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NGOs

The Moment and the Movemerit

by Khushi Kabir

N order 1o nnderstand the
vitality and aclireveinent ol
the NGO sector in Bang-

ladesh. acknowledging the con-
ditions that led to its present
stage 1s essential. Development
lodav talks ol participation and
empowerment as key flactors
towards sustainable develop-
ment. Bangladesh has a unique
position internationally. It is
often quoted as an example
where NGOs have had innova-
tive and positive experiences
ip realizing the goal of sustain-
able development for the poor.
through the process of em-
powerment.

The very existence of
Bangladesh lies in a long his-
tory of people s active partici-
pation in many movements,
culminating in the great war of
liberation of 1971. When the
average citi?en ie peasants,
workers. students and all cate-
gories within society take up
activities and actons which
lead to the establishment of
their own identity and their
own right as a nation, it is em-
powerment. This forms the
basis for whatever success
NGOs in Bangladesh may have
achieved. The 1971 War of
Liberation had its impacts on
different categories of people
in many different ways. After
the war. the task of rebuilding
the nation began. A group of
people having contributed to
the War of Liberation in many
different ways. felt it was also
their role to come back and

continue the work that was
started during 1971. in their

newly independent nation.
Though at thaf time few inter-
national NGOs started work-
ing. it was the work of a few
Bangladeshi Nationals that
mace the most impact. Thus,
the stage for the development
of the Bangladeshi NGO sector
was set. A lot of young gradu-
ates, who otherwise would
have gone into white collar
jobs, decided to gain experi-
ence and use their time by
working in the remotest rural
areas, lowards the develop-
ment of the rewly born nation.
A lot of these graduates,
working in the rural areas, us-
ing the opportunity to really
understand the country., where
the majority of people live,
where the real problem lies,
felt that it was their role and
their mission to continue this
work further.

Most Bangladeshi NGO~ e

based i the rural areas work-
g with the rural people, The
woi k otniousiy began wilh the

whole guestion of rehabilita-
tion i ¢ housing. agriculture,
fishing etc. It was at this time,
the realisation that the village
was not a homogeneous unit,
that the village was stratified
into different classes of people
based on economic and social
backgrounds; along with the
concern that women were
marginalised and completely
left oug of most processes ac-
tually dawned. [t became nec-
essary to specifically design
programinies aimed at meeting
the needs of the disadvan-
taged, and the question of tar-
geting specific interest groups
began,

The year 1975 was declared
as the International Year for
women and the beginning of
the Decade for Women. The
world-wide consclousness re-
garding women and the need

for speciullv looking at pro-
jects desigire«] for women cre-

ated a mwomentum, the impact
of which was felt in our coun-
try. particularly among Lhe
NGOs. Special projects and
programmes designed for
women were thought up and
women were also encouraged
to start work in the rural areas.

All NGOs working with
women have found that women
are the more active and posi-

“ live partners in the develop-

ment process.
easier to work

It is not only
with *women,

but that women are the pnes -

looking at development in a
much more sustainable man-
ner. The NGOs realized that it
is these women who would be
bringing about changes in the
rural structure. This may be
why the NGOs find that most
al the people they work with
are women, because women
are willing to make a change.
The mid-eighties began to
see the NGOs having different
appruaches It also saw the
growth of a large number of
very small local-level NGOs
content to work within their
own locality, .the firm en-
trenching of mid level NGOs
with a particular focus and
ideology beginning to engage
on particular sectors of pro-
gramme: and the very large
NGOs with integrated pro-
arannnes with the overall {ocs

ol affecting development pro-
cess rationally.

The programmes them-
selves too within each type of
the NGO varied in their ap-
proaches. as well as content.
Yet credit as a means of eco-
NOomic empowermert erncour-
aged by many organisations, is
also confronted by others who
address econonic empower-
ment based on the group's own
collective savings, using what-
ever local resources are avail-
able, rather than depending on
external NGO-based delivery
systems., There are debates
and discussion beiween the
different groups even with the
same focus. The experiences
are different, the ways of ap-

proaching the problems are
also dillerent. This is positive,

because Lhis shows that all the
NGOs are based on a very
healthy competition, and a
healthy interaction of different
types of approaches is also
possible.

