DHAKA SUNDAY, APRIL 2,

Malik to seek explanation |

ISLAMABAD, Apr
|: Former Test
captain, Salim
Malik has deci-
ded o seek an
cvxplanation from
the newly lormed Pakistan
Cricket Board through his legal
experts for dropping him from
Lthe national team for the Asia
Cup. reports PTL

A report from
quoting Malik said that once
the dissolved ad-hock commit+
tee of the cricket board had
liftedd the ban imposed on him
to play international and do-
mestic cricket, there was "no
logical reason” for him not be-
ing censidered for the Asia

Y
m"ﬂllb is why | intend fo
send a notice through my legal
advisors Lo the PCB and the se-
lection commiitee, because |
want to know what is the rea-
son that they have dropped
and humiliated me." Malik
said.

Malik is currently facing an
inquiry by the cricket board
for allegatjons that the at-
templed to bribe two Aus-
tralian cricketers during a
Test. maich in Karachi last
year.

Thwre are also allegations
.gﬂltwl him for mishehaviour
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Lahore

SALIM MALIK

1995

during the tour of SBouth Alrica
and Ztmrhahw':

Meanwhile, the former
cricket star, lmran Khan has
termed exclusion of Malik

[rem the Asia Cup squad as-

wrong and said (hat the

crickel bourd acted strangely.

e

s —

Talking lo reporters after
his daily physical training at
Lahore s Gaddafi Stadium. Im-
ran said that when the deci-
sion to lift the suspension on
Salim was lified and he was
allowed to play = cricket, it
meant that the allegation of

beiting and had net proved.

lmran has already ex-
pressed his desire o return to
world class cricket saying that
"l think with the spot of cri:
sis facing our cricket, 1 should
seriously consider rﬂurning Lo
Lhe game again.”

42-year-old Imram.had any

nounced his retirement from:

the game following Pakistan's
yictory in the 1992 Warld Cup.
He maintained ‘that he was
considering coming out of re
tirement for the 1996 World
Cup being organised in Pak-
istan, India and Sri Lanka.
Meanwhile, Malik said that
it was “fair emough” if the
cricket board did not want
him as a captain but "I do not
see any reason why | am not
good enough Lo play even as an
ordinary member of the team.”
Asked about the pending
inguiry against him, Malik said
that it had b&en decided by the

dissolved ad-hoc committee to
allow him to pay cricket.

‘At the same time the pro-
lific scorer wished good luck
to the new captain Moin Khan
and the Pakistan team for the
Asia Cup. "If indiscipline can
be controlled, the team has
the . capability of performing
well in the Asia Cup,” Malik
added.

Lankans spoil Kiwis' party

AUCKLAND, Apr
\ l 1: Sri Lanka ttH'-
. ned in a polished
all-round perfor-
mance to beat
R _l New Zealand by
51 runs in the third m-dty
international on Saturday at
Eden Park, reports Reuter.

The win denied New Zea-
land’'s aspirations of a series
clean sweep after they won the
first two matches.

.Batting first, Sri Lanka
amassed a useful 250 for six
with Asanka Gurusingha scor-
ing his second one-day century
for the visitors,

New Zealand's reply came
o a juddering halt at 199 with
3.3 overs to be bowled and was
almost symbolic of their sorry
centenary summer which also
came to an end

Sri Lankan captain M’_l'um
Ranatunga won Llu- toss and
decided to make first use of
pitch which offered some early
bounce. :

His decision paid good divi-
dends with Gurusingha and
Sanath Javasunva blazing away
to put on 9l for the first-
wicket belore Javasuriya de-
parted for 49 made off 63
balls.

It fell on Gurusingha to
shoulder the lion's share ol the
work and the opening batsman
responded with a 108 from
149 balls including 10 bound-
aries and two sixes.

And it was left to New
Zealand's Justin Vaughan lo
rue dropping Gurusingha at
the long-off boundary when he
was just on two.

The left-handed batsman

Indonesia
~ move ahead

JAKARTA. Apr 1: Indonesia
took the second singles match
Saturday to lead 2-0 against
Taiwan in the qualifying round
of their best of five Davis Cup
tie in the Group 1 Asia
/Oceania zone, reports AP.

Playing at the outdoor
Jakarta's Senayan tennis sta-
dium. Bonit Wiryawan outl
classed Talwanese Chen Chih-
Jung 6-3, 6-7 (5-7), 6-4, 6-3
in a continuation of the second
singles maich from Friday.

Wiryawan had led 6-3. |-1
when the match was stopped
Friday because of heavy rains.

