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Ghali arrives in El Salvador: v

Sectary Leneral Boutros Boutros-Ghali arrived on Saturday in
El Salvador as the United Nations prepared to dismantle its
peacekeeping mission in the Central American country. AFP
reports lromn San Salvador

Arriving by plane from Honduras Boutros Ghali went Lo a

hotel for mieetings with fepresentatives of the United States

and the “tour Inends’

of El Salvador— Colombia, Spain

Mexico and Venezuela — who are guarantors of a 1992 peace

agreciwnt.

Ex-Mexican governor kidna

pped:

Guiimen kidnapped businessman and fermer Governor David

Gulierrez on

Salurday in

the southeastern city ol

villahermesa. Gutierrez's sister told the Mexican news agency

Notimex, AFP reperts from Mexico City. .
Gutierrez. 56, was grabbed by three armed men while he

was doing his morning exercises at a sports centre in

Villahermaosa.

the capital of Tabasco, his sister Leticia
Gutierrez told the news agency.

. ;
Al team ends Algeria tour: a
Amnesty international delegation has completed an eight day
fact [inding mission to Algeria, the official National Centre for

Human Rights said on Saturday. AFP reports [rom Algiers.

During the visiL.

the two-person team {rom the London

based hinman rights group met civilian vicums of the
* counry's three year conflict between armed Islamic mﬂitants
amn) government forces. the centre said.

OAU Secy-Gen in Rwanda: orgn-

sation of Alnmn Unity (OAU) Secretary-General Salim
Ahmed Salim arrived in Kigali on Saturday for talks withy
Rwandan leaders on efforts to coerdinate the war-starred'
country's reconstruction, AFP reports from Lornidon.

He told a news conference at the start of a five-day fact
finding misston that he was satisfiedt that peace had returned

te Rwanda aund that the situation was slowly imprnving the -

BBC quoted Rwandan state radio as saying.

17 die in Thai road mishap:

people were killed and scores injured when a c art.cred hus
collided. head-on with a ten-wheeled truck in northeastern
Nakhop Ratchasima province. police said on Saturday, AFP

reports lrom Bangkok.

Eleven passengers died instantly in the accident late
Fridav and six were pronounced dead on arrival at a rural

hospital.
Selidd .

Fortv-live were treated for-injuries, hospital stafl

Gas leak leaves 10 dead in China: 2

serious gas leak at a steel complex in China's eastern Anhui
province has lefi 11 people dead and poisoned 55, a report
seen in Beijfing on Sunday said. AFP reports from Beijing.

A 15-tanne

bulldozer broke

an " overhead pipeline

supplying gas (o the steel [urnaces of the Ma'anshan Steel

Complex in the early evening on Thursday. Saturday's edition
ofthe Wen Hui Bao newgpaper said. ;

Rainstorm hits Nigeria: ai icast 100

houses ' were destroyed in a rainstorm Adogl village in
" Nigeria's central Plateau state, the state run News Agency Df
Nigeria (NAN) rf-|mru=-d on Saturday, AFP says from Lagos.

Farm produce.

household

items and electricity

installations wiroe cdestroyed by the rainstorm on Friday. NAN
sadd Adogi andl adjoining villages were EI]II‘J hit by power cuts.

Swedisl coasiguards pic kul up 43 Afghan and Somali

refugees lound drilting in a small boat in

fmmBaltlcSea

the Baltic Bea and

towed them (o the island ol Gotland where they arrived early
Salurday, police said AFFP reports from Visby.
The refugees inclading around 10 children were in

health despite their ordeal in high seas. Visby

police believed

they came from Russia or one of the Baltic states of Estonia.

La#via and Lithuania.

to free 2 Americans soon: »

imqj ollicial says that two Americans jailed for illegadly
r.-hlrnm{ {he ¢ountry could be freed soon. AP reports from

Nicusia,

* "We think in the coming few days this problem should be

solved.” Hassab al-Oubaidi,

relations department of the lragi parliament,

&l

representative of the foreign
told the

Assoeiated Press Television In Baghdad on Saturday.

