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Impact of 'Harkin's Bill

Country's 50,000 garment sector
child labourers sacked so far

Some 50.000 child labour;
ers have been.retrenched from
the country's garments sector
following the introduction ol
Harkin's Bill in US Congress.
without taking rehabilitation
measures for them, reports
UNB.

This was disclosed at .a
woerkshop here yesterday
where the speakeérs appealed
to the authorities concerned

for rehabilitation nf the hapless workshop on

. childyén.

The much-talked Harkin's
Bill. formally known as Child
Labour Deterrence Act 1994,
was introduced in early 1983
to prohibit import of com-
modities manufactured with
child labour, .

Bangladesh's burg:uning
garments sector, which ex-
ports readymade garmentls
worth nearly two billion US
* dollars annually — about half
the volume going to the United
States — has freed almost all

the factories from child labour

since October 31 last year in a
bid to retain the US market.
About 60,000 children were
employed in this sector,

"The bill has been Intro-
duced for serving coterie in-
terest neglecting the funda-
méntal rights of children
working for food and shelter.”
sald Barrister Nazmul Huda,
MP, while inaugurating the
"Child and Fe-
male Labour in . Develop-
ment of Bangladesh and Hu-
man Rights."

Barrister Huda, former min-
ister for information, hoped
that visiting US First Lady

‘Hillary Rodham Clinton would

see herself the condition of
children and women here and
assist acuvtly for their wellbe-
ing

No controversy arises when
children in developed coun-
trjes work on holidays. But
children in developing nations,

working merely for food. are
pult on.dock and vehemently
criticised. "It's very much un-
fortunate,” said Huda.

Bangladesh Garments
Sramik Federation organised
the workshop at the Engl-
neers’ Institute auditorium.
which was also addressed by
its president Mohammad Kh-
urshid Alam and Brother
Jarlath D'Souza.

Khurshid said concept of
human rights and welfare va-
ries im the developed and de-
veloping countries. "To main-
tain subsistence level in our

country where most people

live bellow poverty level is the
real human right,” the trade
union leader observed.

More than one crore under-
age labourers work in different
sectors in Bangladesh for their
subsistence, Khurshid infor-
med the function.

Only~about 7,000 out of the
meore than 50,000 child labou-

rers purged from garment
factories are getting education
provided jointly by the govern’
ment. ILO, UNICEF and BGM-
EA in Dhaka and Chittagong,
he sald, adding more facilities
should be exterided for the
rest.

The federation president
urged the goverrunent and In-
lernational organisations to
take long-term rehabilitation
prograrame for the jobless
children.

Like 'Food for Education’
programme, Lhe government
has to provide Tk 700 monthly
for a retrenched garment sec-
tor child labourer for educa-
tion and livelihood, Khurshid
said.

He also urged the govern-
ments of USA and Canada to
increase their garments gquota
for Bangladesh to enhance Lhe
employment opportunities for
millions of unemployed wo-
men.

KLM, Nedlloyd
plan to increase
interest 1n
Martinair

The two largest sharehold-
ers in Martinair Holland N V

KLM and Nedlloyd, each plan
to increase their interest- in

Martinair to 50 per cent this |

month, says a press release.
This transaction is possible
since the two Dutch financial
institutions [CO and Securitas
wish to divest their respective
interest of 8.09 per cent and
8.90 per cent in Hartinair
H NV.
. transaction will have no
effect on the long-standing in-
dependent status of Martinair

Holland N V in regard to the

two major shareholders.

The cooperative relation-
ship between KLM and Mar-
tinair is one of strategic
nature., : :

Martinair is one of the
partners with' which KLM
whishes to work in order to
build a worldwide route net-

work.

KLM already has a 33,82
per cent share in Martinair
Holland N V.

poration (SABIC)

ABU DHABI. Apr 2: In-
creased production and prices
have boosted Saudi Arabia's
petrochemical Inceme to its

highest level in four years, of-
ficial figures show, says AFP.

Net profits by the Saudi

Arabian Basic Industries Cor-
nearly dou-
bled to 4.2 billion Saudi riyals
(1.12 billion dollars) in 1994
from around 2.12 billion riyals
(565 million dollars] in 1993,
a SABIC report said. -

SABIC's board approved a
dividend of 20 per cent to the

- Saudi government and other

shareholders, the biggest cash
distcibution since the Arab
world's largest chemical firm
was established in 1977. '

“Cash dividend did not ex-
ceed 10 per cent of the capi-
tal in the previous year. This
is the first time in SABIC's
history that the management
increases the dividend to

Kaswani, a leading Unmited Arab
Emirate stockbroker,

A breakdown showed the
1994 net profit was the high-
est since 1989, when high
prices baosted -SABIC's earn-
ings to around 47.6 per cent of
the paid up capital of 10 bil-
lion riyals (2.66 million dol-
lars).

