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by Taj Mahal

AGRA, Mar 30: Awed b}" an -
enduring moenument to love,
Hillary Rodham Clinton ex-
plored the shimmering Taj
Mahal Thursday and declared
wistfully, "I think I'll just stay
right here."

"I don’'t think | want to
leave.” she said. "This place is
just haunting." reports AP.

The 17th century pearl-
white tomnb was built by the
Mogul Emperor Shah Jahan in
memory of his wife, Mumtaz
Mahal, who died giving birth
to their 14th child. Its graceful
domes and spires are known
around the world and visited
by 3 million tourists a year.

Mrs. Clinton's 15-year-old
daughter, Chelsea, said the
building has always been "the
embodiment of the fairy tale
palace for me.”

‘I would see pictures of it
and | would dream | was a
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withheld even when the
Speaker had rejected the res-
ignations and authorised the
pavments.

One Opposition MP, when
contacted yesterday. con-
firmed that he was told by the
accounts official concerned at
the Parliament that the CAG
was withholding the pay. pack-
ages and was seeking clarifica-
tions.

A{*{zurding to the sources,
the CAG is learnt to have noted
that authorising the payments
to the Opposition MPs was a
"difficult” decision from the
"audit point of view" and ar-
gued that legally the Opposi-
tion MPs are still members of
~ Parliament while, in reality
they are not, as they continue
to abstain from the Jatiya
Sangsad.

He reportedly even ob-
served that a Supreme Court
ruling should be sought on the
matter, the sources added.

An MP is entitled to draw
Tk 14,200 as salary and al-
lowances, which includes re-
‘muneration, constituency al-
lowance, office allowance. and

BTV compere

denies charge
By Staff Correspondent

TV programme compere
Mohammad Nagibuddin yes-
terday denied reports of his
involvement in a controversial
interview telecast by BTV in
the last Eid special pro-
gramme, "Ananda Mela."

The interview and exhibi-
tion of the personal effects of
Bangladeshi businessman Musa
Bin Shamser in the TV pro-
gramme caused widespread
controversy among the viewers
and other quarters.

Later, the authorities took
punitive action, including
transfer of the programme
producer. Sheikh Reazuddin
Badsha to the NIMCO and a
one-year ban on Nagibuddin to
conduct any TV programme.

At a news conference at the
Jatiya Press Club, Naqgibuddin
claimed the original script of
the "Ananda Mela" programme
did not contain the controver-
sial interview which according
to him, was, inserted in the
script without his consent
during [final editing of the
recorded programme.

He said. "the contentious
portion was recorded after the
preview of the programme by
the DDG and the GM of the

In reply to a question,
Nagibuddin denied he had re-
ceived financial benefits in
exchange for the interview and
display of personal goods of a
businessiman. -

He demanded a proper en-
quiry into the matter.

‘Remuneration of MPs

princess or whatever, and
l'l!l.‘!l" that | am here it's spec-
tacular,” she said.

After strolling the mani-
cured grounds and marbled
pavilions, mother and daughter
slipped into purple and brown
booties, respectively, and ven-
tured inside to view the in-
lald marble tombs encircled

- by filigreed screens of marble

"This just takes your breath

away,” Mrs. Clinton said. "It's
gorgeous.” |
The Clintons' guide,

Kuldeep Narain, told them the
monument "celebrates the
death of a queen. It gives plea-
sure though it's a place of
burial.”

Quoting the Indian poet
Rabindranath Tagore, Narain

called the building, "A
teardrop on the cheek of
time."

entertainment, medical and

hone allowances.

" Some 147 Opposition MPs
had resigned en bloc on De-
cember 28 last year following
an eight month boycott of Par-
liament demanding a caretaker
government to supervise the

next general elections.
But the Speaker. in a ruling

on February 23. rejected the
resignations saying that en
masse resignations are not ac-
ceptable as these are contrary
to the spirit of the Constitution
and democratic norms.

