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=— Dhaka Day by Day
A Floating Mission

by Raffat Binte Rashid

Friends! She has many and Yves Marre. a
Frenthman, is yvet another one, on her lst.
Bangladesh with her helplessness and her
charming beauty attracts many philanthropist
like Marre

Few vears ago the French government de-
cided to destroy all their barges. which were
simply an economic liability to it. Moreover,
these huge flat bottorn 10 ft in length and 1601
in breath barges. still in good state and could
he used for another 10 years or more, were nol

needed in European countries any more.

I thought that it was a shame., without
thinking of other poor countries such destruc-
tion was simply unnecessary. | knew that
countries like South America, Rain forest in
Amazon. places of Africa with rivers,
Bangladesh all epuld be benefitted with these
Ixirges. says Marre starting to chalk out ways in
which :hing& could proceed.

He had once flown over Bang]adesh in the
1nolisoon season. to him the entire country ap-
pemred like mirror. “1 had, set my mihd I would
try to bring those barges to Bangladesh. More-
over this place was gmgraphica]!y syitable for
‘the flat bottom vessels,” thus he formed the
rongh idea in his mind.

He would set up floating hospitals here. He

met many NGOs to lund such a project, almost
‘all were interested but Rotary Club's Alim Khan

wasd very keen. "With the help of the Rotary
chib. we thought of sctt,tng the floating dispen-
sary,” he explains.

Now he had to start things at the other end
—: France. There a NGO hospital ‘'Hopital Sans
Frontiere.' hospital without border, had agreed
o be a part of this team and project."I've
brought people together but now the problem
lay with the administration there. After a lot of
political lobbying | managed one barge for a
svymbuolic one Franc and there would be more,”
Marre explains enthusiastically.

Hungry for adventure he continues saying
that these barges sailed on rivers and channels
but never on seas and there were no way other
than paying huge freight charges to bring it to
Dhaka. The sea was the only route.The most
optimistic said that the barge would turn turtle
and fall into pieces not being able to take the
pPressure, .

The government sel up a survey vessel to
keep an eye on the barge so that it does set
sail. The entire mission came to a stand still. "I
am not a sailor by profession, it is my hobby. |
have sailed across the Atlantic Ocean alone on
a 15ft yacht, and so | have some experience.
But then again I had to convince peopie,” he
says quite frustrated going back to those days.

For an entire year he transformed the barge
inte a flat and lived there on the river Seine in
Paris. "But | was missing the open sea. | stud-
ied the (lat botiom vessels on and just for
the sake of fun and adventure sailed to Miami
from Paris. Maybe, 1 was the first in the world
to ven on such a mission,” he says. Thanks
to this experiment, he succeeded in convinc-
ing the people that this barge can sail from
Paris to Bangladesh.This impressed everyone

| eveny donors except of course the administra-

tiuil, They refused Lo sign any authorization.

Then the only solution to the problem was
to change the registration of the boat. "It was
ditficult to find a country that would give the

llag to such an adventure. We tried in in .

Panama.Gibralter. West Indies and finally an Is-
land in Africea Sao-Tome gave us their flag and
we are still under that flag” he explains his tri-
als at every step.

But it was not all. Before setting the sails,
they needed the help of the meteorogical fore-
casts. "Toulouse, a city in South of France was
the centre of meteorogical forecast, we con-
tacted for help. Each morning they were to
inform them our position and also the climate
report,” Marre says with that help. which gave
them five ddys' forecast without error, they
sailed in January, the worst time in the seas.

Near Cicily they stopped for four days be-
cause of a storm. nine days in Crete, three days
in Suez and that's how their journey” contin-
ued. when the sea was already bad.

They had only two crew on board one took
the wheel. and the other was on the engine,
who was also (rying to sleep and cook at the
same time. A third man joined them from Suez
though, to ease things out. "We took diesel

from Egypt that was polluted with bacteria. So

in the Red Sea our engine failed several times.
we had to wash and filter. Even take shelter
behind islands for the fear of pirates or the
storm."They stopped at Djibouti for 19 days.