Indonesia took the first lead
as the first singles player
Suwandi beat Chen Wei Ju 6-4.
5-7. 6-4, 6-2 Friday.

The host team came close
to winning the tie, but heavy
rains Saturday again forced the
doubiles to be adjourned.

Indonesian pair Donny
Susetyo and Teddy Tanjung
have led 6-2. 6-2. and the
Taiwanese duo of Lien Yu-Hui
and Chen Chih-Jung were up
4-3 in the third when the
@m;tch was postponed to Sun-

The maitch is to be followed
by the final twe singles. pitting
Suwandi against Chen Chih-
Jung while Susetyo is to play
Chen Wei Ju.

The loser will be relegated
to group two in the qualifying
rounds of the Asia /Oceania

NZ take
command

CHRISTCHURCH. Apr 1:
Brett Steven and James
Greenhalgh scored a straight-
sets doubles victory Saturday
to liit New Zealand to a win-
ning 3-0 lead over South Korea
in an Asia-Oceania zone sec-
ond-round Davis Cup tennis
maitch on the court at
Wilding Park, reports AP.

Steven and Greenhalgh
downed Cahng Eui-jong and
Kim Chi-wan 6-3, 6-2, 7-6 (7-

3.
In singles played Friday.
Greenhalgh rallied to defeat

Yoon Yong-l 5-7. 2-6. 6-3, 6-
4, 6-4 and Steven beat Chang
6-4, 6-4, 6-4.
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‘60 off 92 balls,
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brought up his 16th one-day
but more im-
portantly shared a 112-run
stand for the third-wicket with
his captain Ranatunga.

The Sri Lankan captain was

out for 39 at 218 but he had

remained to guide Gurusingha
through to his century which
came ofl |43 halls.

Given the solid loundation

h JA"i ASURIYA m-0-m

the Tower batting nrdcr re-
spended well to scramble the
Sri Lankans to their good total.

New Zealand made a poor
start to their run chase, losing
a disinterested Bryan Yeung
with 13 on the board and then
Mark Greatbatch for 43 when
the total was 80.

Like Greatbatch, Nathan
Astle (35) and Ken Rutherford
(30) also made starts but
didn't go on against a well
planned fielding and bowling
effort.

One-day specialist Jaya-
suriya backed up his contribu-
tion of 49 with the bat to claim
three for 35.

And when New Zealand had

slumped to 139-5 their chan-
ces of the match had

diminished considerably and

they had to settle for a
meandering finish to their in-
nings.

it was the tourists' first
one-day success over the Kiwis
in New Zealand and was ideal
preparation for the four-nation
Asia Cup starting next week in

Indiana Pacers forward Dale

Sharjah.
SCOREBOARD

Scorebvard of Satardav's.
third limited-overs cricket in
ternafional between New
Zealand and Sri Lanka at Eden
Park:

SRI LANKA
A Gurusingha b Caims 108
S Jayasuriya ¢ and b Patel 49
De Silva ¢ and b Paiel 4
A Ranatunga b Pringle g9
R Kalpage ¢ Rutherford b Cairns 9
H Tillekeraine ¢ Fleming
b Pringle 16
C Mendis not out 3
C Vaas not out 1
FExtras: (b-3. Ib-7, nb-3, w-3) 16
Total: (for six wickets) 250
Fall of wickets: 1-91; 2-1086;
3-218; 4-224: 5-239; 6-246.
Did not bat: R Kalpage, M
Muralidharan, J Gamage.
Bowling: O M R W
Pringle 10 0 56 2
Patel 10 1 28 2
Caims 10 O 45 2
Vaughan 4 0. 30 0
Larsen 10 O 49 0
Astle 6 1 32 0O
NEW ZEALAND
I Young b Gamage 6
M Greatbatch ¢ De Silva
b Muralidharan 13
N Astle b Jayasuriva 15
K Rutherford ¢ Javasuriva
b e Sibva "W
C Caims ¢ Gamnaghe b Javasorin 1
S Fleming b Jayasuriya [ =~
A Parore ¢ Mendis b Kalpage 1Y
1) Patel ¢ Mendis b Kalpage 11
J Vaughan run out 5
G Larsen not oul .
C Pringle Ibw b Kalpage 4
Extras: (b-1. Ib-5. nbh-1, w-4) 11
Total: (46.3 overs) 199

Fall of wickets: 1-13; 2-80:
3-104: 4-135: 5-139: 6-173;
7178 8-192; 9-192.

