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Dhaka Day by Day
Double Delight at ZIA

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

Appearances do not matter, it is what is in-
sicle that counts. Nothing could be further from
the truth in this world so fixated by good looks
and superficial grandeur. In a culture where
first impressions are so important there are
some things that just cannot be compromised
with. Just as what a prospective husband wears
al the first meeting becomnes crucial for a mar-
riageable woman in deciding the to be or not to
be guestion. a country's airport is often seen as
a forerunner | or forewarning) to a first-time
visitor of what may lie beyond

In the case of a first time visitor to ZIA In-
ternational Airport (ZIA) a double delight
awaits. It includes the usual ritwal of ineffl-

ciency aud lethargypresent inside the airports
of many developing countries as well as the

large doses ol harassment and uncalled for un-
pleasantness outside, which seems to be a spe-
clality ol Dhaka.

Belore Lthe plane touches base. one is taken
by the patches. of galden greenness Pf pacdidy
fields floating on blue rivers. Mellow thoughls

ol visiling or conung
back to (whichever
the case maybe),

gla makes the landiing
an exhilarating mo-
mernt.

But not for long.
Only too soon. one is
rudely awakencd
from such pleasant
reverie. It begins as
spon as one reaches
the immigration and
baggage area. A scvue
of utter disarray .nul
confusion conlrouis
the weary travebor.
After the passpons
are checkuod
‘relatively’ gmickly’,
the long wait begins
for one's precious be-
longings to cowme
through the conveyver

belt. Two to three Nights mav come in at the
same time creating h.voo with © people's lug
gage and sanity. While the tired passenger
waits wondering whether hall his or her lug-
gage is on its way to Dubai and the other half
being rippcd apart before reaching baggage
claim, the conveyer bell remains completely

immebile lor God knows how long ! Nobody
bothers to tell you why you are waiting or

. when your suil cases will come — if they do at
- all.

These minor irritations. however, do nol
prepare the slightly perturbed iraveller for the

atlack outside, One has lmrrhf come out of the
gale when a4 _proup ol people like vultures, will

grope. grasp and grab at you even belore you
can get ol the unnecessarily sieep ramp. Four
or five porters will Jorceflully carry one suit-
case, a dozen laxi and scooter drivers will ac-
cost you for the dubious ride home or to the
hotel. while beggars of all sizes will pull at your
sleeves. not for takas but dellars and pounds.
Added te that are the professional oglers—
scores of men whose main occupation is to
stare, glare and ogle’ when anybody especially
the female kind passes by.

For the onlooker walting to rescue someone
{}m:cmrauhrquiltamqﬂnglIﬂﬂmnd
way to kill time. It is interesting. for one thlng

to watch the different types of travellers who
have the privilege of having such an unforgetia-
ble experience at Dhaka Airport. There |s the
poor disillusioned tourist with back-
pack and leather sandals who inwardly keeps
telling himself that things couldn't possibly get
any worse eventhough instincts tell otherwise.
There is the out-of-place Bangladeshi female
student from abroad in her bell-bottoms, fash-

lonably short hair and cross and bone earring

dangling from one ear — the ultimate victim ol
lecherous stares, dollar hungry beggars and
con men dlngullcd as scoolerwalas. Then.
there is the "Saudi pherot” back from Saudi
Arabia) traveller carrying huge twq-in-ones.

TVs. battery operated 'Azaan’ players wwl vther
goodies fﬂ? his retinue of Imrlgl ﬂ}:l'h whao have

been eagerly waiting for his return, nol 1o nmen-
tion, his presents. He is perhaps the only trav-
eller who welcomes this homecoming. unper-
turbed by the delays, the gaping crowds. Lhe
pestering porters and persistent beggars. In
thit sense. perhaps he is a true Dhakaite, hard-

ly bothered by the
slovenliness, grime
and chaos around. For
hii. Dhaka Airport is
an exciling place. It
is the pit stop that

arc limited to only a
handful of travellers.
For the air hostess-
es— both local and
foreign — lor exam-
ple, passing through
the' crowds (o the
airline bus iIs a night-
marish ordeal. With
their perfectly made
" up laces and ample-
prool “clothes, they
arc the ' hur poris’

(angels) of the ogling

druu;pl_ing. crowd.
These interesting scengs may not always
sustain those waiting to recetve their loved

ones, and the slipshodness of the E:u!ung area
certainly does not help. There ate for exam-
ple, no working monitors to tell people wheth-
er a flight has come in or is delayed. The long
hours of thankless waiting may call for at least
one trip to the bathroom, a trip that many
have lived to regret. Moreover, aparl from the
nauseating smell, one has to look forward to
flushes that don't work, missing toilet seats,
missing toilet paper -and basins bloodied by
paan stains, thanks to the ayahs who are sup-
posed (o ‘clean’ Lhe restrooms.

