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About .84 acre of land situated at Mouza Dhanghara,
Khation Nos. 511, 371/1, 186,111/1 and 512, Plot Nos. 2999, 3000,

3001 and 2991 PS Sadar, Dist. Gaibandha, together
Main Factory Building, 2877 sft, paddy
godown, 347 sft. boilar shade 814 sft

station room, 184 sft. fumace house 287 sft.
Industrial

boundary wall and an

with 3300 sft

wn, 2877 sft, rice
ice room, 562 sft. sub-
guard room and
unit capable of

rushing 10,800 MT of nce per year. The machinery

are of mamly Indian Origin.

®
tender schedule
obtained on
Assistant General
Office, Dhaka and or
Kazihata, Rajshahi. The intending

The details of the morigaged

assets and properties and

the terms and conditions of sale may be
payment of Tk 250.00 (Non-refundable) from the
Manager, Law Department, BSRS, Head
Sangstha's office at 97, Greater Road,

ending tendererSfbuyers who are

ﬁ:faa ol B BRI,

, Dhaka or Sangstha's office at

G’.

The intending tenderers/buyers ma
tenders/offers in sealed cover in the tender box

submit their

BSRS) in the form of scheduled bank's Bank Drig‘g b&m
drawn in favour of the Bangladesh Shilpa Hmqusﬁaand

payable at Dhaka.

(B The tender will be opened on the 30th April, 1995 at 12-30
PM at the BSRS above mentioned Head Office. Dhaka in

presence of the tenderers, if any.

(B The successful tenderers shall have to

tendered amount within a week and the balance within 30 days
n

hunhda’nol

g?

of the tender. In case of failure
payment of the tendered amount
time the eamest money, 50% of the tendered
(including earmest money) or any

amount of the tender

money deposited shall be forfeited and the morigaged assets and

properties will be eligible for resale

Mhe following article by
Powr Montagnon was Ppub-
lished tn: the London-hasced
Financial Times on March 24
last as part of a four-page spe-
cial supplement on Bangladesh
brought out by the newspaper).

Aid donors (o Bangladesh
could be florgiven for asking
whether their eflforts are wor-
thwhile. Despite years of de-
pendency on {oreign aid. the
country remains desperately
poor with per capita income

this vear estimated al only
around § 240

Since secession lrom Pakis-
tan in 1971, aid totalling an
esiimated $26 bn has been
pumped in. Disbursements are
now running at some § 1.7 bn
a year and new commitments
are in excess of § 2 bn. Given
its slow development progress
Bangladesh looks vulnerable o
donor fatigue as aid budgets
are cut in the West and the
new Republican Congress in
the US starts to guestion the

value ol development assis-
Latwe.

The heart ol the issue.
though. is not so much the
change in the international
climate. Rather it is the strong

perception among donors that
their efforts are continually

bogged down by bottlenecks
and inertia inside the gov-

tration rather than lack
funds.

Stories abound of projects
held up and money unspent for
lack of govermment action.
"Our top priority as donors.”

Foreign aid donors show signs of fatigue

Bangladesh switches to self- help

says one Western official, "is
human resource development,
but the real challenge for the
country itself is to reform pub-
lic management.”

That sald. most donors also
accept that neither history
nor nature have been kind to
Bangladesh. A whole genera-
tion of administrative talent
was dﬂ:lmmrd by the civil war
Lhat prec ation from
l‘nkl:lin |n I‘J A slump in
educalion uandard- and re-
treat into state planning dur-
ing the early years of indepen-
dence has left a severe short-
age of the kind of administra-
tive skills required to run a
modern outward-looking eco-

Oy .

&rr the vears,
has had to contend with a suc-
cession of natural disasters
from cyclones and floods to
drought and famine. Internal
communication is hampered
by its many rivers and its en-
vironment problems have been
made worse by India's diver-
sion of the waters of the
Ganges. Its problems would be
a challenge for even the most
competent administration.

Against that backdrop..the

record has not

been bad. Over the last 20
years the fertility rate (number
of births per woman) has
dropped from seven to four.

Population growth has
slowed to 2 per cent from 2.6
and though malnutrition has

nol been eradicated, Bangla-
desh has become virtually seif-
sufficient in food.

