle. and the level
of vibrancy in them; in that the
country has a very stmng raw
nmh;'ﬂaf‘ for its future.”

i
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Bi-monthly Seminar on Housing alt NSU

HE Institive of Develo

I pmert arwl Envirornm
ental Studies is now
holding regular bi-monthly
<« unnar series. The first semi-
11ar was on Housing the Poor
m South Adrica. held in the
main campus ol North South
Liniversity Dr Junaid K
Ahmad. Economist South
Alrica Division World Bank
Headguarters Washington DC
And founder- member of the
Board of (Governors of NSU
gave the presentation. The
President of NSL- Musleh-
uddin Ahmad. Arun Banerjee,
( hiel. Infrastructure Unit.
World Bank Resident Mission,
members of NSU faculty.
nvited  guesis and NSU

~tiberi = atterwded the seminar,
[ar Ahned agnalveed the

probilcin ol housing the poor in
South Alrica, suggested a pol-
iy framework for addressing
the problem and discussed
some implications for other
countries inclading Bangla-
desh. The challenge of housing
the poor in Soulh Alrica has
emerged as the crivdeal social
and econumic policy lssue
confronting  the - néw gov
ernment in  post-apartheid
South Alfrica. It will test the
ability of the Mandela govern-

ment to turn back the legacy ol

apartheid which saw blatant
segregalionist and racidl poli-
cies deprive the majority of
the South African of basic po-
and economic rights.
The work discussed in the
scniinar was undertaken

through & series ol missions of
the World Bank to South Alrica

the work programme gnd the
intssions were led by Dr
Ahmad, a Bangladeshi who
joined the Bank in 1991,

A four-part series on the fi,

| nancial sector reform project

is presently taking place. This

I is of special importance to

'‘Now the buck has
more land than us’

= - .
I

@Millions of Black South Africans have lost their land during the years of White
rule, through government edict and commercial pressure

@ For many, aarepona'Mnna

when she went

®In a second despa

et}

tlwrurﬂfrontﬂm,Humb

. reports on the strong
entrepreneurial drive

among those fortunate

enough to have retained |

their access to land

read o count, Bur wlien 1
opencd iy, shap | had to be
able 1o give people the right
amount of change. So | gol mv
children to teach me. Now |
can even write my name and

"I'm hoping one day to be able

to go to the adult schools I've
heard they have in Newcastle.
My husband also wants me to
learn English.”

These skills, she believes,
will aid her in her.future ambi-
tions: "You see, these shops
here have become very expen-
sive now. | want to be able to
go to Durban and Jo'burg Lo

. buy many things like clothes
- and material as'well as food.

But if I go there I don't want
the other
fool because I'm not educated.”
Almost as common' as sales
are signs of a community wel-
fare system. A wife mif
smuggle a packet of mea
meel behind her husband's
back to a wo visitor whose
husband has been refrenched,
and whose family no longer has
cattle or ploughing fields. Men
will lend another family cows
to milk if their cattle have died
or been impounded so -that
"the children have some maas

(sour milk) to eat.” :
Families borrow food or

"buy” mats for wedding and
engagement rituals on the un-

‘derstanding that the loan will

eventually be repaid: it is — but
usually by returning the favour
and less often with hard cash.
The entrepreneurial spirit.
no matter how strong. seldom
overrides the needs of "the
desperate. The community
motto is a simple one: "We all

have roubles at Limes. Il | help
a battling family now. perhaps

they will help me when | need

it.”
= % % % » & ® #

people to think I'm a

Denna Hornby

A Life-and-Death
Struggle for Land

Private property versus ancestral graves; business against
subsistence farming: the battle over land in South Africa can
be a matter of life and-death. And tensions are heightened
because divisions are usually along colour lines.

© HMILANGANI Sithole and
P scores of athers lving
eon the rural outskirts ol
the small South African trading
town ol Louwsburg once met®
most ol their needs Irom the
land they lived on. Now they
have lost their land te While
[armers and big companies —
and they are angry.

“The people are burning.
They're very angry now. We've
had enough." says Sithole. "We
don’t eatl any more. | want my
children to go to school but
the money is finisired. Before,
we used to sell cows Lo pay for
education. But now our cattle
are gone. There's nothing left.”

Before they were pushed off
the land, Sithole's husbhand and

-sons worlld pull out the plough

alter the first rains of the year,
attimwh it 1o the cattle, and
prepare the deep red soils for
planting maize, beans and
puotatoes. The childrem would
milk the cows in the morning
before gotng te school. while
their older siblings ground lasi
vear s harvest into mealie meal
o make phuthu [(porridge) and
rice.