“The rise in 1994 profits
reflected growth in output and
marketing and an improve-

.ment in prices of wvarious
petrochemical products,” the
report said.

Production of petrochemi-
cals. fertilizers, chemicals and
petroleum products surged by
18.8 per cent to 16.2 million
tonnes in 1994, boosting total
sales by 47.8 per cent to 14.7.
billion riyals (3.92 billion dol-
lars).

SABIC has been involved in
major expansion projects and
setting up new ventures to face
growing domestic and external

sharchuldnrsf‘ said Zuhair “ demand.

|Saudi petrochemical income
‘highest in four years

The Saudi government
controls 70 per cent of the
company while around 20 per
cent is owned by Saudi citizens
and the rest by other Gulf in-
vestors. The government said
last year it would slash its
shareholding by nearly half to
raise money to compensate
low oil prices.

Saudi Arabia produces
nearly eight million barrels of

crude per day. accounting for
12 per cent of the total world
crude supplies.

Its petrochemical output
exceeds half the total Arab
production of around. 14 mil-
Hon Lenhes.

SABIC's report showed total
assets grew by around 11.5 per
cent to 21.44 billion riyals (11
billiorr dollars). Its share, one
of few Saudi shares traded in
the Gulf, surged to 294 riyals
(78.4 dollars] on Thursday
from between 230 and 265

s Ciyals in 1994,

—

j&_Chittagong Port Authority
| Chittagong, Bangladesh

Traffic Department :

Tender Notice

Tender for Lease and

Operatmn of

Straddle Carriers
Tender No: DT /Ship /Straddle Carrier/94 Dated: 22.3.1995

The Chittagong Port Authority (CPA) intends
| to take 4 numbers straddle carriers on lease for
Container Handling Operation within CPA port |
protected area initially for a period of two years
and hereby invites sealed tenders from the
Owners/Authorised firms/Agents/Leasing
company for the same. The tender documents
will be available on and from 01.4.1995 in the
office of the Director {Trafﬁc) Traffic Depart-
ment CPA. The payment will be made in

Bangladesh taka.

Interested tenderers may

obtain further infor-

mation and clarification on the tender docu-
ment from the office of the Director (Traffic),
Traffic Department, Chittagong Port Authority,

Chittagong, Bangladesh.

Eligible tenderer wishing to' obtain tender
document may purchase a complete set of 3
(three) copies thereuf on submission of a written
application mentioning the name, address,
telephone, Telex, Fax number etc. and upon

payment of a non-refundable fee of Tk. 500/=.
‘The relevant money I'ECEIPt shall accompany

' the tender.

Tender must be accompanied

earnest

money of Tk. 2,00,000/= (two hundred thou-

sand) in the form of Bank Draft/ Pay
favour of CPA and must be dmpped

Order in
in the ten-

der box placed in front of the chamber of the
Director (Trafflc} CPA, before 11.45 hours on
01.6.1995 or sent so as to reach him on or before
11.45 hours on 01.6.1995. The tenders will be
opened on the same date at 12.00 hours in pres-
ence of the tenderers or their repreaentatwes

who choose to attend.

Chittagon

Cable POTAS

Port BJ. Fax 88-031-225593
Telephone-501987

FP-7584-29/3
G-505

Director (Traffic)
Chittag

ong Port Authority

ingladesh
YA. Telex 66256

Drug admn can test

quality of 50pc

medicines only

B}r Staff Correspondent .

The Drug Administration of

the tountry can test the quality
of onlv [lifty per cen of
medicines due to lack ol labo-
ratory facilities, according 1o
‘the South Asian Pharmaceu-
tical mnf:rmte in Dhaka Sat="
urday -
The Director ol the Drug
Administration. Prof Chow-
dhury Mahmood Hasan. ad-
dressing the conference said,
his organisatien was unable to
ensare the quality of medi-
cines due to lack of manpower,
logistic support and other
reasons.

The conference, jointly or<
ganised by the Bangladesh
Pharmaceutical Society and
the International Pharmaceu-
tical Federation (FIP), brought
together drug experts from
the World Hedlth Organisation
(WHO). India. Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

Prof Chowtthury said, thr:r:
were only two government
testing laboratories in the
country which examine the
quality of 5000 samples annu-
ally, “although about 1000

|- samples require Lo be tested.”

‘Ninety-five per cent of the
total demand of mediecines is
produced locally. About two

dollars or Tk eightv is spent
per person a vear in this-
country. Prof Chowdhury okl
tHe conference chaired by the
President” of FIP. Dr D
Steinbach.