Perhaps one should not be so harsh on an
airpori that is visited by al least a few thousand

people everyday, making maintenance quite a
challenging task. But if we are serious about at-
tracting tourisls and investors Lo our country.
the least we can do is provide them with an
airport with the minimum of standard facilities.
A little planning and organisation could go a
long way not to mention a little cleaning.
As a city Dhaka has not developed much as a
tourist attraction. All the reason for the ZIA In-

ternational Airport to keep up appearances.
Otherwise there is the fear that the first im-

pression may be the last impression.

brings him back

hotnw, ’
Such pleasant

theughts, however,

Metropolitan

 "Abul Mansur's works:
sought to give direction

to the nation"

By Staff Correspondent

Speikers at a discussion
meeting yesterday recalled the
contrtbutions of late Abul
Mansur Ahmed in literature,
politics and journalism, saving
his works sought to give a di-
rection to the nation.

"Abul Mansur lought against
odds to uphold the distinctive.
Independent political and cul-
tural identity of the people of
this soil.” the speakers said.

The Abul Mansur Ahmed
Smiriti Sangsad and the Bang-
ladesh Sahitva-Sangskriti Ken-
dra  jointly organised the
miceting At the mink audito-
ritun of the Natlonat Museum

il obscrvance ol the 15th
cheath anniversary of Ahmed.

Chiel Election Commissio-
ner Justice Abdur Rauf spoke
on the occasion as chiel guest,
while olher speakers included
the newly elected -president of
the Supreme Court*Bar Asso-

clation Justice T H Khan, Dr .

Ashral Siddiqui, Dr Alauddin
Al-Azad, former minister Sh-
amsul Islam Khan MP. Gias
Kamal Chowdhury. Al Mujahidi,
Sajjad Qadir and Nurul Hagq
Majumder.

Minister flor Education
Jamiruddin Sircar chaired the
meeting while Mahbub Anam,
Editor of the Bangladesh
Times. gave a vote of thanks.

Justice Abdur Rauf said late

-hhul Mansur Ahmed had ‘to

fight' an adverse social system
and he uphbeld the human val-
ues in s writings. ’

In this connection. Justice
Raul mentioned the names of
two books by:Abul Mansur —
*Aina” and "Food Conference.”
saying the scenario that
Mansur described in his books
remained almost the sanie to-
day. :

He said a mistrust had
grown among the people since

Death anniversary
of Justice SM'
Murshed today

The 16th death anniversary
of former Chief Justice Syed
M.ahbub Murshed. an eminent
jurist, independent thinker.
and a constitutional lawyer will
be observed loday, reports
BSS. ='
Qurankhani and fateha will
be offered at his mazar al

The Syed Mahbub Murshed
Memorial Committee will lav
wreath at the mazar.

A milad mahfil will be held
at the his residence. NW-5
Road 68, Gulshan after As
prayers.

Different socio-cultural or-

ganisations will hold discus- |

sion meetings,
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1947 following the multi-di-
mensional political and social
evenits. "This mistrust is an
enemy of democracy. We must
remove this mistrust, other-
wise we cannot bring about any
econonic, soctal or political
changes,” he said.

Justice T H Khan said Abul
Mansur Ahmed and his con-
lemporary Abul Kalam Sham-
suddin had played .vital roles’
through their writings first in
the Pakistan movementi and
consequently. in the emer-
gence of Bangladesh with the
passage of time.

Abul Mansur was one ol
those who tried hard to keep A
K Fazlul Haq, Maulana Bhashani
and Suhrawardy united during

the elections of 1954, Justice |

Khan said, adding that Ahmed
was also an architect of thie 21-
point charter of the Jukta
Front.

But Justice Khan regretted
that there is no effort 1o recall
the memory and invaluable
contributions of Abul Mansur

- Ahmed, and said that even {he

Bangla Academy did not seem
Ao have heard of him. Other-
wise, why has the academy not
vet published any of his
wriungs Justice Khan posed.
He demanded a university
hall or college or any road be
named after late Ahui Mansur

+ Ahmed.

..Iamiruddin Sircar -said late
Abul Mansur Ahmed symbol-
ised the wunity of literature,
journalism and pdlitics. He laid

importance on the originality

of the culture of the people of

Lliis soil. | .
Recalling his contributions

in the politics, particularly
during the early days of erst-
while Pakistan, the Education
Minister 'said Abul Mansur
Ahmed would ever remain in
the minds of the people.
Times Editor Mahbub
Anam, a son of Abul Mansur
Ahmed. informed the gather-
‘ing the Bangla Academy re-

cently has taken an initiative to |

publish the writings of Abul

. Mansur Ahmed.