Bowling:
Vaas 8 0 34 0O
Gamage 7 0 37 1
Muralidharan 10 1 32 1
Kalpage 93 0 47 -3
Jayasuriya 100 0 35 3
De Silva 2 0 18 1
Result: Sri Lanka won by 51
runs.
Man-of-the-match: Sanath
Jayasuriya (Sri Lanka)
2-
.
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Davis tR) nses above Denver

Nuggets froward Reggie Wilhams (L) and guard Mahmoud
Abdul Rauf (C) during their NBA game at Indianapolis on

| Mar 31. The Pacers lost 107-92.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Sweden in
Davis Cup

semis

VAXJO, Sweden, Apr 1: Jan
Apell and Jonas Bjorkman won
Saturday's doubles match over

Austria ‘to clinch a semifinal _
berth for defending Davis Cup

champion Sweden, reports AP.
The ATP doubles champi-"
omns' 7-5, 6-3. 6-3 victory over

"Thomas Muster and Alex Ari-

tonitsch gave Sweden.afn un-
beatable 3-0 lead in the best-
of-5 series antl its foturth cop-
secutive trip to the semis.
The Swedes are likely to
play the United States in the
semifinals Sept 22-24. The
Americans. with Andre Agassi
and Pete Sampras playing sin-
gles. led [taly 2-0 before Sat-
urday’'s doubles in Palermﬂ

ILaudy, A
Sweden beat the Americans

3-2 in the semis last year at
home in Goteborg before
trouncing Russia 4-1 in the fi-
nal in Moscow, so a possible
semifinal against the Ameri-
cans would be played away.

‘It wobuld be a dream
matchup to play the Ameri-
cans,” Bjorkman said.

The Swedes swept Friday's
singles matches with Magnus
Larsson overpowering Thomas
Muster 6-1, 7-6 [7-58), 7-5 and
former world No 1 Stefan Ed-
berg defeating Antonitsch 6-4.
3-6. 6-3, 6-4.

Reverse singles, expected
to be shortened to best-ol-3
sets, will be played Sunday,

Russia stay
clear

MOSCOW. Apr 1: Russia
pulled ahead of South Africa 2-
| in second-round Davis Cup
competition on Saturday. but
they took a spectacular come-
back in a five-set doubles
match to do it, reports AP.

Yevgeny Kafelnikov and An-
cdrei ovsky defeated South
Alrica's Wayne Ferreira and
Gary Muller 4-6, 4-6, 7-6 (8-
6), 7-6 (7-3), 6-3 at Moscow's
indoor Olympic Stadium.

South Africa and Russia
each won singles matches on
Friday. The reverse singles will
be played on Sunday to decide
the best-of-five series.

The Russians fell behind
early, losing the first two sets
as Kafelnikov repeatedly hit
the ball into the net. Kafel-
nikov, ranked No 6 by the ATP
Tour as a singles player, admit-
led having trouble finding his
rhythm.

It was onlv aller two seis

that 1 eabimed  down -l
staricd 10 [ et A weld I saicd
larer.

Somitd Arie s seenued |H||-.-|'(|
Pov s e eere by o thee dlurd
=1 bt Luled o put the Rus

<iitis away on a match point in
the tie-bredker. It missed an-
other opportunity, serving for
match point in the fourth set.

The Russians easily domi-
nated the final set, with Fer-
reira and Muller looking bro-
ken after the disappointment
of the two previous sets.

“In my opinion, our team
played better than Russia, but
we hiad bad luck,” said Danie
Visser, the captain of the
South African team.

Olkhovsky said he had re-
mained hopeful. despite the
early setbacks.

"One can always hope for
something, even when the op-
ponent has a double match

ball.” he said. "Even under
such circumstances. | was sure
of our win."

The Seuth Africans made a
last-minute substjtution in
their doubles team., sending
Muller in to play for David
Adams, who often plays in in-
lernational tournaments as
Olkhovsky's partner.

"It was their tactic,” said
Anatoly Lepeshin, the Russian
team captain. "Because Olkho-
vsky in all the tournaments is a
constapt partner of Adams, he
has learned his playing pretty
well. Therefore. | believe that
if Ferreira had played with
Adams, our victory would have

India firmly
in control

NEW DELHI, Apr 1: Lean-
der Paes and Gaurav Natekar
defeated Robert Angelo and
Sofronio Palahang to give India
an unbeatahle 3-0 lead over the
Ph in their Asia-Ocea-
nia Group One Davis Cup tie
here Satfurday. reports AFP.

