OHh! Those Weddlng Horrors

stepped down fromn the
I car to see the usual colo

urful lights tangled in
the trees and hundreds ol
people wearing clothes which
were a perfect competition for
those lights.

Accompanied by my par-
ents, | advanced towards the
gate, which too. had been dec-
orated with cloths and lights.
As we entered, | saw more
lights, brighter than the ones |
saw before, the glittering sa-
rees amnd jewelleries of the
ladies and shiny silk shirts pf
some gernts.

My father got separated
from us to join the male sec,
" tion of the wedding. Me and
my mother. sat in a corner of
somewhere, Suddenly this ef-
fulgent figure appeared in
front of me. She conceded my
mother and then began their
“bhabi. bliabi' chatter.

In the middle of nowhere of _

the conversation she, seemed
to have acknowledged me. 'Oh!
This is your daughter. right!"
she said in a high-pitched
voice, opening her mouth
_through her triple-chin. 'She
has grown!
squeezed my cheeks is such a
manner that ] could guess that
there would be neo need for
blush-on on that cheek ever in

my life.
. Then she patted me on the
head, which spoiled the

hairstyle, which took me an
hour, within a fraction of a
second. ] refrained myself
from bellowing out. I won-
dered what she does tg infants
if she does this to an almost
full-grown ‘child'? 1 felt pa-
thetic towards them. But that
wisi't the end, she had more
of her preposlerous acts to
perform. .
She threw on my face a
irumber of guestions the an-
swers of which were already
known to her. | guess. In spite
of me staying aloof. she proba-
bly wanted to be my hest

- abave

Saying this she .

by Trishna

il

riend it seemed. "Wail. walit,
I'll introduce vou to my
daughter.' Oh no. | didn't know

doomsday would arrtve so
soon! She screamed out her
daughter's name. Jvotsna. Jy-
otsna'. | don't know why but |
started shivering as she ut-
tered her child's name

The horrendous picture of
'‘Beder Meye (Jyotsna appeared
in front of my eyves. As her
beloved daughter arrived. 1 was
astonished to see how she re-
sembled the heroine of the
nmentioned movie! |
wondered il she ‘was a
heroine. The girl inheriting
ber mother's corpulent figure

~and false eye-lashes which

promised to fall off anytime,
resting on her cheeks., ap-
peared in front of me, We were
Introduced to each other and
ignoring my demur, she. the
girl who was biggder. falter,

taller and older than me [at
least she looked so| offered me
to play! That too not ludo or
scrabble. but 'kanamachhi” |
was taken aback. lmagine play-
ing that game in a wedding!
Fortunately, favourably,.
auspiciously, propitiously and
luckily, the food was served
immediately, which brought
out an excellent reason for me
not playing with that asinine
girl, For an instant, |1 was re

lieved!
Following my mother. [ sal

on a chair, those wooden ones
with the comparatively narrow
seats and took one glance at
the served food. The mixture
of rice, meal and oil or ghee
whatever, was helpful in mak-
ing me feel nausea, in this hot
weather. Still, 1 took hardly a
spoonful and wished I -:'uuﬁ
digest it. Out of nowhere ran‘g‘
a man and plunging his hand {I
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wonder if it was his right} in a
digh. picked out a chicken leg
and plaved if on my plate.

At the moment. the mean-
g of appetite was unknown to
me. With maximum reluctance,;
1 tpok some in my hand and as
I was about to l.'irf}p it I my
maouth. 1 saw the loathsome

ammimal advance towards me.
Step by step. as il getting
ready to pounce orn fts prey. it

atlvanced towards our table.
What *should 1 do? Showt, cry
tor help or keep my fears in-
side me? [f it succeeded
reaching under the table. it
wiuld definitely bring out the
lool in me as | was suyre that |
wouldn't be able to help myself
from shouting. .

