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Tyson to fight again | ¥y

CLEVELAND, Mar
31: Former heav-
yweight cham-
pion Mike Tyson
said Thursday he
will return to the
ring with the same handlers
who guided his career before
he was jailed for three years on
A rape convictions, reports
Reuter.

Tyson did not give a date
for his next fight but said it
would be held at the MGM
Grand Hotel in Las Vegas,
aired by the cable channel
Showtime and promoted by
Don King.

Tyson put an end to. ru-
mours of a rift with King,~ his
long-time assoclate, calling
him “the greatest promoter in
the world.”

The 28-year-old fighter also
announced that his friends
Rory Holloway and John Horne
will continue as co-managers.

“Besides being my closest
friends for many vears, John
and Rory have given me great
advice in my professional ca-
reer and they wtll continue to
be my managers.” he said,

It was Tyson's first public
comment since his release
Saturday from an Indiana
prison where he served the
rape sentence.

Details of Tyson's deals
later emerged. His agreement
with the MGM Grand was a 2-
1/2 year, six-fight deal that
sources say could be worth as
much as 200 million dollar to
Tyson.

There also was an indica-
tion from sources close to the
MGM deal that Tyson's first
post-prison fight will be in Au-
gust.

The Showtime deal to
broadecast his fights and allow
him seme work as a commen-
tator covered
sources said.

Unlike Saturday when he
left jail wearing loose-fitting
clothes and a Muslim prayer
cap, Tyson showed up at his
news conference in a blue suit
topped off with a jaunty straw
boater, which he removed be-
fore reading a brief statement.

He took no questions from a
crowd of reporters gathered at
Gund arena and closed by say-
ing, "May Allah bless you all.”

Tyson has said he under-
went a conversion to Islam two
years ago. His first stop on
leaving prison Saturday was a

local mosque where he prayed
with boxing legend Muham-
mad Ali.

In his four-paragraph
statement Tyson said:

“In the last three I've
had the chance to reflect on
my life and develop my mind. |

three years,

Arantxa in Family Circle gqtrs

HILTON HEAD
ISLAND. South
Carolina, Mar 31:
Arantxa Sanchez
shrugged off a se-
vere ankle sprain
to beat Amanda Coetzer in
three sels here Thursday,
reaching the Family Circle Cup
quarter-lfinals and securing her
number-one ranking for
another week, reports AFP. .

The top-seeded Spaniard
went into the match fighting
the flu. She fought back from a

*5-2 deficit in the first set,
then recovered alter spraining
her ankle in the second to win
7-6 (7/1), 3-6, 6-3.

"It's amazing to finish a
match like that,” she said. "But
mentally 1 never gave up and
stayed aggressive and didn't
want to lose a match that way."

A defeat would have cost
her the number-one spot when
the new world rankings are
released on Monday.

Now she is certain to keep
that spot. at least for the time
being, in [ront of fast-closing
German Steffi Graf.

Her future in the tourna-

ment, however, remained
uncertain because of Lhe: ankle
injury.

"It's serious. and I have to
be careful,” she said, her ankle
wrapped in bandages and ice.

so that | can help others.

“But I'm here today to
make a statement about my
professional future ... | will
fight again. | want to confirm
John Horne and Rory Holloway
as my co-managers.

"l also want to confirm that
Don King will continue to
promote my fights. Don is the
greatest promoter Iin the
world.”
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remains on probation
fnrh.:ryn-nmmuumpu-
vision of officials in Ohio
where he has a estate
near Youngstown. He made his
first visit to his probation offi-
cer in Youngstown on
W

Hltthei Saad Muhammad.

a former light heavyweight
champion who attended the
news conference, said how fast

Former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson addresses news-
‘men in a press conference in Cleveland, Ohio on Thursday, five

days after he was released from prison.

Tyson said he had chosen
Showtime to be his television
network and that he would be
fighting at the new MGM
Grand Hotel in Las Vegas.

King has had a long-time
association with Showtime.

Tyson at age 20 became the
youngest man ever to win the
hea t ¢ . He lost it
in 11 in knockout by James
“Buster” Douglas but was on a
comeback trail before he was

convicted of raping a beauty

She dropped out of the dou-
bles competition to nurse it.

The injury occurred in the
fourth game of the second set,
when she tripped an lay mo-
tionless for several minutes.

WTA Tour trainers gave on-
court treatment and she re-
sumed play without any notice-
able sings of pain.

"l remember | hit a fore-
hand. I slid, and suddenly I'm
on the ground and in a lot of
pain,” she said. "l guess be-
cause it was so warm it didn't
feel so bad.”