Sweden e

xpels Russian SPY:

alleged Russian spy was expelled from Sweden on
the national news agency TT reported, AP says from

Stockholm.

The 37-vear old man. Mikhail S

, Was put on a plane

boynd for Moscow after he was arrested Thursday .

ts off his return to Peru:

anwr Pre't ent Alan Garcia said .on Saturday he had
posiponed his planned returs (o Peru after the  government

ted the recommendation- o

e Inted- American Human

Rights Commission arid repe. s 1~ pledge to arrest him.

Reuter reports from Lima,

Garcia told Peruvian radio a recent ruling by the human
richts commission. a boady of the Organisation of American
Siates HOAS), had cleared his way back into politics before the
April 9 elections by recommending the restoration of his

legal rights and an e

Perry

end to legal cases against him.

on Moscow trip: us oefence

Secretary William Perry arrived in Moscow overnight for a
tow-day visit in which he is (10 meet his Russian counterpart
Pavel Grachev and Prime Minisiter Viktor Chernomyrdin, AFP

reporis {rom Moscow.

A US embassy spokesman said that Perry had arriwed from
Kiev, the capital of Ukraine, at 11,30 pm (1930 gmt] on
Saturday and would have no official meetings vesterday.
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boar in Tripura: r..

iweo of them mmlj},r by a boar at

Bharatchandra H.i.glr under Belonia subdivision of soutl
Tripura district yesterday. according to official sources ou
Sunday. PT1 reports from Agarala.

The boar went berserk and attacked the people afticr

‘was hil by a poacher's arrow.

The injured have been hospitailised, the sources added.

Georgian rebels
kill 6 in Abkhazia
SUKHUMI, Georgia. Apr 2:
Georgian militanis attacked a
gnd a city building

in separatist Abkhazia and
killed six people. including

five policemen. the Interfax
news agency reported Sunday.
says AP

Seven people were taken
hostage and nine were injured
in the attarks Saturday in the
city of Ghali. according to As-
tamur Tarba, head of the Abk-
hagzian security service in the
separatist capital Sukhumi.

He told Interfax that 10 Ge-
‘onglan attackers surrounded
. the Ghali city cemetery and
killed two policemen and a
‘womar. injured five and took

two as hostages.

COLOMBUO. Apr 2: A bitier
war ol words bhetween the Sri
Lankan government and Tamil
Tigder guwerillas has escalated.
ditnming prospects of an, early
end to the Island’s bitter eth-
nic war, analysts here said to
day, reports AFP.

President Chandrika
Kumaratunga has charged her
negotiating partner. the rebel
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE). with dodging
political issues (o resolve the
conflict which has claimed
more than 30.000 lives since
1972

An impasse in preliminary
tales since January and the
LTTE s° rejection of French
mediation to end the stalemate
sigrjulled thai the fragile peace
effort was reaching an even

International

Kashmiris flee Chrar Sharlef Ja

fearing Indian offensive

SKINAGAR, Apr 2 Resi-
dent~ are fleeing tl'it- besieged
Kaslinir town of Chrar Sharief
in growing numbers amigd [ears
that Indian troops may launch

an operation to flush out
dozens ol heavily armed Mus.
lirm nilitants. reports AFP.
Tension has risen sharply
dhuring the past lew days in the
hill town where Muslim sepa-
ratist pguerillas and Indian

troops have been engaged in a
standoff for more than three
weeks. residents said.

An estimated 10,000 In-
dian sqldiers have taken up
positions on the outskirts of

the town 37 Rilometres (23
miles) northwest of this
Kashmir summer capital. ef-

fectively trapping militants
[rom 1wn pro-Pakistan sepa-

ralist groups.

Police and residents sajd
that [firefights between the
gurnnen holding the town and

Indian army and paramilitary
troops dug in about two kilo-
metres (1.2 miles) away had
been growing in intensity dur
ing the past few days,

A makeshift camp has been
set up here to accommodate
the refugees [rom Chrar
Sharief, which houses a
mosque particularly sacred Lo
Muslims in the Kashmir Valley.
The Indian authorities have
accused the militants of using
the Islamic shrine as a sanctu-

mﬁ“l‘-‘cnple are fleeing their
houses fearing trouble in the
coming days,” sald a Chrar
Sharief doctor. "Indian troops

are shelling the area, creating
lcar and panic.