50 | seeretly picked up the
chicken leg from my plate and
threw {t at the animal, intend-
ing to satisfy the slimy. terror-
sirickening cat. The rest had

-y

already finished, which indeed
was a relief for me. So 1 gor up
Lo whash my hand. There too. |

had to confront trouble First
the (ueue and then finding

mysell washing my hand with
onily water dnd no soap. which
left 1t still oily and sickening
As | stepped backward. my
foot drowned in the puddle
which seemed to have been in-
vented for me to get furtous.
Fihally, after being able to
recognise my mother from the.
crowd of hundreds. | pushed
her to leave just like those lit-
tle, annoying kids. | was least
bothered about how | was be
having but all | wanted to do
right at that moment was to
leave that place. After a pro
longed pleading, she was con

vingedl but first 1 was to find
my lLither.

5 | entered the place
where Lhe men were sitting
separately. all the male eyes
were on me. | bet they thought
I was there to flirt. But the in-
nocent me was only looking for
her father — how was | o ‘tell
them? When | could at last
make him ouf, | was delighted.
But no, he commanded me to
wait until he finished his ci-
garette. How heartless of him,
but if he only knew what | had
been going through. With a
promisge from him to meet me

. and mother as soon as he fin-
Ished his beloved burning
stick. | left that area.

After spending a few min-
utes which seemed never-end-
ing to me, he came. So, at last,
after those slow hours, came
the time for leaving that terri-
fying, glittering place. Glitter-
ing because. everything start-
Ing from the lights used in the
decoration, to the clothes of
the huge ladies and the men's
shirts, to the oily food, all were
glowing. giving out a radiant
glitter. After tight hand-shakes
and sweet-sounding goodbyes |
was able to relax in our car.
Peace was there — at last!

1 HE learned lawyer sta-

; red at her. mesmerised
by her charming bea-

uty, once again. She was sitting

in front of him against the .

table.
. "Are you listening to me Mr

"Oh yes, yes. And what is
your name Miss —?"
"Enakshi, Miss Enakshi

want to put him on trial. And
you came to me for suggestions

I understood so far. Didn't 17"
“Exactly. He lives next door

to me along with his dog. As
bad as a man could be..." she
became heot again, hot as
steam. "l want to put him in
jail, that's the right place for
him. If 1 can't throw him away
from there...

The lamyer fclt helpleas and
uneasy. “Look Miss Roy, though

its not easy for you; you got to
tell me every thing. Every de-
tails without any hesitation.
Just a moment —" he brought

out his péen and note book "I'll

'ask you questions, one after
another. you will answer me.
You claim that was an intru-
sion...of privacy?”. "Obviously.
what would you call it then, if 1
had a gun....

"Right. nght He felt sorry
and .didn't like that part.

Instead he thought that our

women are all capable: the
.princes in the ancient times

‘went to the battle field with %

sword in their hands, and as
for women, their eyes have
l::mugh gun power or might.

t you are’. Coming back
fronf his thoughts he said, "But
why that gun? Tell me where
and exactly how did it happen?
Describe it just as it hap-
pened.”

"1 was just going to tﬂll you
that. His flat and mine are very
close, just a small’ balcﬁn}r in
between. | live in one side...

"You live alone, | mean all
-alone?” asked the lawyer.

“"Don't you have any relatives '

here? What do you do in

Calcutta?” he asked a number.

- of questions.

. "l work in the govt office.
My parents live in the village.....
I send them l'.[‘.l-ﬂﬂ&jf every

. month."

"h see, hut living in this city
all alene...." he didn't like thngl
Hntallalum my maid servan
lives with me. But she couldn't

his daiighter to him?"
point. When did the incident

“Yes, Miss Enakshi Roy, you -

| pened then?”

e Tl o | ) Why Doesn't Su er Glue'
Stick to the In51de |
- of the Tube?

"Okay, lets come to the -

ou Dont Know W

. by Shibram

Translated by
take place?” ; “And you —? | mean. what
“Yesterday in the afternoon.  ahqut your coverf-
after I got back from the office. “Nothing, thefe was, there
My maid wasn't at home and | - was"— she didn:{ find the right
was in the bathroom taking a  word to expresd hersélf for a
shower. As you'know there:is a  while. " was naked."
little space in between the twe  * "I understoo. Then what?"
flats? Just a small railing, but "He jumped |
that's not an obstacle for that . "ver_s,r cleveril see!”
anima] he could cross that any "Exactly, Shch a man's —
timt = then 1 thn:w € water hettle
* "That's . right. ‘What hap- at him.” :

i

-

o heard someone ente

bathroot covering my body in
a big towel, thfnktng that the
door might have been ‘open or
the wind parted it. | must
forgotten to lock the dnﬂ—r'g d

shouted, 'Go away from here'

listen to me."