Almost all the NGOs work
through groups. Because it is.
Lthe group's sense 'of cohesive-
ness, coupled with the group
experiences that build solidar-
ity. The strength and the im-
age of the poor as strong, vi-
brant and positive members of
the community is how the
NGO's perceive empowerment
along with the question of en-
suring services and resources
that the poorer citizens of this
courntry are now getting access

LO. .
The government has many

programmes meant for the
general public and there are
others that aim specifically at
the poor. A lot of these pro-
grammes do not reach the
poor for obvious reasons.
Mainly, due to lack of facilities
right at the grassroots. The
NGOs'-strength lies in the fact
that they recruit graduates to
werk directly at the village. so
the access of the villagers is
much more easily guaranteed
through the building up of
group strength and solidarity.
The other area the NGOs are
emphasising is an attempt to
influence the government and
policy-makers on matters that
affect the poor and that is sen-
sitive to the majority of our
population.

It is observed that in areas
where NGOs are working,

easier access to and better re-
ceipt of services have been as-
sured. Looking at the whole
questign df governance: of the
poor being aware of the rights;
determining their local repre-
sentatives; addressing issues
affecting women and the poor
mean greater accountability.
The poor through the NGOs
intervention, are able to look
at themselves as positive and
active citizens of this country,
as people who are contributing
to the economy and to the
well-being of socliety. This
then. brings up the whole
question of development pro-
cess that displaces people,
that degrades the environment
and exacerbates poverty. The:
NGOs act in a manner so that
people can voice their opinion
and ensure that it reaches
through organised discussions.

debates arrd other torums such
as the media, to policy makers,

and to those who are able to
influence society. With the
NGOs as a catalyst ensuring
that the voice of the people, be
heard at the national level so
that development concepts are
people-centered and that the
participation of the people for

. whom dﬁ\?ﬂ]npmtnt is aimed at

is achieved. This is what the
spirit of the Bangladesh's Lib-
eration was all about.

Lastly, the uniqueness of
the NGO sector in Bangladesh
has been its ability to come Lo-
gether and form their own as-

- sociation. This is probably one

of the few countries where the
association of NGOs is as
united and strong, looking at
the interest of the community
as a whole, and the interest of
the poor in particular through

the Association of Develop-

ment Agency in Bangladesh —

AD!FEE task of strengthening
the ADAB, looking at its role
and that of the NGOs as a sec-
tor through it is a process we

_have learned from the NGO-

organised, groups. We can see
that the whole process of de-
velopment has now reached a
stage where the government
and the NGOs can sit together
in partnership to discuss
what are the major issues con-
fronting us  in attacking
poverty, what afe the com-
monalties and how can they be
performed within the devel-
opment plans as determined
by our government.

Reminiscences _ .
A Message for Moulana Bhashani in Delhi:
- Meat and Vegetables Fo_r Our Soldzers i B

by’l‘l-loasnin

National Commitiee was
Afr.:-rmr:d to supervise Lhe

war, with Maulana Bhas-
hani as its Chairman and Prime
Minister Tajuddin Ahmed as
Secrelary. The whereabouts af
the Maulana was however not
known. Kazi Zafar Ahmad used’
to come to me after to-know
about him since intimacy with
the Maulana swas well known. I
could not ask anyone in the
governmert mbout his whe-=-
abouls and had to keep away
from political attachment.

One dav. Foreign Minister
Khondkar Mushiaque Ahmad
asked me (o go to Delhi to see
the Maulana. | was told that
the Maulana was ill and was be-
ing treated in the All India
Institute of Medical Science.

I was provided with a letter
arid some money 1o hand over
lo the Maulana and was asked
to buy. some truits lor him.