The Speaker's ruling came
on the same day the High
Court rejected two writ peti-
tions— one challenging the en
masse resignations and the
other against the Speaker for
withholding his decision on
the resignation letters.

Cox's Bazar
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the women were passing in a
jeep through (he Maricha
Palong BDR camp.

Retired naval officer Abdur
Roul was a co-accused in the
historic Agartala Conspiracy
Case.

On hearing the incident,
several thousand people of
Ukhia thana rushed to Maricha
Palong and gheraoced the BDR
camp demanding immediate
release of the two ladies.

The ladies were released
immediately,

But the agitating people
barricaded the Cox's Baztfr—
Teknaf road demanding clo-
sure of the Maricha Palong
BDR camp.

Commanding Officer of 24
BDR Battalion Major
Mohiuddin said additional BDR

personnel were sent to the
troubled camp as tension was
mounting there.

Court order
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District Magistrate to look into
the matter, the source added.

Advocate Ali Asgar Swapan
moved the petition.

Col Rahman, one of the
three suspects arrested so far
in connection with the alleged
murder of Maj Gen Abul
Manzur 1981, was now in Tan-
gail Jail.

A member of Col Rahman's
family said that for the last two
days they tried to see him in
jail but they were not allowed
by the jail authorities.

Meanwhile, Criminal Inves-
tigation Department (CID] in-
vestigators continued their
prob.

No fresh arrest was made
yesterday but there were ru-
mours that another retired
army official was detained for
interrogation.

CID officials did not con-
firm this.

WB criticises govt
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the jute and power sector re-
structuring.

Stressing repeatedly that
Bangladesh should carry for-
ward and complete the eco-
nomic reforms initiated sev-

eral years back, Landell-Mills

warned that any hesitation
would drive away the oppor-
tunities created.

He appreciated that re-
forms and liberalisation in the
past few years have yielded
significant achievements — a
"remarkably” strong currency,
low inflation rate, high forex
reserve, a "manageable” budget
deficit. 11 per cent growth in
industrial production, and a
burgeoning export sector that
is growing at a rate of 18-20
per cent.

Landelil-Mills recongised
that the "basic thrust" of the
economic reform programme
is in the right direction, but
cautioned that "half complete
reforms are an enormous
handicap to attracting invest-
ment and improving produc-
tivity." .

Saying that sh still
risks being left behind”, he
warned Dhaka's "impressive"
export performance could
wither as its competitors in

South Asia, Vietnam, Cam-
bedia, Philippines and China
were pushing ahead with

reforms to gain competitive-
ness. '

The World Bank official
listed some key constraints,
including slow privatisation,
restriction on private invest-
ments in utilities, bureaucratic
hassles and weak legal struc-
ture that, he said, had been
obstructing foreign investment
in Bangladesh.

"For all these r:anunu.
Bangladesh has been falling
behind in the race to attract
foreign investment", he said
while pointing out that the
country has received a
"pathetic” five million US dol-
lar in 1994 in foreign direct
investment.

Earlier, w:lcm:rﬂng Landell-
Mills, FICCI President Mahbub
Jamil advocated continuation
of the tax holiday facility until
an alternative arrangement is
made available,

The World Bank has been
insisting on the government to
do away with tax holiday and
complement it by further re-
ducing the corporate tax. '

Jamil also called for re-
moval of discrimination against
h"?r‘%“ companies.

e FICCI chief stressed
that power and telecommuni-
cation should be opened to the
‘private sector "in real sense of
the term and not in the pages
of policy books only".

Hillery C hntun {R} and her daughter Chelsea take a break to visit the TE_]
during the US first Lady's tour of India.

Barisal poura
commissioners
meet Khaleda

The newly elected commis-
sioner of Barisal Municipality

led by its Chairman Ahsan |

Habib Kamal called on Prime

Minister Jegum Khaleda Zia at
her office yesterday evening,
reports BSS.