"Residenis are reelind un-
der continuous firing,” added
Abdul Rashid. 33, a hospilal
worker who arrived in Srina-
gar [rom Chrar Shariefl on

Thursda) with his wile and
thiree chitldren.

I'cople are scaréd and are
fleecing their homes for saler
places,” he said,

Altaf Hussain, a shopkeeper
who (led Chrar Sharief for Sri-

nagar. said that "if this situa-

tion continues for another
couple of days, ever}'bud}.r will
have left the town."”

"Troops are using loud
hailers to broadcast war cries
irn the night,” he said. Thev. are
r:pfatedly announcing.

"surrender or we are going 16

storin Lhe town.”

Residents estimate that
well over half of Chrar Shariefl's
pre-siege population of 15,000
had abandoned the town.

A commander of Indian
paramilitary forces taking part
in the siege said that militants
were preventing other resi-
dents from leaving and in-
tended to use them as "human

shields.”

"We want all of the inno-
cents to come out.” said Bor-
cder Security Force (BSF)
Commander P L Choudhary.

But he said no orders had
been received' to storm the

‘town to flush out the dozens of

militants from the Hizbul Mu-
jahedeen and Harkat-Ul-Ansar
separatist groups, which are
battling for a merger of Indian
Kaahmlr with Pakistan.

. -

Tlur ‘n.u;__m-'r 9. 1993 file photo shows Irma Hadzimuratovic, 7, at a hﬂEpll’:dl i Sarajevo, lt mid
was airlifted to Britain for medical treatment after she was hjt in the spine by sharpnel in a
bomb attack that killed her mother. Irma died in a London hospital April 1

i AFP/UNB photo

Benazir's US visit: No progress
‘expected on N-dispute

ISLAMABAL). Apr 2: Pak-
istan Prime Minister Benazir
Bhiitlo visits Washington this
week (o step up her charm of-
fensive on US President Bill
Clinton. bwt no progress is ex-
pected on their haclear dis-
pute, reports AFP.

Even Foreign Minister Asell
Ahmad Ali admitted "we do not
expect any miracles” ol the six
day Lrip lrom Wednesday.

Pakistan and the United
States were close allles during
the Cold War, especially over
tlie  Soviet invasion of
Alghanistan. Bul relations be-
came icy after a US law in
1990 lorced the suspension of

all nid 1o Pakistan because ol
the Asian country's nuclear re-

search.

Since coming to power in
1993, the Harvartd and Oxford
University-educated Benazir.
has made improving ties one of
her foreign policy priorities,

In recent weeks, gestures
to Washington have been

stepped up.
Raimnzi Ahmed Youssel, sus-
pected mastermind of the

1993 bombing. of the New York
World Trade® Centre, was ex-

tradited in February. There
have been some spectacular
drug seizures — 6.3 Lonnes of
heroin on March 24 — (0 case

another major US worry, and
unprecedented cooperation
with' US investigators after the
killing ol two US consular oifi-
eials in Karachi.

fhe WS adnunlstratiun o1l
its side, is increasingly indicat-
ing that the "Pressler Amend-
ment” in Congress, Which
[orced the aid suspension. is
not working. The law has not
siopped Pakistan pursuing its
programines.

(‘ongress is not convinced
though, a diplomat said "a ma-
jor step™ towards a non-prolil-
eration guaramee would be re-
quired to get relations back on
Irack

~—rNewfmntEﬁght |
Cong in Lok Sabha

polls in offing

NEW DELHI. Apr 2: A strat-
egy to form a united froni is
being worked out at the na-
tional level to fight Congress-|
in the forthcoming Lok Sabha
elections, veteran Janatla Dal
leader and former Orissa chief
minister, Biju Patnaik said lo-
day, reports PTI.

Consultations with various
epposition parties are In
progress (o finalise the stirat-
egy for putting up a formidable

challenge (o the Congress-|
Patnaik wold PT]1 here.