Sigwvla Ngeobo is also bitrer
'We batitle with these Whites
We all want some land (o feed

ourselves. We will work in
their lactories but they should
not lill their stomachs and
leave us hungry. he says.
Ngcobo has lived in this
area all his life. "When we were

boys, only (General Louis}
Botha and another f[armer
called Naude had cars — the

ones which were cranked up
before they'd go. The others
rode horses or travelled in
wagons pulled by oxen. Those
were the days when we still
walked o Vryhetd." aboul 68
kilunetres away. '

"We lived very well then.
suys B4-year-old Zakhele
Sithole, "Everything we ate
came [rom (he ground —
sorghum, madumbis (a tuber),
beans. Ha, so many things |
cant count them all. The
young women would guard the
fields preotlecting them from
birds. We would plough in our
bheshiis (hon skins), Thal was
when shirts cost 10 cents, and
the money we had went far be-
catise we bought so little '

Bul since then, much has
haneed, "Now the nvamazane
(buck) has more land than us”
says Jeremidah Nkosi. his hand
SWEcHNE across | he horfzomn in
the direction of the llala game

students studving finance
lirst of this was hrlri o
February 23. 1995 Mr Forrest
E Cookson. Chairperson of
FSRP gave an overview aof the
FSRP The second speaker was
Mr Terrv Bradigan. who gave a
speech on nationalized com
mercial banks Mr Aminul
Choudhury Haqué will' be the
third speaker. on Saturday,
March 25 at 3 pim and will
speak on ithe origins ol the
FSRP. Mr James Piskos, (he
last speaker. will discuss bank
supervision on April 6 at 3 pm.
Mr Forrest Cookson. na-
tiomal macroeconomist for the
Financial Sector Relorm
Project (FSRP). Bangladesh
Bank. spuke at North Soulh
Linnersity February 23
[995. He wius the first speaker
in a planned four part series
at ideas on the Fimancial
Sector Reform Project (for
schedule details of the series.
please see the back page )
FSRP is jointly spensored by
USAID and the World Bank. Mr
Cookson gave an overview of
the FSRP from its inception.
He noted that Bangladesh has
alterapted a great deal of plan-
ning in allocation of. invest-
ment’ spending. He said that
government! planning ol in-
vesimen! spending” assumed
that the government officials
not only had the capacity to-
determine in what sectors in-
vestments should take place
but were able lo carry .l
those projects efliciently and
with a high degree of lionesty.
He spoke about the role of
credil controls. in keeping in-
terest wales artificially low.
This led 10 an inefficient allo-
cation of investment funds ‘and
contributed to the lack of de-
velopment in industry and in-
rastructure. He explained for
student’'s benefit the role of
inonelary policy in a country

[F B

: like Banglagesh and the todis

available to the Bangladesh
Bank for influeneing the
ey supply. He noted that
ovpen market operations. a key
instrument for developed
countries with was not avail-
able in Bangladesh since well-
developed secondary financial
markets do not exist. However,
development of financial mar-
kets is now taking place a1 a
rapid rate. Mr Cookson spoke

pusitively about the progress
experienced by the FSRP

Mr Cookson's speech was
lollowed by a lively question
and answer session in which
both students and faculty par-
ticipated. In response to a
question about controls for the
emerging stock market in
Bangladesh, he expressed
some reservations about the
amount of controls - which
fhould be placed on such a
new market. He warned that
excess controls could irfhibit
growth of this market.
Students alse inguired into
further details abouwst
ale monetary pelicy for devel)
oped and countries.
Mr Cookson also d the
links between [inancial sector
reforms and other types of re-
lorms. lor example the priva-
lization ol staw owned enber-
prises [(S50Es) that are cur-
rently taking place im the

economy. He noted
that without a well-
financtal sector other reforms
would be diffieult 1o imple-
ment and sustain,

Mr Terry Bradigan spoke
on the nationalized- commer-
cial banks and the |
for reform and increased effi-
clency in the present sysiem
of banking. He explained the
dynamics of the bank's balance
sheet for the benefit of- stu-
dents. He then discussed ihe
eflect of various historical reg-
ulation and deregulation on in-
come and expenses of banks.
Income of banks obtained from
interest on loans fell steadily,
while expenses remained con-
stant. This led t6 a severe cri-
sis in the banks' financial po-
sition. Mr Bradigan discussed
the possibilities for re-argani-
zation of the nationalized
commercial banks.