Paes and Natekar, the Asian
Games champions, downed the
Philippine pair 6-4, 6-7 (5/7),
6-4. 6-1 to advance into the
play-offs for next year's elite
16-team World Group.

India swept the opening
singles fubbers Friday without
losing a set.

‘Thai shuttlers
amm for SEA
Games' double

Sport

Americian Pete Hal:mpru;-s' plays a backhand return against Renzo Furlan of ltaly during
their Davis Cup tie in Palermo yesterday. Sampras won 7-6 (7-3) 6-3, 6-0. — AFP/UNB photo

US Davis Cuppers beat Italy

PALERMO, Elcﬂy
. Apr 1: The Uni-
¢l States cline-
hed its Davis Cup
match Ita-
ly with victories
Saturdav by Pete Sampras and

his doubles teammates, re-
ports AP.
The wins, following an

opening day vietory by Andre
Agassi, gave the heavily favo-
ured US team an unbeatable 3-
0 lead.

Sampras, the world's No 1
player, rolled through Renzo
Furlan 7-6 {7-3), 6-3, 6-0.

Richev Reneberg and Jared
Palmer then went out and de-
feated Stefano Pescosolido. and
Cristian Brandi 6-1, 6-7 (2-7),
6-4, 6-3.

The sun came out after a
day of intermittent rain that
postponed Sampras’ Friday
match, but the change in the
weather did nothing for over-
matched [taly’s fortunes.

Although showing some
uncertainity on the slow red
clay. his least favourite surface.
Sampras's big serve and com-
pleie game proved too mwuch
lor Furlan, ranked only no 67

The lalian pl, nul Er‘lth

tennis in the first set, coming
back from 1-4 and saving five
set balls to force a tie breaker.
But he lost that quickly and
never threatened again.

It was only the second of 11
tiebreaks that Sampras has
won this year., and he said it
“gave me a lot of momentum
and confidence” for the rest of
the match.

The 5,100 ‘fans at the

Palermo Tennis Club reacted
to the turning point.

"Once | got the [irst set, |
could sense the air coming out
of the balloon,” Sampras said.

Furlan said there was little
Italy could do against Amer-
fca’s one-twp punch.

“When they have a chance
Lo win, they don't let it slip
away.” the Italian said.

Making his return to Davis
Cup play. Agassi crushed Italy's
Andrea Gaudenzi in straight
sets Friday to give the US team
the opening match victory over
Italy.

Agassi. ranked No 2 in the
world. had not played on the
US team since 1993. When he
and Sampras decided to be-
come teammates, they gave
the United States one of the

most formidable combinations
in years.

Although Agassi hadn't play-
ed on clay since the French
Open last June, he appeared at
home on the surface, espe-
clally slow and soggy from the
dismal Sicilian weather.

Agassi beat Gaudenazi, Italy's
top plaver. 6-4, 6-4. 6-1 in jusl
over Lwo hours.

"The conditions favoured
me but we could have played
on sand, in mud. on grass or in
the Colosseum — he’s always a
better player,” said Gaudenzi.

The [talian had his chance
early on, breaking the Ameri-

can at 5-3 in each of the first -

two sets. But Agassi broke him
back each time for the turning
points of the match.

He had not played on the
Davis Cup team since 1993
when he was fined for refusing
to play a meaningless second
match against the Bahamas.

The combination of Sam-
pras and Agassi marks the first
time since 1984 that the
world’'s No 1 and No 2 ranked
players have been on the same
US Davis Cup team. Then it
was John McEnree and Jimmy
Connors.

Tyson's first bout in Sept

CLEVELAND.

Ohia. Apr 1: Mike
fvson will fight
again within six
months, accor-

- ding to his new
business partners. who add the
former heavyweight champion
could return sooner if he
becomes fit faster, reports
AFP,

Jay Larkin, vice president
of Showtime television net-
work, said Tyson was aiming
for 4 30 million dollar return
bout in September. &

Tt might be earlier. de-
pending on the condition he's
in,” Larkin said. "He is
looking at tapes of his old
fights and at potential oppo-
nents. he's chopping at the
bit.”

Tyson, who has not fought
in nearly four years, would like
to get into a routine of fighting
every 90 days. Larkin said. .

Tyvson. who last Saturday
conipletled a three-year prison

CROSSWORD By Eugene

senteie lor rape. said here
'Ihursciay he will stay with Don
King and complete agreements
the wild-haired promoter
signed with MGM Grand and
Showtime. |

The deals, worth a re-
ported 150 million dollars, in-
clude a three-year pact with
showtime for pay-per view
rights and an analyst job plus a
six-fight deal to stage bouts at
the MGM Las V

“We expect his first ﬂﬁlt to
be within six months,” MGM
Grand chairman Larry Wooll
said.