The Bangiadesh []_.werr'.:w
ernt seL up an office in Delhi
wilh producers Shahbuddin

“and Amjad Hossain. These two

ollicers set the example of
defection from Pakistani
Embassies by defecting from
the Delhi High Commission.
Amjad Hossain took me to
the Maulana around 3 PM. He
was kept in the Prime
Minister's suite in the insti-
fute. It was a spacious. 5 room

Suitc. The Maul 18 w s alone
and could not believe i'-, eves
when lie saw mie. [t had been

a lonely convalescence. It was
apparent that he was receiving
the besl medical treatment. A

dignified distance was main-

tained between the patjent and
staff. Although he received all
the courtesy and respect as a
VIP patient was never
discussed. The *Maulana was
pro-Chinese. China was a
friend of Pakistan. She dissoci-
ated {rom_ Bangladesh war of-
independence.

The
watched. Under no eircum-
stances, Quuld he be allowed
to express any political opinjion
excepl in° support of
Bangladesh, Even if he was al-
lowed to issue any statenmnt
it had to be, censored. 50,

e el o

Maulana had to be

was better to keep him in safe -

custody. And there was no bet-
fer place than the Prime
Minister's suite in All India
Institule of Medicdl Science.
The Private Secretary of the
Indian Prime Minister used to
pay two visits regularly round
the clock at 9 AM and 5 PM
every day. He sued to bring
greetings and flowers from the
Prime Minister.

The Maulana jumped eut of
his bed to hug me. It was
heart, felt. full of warmth. His
main concern .+ was the free-

dowm lighters. He very eagerly

aahu:d ne: how are Lthe boys?

I did nol answer dlrﬂcﬂy I

had long talks with the .
Maulana about Indian history.
He . was my patient in
Kumudini Hospital for nearly

. 75 days for the treatment of

his intraciable urinary fistuia
following his prostatactomy
operation in Dhaka Medical
College during early 1967. He

had been in IP cabin in
the 1000 bedded Kumudini

“Hospital where 1 was the Chief

"~ Surgeon ¢t the time. The roof

in front of Maulana's cabin
looked like a lawn. We used to
chat every evening from 7 PM
until midnight on all subjects

from birth control to
Banprastha. India's past as.|
knew ' from the study of

Classics, were discussed with
the Maulana at that time. | be-,

gan to talk about Kurukehstra,

Gita, Krishna, Arjun,

* Yudhisthir. Duryadhan and so

on.

" In reply to his only ques-
tion how are the boys,
said: “Our boys are used to
meat and fish. They are now
sheltered in the jungle camps
with inadequate protection
from the insects. They get ra-
tioned chapati and dal or fried
potatoes. They need good foed.
Their health is our only re-
source. | wish, they could get
some meat and fish."”

The Maulana , got the point.
He confirmed: This was the
most correclt prescription. He
assured ine. he could do some-
thing about it and asked me to

.wajt

- “general,

until
Secretary arrival.
duced with glowing tributes |
and was asked to be present
there next mumﬁig- at 9 AM,

The next morning | was
taken to Primme Minister's res-
idence. She saw me twice be-

.. fore. Personal relations with

hey became informal and more
social. My earlier introduction
to her was done by Dr Triguna
Sen. her Political Advisor on

_Bangladesh. Dr Sen had an out-

standing career. He was the
Education Minister of Pandit
Nehru. H= was from Kuiarua,

. Sylhet, His introduction of me

to the Prime Minister was very
impressive. Manubhai Bhimani
was a philanthropist social
worker who had free access to

~ the privacy of Nehru family.

The priv ite secretary was tak-
Ing me to the Prime Minister's
living room. The Prime
Minister was met at the exit

" door of her residence. As soon

as she saw me, she raised her
folded hands and
Naimaste, Doetor Shahab: Wtat
Is your problem? [ yeplied with
a smile: this time. it is*a food
problem. She said: Please meet

Manikshaw. The Priv ;
Secretary took met out ana lf

© caughtea glimpse of the spa--

cious lav1. They were about 50
visitors located in different
spots. Mrs Gandhi would visit
them all-in an hour. Mrs
Gandhi would take a group
photo in different costumes as
she walked in front of the
waiting -visitors. Incidentally,
she was shot down at the very
spot where I met her, in 1984,