Emphasising the need for
strict quality control of
medicines as suggested by the
Good Manufacturing Practices
(GMP). the Chiel of Regulatory
Support:- of WHO., Geneva,
Agathe Wehrli said. “the com-
panies which cannol comply
with the GMP. should - stop
production of medicines.”

. She said the implementa-
tion of the GMP required an
investment which could not be
provided by small drug manu-
facturers. In other woreds, she
said, such small companies
should go.

The Controller of Drugﬂ
India. Dr P Das. presented a
paper on quality control of
drugs.

The two-day conference,
which concluded vyesterday,
was alsq addressed by Health
Secretary Syed Ahmed, the
Federal Inspector of Drugs,

- Pakistan. Ali Akbar Sial and

General Secretamy of Bangla-
desh Pharmaceutical Society
Nasser Shahrear Zahedee.

New TV network launché(i.

on Russia's Channel 1

‘MOSCOW, Apr 2: The new
Russian Television Company

| ORT began broadcasting Sat-

urday, taking over from the
former Soviet Radio and Tele-
vision monopoly Ostankine,
says AFP.

ORT, 51 per cent of which
is held by the state and 49 by
private shareholders including
Russia's eight largest banks,
began broadcasting on channel
one with a vartety show and a

documentary

At midday (0800 gmt) it put
out a news bulletin closely
modeled on those of Ostank-
Ino.

. The Television Information
Agency [(ITA] remains in
charge of news on ORT as it
was under Ostankino. The
news presenters are also the
,same and their work will con-

tinue to consist mostly of
reading agency dispatches.
The geovernment is ex-

pected to have a strong influ-
ence over the new television
company, which was created
by presidential decree late last
year to broadcast on the only
channel which is received
across the whole of the former
Soviet Union,

Chamber team
back home

A six-member chamber del-
egatiom r®fturned home on
Friday alter attending a con-
ference on business opportu-
‘nities in New Delhj from
March 26-29. reports UNB.

Mahbubur Rahman. former
President of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Co-
mmerce and industry (FBCCI)
and Vice-Predgident of the
SAARC Chamber of Commerce
and Indusity led the dele-
gation .

Other members of the dele-
gation were DCEl President R
Maksud Khanr former MCC]
President Latifur Rahman.
former DCC| President A Rob
Chowdhury, DCCI Director A S
M Quasem and A K M Sham-
suddoha, President of Bang-
ladesh Indenting Agents Asso-
Chatligm .

Indian Prime Minister PV
Narasimlia Rao inaugurated the
conferenc® titled Dynamic
Asia, organised by Lhe Inter-
national Chamber of Com-
merce (1CC)
with the ICC-India.

Mahbubur Rahman made a
deliberation on the "Role of
the Chambers of Commerce in
a Liberalised Economy in the
Promotion of Global Trade” in
a special session of Inter-
national Bureau of Chamber of
Commerce (IBCC) on March
29.

. The delegation participated
in.all the sessions of the con-
ference. In one plenary. Latifur
Rahman delivered on the ef-
fecis of the disproportional
trade liberalisation among the
trading partners. now being
experienced by Bangladesh.

Allended by over 700 dele-
gates from 63 countries, the
conference focused on deregu-
lation and privatisation, India's
liberalisation, regional trade
agreements. [oreign invest-
ment and development and
Asia's new market economics.

Indian Finance Minister Dr
Monmohan Singh and Com-
merce Minister P Chidam-
beram addressed two plenarv
sessions of the conference,

ILO assistance
programmes

International Labour Organ-
isation (ILO) will extend assis-
tance in various income-gener-
ating and social education pro-
grammes like computing,.
driving and typing in Bangla-
desh. reports UNB.

The visiting Director of
[LO, Paul J Baily. extended the
nlfer when he called on Labour
arel Manpower Minister Mir
shawkal Ali at the minisler's

. sécretariatl office Sunday.

In the meeting, they dis-
cussed various issues relating
to ILO and manpower prob-
lems, including ILO technical
assistance programmes in
Bangladesh and their pros-
pects in the years to come. :

'The ILO Dijrector said the "
country's objectives muld be
designed. on tripartite basis so
that ILO could try for the

technical assistance to meet

these objectives phase by
phase.

The Labour Minister par-
ticularly mentioned ‘the tech-
nical assistance now being
geared up in the fields of self-
employment generation in the
country. R

Concerned senior officials
of the Ministry of Labour and
Manpower and ILO were pre-
sent during the meeting.

Britannia
Biscuits

launched

By Staff Correspondent
Britannia Biscuits ef India

. will now be available in Bang-

ladesh.

