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Killing of 54viflagers bz BDR men

Judicial enquiry

Ccommission

report yet not published

SYLHET. Mar 29: Neiilher
the report of the Judicial En
quicy Commission lorined jol-
lowing killing ol live persous
by the BDR firing in July, 1993
has vet been published. nor
the government has taken any
step to implement the rec-
ommendations though more
than one and a hall years has
already crossed.

Om July 26 1993 thousands
ol villagers from different adja-
cent villages went to the bank
ol Telikhal embankment to cul

the kev-poimis ol the river
bank for saving several thou-

sand acres ol cropland from
inundation. they claimed that,
the autherities were reluctant
Lo give proper attention to the
long-standing demand for

On the very day ef-July 26 rivers also attribute much to - ———— - -
1993, a number of BDR per- the situation. | ::;;E::;tt ‘éﬁﬁiﬁj :ﬂhﬂt?zﬂe Eﬁ;ﬁl' 5 | [ | 5 O ' d
sonnel from the nearby border Almost all the starting : ) Hul‘as Pro t UpC dee
outpost went to the embank- points of the canals which lIlrﬂEn fmn:hu::in? Pﬁﬁﬂhﬂ{dls eX- ; . a al. Jec ' p p
ment site, and opened [ire on start from the river Kushiyara . ]J] o ma " auu}r anf e tubewells |
the villagers without any have been blocked through gke and elt-:fhrui i hﬂ“‘ SR T !
provocation. Four persons died ~construction of the embank- ¥ ¢ & the Bt t:nenl;? .o m ]rﬂ]gan‘] OHl -Of(}rdfr.
on the spot while another suc- ments during the last few 5 0" lstan‘:“ :f in
cuinbed to his injuries in the years. These unplanned em- were increasing aa%ld ﬂﬂndiflagz Frmn()ur&:mmulent
gt mains ded
Hhﬁll EILEI-uIIHu_E:. caused nmch :[?;:mmmt: u::;:rlgp'}c:g;’:ﬁg of the areas have become a re Suspen NATORE Mal % The it
~chsation in (he district. The  but blocked the way of outlet of regular affair, they added. - From{)urConeq)mient gation at Lalpur thana of,the
doverniment "on the next day  waters especially during the They also maintained that disicicl, 8 less rainfadl ares of

lormed a judicial enquiry
commission with Anwarul
Haque, District and Sessions
Judge. Kishoreganj as its
Chairman and asked him to

_submit its report within a

month. The Commission ac-
cordingly, submitted its report
to the government in Septem-
ber with certain recommenda-

tions. ;
——

From Staff Correspondent

The peuple ol the area have
demanded for immediate pub-
lication off the report and fuw
early execution of the recom-
mendations.

It is mentionable here that,
the swelling waters from the
hilly areas across the Indian
borders cause massive damage
to the standing crops on thon

saids ol acres ol lands and
Iiiman lives in Jakiganj Beani-

b.zar, Biswanath and Balaganj
thanas ef Sylhet district and
considerable areas ip the
neighbouring Sunamganj *dis-
lrict every year.

The situation goes abnor-
mal when the hilly waters
cause breaches at points
through the Kushiyara Byke
built by the Bangladesh Waler

ionsoon. It leads to overflow-
‘ing of the river on both sides.
Besides, thirty thousands acres
of land in the low-lying areas
have been suffering from stag-
nancy of water. Of this, 15
thousands acres of land have
totally became unfit for cultiva-
tion of any crop, it was learnt
from the local farmers.

Every }renr. additional crop-

lands are becoming uncul-
tivahle as the stagnancy of wa-
ter has been extending to the
adjacent areas every year.

The common farmers pre-
ler to cut the key-points on
the embankments to save their
land from the clutches of
lloods. Due to this, they have to
face clashes with a small num-
ber of fishermen group, almost

€Very year.