Between winds of winter and the opposite
monsoon winds, they had lo find a gap to sail
across the India Ocean. "Within 21 days we
reached Cape Comorin in India. Now hegan
clashes with Indian administration. Between
Sri Lanka and Indian Ocean, we feached a port
which said 'Golden Ship is better than a silver
Ship but nothing is better than friendship.”
This made our way. Our association's name was
friendship and that's how we got our authoriza-
tion,” he explains. After paying the civilians
there, their normal fees of 4,000 (—which was
another story). they set out for Bangladesh.

"We' had only dollars and no bank or person
changed dollars there. We went to an Indian
Protestant missionary and the school headmas-
ter there. paid two-thirds of his salary to us.
His generous help gave us the moral support as
well."

When they arrived in the Bay of Bengal
around May it was the worst time. There was
70 per cent chance of cyclone and they could
[ace not a single one of them then. Wornout
and exhausted they decided to go to Mongla.

“When we arrived at the Mongla Port we
were rabbed of our valuables, tickets, ollars. It
took us three and a half months to complete
the tiring journey and this was our welcome
here," he expresses his shock.

The barge is in Narayanganj port and is un-
der transformation. There will be two steps of

transformation

On April 16, 1995, the ongoing NID
(National Immunization Day) programme will
also be held on the deck of this barge, where
tents are being set up for the purpose.On the
following April 20 this floating hospital would
be [ormally inaugurated by Mother Teresa.

And with it Yves Marre's dream will come
lrue
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The newly-appointed High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh,Deb Mukharj presented his
credentials to President Abdur Rahman Biswas at Bangabhaban yesterday.

— PID photo

‘New Indian HC |
presents
credentials

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas called for immediate
resolution of Farakka problem
that caused adverse affects on
the economy and environment
of Bangladesh through mutual
discussions and understand-
ing, reports UUNB. -

He made the call when
High Commissioner designate
of India to Bangladesh Deb
Mukharji presented his cre-

dentials at Bangabhaban yes-
terday morning. -

Welcoming the new high
commissioner, President Bis-

ladesh has attached highest
Importance in maintaining
friendly and cordial relations
with India and have been mak-
ing sincere efforts to promote
this.

Obituary

Alhaj Ashfaqul Haider Chow-
dliury, a Jusinessman and
social worker, died of cardiac
arrest at his Dhanmondi resi-
dence Friday night. He was 60.
says a press release.

Ashfaqul Haider Chowdhury
was the eldest son of late Khan
Bahadur Razzaqul Haider Chow-
dhury, a former provincial mi-
nister ol erstwhile Pakistan.

His namaz-e-janaza was héld
at Sebhanbagh mosque afler
Juhr prayers yesterday angd he

was buried at the personal |

graveyard of Dhaka's nawabbari
at Begum Bazar.

He left behind wife, two
sons. a daughter and a host of
relatives and [riends to mourn
his death.

' ~\

Rare distinction
for Bangladeshi
playwright

Staff Correspondent
The lite-sketch ol Sayeed
Ahmad. o noted playwright ol

the country. has been included
in the recently published
Encyclopaedia of Post-colonial
Liwrature in English,

AHmad has the rare dis-
tinction of being included in
the prestigious encyclopaedia
which, in over 1600 entries
lrom the English-speaking
world has explored the effect
of the colonial and post-colo-
nfal experience and is "an
essential
brary ol any serious student of
the literature of the twentieth
century.

The 20-volume encyclopa-
edia. brought out from Canada
by Routledge in 1994, has
been edited by Eugene Benson
and . W Conolly

Ahmad a4 former semor bu
reaucrat, introduced absur-

dism in Bengali drama in the
early Sixties in his Mmuch
provocative work The Thing
(1961) and followed it up with
Iwo more unigque creations —
The Milepost (1969, based
on the horrendous 1943
famine in Bengal. and Survival
(1967), first staged in Lahore
having at ils cenire a powerful
metaphor of the exploitation of
the masses

After the liberation ol
Bangladesh Ahmad. now 64
has created another t(wo
thought-provoking plays — Ek
Din Protidin. based on the
freedom struggle, and The Last
King which 1s an attempt to
remake the image of Nawab
Siraj : |

in 1976. for his contribu
ton in theatre, a row of seats
has been named after him at

Commitment's call

By Staff Correspondent

President of the Commit-
ment, a voluntary organisation,
Abul Kalam Azad has urged
President Abdur Rahman Bis-
was, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina to pat the
Farakka issue over to US First
Lady Hillary Clinton during lat-
ter's visit to Bangladesh.