"Seeing a total stranger and’
'sensing .the¢ vulnerability, his

animal instinct surfaced out,”
he explained. "That's why we
are here to serve you, other-

wise we l'mve he;m out of
" business long
“"What to tf:ll you Mr

. Pakrashi, | became so scared.

That hungry look — I covered
m}‘bod}'anfa:aalcumdmth

_ thpttuuti

“It's scary .indeed, ]mu were
hﬁlplcm in that situation”.

"And that animal was even
showing its teeth!” :

"He laughtd at you! How -

-darmgi
"Laughed? 'May be, they
might laugh like that. But that

was horrible. 1 threw away my
towe] at its face—."

: ch ﬂthcr'
I‘ur&mmuteurm.aand then I.

"Did it hithim?"

it You are

Haque Shantu

"Absolutely not. instead of
ihat | was chased.” y

"And what did you do?"

"l started to rum too. from
one room to another and ‘it
-was just behind me.";

*  "You surely were shouting

5 then? Didn’t you?"

"Sure, bul nobady was
around at that hour.

There is only tw't; flat ‘in
. that building, But then—="

"Yes. what happenenl then.

1

HAT
Glue " turm  from a
liquid to a solid is not,

\\

but that monster didn't even | @s all. you nerds reflexively

shouted out, air. That's for
\’other glues. They just dry. But

Super Glue — is triggered by
‘minute traces of moisture.
Your basic humidity will do the
trick. Super Glue works better
in Miami than in Phoenix.

When exposed to moisture, the
- glue molecules start crystalliz-
ing, linking.up like a daisy
c¢hain. That's why you can't
ﬁwallnw it like ordinary class-
room paste; Super Glue solidi-
“fies before it reaches the
throat. ("But Super Glue is al-
ready wet!" our puerile friends
tell us. thinking that anything
Kquid must necessarily contain
H O. Not:-true.] Because of this

ple- at Super Glue headquar-
| ters, the Loctite Corporation,

makes Supﬂr '

-alphacyanoacrylate — that's

moisture sensitivity, the peo- -

have tn assemble the tules as
though - handling the deep-
space ‘Virus [rom Thé An-
drommeda . Sirain. Water
melecules are rigidly policed.

Loctite wouldn't gh;ft cletails of

this process except lo say that

years ago some of the human

workers were found to, be

-::nntammaLtng the tubes and
" .had to be replaced by robots.

ff wus medical fact: If you
accidentally Super Glue your
eyelids shut [pote use of

trademarked name as a verb},

wash with warm water, apply a
gauze patch. and sit tight.

Don't. try to pry it. The eyelid
will open in one 10 four days
rundamaged. According to the
Loctite Corporation.

Courtesy —
Are?

Why Things

Losing!

there was a touch of excite-
ment in ‘his voice,

"l enitered into the kl[EhL‘l‘l
and locked the door from in-
side "

Pakrashi seemed to be dis-
appointed a little. "Oh! | see, -
then - what " happened Miss

"We were standing - there,
me on one side of the door and
that dog on the other. | told
whatever came to my mind but
he didn't go away. After a while
somebody knocked at the door
and | saw him leaving my flat. |
got out from there and opened
the door.”

'In that positien?"
~ Yes, 1 was l::-ul of m}r mind
. you know.”

"That's -right. that friend of
yours. | mean that gentleman
—?" Pakrasht was excited
again. there might have been
another attack, but he was dis-
appointed again,

. "It was a she. Unmﬁf my girl

come here."