The agitation among the

people went extreme following
the killing of five villagers by
the BDR firing. The situation
was brought under control as
the government assured the
people of taking necessary
steps for opening the key-

-points of canals on the em-

discussed in number of meet-

with a view to avoiding the
untoward incidents in the fu-
ture, immediate steps should
be taken for - cutting the key-
points of canals on ‘the em-
bankments before the start of
monsoon. They also called for
construction of dyke, em-
bankments with proper plan-
ning and for dredging of the
rivers.

: Farmers not gettmg_femllzer

A grave situation prevails

R, SHI hi’L H Farmers are planting nice but not very sure of the return.
vears which lgrced them to eut Dnrlupmfm Boafrd innindating kn I g er) : | !
the kry-pm‘nt?. only to save the large number of villages in dil- o A"m::' water level on an average hus fallen by a metre affecting hundreds of deep tubewells which ;f:::plﬂtﬂd* the Citef. Enginesr gra:];f't 20 thitiinand Hees
huge croplands. ferent thanas. Erosign in the ese problems were supply water for wrrigation. — Star photo 1-:1-“1. ribber dams. a soft

- 5IRAJGANJ. Mar 29 The
Hurasagar Project h1 Shahzad-
pur thana of the district taken
up in 1985 with an aim of sav-
ing more than one and a half
lakh of farm land from annual
loodings and water loggings
still remains in suspended
stage, allegedly due to faulty
construction of the embank-
Ients. :

It is learnt that the
Hurasagar Project was taken
up by Sirajganj Operation and
Maintenance [O&M) Division
ol Banglidesh Water Develop-
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The World Bank sanctioned
Taka seven crore for imple-
mentation of the project. The
project also included construc-
tion of a pump house at the
conlfluence of rivers Hurasagar
and Jamuna and excavation of
silted up Hurasagar river (o

-store water for irrigation pur;

pose round the yEa.r

It is gathered that due to al-
leged faulty construction of the
embankment, during the rainy
scason, breaches developed at
Bherakhola. Andhermanik.

- Nudah and Ratankandi points.

Entrance ol Tood water

The underground

the country, has been greatly
hampered as 50 per cent of-
the deep tubewells are lying
out of order.

It is reported that out of 61
deep tubewells at the thana at
least 30 are now lying out of
order.

There are about 40,000
acres of cultivable land in the

“thana: But only 4,000 acres of -

land have been brought under

irrigation [acilities. ;e
olal population of this

than is two lakh 13 thousamd.

In connparison with other dis-

tri¢ts the cultivation and pro-
duetion of paddy and sugar-
are not adeguate. About

Ehye Diily Star 9

First of its kind
in the country

COX'S BAZAR, Mar .29:
Bangladesh has great potential
for increasing irrigation facili-
lies by conservation ol river
water through constructing
rubber dams at selected pla-
ces. This was said by the Chief
Engineer of L(;xED. Quamrul
Islam Siddique recently.

The LGED Chief Engineer
pointed this out to the journal-

ists Friday at a press confer-
ence after visiting the two rub-
ber dams being constructed in
Cox's Bazar district.

Two rubber dams. first of it

From A Monayem

dams will be cheaper and has
cerlain advantages compared
to the rigid dams and has gate
water regulating structures,
China constructed its first rub- -
ber dam in 1966 and since
then developed commendable
expertise in design, manufac-
‘turing models and cunatrm:-
tion of rubber dams.

. Finding it cheaper and easy

|0 operate the LGED has taken
up two pilot projects one on

Hakkhah river at the cost of Tk
2.5 ctore and another on
Idgaon river at the cost of Tk

kind in the country, are being 1.5 croré, both in Cox's, Bazar.

“constructed on Bakkhali and

Iduaon rivers at a cost of four
crore taka. |
Seventy per cent construc-
tion work of Bakkhali rubber
dam and 40 per cent of Idgaon
rubber dam have already been

Performance of the structures
(dams) in Bangladeshi climate
and their social acceptability
will be assessed through the
pilot projects. The projects are
being financed by the Prime
Minister's canal digging pro-

of Ll in Cox's Bazar sadar

CoN s i "u’ \H Hn I hmj hnt e r ul [l-i'“ lhmmrul
Islam Siddique visiting the con=truction site of the rubber

dam at Baghkhali river in sad:r thana.