My and large, the united
fronil will be similar to that of
the erstwhile National Front,”
Patn.uk said

The Janata Dal leader was
conflident that the proposed
front would be able to bag
more than half of Lok Sabha
seats in the non-congress
ruled states of Tamil Nadu.
Andhra Pradesh. Karnataka,
Orissa, West Bengal. Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh

The Janata Dal leader de-
scribed the victory of Cong-
ress-1 in Orissa as 'marginal
and attributed the dal's defeat
to its “over confidence and
carelessness. ' He alleged that
the Congress-| had spent huge
amounts Lo win the elections.

_—#—-

Twinty-year-old student Pavadee Vichengrat (C) smiles
after wining the Miss Thaﬂand '95 contest on Sunday in

Bangkok.

— AFP/ UNB photo

Nepal declines to
host meeting of

| Kashmiri leaders .

ISLAMABAD, Apr 2: Nepal,
under pressure from India. has
declined to host a consultative
meeting of leaders from the
Indian and Pakistani parts of
Kashmir on its territory, a
Kashmiri party claimed on
Satun:ta}* reports AFP.

*The proposed. meeting,

sponsored by British MPs Lord '

Averbury and Roger Godsiff, is’
scheduled for April 11 to con-
sider how the Kashmir issue

-ran be solved, the Jammu and
Liberation Front

Kashmir
(LJKLF] said.

A spokesman for JKLF, one
of the groups involved in a
separalist campaign in the In-
dian-controlled - southern two
thirds of Kashmir, said the
world community should per-
suade [ndia not to "block” the
meeling,

Haidar Hijazi said a total of

"28 Kashmiri political and reli-

gious leaders had bheen invited
two attend- the proposed
Kathmandu talk~.

7 killed in fresh
South African
violence

JOHANNESBURG, Apr 2:

Seven people were killed and -

33 others wounded in a fresh

outbreak of political violence
in South African townships. .

police said today.
Reuter.

Police spokesman Andy
Pieke said three people were
killed on Saturday night at a
mine workers hostel - in
Germiston. apparently in retal-

iation for three murders on

reports

The clashes were between
Shangaans, a minority tribe
from eastern Transvaal and
Xhosas. South Africa's second

largest tribe.
IRA’s service
unit disarmed

LONDON. Apr 2: The IRA's

active service units have been

disarmed and their weapons
returned tg the group’'s quar-
termasiers, The Observer
newspaper reported today,
says Reuter,

The arms including rifles,
machine guns and explosives,
were taken from the units
shortly afler last August cease-
fire (o prevent potential
groups of dissidents from
wrecking the peace process,
the newspaper. quoting British
counter terrorist sources said.

But it added that Irish Re-
publican Army volunteers were
allowed 1o keep handguns to
pretect themselves from their

|

pro British lovalist rivals and to

carry outl bank robberies to
ralse s,

The newspaper said anti-
lerrorist sources have detailed
information on the quarter-
masters. including names and
addresses but have decided
nol o seize the arms stock-
piles in the interests of help-
ing the peace process.

The IRA's refusal Lo scrap
its arms has been a stumbling
block in the anglo Irish peace
process for northern lreland.

Britain has insisted that the
IRA decommission its arms
before it can take part in min-
isterial talks

valalitha being sued

for 'corruption’

NEW DELHI, Apr 2: A for-
mer [ilm actress-turned politi-
cian, who rules the southern
Indian state of Tamil Nadu
and has been portrayed as the
Virgin Mary by supporters, is
being sued for alleged
corruption. dailies said todav.
reports AFP.

Jayalalitha Jayaram, Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu and
charismatic leader ol the pow-
erful AIADMK Party, is being
prosecitied by a centrist politi-
clan for ulleged abuse of power
and financial impropriety, they
said, :

Tamil

Nadu governor M

Channa Reddy on Saturday al-

lowed Subramanium Swamy,
president of the Janata
(people’s) Party, to sue Jay-
alalitha for supposedly favour-
ing Iriends in a coal deal and
lor personal involvement in a
real estate seandal.