Coetzer lovk a 3-1 lead in
the second set, then won six of

Runners
banned

MONTE CARLO, Manaco,
Mar 31: Middle-distance run-
ners Lyubov Kremlyova of Rus-
sia and Violeta Beclea of Ro-
mania have been su for

four years each for failing drug

' tests, reporis AP.

The suspensions are effec-
tive as of Feb 15, when both
tested positive for steroids
after a meet at Erfurt, Ger-
many.

International Amateur Ath-
letic Federation spokesman
Christopher Winner confirmed
Thursday that each runner had
[ailed two urine samples.

— AFP/UNB photo

Tyson can get back into fight-
ing shape “depends on his
sincerity. It may take six
months, it may take three
months and it depends on who
he's going to fight.”

Published reports earlier
this week had cast doubt on

Tyson's relationship with King,
ﬂ]"’nglhltm was miffed at
the promoter for a

welcome home party that fea-
tured food and drink not al-
lowed for followers of Islam.

the next eight games before
Sanchez raised her game in
the final set.

The Spaniard moved Coel-
zer from side to side, came to
the net when she could and
started hitting deeper to put
pressure on Coetzer's ground-
sirokes.

In the guarter- ﬂnalu, San-
chez was scheduled to meet
fifth-seeded Bulgarian Magda-
lena Maleeva, who beat Ame-
rican Chanda Rubin 6-3, 6-2.

Second-seeded Spaniard
Conchita Martinex, the de-
fending champion, advanced
with a 6-2, 7-5 victory over
Kristie

Martinez wﬂl meet sixth-
seeded Croatian Ivan Majoli,
who beat Iriana Spirlea of Ro-
mania 6-1. 6-4.

Fourth-seeded Natasha Zve-
reva of Belarus beat American
Sandra Cacic 7-5, 7-5 to line
up a quarter-final clash with
her old Soviet teammate Larisa
Neiland, who beat American
Ginger Helgeson-Nielsen 6-1,
5-7, 7-6 (7/5).

French qualifier Lea Ghi-
rardi, who u Gabriela
Sabatini on Wednesday, had
another win when she beat
compatriot Sarah Pitkowski 6-
4, 2-6, 6-4. And ltaly's Silvia
Farina beat Austrian Petra
Schwarz-Ritter 6-2,.6-0.

Urugua:.rs Daniel rm {L} uul ln;hnd: Im-ryr v-m-nn ﬁ[ht for the ball during a
friendly at the Wembley Stadium on Wednesday. The match ended with a goalless draw.

Sport
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Mysterious Lara will play for Wmdles

BUEHGE AIRES, Mar 31.
Diego Maradona. who mysteri-
ously disappeared from public
sight on Sunday, was found
holed up at a Buenos Aires ho-
tel on Thursday, reporis
Reuter.

Maradona's manager Marcos
Franchi entered the hotel and
left glum-faced and tight-
lipped an hour later. implicitly
confirming the presence of
Argentina's former World Cup
captain despite denials by ho-
tel staff.

Argentine President Carlos
Menem had promised earlier
on Thursday to try to find out
where he was and to help if he
could.

1 myselfl will try to find out
what's going on with Diego.
The time has come for us to
try to help him so he can pull
out quickly from whatever dif-
ficult situation he may be in."
Menem told a radio inter-
viewer.

The Argentine press had
been a buzz with rumours
about the disgraced Maradona.

He missed several training
sessions of Racing Club, the
side he coaches. and falled for
a third time to appear before a
disciplinary tribunal of the Ar-
gentine Soccer Federation
(AFA) for questioning on re
cent incidents in which he was
involved.

The Argentine press has
spun endless theories this
week to explain Maradona's
sudden disappearance, from a
row with his wife Claudia to a
stint in a drugs clinic.

His father-in-law. Coco Vil-
lafane, accused the media of
mounting an anti-Maradona
campaign but failed to reveal
his whereabouts.

Maradona is still serving a
15-month FIFA suspension for
taking banned substances at
the 1994 World Cup.

He is also awaiting sentenc-
ing for wounding two journal-
ists with pellets from an air ri-
fle in February last year as they
mounted guard outside his

. —
applauded

KHARTOUM, Mar 31; Hun-

dreds of Islamic fundamental-

ist here Thursday applauded
former world boxing champion
Mike Tyson for his conversion
to Islam during his jail term
for rape, reports AFP.

“This means Islam will be-
come popular among the youth
in America,” Akbar Moham-
mad, delegate from the US-
based nation of Islam, told the
Islamic and Arab People’s Con-
ference at Sudan's Chinese-
built Friendship Hall on the
Nile.

The 300 delegates from 80
countries then gave a warm
round of applause to the
heavyweight boxer who an-
nounced Thursday in the
United States that he would
return to boxing.