Congratulating the newly
elected representatives, the
Prime Minister asked them to
properly discharge the re-
sponsibilities entrusted to
them by the people and to
work unitedly on the question
of development and imple-
mentation of pro-people pro-

grammes,
f

Begum Zia said that in
democratic politics there mig-
ht be differences of opinion
but on the broad national and
development issues every one
should werk unitedly keeping
aside their personal political
views.

She also gave a patient
hearing to different problems
of the 124-year old Barisal
Municipality and assured the
elected representatives of
looking into those problems.

All 30 commissioners rep-
resentating different political
parties were present.

.
Nor'wester
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storm damaged over G600
houses, uprooted trees and
tubewells in Sarkarpara and
Beparipara areas of the thana
in the morning.
Of the injured, two were
admitted to Sadar Hospital.
The district administration
sanctioned Tk 15,000 and
three metric tons of rice for

_ﬂlt alfected families.

CCB to stage
demonstration

tOmMorrow
By Staff Correspondent

Conscious Citizens of Bang-
ladesh has planned a peaceful
demonstration in the city to
drive home the group's mes-
sage that US toxic fertiliser,
Norplant contraceptive and
Harkins Bill badly affect the
Bangladeshis.

They have planned the
campaign a day before the ar-
rival of US First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clintoen in Dhaka on
Sunday on a two-day visit.

The demonstration would
be staged near the Sonargaon
Hotel and the Jatiyva Press Club
Saturday because of security
reasons, organisers said.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the Press Club yester-
day, members of the group
welcomed Hillary's visit but
said issues like US-exported
toxic fertiliser or the Harkins
Bill that bar employment of
children in the garment facto-

ries were important to be
taken note of.

~ Lauding the US First Lady's -
role as regards human rights,

particularly rights of women
and childien, they sought her

‘direct involvement "so that our
people do not suffer any fur-

thEl'., L -
"We are happy that Mrs

'Clinton is visiting Bangladesh

and we want to take the op-
portunity to bring to her no-
tice our concern”, said a mem-
ber of the group, Farida Akhter
of UBINIG. _

Shé said that the trial of
Norplant, a contraceptive im-
planted in women's forearm,
was violation of bio-medical
ethics ana an example of bad
science.

Latifa Akhand, another me-
mber of the group said that the
Harkins Bill was a protec-
tionist barrier against Bangla-

_deshi export to US.

Phillip Gain, an environ-

mental writer, said that an es-
timated 2800 tonnes of toxic
fertiliser were still in the gov-
ernment stores in Khulna wait-
ing to be shipped back to US.
. Other members of the
group NGO activist Shamsunl
Huda, former student leader
‘Shirin Akhter and trade union-
ist Amirul Huq Amin were also
present at the press confer-
ence.

Mahal yesterday
— AFP/UNB photo

'MBBS admission test
results soon

By DMCH Correspondent

The results of the written
test for admission to the first
vear MBBS course will be a:.-
nounced within three or four
days. officials said yesterday.

The test was held on
March 17.

In all, 22 450 students ap-
peared in the admission test
for 1450 ceats at the 13 gov-
ernment medical colleges.

Last year, about 16 thousand
students sat for the written

LE'S{NI[& vear. the authorities
changed some of the rules far
the test. According to the new
rules, the total marks were
190 instead of 140.

Out of this, 150 marks were
for the written test, 20 for the
viva voce and one per cent of
the total rmarks secured by t* e
candidates in the SSC and HSC

examinations.
In the written part of the

test, there were 45 marks
each for Physics, Chemistry
and Biology and 15 marks for

| English.

The students got one and a
half hours for completing
their answers,

Last year, the students got
one hour and 20 minutes to

lamwrimmark_ S.

The avthorities have alro
increased the seats to 1450
instead of 1325,

On the basis of the written
test, 2.500 students will be se-
lected for the viva voce.

After publication of the final
results a waiting list of 200
students will be announced

The number of students to
be admitted to the eight old
medical colleges is 150 each
and to the five new ones 50
each.

There are |6 reserved seats
tor the tribal students.