“That's good, y::m have done
the right thing.” He thought
for a while, how much to
¢ arge for the fees. "Now. lets
vome to the right point, we
ieed a witness for the case

and there is only your state- -
ment against him. Dath against

ath.”
"But he is not denying.”
"He is not!” . _
"Absolutely not. moreover
he is prond of it. We went to
him just after that, my friend
- and myself."
] "He opened the door by
"himself and when I told him
that I was going to the thana
he started to laiu'gh.“
"Wait a minute,... he admit-
,ted everything in frﬂm of your

friend?”
vervihing. . He thﬂught it

was nothing but a funny inci-
dent. As if it was very funny!”
. Okay, then the case is
st}nng you've got a clear case.”
"We can catch him then?”
"Obviously. He admitted ev-
| erything,  moreover your
friend's statement is there. He
has, to pay a lot of compensa-
tion."
- "Who wants compensation?

I want to shoot him. I want to
get rid of that."

'Miss 'Enakshi Roy, what
you have told me so far and if
nﬂthing more had happened,
you can't ask for anything more
than compensation. As the
man had only chased you from
| the bedroom to the kitchen,
no matter how bad the man is, -
no court is going to accuse him
for more than that. No matter
how mueh hurt you are, no-
body is guing to hang the man
for that.”

"The man?"

Enakshi got confused —
"Who wants to hang the man? |

=

J want to shoot his dog.”

. friends.  She suggested me to |

tirme for the next issue
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Time in Frome' 5 for those interested in photography Send us your best photograph
with a caphon (f required) and o small technical detail of the shot taken. Show the
others what you see through the lens. Your coloured or black and white photographs
could be on campus politics. every day Dhaka, of course beauty and anything different
hat vour creative mind captures which others hardly notice. Every week the best
erntry would be published in this new column — infroduced just for you Send us your work in

HE principal actors of a
I Bangladeshi  wedding:
are the voung people.
They are the ones in charge of
all the lowly bul indespensabie
responsibilities. For example;

The Shopping:

Ay wedding shopping ex-
atleast 6 cousins. "l have to buwy
a saletly pin,”
come with me.

Jhantu?” "Oh

for eight) cousins will then
pile into a 1960s volkswagon
with a newly-hired maniac
driver..or pf-rhdps a htg mr.cd
baby Laxi

The ;uurmw itsell’ is quite
exciting. lmportant discus-
sions take place on issues that
may nol be discussed at the
biye, bari - for example. back-
biting about the one ‘Snooty

1’ cousin purposely left behind. .

Imporiant * purchases. like
the bor's purjabi or the bou's
hand- I::-ag require mariy opin-

e Jhantu., "Whoever heard
ol cotton at a wedding.”

'l personally think cotton is
much maore rmninrlahte says
Meena. "Buy cetton.” -

"Are ‘there Grameen check
punjabis?"* Riantu asks. "We
must he patnu::-ttr. in every
sphere of our lives,”

"Shut up.” says Jhamu. "Get
the purple silk punjabi with
red and yellow [lowers.”

And thus an imporiant de-
Cision is npade very. democrati-

cally.,

Just s Lhe Jhantu party
£els o the cash register with
their proud purchase, they run
into another party of eighi
the bar pakkha!

"Oh look, it's Shelly, Shanta.

"Look, we need these bluuses
made as fast as possible. How
s00n can von do-the job™

"When is the wedding?”
asks the master tailor plus
chain smoker as he smokes up
the materials.

This is a most important

guestion. 1l the wedding is in
five dayvs. the blouses will he
ready in seven. Rina knows

this, so she says. Three days.”

Jhantu says, "Two days.” Rintu
linishes the chorus with, "four
lays,

The Alpana:

The painit and paint brosh

purchasing team returms with
the three principal colors
red, white, and yellow) stinky
turpentine, and four different
size brushes. The artist team,

who had hitherto been gossip-

pedition requires a party of

says one. Wil you

yes,” says Jhantu, "and so will®
Rina. Meena. Rana, Mantu:
Rintu. and Muna." The seven

ions. "What o vou think,

Jhaniw o silk |mn];sl:.~t or cot-

Lon?’ '
Silk ol course.” says a can-

Cousms of!:he Bride
~ and the Groom

ing over cha and samosas, gets
Lip importantly. The real artists

must deal very diplomatically -

with
drtiz!ﬂ.i
Let mie do ;H the principal
floor designms.” says Jhantu,
whose people drawings look

the en t.husi&!ué non -

like bamboo sticks (he alse

likes purple punjabis. with yel-
low flowers. if you remember) .