— Star photo

ol 40 Mouzas ol Rupbati. through the breaches damage« Siiii :

From Meherullah Kaizuri. Gala. Porzona. Khukni.  uge crops in the project area. | 40.000 people of the ‘thana | ghell hydraulic structure, can  thana will be brought under

; R . Hahibullahinagar and Beleoil  The BWDB later started repair- have no land of their own. The | allow the flood water and con- cultivation scheme by cont

JAMALPUR. Mar 29: Acule Many farmers have been  Dueputy * Commissioner of |\ ,ions under Shahzadpur Hfg works ‘ol the breac quantity of food deficit here is | gsepve water for irrigation and  $tructing the rubber dams.
scarcily of urea fertilizer has forced Lo plant paddy saplings ~ Janaipur. told this correspon- | \hana i 1985, Accordingly. 16 Sh gates and regulaiors bul | 10.111 metric ton. other uses at the same time. Quamrul Islam further said

been persisting in the district
threatening the IRRI-boro
crop cultivation during the
current season.

The disirict Agriculture
Extension Departinent (AED)
sources said about 5.5 lakh
acres of land in the disuict
have been targeted_to bring
under IRRI-boro cultivation
during this season. Some
70,000 metric tons of urea fer-
tilizer is required for the suc-
cessful implementation of the
programme. sources added.

But the supply of fertilizer
in the local markel is appar-
ently low in comparison with
the demand. according to
uneflicial sources.

Taking advantage of the sit-

without or applying smaller
guantity of fertilizer.

Despite some measures
taken by the government. in-
cluding arrangement of distri-
bution of fertilizer through of-
fice of the depuly commis-
sioner or seleclted dealers at
retail prices, the situation has

- not yet improved.

It is widely alleged that the
selected [ertilizer dealers are
also selling fertilizer on black
market for earning maximum
profit.

In rural markets urea is be-

| ing sold between Tk 500 and

Tk 700 against the fixed price
ol Tk 230 a bag containing 50
kg of urea fertilizer. '

Now there seems to be no

dent that Jamalpur district
was worst hit by the present
fertilizer crisis adding’ that,
the supply of urea fertilizer
from Jamuna Fertilizer Factory
(JFF), has also been hampered
due to shortage of transport
and diminishing output capac-
ity. He said that the fertilizer
bags are distributed among the
farmers ol the seven thanas of
the district through the gov-
ernment fixcd price at Tk 230.

The [armers of the rural ar--
€as are nul even getting the
lertilizer everr though they are
ready to pay any price, it is al-
leged. Many farmers cultivate
IRRI-boro ~ without applying
chemical fertilizers.

It is learnt that some dis-
honest fertilizer traders have

kilometre long embarkment

from Ishwardia to Bherakhola -

was constructed by the eastern
side of the river Karotoa and
northern side ol (he river
Baral. Construction works of
nine-kilometre long road was
‘also ceompleted by the south-
ern side of river Hurasagar.
The eastern side of the project
is covered by the Brahmaputra
Flood Control embankment.
Three flashing gates and two
regulators were set up for easy
passing of floodwater inside
the project area.

the works were suspended
betore completion due to un-
knnown reasons. Due lo sus-
pension ol the repairing
works, crops on vast tracts of
land in the project area are
damaged by gntrance of flood
water and water-logging every
year.

When contacted, a solirce
ol Sirajganj O&M Division of
Bangladesh Water Develop-
ment Board informed this cor-
respondent that due to fund
t‘onst_rainu the projects cnru}d

t be implemented.

likely in Chandpur

Bumper potato output

North Bengal Sugar Mills is

situated at Lalpur. This is why
growers are_ more eager Lo
cultivate sugarcane than paddy.
But due to lack of proper care,

about 15 per cent of the har-
vested cane are damaged every

veial. On the other hand. the
production ol cane remains 25
per cent less than the targel
lixed every year for want of ir-
rigation facilities, it is re-
ported. The farmers of the
thana have urged the authori-
Lies rnncerned to give proper

attention regarding the matter.