The Commitment president
in a statement yesterday wel-.
comed the US First Lady in
Bangladesh.

Additional
assignment

The government has ac-
credited Tufail K Haider.

desh (o Cairo, as the new
ambassador to Sudan, reports
LINB.

An official handout yester-
day said Haider will hold the
new responsibilities concur-
rent with his present assign-
nient.

the-
present ambassador of Bangla-

CAREER IN ADVERTISING

We are a fast growing full - service Advertising
Agency, affiliated to Mudra Communications Ltd,
India's third largest agency. We have a vacancy
for a Client Service Executive who will be willing
professional,
ideal

to work in a

environment. The

hierarchic
under 30,

non - -
candidate,

should have a Masters Degree either in Business

Administration or in

English wrth

excellent

communication skills’ in English.

if you are interested in a challenging career in
advertising, mail your CV with a recent passport
sizé photograph to reach us latest by April 10,

1995. Use of
disqualification.

influence will be

regarded as

Ramendu Majumdar, Managing Director

Expressions Ltd.

Dhaka Chamber Building, 5th Floor
65-66 Motijheel C. A., Dhaka 1000

Ehe Baily Star 3

CU exams
shifted

CHITTAGONG, Apr 1.
Master degree fihal examina-
tions under the University of
Chittagong scheduled lor April
10, 20, 30 and May 4, 1995
will now be held on April 13,
23 and May 2 and 7, 1995 due
unavoidable circumstances,

Death condoled

The Impact Foundation
Bangladesh condoled the death
of Carl Fredric Lindstroam,
says a press release.

Late Lindstrpam played an
outstanding role for the well-
being of disabled in Bangla-
desh. Cuba, Pakistan, Zambia

and his country, Norway.

He died of cancer on Mar-

reports BSS,

ch 28 in Norway.
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“GOOD-NEWS” ABOUT THE
VINTAGE RESTAURANT
Popular demand has guided us into opening the
Vintage Restaurant again for Lunch,

Select from our carefully prepared new menu
designed to suit your Business or Private Luncheon.

We look forward to being of service to you.

For reservation phone 863391

addition to the li- |

the celebrated Arena Stage in
Qﬂ_aﬂm DC J

CAREER.
v WILLING

in USA.

INNOVATIVE PROFESSION.

i Yhe only course of its kind in Bangladesh that

offers field training, site visits, specialist
lectures through audio-visual medium. And an
opportunity for admission in leading universities

Date of Course Commencement : April 22, 1995

Date of Registration upto : April 10, 1995

— e, ————

Dhaka-1000
Tel : 405018, 402300

For Further details contact :
EXTERIOR-INTERIORS (P) LTD.
3/3 Bijoy Nagar, Kakrail,

¢ ARE YOU WILLING TO MAKE YOUR IMAGINATION
TO TURN INTO REALITY.

v LOOKING FORWARD FOR A GREAT REWARDING

TO TAKE UP INTERESTING AND

ere is your chance to prove your ability by enrolling
yourself to this professional ONE YEAR DIPLOMA
COURSE IN INTERIOR DESIGN jointly offered by Berger
Paints Bangladesh Ltd. & Exterior-interiors (P) Ltd.

P xterior-Interiors is a company with branches spread all |§
l!l over India and overseas. It has direct access to reputed # ""' z
colleges of Art and Design in USA. The diploma course will =&
put you in a better footing to build up your career in this
competitive profession. You require 'O’ Level or equivalent to
'HSC' and above degree to apply