‘Aah.” says the very diplo-
matic non-artist, "why don't

you shut up and just watch?”
The Wedding:
The Jhantu biye bﬂﬂ are
very polished. They don't be-

lieve in gate dhora (extolling.

mroney from the bor pariy at
the gate}
go into too many details on
this most exciting topic. Nor
do the Jhantus steal shoes or
pin .the bor to his dias with
saﬁ:ly pins. They are very busy
shouldering another very im-
portaiit task. They. have been
a:lvised by the adults) to dc'l-"t

. Therefore, we can't

ate all the guests ta the roof,

# that the actuat biye bari

fermains crowd-free. :

; Hello, auntie. come this
- way please,” says Jhantu,

"ulhng along a s-evcni_',r year-

Eut my son.” she protests,
J_‘I have a weak htart 3

- 'But auntie," says Jhantu,
*all the food will be E-I‘:I‘"l-"':d
upstairs.”

* "Oh. in that case’ let's
says the seventy }*Eﬁ!‘-gﬂi
whodé prime attraction ef the

ull wedding is” the feast.

- The cousins have alse been
given charge of receiving the”
bor party at the gate, with
ﬂn*xer garlands and this

Babtﬂ to .dot the guests' fore-

: "Mmm. one more minute,®
says Rintu (one of the alpana
_sartists] as he draws a perfectly
“round dot on a stdoping guest.
" "Wait. let me draw some petals
f.imurld it. There, there.” :

Lisa. Seema, Pinky, Putul,’
Tinku, and Minky! Quick. hide
the punjuabi!

Al the Lailor's, Rina says.

Inﬁerplanetmy

‘ Plauﬂlng a vacation tnur of
the solar system? Try this quiz.

‘A scere of 0 to.4 means you'd

better stay home. Five to 9 you
might make it to the moon.

- Get all 10 right and you're all

det for blast-off.
- Does the “"Man .in the-
Moon”

aver turn his back on
us? :

On what planet would a
one-year jall sentence be
longest? |

On which planet could vou
get the quickest sun tan?

Would you let Goldie Hawn

sit on your lap on Jupiter? .
s there such a thing as

“earthlight."
light?

Where in the solar system
would lowers be moonstruck
the hardest?

. Where was atomic energy
in use long before World War
i?

DG you move faster in the
fropics than in Chicago?

When & the Earth closest
o the Sun?

No. The moon rrvﬂh-'u:j
around Earth roftates jun

enough fo keep the saine ‘il{'
towards s

similar to moon-

Pluto. On this nrrhﬂl
plariet, the "year is equal 1o
248 of ours

Mercury But if you landed

Lon the side facing the Surt, you
wuuldnt last long enough to
emny it. At about 700 F, it's hot
ttmugh to meit lead.

No. You'd be weighed down
“by 300 pounds of beauty. Be-
cause of surface gravity. a per-
- son on Jupiter weighs about

.

g " two and a half times as nmiuch

as on Earth,
Yes. The sun's light striking

. Earth is reflected back into

space. When the moon is at a
new quarter, we see the rest of.
it dinly. because it is illumi-
nafed by this "earthlight "

Jupiter. It has 12 moons —
four about as large as Earth's
moon. tht rest smaller,

The sun. Its radiation is the
result of the converston of hy-
drogen atoms to helium atoms
with the accompanying release

"of enormous amounts of en

ergy.

Yes. Since Earth rotates on
it§ axis once n 24 hours, and
since the distance aroind the
equator is 25 000 iles, 4
point there is constantly mov-
ing at 1000 mi.p h, At Chicago
the distance travelled in a day
is only about 16,000 miles -

corresponding o a4 rate of
about 670 mp h

Jantiary  bRarth reaches
perthelion” then and 1s aboint
three millhion imtles oloser ta
the sun than mm Julv This
tends 1o make Noerthern
Hemisphiere winters shightly
warmer ampd <ummers ooled
than would olherwise bhe the
e B