The Indian C in C seemed -

to have had the information of
my*visit to him. He received
me in front of his residence
and showed me the way to the

living room where [ -sat on a

cushion. He took his seat on
the carpetted floor. I got up
He locked at me. |1 said,
please do not kid
me. If you sit 'there, I'll sit by
~ your side." He said,
you are a Secretary of a

Government. I-am only a sul-
dier to take orders from a

Prime Minister's. -
'1.was intro- 7 the C in C of the fourth largest

- border. In some
' be delayed. I replied said that '

said:

"doctor,

Secretary.” | replied, “you are
army in the world.
Secretary of a refugee
Government. I have come to
beg for food. My freedom
fighters need meat and fish at
least two days every week.
Otherwise, they may defect. -

He said, “Alright doctor, it

will be arranged but it may
take as long as six weeks/to"
ensure supply all along the .
places, it may

this was wunderstandable
although six weeks was a very
long period during war time
tspecjall when the morale of
the so!dicrs was at stake.

_ He made the arring:mmt
within  a ffortnight and the
boyvs were very happy. They
got plenty: of fish and meat,

waa“ﬂm back to the

Maulana's suit. He was de-
lighted to have an account of
my performance and re-
marked: you look like a fish

in water every where! | wish

you all the success. Please tell
Mushtaque and Tajuddin that
they are plaving with tht dc!l-
liny. of a nation. :

1 took leave, [wiahlhad
been agsigned to look after
the Maulana! the Maulana did
not discuss any politics with
me or any strategy. He did not
desire anything either. 1 felt
like a real captive in vast India

. d'd be if I got
utﬂe Da ﬂn.lj' gﬂ i

As | wgs ﬂarlng back, the air
hostess asked me: "Are you a
vegetarian” veg?- |
,neously answered, “yes”! She
looked at me and asked:
you sure?” | replied, — I was

not but you made me so. Pleasg

supply me a plate of vegetarian
ford; it is very tastyl”

. Later, I was. sent to Kagmari
during the last week of
1975, with another packet to .
the Maulana. This time; the

~ Maulana said, —apermhkt
. you should not serve as a

Secretary. If you want, | am tell
to make you a minister. I po--
litely replied that I ‘had no
utmhnml:ﬂﬂnn

Dangladesh al War is a hook
written by  Major Genegal
(Retd) KM Shafiullah. whe was
my commmander during the lib-
eration war. The book ap-
peared in the market quite a
few years ago. And | have read
it with a great deal of interest.
| had hoped that the’ beok
would enlighten me. But alas!
That was not to be.

work is a distortion of
history. On a more personal
level, let me say that the book
costs aspersion on my iAtegrity
as a soldier. Needless to say, it
has all left a deep feeling of
sadness in me. | realise |
should- have registered my
protest at the time the book
made its way to the market. |
decided to forego the oppor-
tunity. | did the next best
thing. which was to dtlpi'lth a
long missive. on October 9,
1990. to the writer of the book
wherein | pointed out the er-
rors and untruths as they ap-
peared in the work General
Shafullah was at the time the
country s High Commissioner
to Britain. In my communica-
tion with him. | appealed to
him to withdraw the remain-
ing copies of the book from
the market in view of what was
manifestly and articulation of
falsehood. Al the same time, |
requested him to do the
needful by putting things about
the war and about me in par-
ticular in Lhe correct perspec-
tive in a new edition of
Bangladesh at War. | also re-
minded him that in the event
he was unwilling or unable to
make the necessary correc-
tions of facts. | would be left
with little choice other then
registering my views about his

book in
It is a matiter of immense

regret that. despite my en-
treaties. General Shafiullah
took no steps to make the
needed amendments in his
work. | believe such a situation
cannot be allowed (o go by
without an adeguaie response.
It is my belief. as | believe it is
also that others, that the his-
tory of the counfry must be
placed in the correct perspec-
tive with a view to letting -
erations know about the -
itage and the struggle that
~went into the emergence of
Bangladesh as a free country. |
am at this point forced to take
up my defence vis-a-vis
General Shafiullah's assertions
through the print media. The
position | have Laken is regret-
table. but 1 really have no
choice other than this. Let me