Anti-smuggling
drive geared
up in Satkhira

i

The dam which can be inflated -

and deflated quickly, was first
developed in USA in early 60s.

At present the dams are being
used in the USA, Canada, Aus-
tralia, Japan, China and Thai-
land.

“The LGED rﬂiﬂci'
added that,

the use of l;hc:

spontaneous participation of
the local people demonstrate
' the rubber dam project is
badly needed.

Cox's Bazar pourashava
chairman Nurul Absar and local
LGED Executive Engineer

-—-Borwar dahan were also pre-

ae.nl in the press conference.
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Re-tender Notice

uation., a section of traders : ) I
e reporiedly SiATIed ioeomoet it e marees | DES[ Creating artfcial cisi From Our Correspondent No. 55/1994-95
hoarding fertilizer in their et hoarding and then selling at SATKHIRA., Mar 29 : The . .
godlowns well ahead of the g‘tnbzﬁni:]l:dmiﬂ:‘:rﬂf th;t_ much higher rates. This situa- From Our Correspondent Jawans of 21 rifles battalion . i S2 |
planting scason for carning o ol o Tht""'“"’ AatHet :’:‘d tion occurred especially at the CHANDPUR, Mar  29:  growers increased the cultiva- | Satkhira have geared up anti- 0.  Name of the work Adtiitional 'alteration work of south
windfall profit. As a result. the (hana administration has vir- beginning of the current IRRI Buinper potato production {8 tion areas to about ten thou- | smuggling drive throughout (front) side boundary wall of newly
price ol the lertilizer bags has Mo i b5 do with (e A0 AORIGN. expected this year in  sand hectares during the cur- | the bordering areas of Satkhira constructed bmldmgafﬂaﬂglaﬁesh
shot up abnormally causing un- '8!y no f{!ﬂ 0 : When contacied some fer. Chandpur district, according renl season. But the potato | district. Bank, Chittago
told sufferings Lo the farmers. price hike of lertiliaer. knowl-  (jlizer (raders told this corre- | to official sources. The harvest- growers sell the produce be- Wheii contacted Lt Colonel ®  Est ? r[?
1. edoeable sources said. g P 4 stimated cost Tk 2,87,068 aka two lac Blﬂ"l'
All classes of farmers. par- spondent thal government ing of potato has already begun. ° low the production cost, it was | Ashikur Rahman Khan, Com- | seven thousand sixtyeight) only. |
ticularly the marginal ones. Reliable sources said. fer- irade policy and open market Over forty thousand metric learnt. The price of potato in | manding Officer, 21 rifles bat- 14} Earnest money (in '|¥ﬁ 5,750/- (Taka five thousand |
have become desperate to pro- tilizer bags are also stock-piled  sale system are the root causes | tons of potato worth Tk twenly  (he wholesale market now | talion told this correspondent he f f BY " i EI Pkl |
cure feriilizer. There are re- in different P"“"‘F godowns in of the much talked about crisis crore is expected to be pro- ranges between Tk 100 to 120 that during the period of last the tform 0 an seven un_ e rﬁ)‘] onty. i
ports ol clashes occurring in  Jamalpur, creating artificial of fertilizer. But according to duced during the current sea- per maund. But the production 14 months commencing from Draft/Pay Order :
diflerent parts ol the district crisis in the market. other sources. the evil desire son. About twenty thousand gt of a maund of potato is | January 1, 1994 to February only)
among lertilizer traders, deal- When contracted., the lo make undue profit is the hectares of land were brought  .pout Tk 120. The growers | 28, 1995, the jawans of the .| | 4.  Time allowed for 03 (three) months, from the date nf
ers, [armers and some opposi- Managing Director Df. Jamuna niain cause ol the Er‘l.li.s. | under polato cultivation during cannot hold their produce for | different Border Observation || completion of the issue of work order. |
tion party workers. Fertilizer Fll‘.‘lﬂl‘j‘ informed The angry farmers contin the current season. better price because {ht}' are Posts (BOPs) arrested 82 al- | . wﬂrk _ |
Reports of processions, sit- this correspondent that at ued demeonsiration. proces- According to Agriculture ¢ 2 ‘helr loans 1o ihe lened smiaatsrs ard : S . |
ins and demonstrations de- present the factory is capable  sion. road and rail line barri- | Extension Department sources oo 1cPq¥ LIt v gtnin.e ity el | E;hgk;ﬁ}!tl;ﬂ?n  d0EL, Eied ";T"ﬁf;ﬁré"g o
manding proper supply of fer- of producing 1000 metric tons f:éfm;‘;:ﬁf proper dis- | seed and fertiliser were dis- *about Taka 9.76,03.627. | tender Govt Mumngmaus organizationy |
u zZer. . |