The old medical colleges
are: the Dhaka Medical

e e ¥
Secibat fiesn” Salmiizh

Mymensingh Medical College.
the Chittagong Medical
College, the MAG Osmani
Medical College, Sylhet. the
Rajshahi Medical College. the
Sher-e-Bangla Medical College.
Barisal and the Rangpur
Medical College.

The new medical colleges
are. The Faridpur Medical
College. the Comilla Medical
College. The Khulna Medical
College, the Shahid Ziaur
Rahman Medical College,
Bogra and the Dinajpur
Medical College.

‘Diploma engineers
demand end to
water crisis -
By Staff Correspondent

The diploma engineers of
the water and sewerage au-
thority (WASA] yesterday bro-
ught out a procession and held
a rally at office premises de-
manding an end to the water
crisis in the city.

The engineers gathered in
front of the office of WASA
chairman in the morning at
the call of Dhaka WASA
Diploma Engineers' Associa-
tion. The Chairman, however,-
was not present,

They, then, held a rally
there with association presi-
dent Abdul Hamid in the chair.
while general s&cretary Fazlul
Haq and former general secre-

tary Eelayet Hossain addressed
it. ;

JP office case
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refurbishing an abandoned
house in the city for the use of

| the JP as its central office.

Zinat Ara, Additional Se-
ssions and District Judge (First
Court), Dhaka was the presi-
ding judge.

Yesterday was earlier fixed
for the three accused persons
to make statements under
Section 342 CrPC but because

~of a prayer for Khandakar

Mahbub Hossain, defence
counsel of Ershad, the matter
was deferred.

Meanwhile the court
ordered that proceedings in
the JP office case and further
hearing and order in the mat-
ter of bail petition of Ershad in

this case will be held on April -

12.

Mahbubur Rahman, a de-
fence counsel for Ershad’s bail
said that co-accused of his
client in this case are free on
bail, while he remained in jail.
He said Ershad is entitled to
have the same facilities as
permitted under law.

Referring to Article 27 of
the Constitution. which states
equality in the eyes of law,
Rahman, a former minister,

said his client, like Haider and

Rouf, be placed on the footing.

The counsel mentioned a
number of decisions of the
higher court in this regard and
added that as per Article 111
of the Constitution decisions of

| the higher courts are binding

upon the sub-ordinate courts
of the country.

Meanwhile the judge on a
prayer from the defence
ordered that an exclusive con-
sultation meeting beiween
Ershad and his two lawyers
Mahbubur Rahman and
Khandakar Mahbub Hossain be
arranged before April 12 at the
Dhaka Centrad Jail.

DU female students
demand withdrawal

of showcause notices

By Staff Correspondent

The students of the Bangla-
desh-Kuwait Moitree HaH (a
women's hall) of Dhaka Univer-
sity have demanded immediate
withdrawal of the showcause
notices issued to eleven resi-
dent students.

The students brought out a

procession and held a rally on
the DU campus vyesterday
morning.

The university authorities
had issued showcause notices
to 11 sludenis on March 24

SC Bar polls
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candidate Khandaker Mahbub

Hossain had polled 117 votes,
The results of other posts

were not available at the time

cof filing this report late last

night.

According to the election
commission sources, the
counting was likely to continue
till early this morning. -

The final. results for all the
14 posts — president, secre-
tary. two vice presidents, trea-
surer, two assistant secreta-
ries, and seven executive co-
mmittee members — will not
be known until this morning.

Husband kills

wife, daughter

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 30; A
man reportedly killed his wife
and his three-month-old dau-
ghter at Muradpur residential
area under Panchlaish thana of
the city Wednesday night.

Police recovered the bodies
of Kamrunnahar Begum, 27,
and her only daughter Kohi-
noor and sent those to the
hospital for post mortem ex-
“aminations.

The husband, Abul Kalam,
reportedly an unemployed
man, fled early this morning
from the house where the in-
cident took place at Hosna
Mansion at Muradpur, police
said.