Qulkhwani

The Quikhwani ol Zebunnisa
Jamal will be held today after
Asr pravers al her residence,
House 71. Road 7A. Dhanmon-
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Wanted by a NGOs network
A Dhaka-based national urgamzatmn networking with NGG& working for pbor
¢hildren needs a Director and a Research and Information officer. The persons must
_hﬁ"ﬁ thorough familiarity with the issues and problems affecting the children of
Bangladesh, national policy and goals, programs for poor children and r:ghtq of the
child. Female are encouraged to apply.

The Director: The person will be responsible for the management of the organization
with membership of nearly 60 national and international \NGOs with a goal to
promote the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in ‘Bangladesh. Should have
experience in senior managerial and planning IESPOHSlbﬂIt}f for a minimum of 7-8
years; experience in a networking and coordinating agency is preferable. Must have
dynamic leadership qualities for social mobilization, public relation abilities, and
capacity to mobilize resources; be able to independently plan and implement
activities in cooperation with member agencies and maintain effective liaison with
various levels of government; professional r:nmpetence in spoken and written Enghs.h &
B'm;.,la Cnmputer literate. , ; 25

Candidates drawmg emoluments less than Taka ‘15,000, need not apply Age
preferable 30-40 years. Selected person may have to join by mid-May, 1995. Persons
who applied and faced interview earlier, need not apply further.

Research and Information Officer: Persons having at least five years ex;rerm ina)
practical research projects, b) ability to prepare report by compiling data, c) ability to
analyze data, d) exposure to development information sources, e) preparing analytical
reports and editing ;ournals and f) innovative and flexible in thinking. Candidates
must have Master's in Social Science. Salary: Taka 8,000 per month {Cmmhdatpd}.

Application with complete CV and recent photo must reach by 20th April, 1995 to
Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum {BSAF} House # 57A," Road # 15A, Dhanmoruil
R/A, Dhaka-1209.
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IBM OS/2 WARPFEST/95
Our Heartiest Congratulations to
the Prize Winners of March 27 & 28 Seminars

1st Prize Winners _ 2nd Prize Winners  3rd Prize Winners 4th Prize Winners  5th Prize Winners
0S/2 WARP 0S/2 WARP Gift Pack OS!I WARP Gift Plck 08/2 WARP Gift Pack  05/2 WARP Gift Pack
| Md. Khairul Bashar ]:hingir Hossain Mahmud Hossain B.K.S. Inan Ahmadul Hoq
Manager Factory-in-charge Assistant Programmer M. D. CAD Lid Finance Executive
| Computer Solutions Ltd. Bangladesh Govt. Oil Ltd National Board of Revenue 145/2 Shantinagar BTC, MSD Deptt.
[ Rd #11H #2 | Mohakhali Wireless Gate ETAC Data Computerization | Zubaida Mansion’
| Dhanmondi JA-103, PO-Gulshan  325;Segunbagicha . S R#.42, H#135
| ® Guishan
Malik Iqbal Kabir Md. Atafuddin Sheikh Sﬁd Aminul Islam Md Sarwar-e-Alam Badaruddin Ahmed
Lrainee Programmer Operation Manager Accounts Officer ' Computer Science Deptt  Sr. Assit. Director
Transcom Electronics Ltd. ~ Bangladesh Chemical ~ Rhone-Poulenc Rorer B-1/E-6 Agargaon New Colony 5, Kawran Bezar
' 100, Kazi Nazrul Islam Ave. Industries Corp. 29, Topkhana Road Sher-e-Bangla Nagar |
| Kawran Bazar BCIC Bhaban
30-31, Dilkusha C/A
Md. Ruhul Quddus  Shaheen Mahmood  Tanzeem Rowly B.K. Bhuiyan
Member . R&D Executive Student, BUET Director, CSL Student, BUET '
Bhutvan Academy Beximco Computers Lid. 35, North Circular Road Rd#2 H#1l _ Electrical & Electronics
Computer Club 9A Dhanmondi R/A Dhanmondi  Dhanmondi 6/1, Block-D, Lalmatia
216, Mohsin Hall Rd.#2, Dhaka
| © Dhaka University |
| Md Golam Kabir Jowad H. Kazi Muhammed Shomser Ali  Sorrur Samad Engr. Saif Hasnat
|~ Student, CSE Director Director, Project Planning  Appellate Div. Deputy Manager
4011, Sher-e-Bangla Hall Onirban (Software) Programmer, BPDB Supreme Court of Bangladesh  Titas Gas T&D Co. Ltd.
BUET, Dhaka 1000 25/1, Rd.#15 (New) 1/E, Paribag WAPDA High Court Building Pipeline Const. Deptt.
Dhanmondi Officers Colony 105, Kazi Nazrul Islam Rd.
| Kawran Bazar C/A
Please bring your identification along and collect the prizes from
TS '
|i — : :
£ == 5%: IBM World Trade Corporation -
Pacific Center, 6th Floor
14, Mohakhali C/A
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Phones : 889783-86
- Fax: 880-2-889788
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