begin by muoting a statement

the writer of Bangladesh At
War hag made in his book-

(1) "Bhuiyan for reasons

best known to him di

(sic) left Kumira leaving
men to their fate on that
night. (2) Most of the troops of
this company was new recruits
(sic) and | could not reconcile

his

Reactions

Bangladesh

about the way Subed Ali led his
troops in this attack. Although
the attack was conducted un-
der several constramts, the

overall performance of Subed

Ali in leading the operation
was unsatisfactory and de-
moralising for the troops. (3)
Subed Ali was the next senior
to command but | could not
repose confidence on [sic)
Subed Ali any longer after what
he did in the road block
North-East of Chandura.”

The writer, by way of ex-
plaining the reasons for this.
says, "Subed Ali, confirmed
having completed the road
block when remaining battal
ion had reached Paikpara near
Chandura.” Besides, the writer
has made some sarcastic
comments on valiand freedom
fighter Dula Miah. 1If the
wriler s assertions were base
on facts and logic. one would
have had little to complain
about. The unfortunate bit in
the whole story is that General
Shafiullah has given vent not
only to his prochial way of
looking at condition. but has
also permitted his imagination
to run wild. | raised the gues-
tion of the battles of Kimira
and Dharmagarh. the blockade
at Chandura and the sacrifice
of Dula Miah in my book.
"Muktijuddhey Noix Maash '
first published in 1972 |
might note here that in 1972,
once | had cempieted writing
my book. | approached the
then Chief of Army Staff

Colonel Shafiullah for his
opinion. He went through the

manuscript and advised me 10
include a portion about the
battle for Akhaura in the book,
which | accordingly did. Once
that was done, the army chief

gave me permission to have my

book prigted. | have acknowl!-

edged my gratitude to General
{T_hm Colonel) Shafiullah in the
pages of my book | did the
same in the case of Group
Captain Islarn. Now the point
remains one: had there been
any inconsistency. or informa-
tion devoid of facts, in my
book. General Shafiullah would
surely have not give me the
authority Lo publish
‘Muktijuddhey Noi Maash'! The
amaging thing is that what he
had approved earlier was con-
tradicted by him later in his
book.

The auther of Bangladesh At
War has accused me of having
left my soldiers to their fate in
Kumira on the particular mght
in gquestion. However he has
also admitted that the reason
behind my act was best known
to me Of course he had little

" tillery,

at War— A Smokescreen of Confusion:

by Major General MSA Bhuiyan, psc¢

way of knowing the reason be-
hind my decision at Kumira.
The fact is that when the oc

cupation army launched its

genocide on the night of
March 25, 1971, and took
control of East Bengal
Rejimental Centre in

Chittagong. | initiated an in-
tense and bloody battle at
Kumira on March 26. At the
time, the author of Bangladesh
At War was yet to decide on his
course of acudon in Joydevpur,
From Joydevpur Shaliullah
went to Mymensingh About a
week after | began the battle
far Kumira, Major Shafiullah
joined the War of Liberation. It
is therefore but natural that he
would not be aware of the real
picture at the time,
| have already said that I
started the battle for Kumira
on March 26. | directed this
battle through gathering a
force of 102 men coming from
the East Bengal Regiment.
EPR and police. Apart from a
single heavy machine gun. a
few light machine guns and
some rifles, there was little of
ammunition my men had. | had
to approach the SP. DIG and
DC 1o solicit arms for my sol-
diers. Since | happened to be
an army Captain, some rifles
were m.ade available, At the
ather end. the epemy had ar-
mortar and heavy
weapons Eight hundred well-
trained soldiers of 24 FF
Regiment were posed for ac-
tion against us. But we con-
fronted this force with in-
domitable will and succeeded
in wiping out 152 of the en-
rmg_ including their com-
ing officer Col. Shahpur
Jan Khan and a lieutenant
Many others were injured Col
Shafiullah has mentioned this
explait in his book. but has
given no credit to anyone for
it. After two hours of fighting.
we exhausted our meagre am-
munition. At that point, | had
to explore ways of getting
more men and material First |
went to Sitakunda. where my
aim was to establish communi-
cation with EPR Captain Rafiq.
I had the firmn belief that from
him | would get some amount
of armas to carty on my sirug-
gle. Sadly | did not find Rafiq
there. Like one possessed, |
rushed to Chittagong But
when fate goes haywire. it does
so all the time In Chittagong
woo. Rafiq was missing After
that | staried retracing my
steps back to Kumira On the
way back | came under attack
twice Consequently despite