“If Jayalalitha is flound
guilty. she%s liable for a prison
sentence from a non-concur-
rent six years Lo 2l vears. a
fine amnd confiscation ol her
i1l coltten wealth.” Swamy told
reporters in. the Tamil Nadu

capital Madras on Saturday.
]

Off the Record

“eJust an overzealous fan
 MISSOURI: A man arrested on suspicion of stalking Miss
-America Heather Whitestone will not face criminal charges,

reporis AP.

The 35-year-old suburban St. Louis man is probably just an
overzealous fan. prosecutor Bob McCulloch said.
"Al the time he was arrested, he wasn't doing anything &
McCulloch said. “She was unaware of his presence.’
The man was arrested January 10 when he tried to enter a
hospital where Heather was making a speech. He had written
many letters to Heagher and her mother, claiming to be a

family friend..

and had driven

to her humetuwn nf

Birmingham. Alabama. to try to meet her.
Altler his arrest, the man was admitted to a state hospital,
and he remains under a doctor’s care. McCulloch said.

And now gay beach resort
ROl DE JANEIRO: Easter week will mark the opening of -

Latin America’'s [irst gay beach resort on Itacuruca Island, 42
miles off the coast of Rio de Janeiro, the daily O ﬁlubu

reported Saturday, reports AP.

The Maria Ruca Beach Hotel will open with room for only
20 guests, but will be expanded to accommodate 100 within

six months.

Guests will be transported to the hotel on a sa.ilbént and’
will have total privacy, the newspaper said. The five-star
services include beach parties and ecological hikes through

the island's forest.
Two businessmeén.

resrant, bhar

who wish to remain anpnymous,
invested 1 million dollar to build hungaluws a sauna,

and other installations.

All- hinel employees will be gay.
The hotel is also open to leshbian and heterosexual t:uupics

- Day care centre where slain
2-yr-old boy abducted

LIVERPQOL: A day care center will open this week in the

abo
3, reporis AP.
The case of James Bulger
year-old boys after being
Center in Bootale, north Li

ing mall where a murdered 2-year-old bO:f was abducted

— beaten to death hy two 10-
led from the Strand Shopping

| — captured world attention

because of the brutality of his death and the exceptional youth

of his killers.

Local pressure group Mothers Against Murder and
Aggression soughtl (o raise 30,000 pounds (dlrs 50,000} to
open a child-care center in a disused part of the busy mall,
where James had briefly wandered away from his mother.

James' uncle Ra

atthews.

said the new center was "a

brilliant idea., and an)rthing that will help keep children in a
safe. well-supervised ‘envirominent is welcome. It is good to
see something positive like llus come out of what happened.”

| Kozyrev pledges Moscow's
support for Palestinians

GAZA CITY. Gaza Strip. Apr
2: Russian Foreign Minister
Andrei Kozyrev pledged Mos-
cow's full support for Pales-
tinian self-rule during his first
visit to the autonomous Gaza
Strip on Saturday. reports AFP.

Kozyrev. who held two
hours ol talks with Palestinian
Leader Yasser Aralat, said: "We
know that Arafat's task of pro-
moting peace and ‘securing in-
ternational recognition is diffi-
cult. but Russia is going to
support the PLO chief until he
succeeds.”

. Both men df_-st-nbtd their
meeting as "warm. conclusive
and positive.”

T was very moved and im-
pressed Lo see Palestinian flags
raised in Gaza and to see the
Palestinians greet us so
warmly.” Kozyrev added.

The minister said he gave
Arafat a message of support
from Russian President Boris
Yeltsin. Moscow is a co-spon-
sor along with Washington of
the Arab-lsraeli peace process,

Kozyrev said donations
pledged to the Palestinians "to
help them begin various pro-
jects linked to sell-rule should
not be long in arriving.”

Aralat said he dlucusscd
with the Russian envoy "ways
Lo boost the peace process and

how we can overcome all ob-
stacles 1o be able to Implement
the Oslo accords” on autonomy.

- The Palestinian leader said
Russia had an important role
to play in peace negotiations,
and said he had g’,wen Kozyrev
a "special message” for Yeltsin.
He did not give details.