Another former heavy-
weight world boxing cham-
pion, Cassius Clay, also con-
verted to Islam and changed
his name to Mohammad Ali.

Akbar Mohammad, repre-
senting nation of Islam leader
Louis Farra Kha, said “There is
a vicious t Is-
lam in the USA. The American
government feels threatened.
Islam stands for justice and
they are unjust.

“There is a campaign in
the USA against Sudan. The
American government is using
the power of its dollar and

propaganda to divide Mos-

lems,” he said.

England want
(Gazza back
SOON

LONDON, Mar 31:
back, Gazza.

That was the sentiment of
most English soccer commen-
tators Thursday after Eng-
land’'s lackluster 0-0 draw with
Uruguay Iin an exhibition game
at Wembly Stadium, reports
AP,

The man being hailed as
England's potential savior is
Paul Gascoigne, the gifted
midfielder who has been side-
lined for a year while recover-
ing from a broken leg.

British newspapers were
highly critical of England's
performance Wednesday night
and suggested that Gascoigne
was the player who could bring
spark and imagination to the
side.

Gascoigne, who is looking
fit and trim, is due to return to
action with his Ialian club
Lazio in two weeks. He is being
lined up to returri to the Eng-
land team for a June tourna-
ment at Wembley with Brazil.
Sweden and Japan.

“l will consider Gazza for
the summer tournament,” said
England coach Terry Ven-
ables, Gascoigne's former
manager at Tottemham. "We
know what he is capable of and
sometimes it frightens you.

“It is just a of his
fitness. He would make a dif-
ference if fit. He can give you
something different.”

. Uruguay manager Hector
Nunez had no doubts England

missed the Gascoigne magic.

Hurry

R

BRIDGETOWN,
Barbados, Mar 31:
| West Indies star
l { batsman Brian La-
ra passed a fitn-
=i o oed C88  est Thurs-
day. guaranteeing he would
play in the opening eéricket
Test match against Australia
starting Friday. reports AP
The 25-year-old Lara. who
holds the world record Test
and first class scores, has been
nursing an injured hip since
he missed the last of five one-
day international matches
against Australia on March 18.
On Thursday. Lara practised
with no obvious discomfort.
“Brian came through the
session quite well and we are
confident he is fit emough to
take his place in the team.,”
manager Andy Roberts said.
l.ara cut short a balling
practice session Wednesday
when. according to Roberts,
he “felt a little discomifort
after playing a particular sheot.”

Lara's presence in the West
Indies team is a big confi-
dence-booster as he is widely
regarded as the best batsman
in the game and hit the only
hundred in the recent one-day
internationals — 139 in the
third match at the Queen's
Park Oval in his native
Trinidad and Tobagoe.

West Indies captain Richie
Richardson., who had to miss
the last four one-day interna-
tionals after straining lga-
ments in his right shoulder in
the opening match March 8
came through both practice
sessions with no ill effects.

It will be Richardson's first
Test since he led the West
Indies against England in Bar-
bados last April. In July, doc-
tors diagnosed him as suffering
[rosn acute fatigue syndrome
and advised him to take a six-

month break from the game.
In the interimn. he missed Test
series against India in India
and against New Zealand in
New Zealand.

The West Indies have not
lost a Test series since they
were Deaten 1.0 by New
Zealand in New Zealand in

1980 They haven't been bea-
ten at home in the Caribbean
since they lost to Australla 2-0
in 1973

The West Indies emphatic
4-1 triumph in the one-day in-
series;

ternational the ankle

Y o -

BRIAN LARA

injury that has put Ausiralia's
leading fast bowler, Craig Me-
Dermoti. out of the series: and
the indifferent form of key
Australian, leg- Shane
Warne have further increased
the West Indies’ chances.

But Richardson warned

against complacency.

“I'm wvery happy with that
result but we're not going to
relax and believe that because
we've won that series so easily
it's going to be the same with
Lhe Test matches.,” he said.

“They seem a little bit

tired.” Richardson

“They've been playing lintnf
trthuhuim—-tht

the Test serfes in Australia
that ended in early February
and are generally rated as the

Guenter a political fanatic
.

HAMBURG., Mar
31: The man wWho
stabbed Monica
S€les two years
Ago was a "politi-
cally crazed fana-
tic" who hated Serbs, her
lawyer said Thursday. Guenter
Parche's defence lawyer asked
lor lenient treatment of a man
ol “limited intelligence,” re-
ports AP.

Parche was given a sus-
pended sentence after his first
trial for the April 1993 stab-
bing of Seles that took the top-
ranked women's player out of
competitive tennis.

The deecision tr an
uproar, and the prosecution
won a retrial. Prosecutors want
a two-year, nine-month sen-
tence for Parche: defence
wants the original suspended
sentence issued in October
1993.