A special discussion was
also hosted by Mr James
Novak. He gave a speech on
capitalism as a value system
and discussed issues relating
to the free market and social-
ism on March 14, 1995, Mr
Novak completed his BS de-
gree in Economics {rom
Beston College and his
Master's in Economics and
Mathematics from Notre Dame
University. Mr Novak has been
visiting Bangladesh since Lhe
early years of Independence.

—

reserve. "People's Liines were
once all over that hill.” .

The White fafmers in Lhe
area "have intensified. their
Lirming: activities and
away from labour tenancy con
(racts. The shift has been ac-
companied by eviction¥ ag sub-
sistence farmers are forced to
inake way for commerci:il crop
and livestock producfion

In addition, Mondi, 1he
giant paper-making company.
canw into the area in 1990
anel has planted hundreds of
heclares of gumn and pine
irees, replacing the grass used
lfor grazing and thaich.

For the illiterate men and
women who are displaced. the
changes are more than just the
end of an era,

Twelve vears ago, Skeyi
Hlengethwa was given notice
o leave a nearby farm. "The
tarmer told me he: doesn't
waill my sons to work here any
iore and that | must go. So |
asked him: 'Now that I am old

catud you are telling me to gao.

where do you expect me (o
v0'?” He said my children must
Ihd other homes and | must

_ vo and live with them."

.But Hlengethwa will 1ol
liive the area where "miv 1A
ther, uand ¢rangdbather  and

great grandfather were born.”
He says he, too, will die here.
I started working here as a
boy for Louis Betha until he
sold the farm. Then | worked
tor the farmer's father until he
died. And then | worked for
the farmer until he got mar-
ried and had children and his
children have grown up and
married. Never have | had

rest. But now he says | musi
go. Where to? Can vou tell
me’?’"

Hlengethwa bwelieves he has
earned the right to live here: |
have never been paid a cent In
my life by any one of these
farmers. | worked for free in
order 1o run my cattle and to
build my home here That s
why | won't leave

There are many similar sto
ries

Old Phithi Sithole recalls
the arrival of Mondi Steve
{the previous manager! called
us together and told us o get

T
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rid of our cattle. | asked him
what | would eatl then since it
is logd froan my cattle that |
éal. He sakl there would be
anwd we
field
because we could buy loed, So-1
got rid of inyv cattle — 59 of
them — and my 14 goats and.
35 sheep. Then he closed my
fields and [ could not plough.

"Less than a year later ] re-
ceived a letter telling me te
leave because | had been
evicled. | agked him where. |
should go since the woman
who bore my great-grandfather
gave birth here. He said: 'Go.
Follow the others who have al
ready gone.' So | went. But the
money never came and
cattle are all dead now." His
22-member family live on his
old-age pension of R360 a
month.

Cattle and plmghmg fields
are not a romantic attachment
for such people. They are often
the diflerence between survival

arcl death.
"After Mondi came and told

us to gel rid of our cattle, we

had no milk to give to the
children.” says Alinoh Sithole,

Zakhele's wife and mother-of
‘nine children. “Then they
started to ! -k, One day |

saw the babv ha swollen up as
though .she were [ull of water.

And the skin on her face was
loose — it peeled off if | rubbed
it.,S50 | took her to the doctor

and he said it was ‘kwash
[kwashiorkor, severe malnutri-

tionn caysed by proteindefl-

viency). He told me to feed

her milk and eggs and neat.

But where could L get it from?
The cattle and the chickens
were all gone.”

The prospectis for employ-
meni are not good either.
Wages on neighbouring farms
vary from an BO kg bag of meal
and the right to graze a few
cattle, to about R150 a month.
When the coal mines in
Vrvheid closed down a few
years ago, hundreds of people
were left without work.

The solution, they believe,
is to get their land back. And
the precedent has been sel.
Earlier this year, Mondi ceded
260 hectares of land to 15
[amilies living in the valley.
They will "pay” for the land
when the first plantations
within their boundaries are
harvestied.

‘We want our own place (0o,
like this community — a big
place, where we can have cal-
tle and plough,” says
Mhlekiseni Zwane.

But this is precisely whal
White farmers in the area lear.
We don | own our larms any

more saidd one. "We can'
evict families whe refuse Lo
provide labour If we try, they

burm our lanns’

And, as il to prove his point,
huge fres burmed through the
plantations durimg the
evenings of my last week
there casting a red glow over
the valley -

IWINNA HORNBY s a mw
poriet with the Nadod Winess