The PLO has called on the
international community to
help break the deadlock ih the
peace process wilth Israel.

True Lies’
comes Lo
Beijing
BEIJING, Apr 2: Arnold

Schwarzenegger will get to
ripple his muscles for the first

time on Chinese screens in
April. when the blockbuster
movie "True Lies” comes to

Beijing. reports AFP.

The movie, the, fourth in a
series of 10 top grossing film
imports. will open for two,
weeks in cinemas all over the

capital on April 20,
The heads ol several do-

iwsiic lilm studios who at-
tended a preview of the film
were greally surprised” by the
special eltects which went be
yond their "wildest expecta-
tions."

maor+ risky phase, a Tamil MP
said 1oday ‘

The parfiamentarian who
@id ot want 1o be named said
fighting would be nevitable
unigss the Tigers agreed (o
political 1alks and the povern-
ment further eased an eco-
nomic blockade on LTTE-held
territory in the North.,

Presiden! Kinnaratunga who
initiated the peace process
shortly after winning parlia-
menlary elections in August
revised her own projections
for esiabiishing ethnic peace
in the island saying it may
take longer than she expected.

“There is a doubt. a very se-
rious doubt. she said when
asked il she was hopeful of

keeping to the original exper
Lation of a solution in less than

14 months. the time spent In
the previous gevernment Lalk
ing 1o the LTTE.
Kumaratunga. a member ol
i majority Sinhalese com-

munity, said the LTTE put
forw.ard f(resh demands and
Wit back 01 viarious

group with our eyes closed.”
she 1odd reporters.
“he said that
sirungly-worded
LTTE suptremo
Prabhakaran
acousing the govermmment of
deception, did not contribute

the one of
letters by
Velupillai

News Analysis

undertakings 1o slow down her
peace effort. The Tigers have
been fighting for a separale
state called Eclam '

The LTTE is acting and re
artling in the same manner
they did in the past 10 years
We are not at all surprised. We
did not go imo talks with a
ruthless, undemocratic armed

1o rhe pr 55

The L has told the gov-
ernment it must completely
lift an embargo on them. dis-
mantle a key military camp in
northern Sri Lanka and allow
unrestricted fishing in the |s-
land's north by April 19 or lace
‘dire conseguences.”

Retired airforce chief Harry

somelimes

Gunatillake sald he believed
Kumaratunga's tough stand
meant little to the LTTE which
was in a position of strength in
the island’s north where they
maintain a de facto separate
siale.

“Chandrika can do some
plain talking but she is not in a
position of strength when it
comes to the north. It is what
the LTTE says that really mat-
lers because they call the
shots.” Gunatillake said.

He said the only other op-
tion open to the government
was to go for a military cam-
paign against the LTTE but
added that it was doubtful
whether the president was
prepared to take such an ex-
treme action.

"l still hold on to the belief

\Govt-LTTE war of words dims prospects of an early end to war

that the LTTE is biding its
time.” said Gunatillake who is
close to the governing People's
Alliance (PA) party of
Kumarantunga.

However, he said the LTTE
was likely to maintain the cur-
rent truce “for as long as pos-
sible” as it did not want to be
seen by the international
community as the first part to
break the ceasefire,

The ceasefire went into ef-
fect on Janyary 8 and since
then both sides have accused
each other of minor violations.
Military officials said that the
LTTE had forcibly conscripted
over 100 Tamil youngsters
during the truce.

The LTTE has accused the
military of continuwing a re-
cruitment and training drive

Armed gang takes
over hotel 1n
Amsterdam

AMSTERDAM, Apr 2: An
armed gang wok over a hotel
in central Amsterdam late Sat-
urday and is holding an un-
specified number of people
hostage police announced
here, reports AFP.

Police deployed in strength
around the Rokin Hotel but
have had no contract with the
hostage takers as all telephone
links to the premises have
been cut. Eight people were
sel [ree around 11.30 pm |
2100 GMT) half an hour after
police arrived on the scene.

Police suspect several
hostage takers. who have so far
made no claims are invelved in
the operation .