Kalam, who was a house tu-
tor of Kamrunnahar., married
her three years ago and used
to live in his father in-law's
residence. police said,

BTUC confce
begins

The two-day 6th national
conference of the Bangladesh
Trade Union Centre (BTUC)
began at Ramna Batamul in the
city yesterday, reporis BSS.

Founder President of the
BTUC and former parliament
member Chowdhury Harun-or-

Rashid inaugurated the confer
ence

JU Syndicate
by-polls results

By JU Correspondent

The by-elections for the
teachers representatives from
Associate Professor and
Lecturer categories o
Syndicate of the Jahangirnagar
University were held yester-
day

According to the unofficial
results released by the univer

sity authorities. Md Nurul
Alam of Physics and Md

Khaled Hossain of Bengali won
the electiyns ffom Associa e
Professor and Lecturer cate
gories respectively,

Both of themn contested the
polls from the panel led by
Prol Mustahidur Ralunan

The other panel was led by

Prof Mesbaus Salehin and Afsar
Ahmed

Young man stabbed
to death in city
By DMCH Correspondent

A young man was killed at

Mirpur in the city yesterday

hokon. I8 a ticket seller
i Sony Cinema Hall, in Mir
pur-2 was seriously stabbed in
his back by a group of people
i the hall premises at about
.

Khokon succumbed to Ris
imjpuries on way to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH] The reason behind
the killing was not known

Apr 10 hartal

From Page One

EC officials will. however.
go to Tongl today to hold a
meeting with the election
steering commiltee. "It Is a
pre-scheduled meeting. But
the meeting is likely to work
out a strategy to face the siLua
tion." one official said.

A 56-member steering
committee has been formed
comprising representatives of
different political parties and
local elite, to help conduct the
elections.

The EC official hinted that
the local units of political par-
lies may ask their respective
:rmral bodies 1o exclude

Irj'ﬂ frm:u he- p rview of the
1 e elections

could h-t' hf.'id 5mmﬂhl3.-'

The elections generated
enthusiasm among the local
people and the issue has be-
come the talk of town. the EC
official said.

The EC is going to hold the
Tongi elections after having
completed a fresh registration
of each and every voter and
providing majerity to them
with identity cards.

Earlier, the EC held such
model polls in the Dapunia
union of M singh district
~on April 30 ia e

The Tongi Paurashabha
elections could not be held on
time along with that in the
other paurashabhas in the
country due to disputes over
the delimitation of constituen-
cies. Later the industrial town
was selected as the urban site
for polls using modern meth-

ods.
Meanwhile, the EC yester-

day held a meeting with the
DIG (rang) of Police, Dhaka
District Election Commis-
sioner, The Deputy Commis-
sioner of Gazipur (who is also
the returning officer for Tongi
polls) and the Superintendent
of Police in Gazipur.

The meeting, also attended
by high EC officials, discussed
different measures to ensure

the.

l

smooth holding of Tongi polls. l
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Dalai LLama visits Hiroshima

MOKYO. Mar 30: Tibet's exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai

L.difia.

toured Hiroshima today and prayed for: peace at

monuments commemorating the 1945 atomic bombing of the
city on the second day of a nine-day visit to Japan, reports

60 killed as Somali
clans clash

AFF

DJIBOUTL. Mar 340

An estimated 60 gunmen were killed

i hattles hetween rival clans on Tuesday in a town in

northwestern Somalia

residents said today. Speaking to

Reuters in Dyibouti by radio. the residents said 50 of the dead

i Burao town were fighters of the Garhajis clan alliance and
i} were loval to Mohamed I[brahim Egal. leader of the

breakaway republic of Somalia and in the northwest.