L

every effort made, it was not
possible for me to return to
Kumira. Later 1 came to Enow
from Freedom Fighter Major
Rafiq, Bir Uttam that it was his

troops under whose mistaken

attack | had come on my at-
tempt to trek back to Kumira.
The®* reason was that the jeep [
was travelling in belonged to
the occupation forces. The au-
thor of Bangladesh At War was
then in Mymensingh. Which is
why his comments on the bat-
tle for Kumira, without knowl-
edge of facts, are regrettable.
The extent to which our offen-
sive in Kumira was effective
has been duly noted by
Pakistani Major Siddig Salek
in his Witness to Surrender.
He has admitted that the
Kumira battle was unsetting for

the Pakistanis.
In the history of the

Liberation War of Bangladesh,
the battle of Kumira stands out
as e first direct cbmbat be-
tween us and the enemy.
Perhaps there will be a lack of

"generosity on the part of some

to apportion to me my share of
the credit for the battle. But
that does not call for a looking
away from facts,

The comments of the au-
thor of "Bangladesh At War
about the battle of Dharmagarh
are contradictory. There have
been many in history. includ-
ing Napoleon and Hiter, who
have had to succumb to the
ravages of nalure. General
ShafiuHahW® should not have
been unaware of this fact. Yet
he has said that the overall
performance of Subed Ali in
leading the operation was un-
satisfactory and demoralising
for the troops.

The reality is something
else. The writer has revealed
some facts, and at the same
concealed some others. He has
spoken of difficult conditions,
but he has refrained from go-
ing into a description of those.
He has papered over the

- wrong decisions and directives

that he made regarding
Dharmagarh. | feel | must set
the record straight in the in-
terest of history.

Dharmagarh was the firsi
cofiventional battle in our sec
tor. The plan was to launch the
altack on September 3 It was
a deep dark night in autumn
There were high winds, cease
less rain and an unsettling
cold Then there was the pos
sibility of snakes commonly
found in hilly areas Hardly any
obyect could be seen at a dis
tance of a yard It was in these

consciousness
. snakebite. Even after this. we

circumstances that Lt
Badiuzzaman and Subedar
Chand Miah found themselves
wrenched away from the main
platoon. At the'same time, our
wireless set went out of order.
Unable to deal with nature,
four soldiers lost conscious-
ness. Subedar Chand Miah lost
owing te

waded through water and
caine close 1o the camp of the
enemy, 'H Hour™ was close at
hand._ In the meantinte, after a

lot of elforts. Lhie wireless set
was soinehow uiade workable.

It had been agreed that prior
to the attack, necessary ar-
tillery support would be given.
In reality., apart from aif in-
significant number of artillery
fires, no credible support was
forthcoming. Major Nasir
Uddin refers to this aspect of
the war in his ‘Juddhey
Juddhey Shadhinata.” He has
said that the camp of the en-

emy at Dharmagarh was well °

secured, nature was hostile
and mudslides together with
ceaseless rain were comimon.,
Il is clear rom such observa-

tions that no commander, no
matter how skilled. could
order an operation in such .
conditions

But Commander thﬂul]dh
did issue orders for just such a

kind of operation We were
given hardly 20 25 artillery
shells as fire support where

500 were promised In spite ol
this we were aboul to launch
attack on our target. Just at
that moment, .1 Col Shafiullah
informed e that owing lo
rain it was not possible to
provide artillery support. He
ordered our 135-men com
pany 1o return. It Is under
standable that once we were
near our target. despite our
limitations. we had not the
heart to go back Bul nt was the
order of the cunmander. One
really had no chowe [ musi
mention here thal some iso
lated decisions by him made
our return to base rather diffi
cult. Major Nasir llddin has
spoken on the subject in his
book Those who have read the
book will not fail 1o understand
that if indian Brigadier Anand
Swarup had not intervened
rapidly the consequences of Lt
Col Shafiullah s decision and
could have been a catastrophe.
It is a4 pity that he has
marle aspersion on my action
at Dharmagarh But he has
tactiully downplayed- his
failures at the second attack at
Dharmuagarh
The second