King aide All Braverman
said Tyson would need at least
two months of training.

"He exercised while in
prison, but he ate a lot of
siarchy food." Braverman said.
"He has to change his diet and
do the exercises you need for
fighting.”

Tyson has put Don King
hack upon boxing's throne, but
rival Moslem promoters vow
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the battle for the Heéart and
mind of the former heavy-
weight champion is nnt yet
cump}ﬂt

"Mike made a deal with the
devil," said promoter Akbar
Muhammad. one of three
Moslem boxing figures thrown
out of Tyson's announcement
ceremony by security guards.

"They thought we were a
major threat just by a pres-
ence,” Muhammad said. "In
order for a person to change
his life. he has g0l Lo change
his scenerv.” 4 7 1 & .

His prumm:r might be

+ King. but Tyson is boxing's

irue emperor. Tyson, who con-
verted to the Moslem faith in
prison, will decide how much
contact he wanlts with the
Moslem promoters despite any
measures King might employ.

"He wants to isolaté the
Moslems from Mike,” Balil

Muhammad said before being
Luken out,
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Injury forces
‘Sanchez to
withdraw
HILTON HEAD ISLAND. .

South Carolina, Apr 1: World
number-one Arantxa Sanche

Vicario pulled out of her quar

ter-final at the Family Circle
Cup here on PFriday with o
sprained ankle, reports AFP.

It was the first time in 1ie
10 years as a professional th:
Sanchez had withdrawn from
tournament. She injured he
right ankle in a three-set vic-
tory over South African Ama-
nda Coetzer on Thursday.

it was painful enough '
keep her lying on the grou:..
for several minutes during the
match, but after treatment she
was able to continue,

X-rays -on Thursday night
showed no broken bones, but
Sanchez was to undergo fur-
ther tests for a possible stress
[racture.

"l really don't have anything
else to say until the bone
scan,” she said through a WTA
spokesman on Friday night.

Sanchez was to have playe:
fifth-seeded Bulgarian Magda-
lena Maleeva in the quarter-
finals, Maleeva will now auto
matically advance to a semifin:
against Italian Silvia Farina,

whe: beal France's Leéa Ghirardi
-1 /-4,

Second-seeded Spanio
Conchita Martinez fared belle:
than her compatriot, though
she had to struggle through
somie painful tennis of her own
to beat Croatian Iva Majoli 2-6.
6-3, 6-0. _

Martinez, the Wimbledon
champion, dropped her serve
six times in a row as Majol|
took a 6-2, 3-0 lead. -

But she turned the match
around with startling speed.

"l didn't give up, even at 3
0," Martinez said. "If | did thai
I would have been the loser.”

Majoli said: "In the first sei
I was in control and 1 was
making winners and every-
thing. In the second and third
sets, she started doing tha!
and | was just making errors.

The Wimbledon champion
now plays Natasha Zvereva of
Belarus, Zereva beat her
former Soviet teammate Laris:
Neiland. now of Latvia. 6-2, 3
6. 6-3.

Japan sweep
HK away

FUJISAWA, Japan, Apr 1:~

Japan on Saturday clinched
their best-of-five Davis Cup
series over Hong Kong. sweep-,
ing the tie with a straight sets
victory over Hong Kong, re
ports AP.

The Japanese pair of Goich!
Motomura and Satoshi
Iwabuchi scored 6-3, 7-5, 6-
over the Hong Kong team o
Thorsten Poelzl and John Hw
at the Ebara-Shonan Sports
Centre in Fujisawa, southwes
of Tokyo.

Despite Japan's unbeatable
mark, two singles matehes
were scheduled for Sunday.

Japan were guaranteed ol
staying in Group 1 play, the
top level, in the Asia-Oceania
region, Hong Kong could drop
out of the group if they lose
one more tie.

SCEMRB sports

The annual sports compet!
tion of the Society for Care anc
Education of Mentally Re-
tarded. Bangladesh (SCEMRE!

was held at the Dhanmond .

Women Sports Complex hEt‘L
on Friday, reports BSS.

One hundred students fron ¥

various branches of SCEMRI

took part in different events ol 4

the meet.
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Today’s CWlpdut: U equals P

The is a substitution cipher in which one
letter for another. H thinkthnt!equalso it
will equal O puzzle. Single letters, shor!
words and words using glw you clues te
locating vowels. Huﬂm an

o