Bengal Samagra Ltd yester-
dayv launched the famous in-
ternational brand in a cere-

mony at a local hotel yesterday.

Initiallv. Bengal Samagra
will imiporr sl market seven
of Brilnmmia% best selling
produci~ e o Marie, Lit-
tle Heart~ €ivam Crackers
and Milk Bikis. Distribution in

Dhaka staris today (Monday)
dnd the products will soon be
available at A and B class oul
lets throughout the city, to be
Igl]lowed by the rest of the
country.

The productis were unveiled
at the launching ceremeny by
M Morshed Khan, Special Ad-
visor to the Prime Minister.
who in his speech said thal
dueé to changes in local tastes
there was now a market niche
in this coupntry for good quality
international products. The
flunction was also addressed by
Abul Khair, Managing Director
of Bengal Samagra, and Vikran
Kaushik of Britannia Industries
Ltd, India. .

Britannia, a part of Group
Danone of France, is the lead
ing producer of confectionery
in India with 27 factories
throughout the country, plans
to eventually start a manufac-
turing unit in Bangladesh.

in cooperation |,
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Mahbubur Rahman, former president of FBCUI and leader of Bangladesh team to ICC busi-
nes§ opportunities conference in New Delhi, was received by the President of India, D'r
Shankar Dayal Sharma, at a rﬂ:eptmn accorded to all the heads of delegations at i
Bhaban on March 27 Al&u seen in the picture are First Lady Sharma and ICC president
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Sugar output exceeds target

The total production of the
15 sugar mills under Bangla-
esh Sugar, and Food I[n
dusiries Corporation {BSFIC)
has already exceeded the sea

son s output targel.
!

According to the BSFIC offi-
cials, until April 1 this year,
the sugar mills have produced
2,20.5000 tons ol sugar as
against the targe! of 2,18.000
tons for the 1994-95 season.

In the last season the total
production was 2.21.547 tons.
. Thev said sugarcane crush-
ing is still going on fn the mills
and another 30 thousand tons

By Staff Correspondent
of suvar is expected. to In pro-

duc:«l it the end of the cur-
rent « inshing seaspn.
*Thw crushing will continue

up 1o the middle of the nexi
monih.
pect that the corporation
would be able 1o make profit of
Taka 26 crere this vear. The
corporation suffered a loss of
Tk 12 crore in Lthe last fiscal
year

The official sources said the
corporation was profitable up
1o the year 1984-85. The or-
ganisation plunged into losses
during 1987-88 and 1988-89
fiscal vears.

The officials also ex-'

Aller Laking some austerity
measures, the corporation is
going to make profit this year,
a senior official 1old The Daily
Star. Ol these measures. the
cost ol production has been
reduced 1o Tk | 500 per ton.

During the past two years. Lhe
corporation has given voluntary *
or normal retirement to aboul
three thousand employees.

To overcome the previous
losses the organisadion is also
trying to make optimuam untili- «

sation of the available re-
sources . the sources men-
tioned.
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A workshop on "Trade Unions and Privatization” was organised by the Center for Analysis
& Choice yesterday in the city. Twenty six participants including Members of Parliament,

opinion leadershleadmg industrialists and ﬂmmﬁnt labour leaders

dmcussmna

took part in the

Chinese economist warns OE
| stagflation threat

BEIJING, Apr 2: A Chinese
economist warned yesterday of
the treat of stagilation after a
year of galloping inflation, but
according to a central bank
survey people felt the pinch of
price rises was easing. reports
Reuter. .

In February, production,
construction and inflation all
showed  signs of cooling and
the economy responded to
macro-economic controls in-
tended to combat overheating.,
Wan Donghua. an economist ag
the Siuate Statisticos Hareau,

wrote in the overseas edition
of T'h{: People's Daily newspa-

per.

"However_. there have also
appeared some indications
worthy of attention. the most
important of which is that the
dlowdown in preduéftion in
production in markedly faster
than that of inflation.,” Wan
wrote.

He said these signs begged
the question of weather eco-
nomic growth would slow or
go into reverse while inflation
- e

riinined Tueth Classic

ingredients of stagflaton.

"We think the possibility of
stagilation is not greal. but the
contradictions and pressures
we [ace are still striking.” Wan
said.

China has set a target of 8-9
per cent economic growth in
1995, compared with actual
11.8 per cent growth in 1994.
It hopes Lo cool inflation to 15
per cent from an alarmiing rise
in the. retail price index of
21.7 per cent in 1994, a
record since the 1949 Com-
st takeover

Bengal Samugra Ltd formally launched Britannia Biscuits of India 1n Dhaka at Sonargeson

Hotel yesterday

— Star photo