[
atjack at

Dharmagarh was launched onj

the night ol 28th September
under the Joint Command of

an Indian Brigadier and Lt Col
Shafiullah. The attacking force
consisted of one Battalion of
18 Rajpnits, one field regiment
artillery. one heavy mortar bat-
tery and one thousand freedom
fighters. Despite having such a
large force and strong fire
power the attack.was not only
a total failure, but at one stage
it became very difficult to ex-

tricate our troops. In that at-
tack 1600 artillery shells were

fired apd the time taken to ex-
tricate them was seven hours.
[n the action two. including
Major Sharma, the company,
commander, died and four
were injured. The writer was
ruthless in bringing aspersion
on my attack at-Dharmagarh
with 135 inexperienced men,
whereas he very cunningly
aviided his own failure with a
very large [orce against the
same enemy. What does it
mean? ' /

The criticismm that a com-
mander has levelled at one of
his under command officers
regarding the
episode lacks objectivity of any
kind. The writer should, 1 be-
lieve’ have at least asked me
before going into his reminis-
cences about the facets of the

battle. The reason why [ say '

this is that bo#h of us are still
alive. It is guite unfortunate
that in the last eighteen years
the author of "Bangladesh At
War" has never once raised any

Chandura®

questioh with me about the
battle for Chandura. Instead,

he has.in his book tried to pass
responsibility for his failure on
to my shoulders.

The fdct is that.
order of
Commander Major Nasim I
reached Kana — Budunti at
aboeut 1000 hrs on 6th
December with my company.
There I took up a road block
position awaiting for the en-
emy. Around 2:30
Lieutenant Kabir came to me
and handed over a written
order from Major Nasim ask-
ing me to abandon the pre-
sent position and take up new
position south of Chandura
bridge. Accordingly, as | was
planning to more to the new
position, two vehicles belong-

on the

ing to the occupation forces °
towards -

sped past
Chandura/Shahbazpur. These
two vehicles caught Lt Col
Shafiullalr unaware from the

rear while he was moving on

the road forwards Shahbazpur.
This turned into an armed

conflict, resulting into two
deaths and few, including
Major Nasim, seriously

wounded from our side.

This move of Lt Col
Shafiullah was non-tactical. To
our knowledge he was sup-
posed to be present it Akhaura
front. But his sudden appear-
ance on that road at that very
moment took many of us by

surprise. The whole event took |

place due to jack to coordina-

my Battalion -

pm *

tion for which hc is snltl}r re-

* sponsible.

In fact the Chandurn mnt

[

sponta-

was just an accidental incident.

But Major General Shafiullah
has been frying to depict the
same as his herolc actipn in
his different publica{inns for
the last 24 years.

Regarding Freedom Fighter
Dula Miah. the Comments of
the writer are regrettable. Dula
Miah happens to be one of our
valiant freedom fighters. In my
book | have spared no pains to
pay adequate tribute to this
valiant son of the soil. The in-
cident relating to him was one
that I solved. Major (at present
Major General) Matin and
many others were witness to

the matter
. 0On. a p:muna] level, 1 have

no wish to denigrate the
writer of the Book in question.
I am not willing to say how
many days [ saw him at the
front, since soldiers are not-

expected to scrape away at.

their commonality of purpose.
But let me say that I took part
in the War of Liberation from
an urge that came from some-
where deep inside me. I may
add here that among the hand-
ful of soldiers who initiated the
war in Chittagong to free the
country, | happened to be one.
That was and remains my
pride. I have absolute belief
that | shall live with this pride
for the rest of my life.

It is difficult to escape the
wrath of history if one tries to

~distort the'course of history.

Freedom fighters waiting in ambush

— Muktijodha Shriti Trust Album.
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