Sentencing is set for Mon-
day.

Parche told police after his
arrest that he stabbed Seles
during a match to open the
way for Steffi Graf to regain
her No 1 ranking on the WTA
Tour. He also said it would
hurt the "evil” Serbs.

Seles is an ethnic Hungar-
ian born in Serbia, part of
former Yugoslavia. She has
since become a US citizen.

"Steffi Graf was the embod-
iment of the empire bf good,
Monica Seles the embodiment
of the empire of evil (in Par-
che's mind)," Gerhard Strate,
one of Seles lawyers, told the
court in a final argument
characterizing Parche's attack.

"This was not the deed of a
loving tan. It was the deed of a
politically crazed fanatic.” he

Elrat: wants Parche con-
victed of atiempted mans-
laughter. ‘which carries a
maximum jail term of 10 years.

Prosecutors. however, are

asking only for conviction on a
charge of causing grlmu:
hud:ll\' 1njur\t

GUENTER PARCHE

Parche's defence lawyer,
Otmar Kury, emphasized in his
closing statement that Parche
was a simple man. "with lim-
ited vocabulary and limited in-
telligence."

Parche has consistently
denied he wanted to hurt Se-
les and had no intention of
killing her, Kury said.

"The accused is not able to
disguise his actions or his mo-
tives," Kury said. "His personal-
ity excludes the possibility that
he could have lied to the
court.”

Kury accused Strate of using
a media campaign against
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Parche.
"He created an unbelievable
public préssure that today

weighs nol only on the ac-
cused, but also on these cham-
bers,” Kury argued.

If Parche had only wanted
o injure Seles, he would not
have stabbed her in the back
with a 13-centimeter (5-inch)
knife, Strate said.

"Why didn't he use a smaller
knife or a less dangerous tool?
The accused has not been able
lo answer that,” he said. "We
chose a deadly weapon and he
struck her in a region that
could have been deadly.”

Nigeria campaign .

0 boycott

Qatar meet

CAIRO. Mar 31: Nigeria may

try to get Africa to boyoott thl:
World Youth Chumpionships

after being dropped as hosts,

an ian Football Federa-
Lion said on Wednesday,
reports Reuter.

Nigerian officials are to
meet leaders of the Confedera-
tion of African Soccer (CAF) on
Thursday and Friday in an at-
temnpt to get African support.

The official. who declined
to be named, said the Nigeri-
ans might seek an African
boycott of the championships
which are now to be held ing
the gulf state of Qatar from
April 13-28,

FIFA announced last week
that the tournament for under-
20 teams would definitely not
be held in Nigeria for security
reasons,

l

| |

"

Calero puts

ita. who in
months in jail after bttnl

1993 spent six

Paraguay's Jose Luis
Chilavert last year scored with
a 25-metre free-kick for his
Argentine club Velez Sarsfield

in a championship match,
while Mexico's Campos.
an ex-surfer i::-hn. is
famed for his flourescent pink
kits.

4 more Malaysian
booters banished

into exile

KUALA LUMPUR, Mar 31:
Malaysia's Home Ministry
Thursday banished four more
footballers and a former coach
into internal exile for two ye-
ars over the country's match-
lixing scandal, AFP.

Players Azizul Abu Hanifah,
Aziz Azizan, Zami Taib, Che
Harizal Hassan and Roslan
Yaacub, a fermer coach in

[ southwestern Megeri Sembilan

state will be sent to remote
districts in peninsular Malay-
sia. a senior police official,
Khiew Ching Hol was reported
by Bernama news agency
saying,

People sent to internal exile
are alse kept under strict po-
lice supervision.

The banishment order
came 11 days after eight foot-
ballers and a coach were
ordered to face a similar fate
by Deputy Home Minister
Megat Junid Megal Ayub.

The exile was proposed by

the police in January following
the arrest Lo date of about 150
footballers for alleged match
rigging since investigations
‘began in August last year.
Since then, more than 20
players have been banished to
internal exile and another 80
banned from playing. Three
Malaysian bookies were also
arrested and banished during
the probe.

Officials said Megat was ex-
pected to banish eight more
players from those arrested.

Malaysian police recently
dismissed reports that football

bookies operating in Malaysia
rigged games in Lhe English
Premier League and World Cup
despite suspicion that punters
had international links.

A Malaysian businessman,
Heng Suan Lim. was arrested
by British pelice earlier this
month in a swoop on players,
including Southampton's Zim-
babwe national goalkeeper
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- Today’s Cryptoquip
letter for another. If you
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words and words
locating vowels. Sol

Is 2 substitution cipher
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VE WILL TURN OVER A

clue: | equals F
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