In fairness, 100, the donors’
record is not perfect. A multi-
billion dollar plan designed to
protect Bangladesh from floo-
ding — most of the country lies
very close to sea level — has
been under discussion since
1988. But it has produced
nothing more than $ 150 m
worthh of studies and con-
troversy about the environ-
mental impact of interfering
with the complex ecological
balance created by its network
of rivers.

The continual struggle for
donors, though. is to find ways
of making their contributions
effective, both at the level
where they are offering to pro-
vide expensive infrastructure
and at the level where their
efforts are directed at alleviat-
ing absolute poverty. For both
types of assistance the essen-
tial requirement Is to limit the
involvement of government as
far as possible.

Despite the bureaucratic
frustrations, donors continue
to finance major projects.
Work is under way on a § 700
m bridge across the river
Jamuna in eentral Bangladesh
which will open up communi-
cations to the northwest of
the country. The $510m Kar-
naphuli fertiliser plant, a joint
venture between the govern-

ment, donors and a consor-
tium of companies led by
Marubeni, came on siream in
December. Bangladesh thus
made its first exports of liquid
armmonia.

But there has also been an
increase in policy-related as-
sistance by major institutions
such as the World Bank. The
bank, for example, is helping
finance the restructuring of
the largely state-owned jute
industry. It is also pressing the
government Lo reform the civil
service, not only through im-
proved training but, more im-
portantly, also through the
introdaction of better incen-
tives and greater differentia-
Lion in wage scales.

Where poverty alleviation is
concerned, donors rely heavily
on volumtary agencies to chan
nel funds to the poorest peo-
ple. Given the government's
short comings in the provision
of basic social services, it is
probably no accident that Ba-
ngladesh is world famous for
its voluntary organisations.

The Grameen Bank, which
provides credit for small farm-
ers and whose clients are
mostly women has been sin-
gled out for praise more than
once by Mrs Hillary Clinton.
most recently at last month's
soclal summit in Copenhagen.
It no longer relies on foreign
grants, though it has served as
a model for others in the pro-
vision of amall credits.

The Bangladesh Rural -
vancement Committee IBracj
provides small-scale credit
too, but it also runs . more than
28,000 schools. Under its
rural enterprise programme it
supports small farmers and

handicrail centres in the
countryside,

Some donors make no se-
cret of the fact that they re-
gard the voluntary agencies as
a surrogate to government for
provision of social services,
education and basic healthcare.
They hope that their work of
voluntary agencies will put
competitive pressure on the
government and force it to
improve its standards. Brac it-
selfl believes it cannot indefi-
nitely operate as a provider of
services for which the gov-
ernment should be responsi-
bhie. o

“In the next five years, we
expect the donors will not go
on financing our schools.” says
Mr. F H Abed the former Shell’
accountant who founded Brac
23 years ago.

Similarly, the Grameen
Bank provides credit for hous-
ing and brings education to its
borrowers, according to Its
deputy managing director., Mr
Khalid Shams. "We have the
largest housing programme in
the country.” he says, nearly
300.000 houses have been
built in rural areas for
who had never dreamt of hav-
ing a roof over their head with

sanitation and a water pump."

But, he says, there are lim-
its. Grameen bank cannot be-
come responsible for alleviat-
ing poverty across the whole
of society. That is the respon-
sibility of government. We have
shaown that it can be done
with little wastage and that we

can reach the Larget. |
As for big ticket infrastrue-

lure items, privatisation looks
an increasingly attractive an-
swer, Bangladesh is almost
certainly too poor to consider
the kind of toll roads that are
now being built in countries
like Indonesia, but few doubt
that invelvement of private
capital would do more than aid
to help improve the perfor-
mance of both telecemmunica-
tions and power utilities,
Gradually in that case for-
eign direct investment might
beceme a substitute for aid,
Decision-making in areas such

as privatisation has been held
up by the political ‘erisis. It
remains to be seen whether a
reduction in the scope and
rea::.'h of goyernmeni will be

successful than keeping
lhf government supplied with
cash.

But with remittances from
overseas Bangladeshis increas-
ing too, il Is dawning on at
least some people in govern-
ment that aid is not the only
ANSWeT

In the past the country
suffered from a kind of ald in-
toxication, says Saifur Rah-
man, Finance Minister. "That

was bad. It destroyed the
nation's commitment de-
velop its own resourcel. We

should learn to depend more
on ourselves.”,