Journalist dead

A K M Mujibul Haque, an
\ssistant Editor of the Dailv
dependent  died at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital last

mght family sourres sail, re
(Marts BSS

He was 65

Hague was a bachelor. He

h started his career in journal-

1S i 1962 in the then Pak
ISlan Observer He was News
Editor of the Bangladesh Ob-
server. Haque also worked in
the Daily Purbakun in Chit
lagong the "'u-'h'lrn]uﬂ Sun and
the New Nation in different

COAPaciiies
Hartal
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Gojamanik village home 1oday

Meanwhile. the Deputy
Commission=r of Jamaip..-
Axhter Hossain Khan has an-
nounced a grant of Taka
50.000 for the family of the
late Kabir Hossain amd Tk
2000 for each of the 25 in-
jured persons.

Police arrested some per-
s N4 for the .ttack on Lthe TxO

| ulTice

Vur Barisal Correspondent
say>, 4 dawn to-dusk hartal
called by twe studenl fronts of
Lhe vpposition parties was ob-
serverd at Jhalakathi town tLo-
dav demanding leruliser at lair
price and arrest of the persons

responsible for the lertiliser
crisis in the district.

The oltice of the District
Sporis Association and several
shops were ransacked during
the liartal .

Chandrika leaves

Froin Page One
velop and sirengthen [urther

the long-standing ties of
friendship and cooperation
between the two countries.

The visit was also viewed as
an opportunity to strengthen
the personal rapport., mutual
trust and confidence between
the two South Asian leaders.

During their extensive
talks. the two leaders were
able to reinforce with com-
monality of viewpoints which
had been evident at their first
meeting in Colombo and to in-
form eaeh other of significant
development of their respec-
tive countries.

The statement also men-
tioned Kumaratunga's meeting
with her Bangladesh counter-
part President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and her address on "Sri
Lanka Today" at a seminar at
the BIISS.

President HKumaratunga
appreciated the warm
haspitality extended to her

and members of her delegation

during the visit.

DHAMECSU
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Alimm Emu ol BCLIS-P) got 357
votes Khasru bagged 397 votes
and his rival Nurul Anwar of
B L got 374 votes.

Six secretarial posts were
worn by Azad Alamgir Kabir,
Rafiqul [slam Rafiq, Rashed
Reza. Tareq Abdullah Pial,
Baktiaruddin Jewel and
Ashraful Alam Nipu.

The elected members a ‘e
Arifuzzaman Palash. Emrul
Hosan Rezamw Rahman. Nesar

et U B L S
Rashind Tun  Khamnbakar Al
Kawser Anwar Sadat, Golam
Nearnl Shoaomal Hag aad
Nasiin Ere Nazin Jaya

leviir member election
e dis=ion hewed by Pred FA
Aziinn ol the Depariment ol
Pathology conducted the elec-
IO 1S,

Hasina
Fromn Pacve One

killed at least 12 farmers for
demanding supply of fertiliser.
She said corruption and
politicisation by the govern-
ment, smuggling and flaws in
the distribution sysiem were
responsible for the acute fer-
tiliser crisis in the country.
"The farmers submitted
memoranda, brought out pro-
cessions and went to the doors
of DCs. TNOs, MPs and minis-
ters. But the government did

not pay any heed to their de-
mand.” the AL chief saiqa.

As all their efforts went in
vain. the peasants launched
spontanecus movements but
the government took repres-
sive neasures to stop tais
movement. Hasina said.

"They (BNP) would not be
able 10 cling to power ar-
resting and killing thtbf};rm-

s.” the AL chief said and de-
manded release of those ar-
rested during the farmers' agi-
tations.

Hasina also called upon the
people to intensify the on-go-
ing movement to unseat the
present "autocratic” govern-
ment.

Seismic survey
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first week of February.

However. sources informed
The Daily Star that the gov-
ernment may clear the deal by
the third week of April.

The agreement between
this Dutch-Scottish conser-
tiurm and the. government
would also allow the compa-
nies Lo set up a 40 megawatt
power station in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts using natu-
ral gas from the Semutang Gas
Field. Exploration Block 15, as
defined by the Energy Min-
istry. covers the greater Chit-
tagong regiomn.
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