The middlemen buy potato
in bulk at a low price during
the harvesting season and
store them in the cold storage.

tributed and used in proper
Lime

Encouraged bv geod price
ptatoes lasl yvear the potato

Towards productivity

titizer ahd other agri-inputs at
fair prices are also pouring in
[rom: different places ol the
distric

ol urea fertilizer against the ac- |

iual production capacity of

| . 700 metric tons every day.,
Md Akhter Hossain Khan,

As many as 73 cases have | : !
also been registered with the | | firm who has successfully comple- |

ff‘ﬁpffti‘h’t m”ft stations. he | tE'd ‘-’.‘-Wll W'Drk Slmltﬂr I"IEtLII'H' 'ﬂf
acided. work in a Single tender whose |
* Bstimated cost put to tender/|
tendered value or executed value is |
not less than Tk 1,25,000/- (Taka |
one lac twentyfive thousand) only
during the last five years.
intending tenderers must procure
performance certificate (in dupli-
cate) from the concern officer of |
the organization not below the rank
of Executive Engineer in standard
proforma (available free of cost in
the Engineering Department) &
submit the same to the Engineering |
Department for scrutiny and
orders along with the attested
photostat copy of (a) Renewed |
enlisted papers (b) Renewed trade
licence & up to date income tax |
clearance certificate (c) VAT
Registration certificate (d) Upto-

Another source said urea
fertilizer is exported to Nepal
from Jamuna Fertilizer Factory.

of

Performance
certificate form
(proof of elgibility).

Brs breakmg down Women takmg more interest

date bank solvency certificate.
07  Cost of tender sc- Tk 400/- (Taka four hundred) only.
hedule other terms (Non-refundabie).
& conditions efc
i B  Office of selling of Administration & Expenditure
¢ ) tender schedule & Department (BPD), 5th floor,
other terms & Bangladesh Bank, Head Office,
a0 conditions efc. Dhaka. .
- R  Lastdate of selling : 15-04-95 up to 12-00 Noon.
& of tender schedule '
] & other teyms &
0 Place of receving Office of the Executive Director-3,
tender Room No. 10, 3rd fioor, Main

Buildmgbhiangladash Bank, Head
Office, ka

1. Date & time of re- 16-04-95 up to 12-00 Noon,

cenving the tender
il - R Date & time of . ,16-04-95 at 12-15 hours.
""IrHl kol h ITHE rewo il w0 e ol ‘llﬂﬂr il W e Ili_.-‘l.i thot 1 l@te are gt M) ipwg vl lﬂfml,l‘l“i1- agpd oM owommen waiot haer- i bi“ i jrulr d]‘-mf dheone |h| Pt e Poeba ti TEOMIY 470 mmr
ditlcremt areas of three thanas of the district show women labuwurers operating the bumboo-made pe -dal mmigation pumps. Women labourcrs 1n the disirict have considerably increased No-36(29/3) “df-"rhﬂfmm |
over the years. — Star photos D324 General Manager (Engg.

-



