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Diarrhoea claims six,
attacks 304 in M'bazar

From Our Correspondent.

MOULVI BAZAR. Mar 25
Diarrhoea which has spread in
an epidemic form in different
thanas of Moulvibazar district
claimed six lives and attacked
304 others during last two
weeks.

According to tht official
source at the Civil Surgeon
Office, Moulvibazar, two
persons died in Sadar and
Kamalgonj thana each and one

each in Rajnagar and
Baralekha thanas. ;
Il is informed that, antj-

epidemic drive have been
hampered due to shortage of
field workers and physicians.
According to the official
_spurce., 61 posts of health

shortage in the district health
service. the source added.

It is also inform that
interview lor appointment of
Health Assistant at field level
was held at Moulvibazar town
in May. 1994, and list of
successful candidates has

referred to the Health Direc-
torate for approval of appoint
ment of health assistant, Bul
delaying process of approval
from the Establishment
Ministry. appointment of
health - assistants Is being
delayed. The source of the Civil

. Surgeon eoffice. however, said

assistant at field level and 18 -

posts of medical officers at
Union Health Subcentres are
lying- vacant since long. Not
only anti-epidemic drive, but

also EPI programme have also .

"~ been

hamperfﬂ staff
Poisonous waste
discharged in rivers,
canals, fish
.dying everyday

- SAVAR, Mar 25: Fish worth
lakh of taka are dying every day
in rivers and canals in Savar
area, .contaminated by poi-
sonous wastes discharged from
mills and factories, reports

UNB.

ing to local sources,
dead fish are found floating in
‘rivers Turag and Bangshi, and .
in canals during the last
four /five days would total about
one crore taka.

Local Fisheries Officer and.
‘Municipal Chairman said, about
two dozen mills and factories,
including five dyeing units dis-
charge harmful wastes in the
rivers causing masulv: water-
: pollution.

~Special pohce
‘raid, 57 held
on various charges

_From Our Correspondent

- GAIBANDHA. Mar 25:
Gaibandha police nabbed 57
accused on different chia

" from eight unions under
Gobindaganj Thana recently. .
-+ On March 16 a strong
' police contingent of over 200
police persognel” led by
Gaibandha Police Super Golam
Mostafa launched an operation
to apprehénd criminals lying
at large since long. The
contingent. continued
operation from mid-night until
early in ‘the merning 1_'11
Katabari, Rajaher, Shibpur,
Darbasta, Kamardah, Mohima-
gﬁnj Kochashaher, Rakhal
Brooze unions
Gobindaganj Thana where
crime of different - nature
« continued’ to increase. "f'hc}r‘*
were able to arrest 57 accused
Includtng one woman.

‘OMS helping
. black marketeers
- not farmers
 GAIBANDHA, Mar 25
Some influential businessmen
 are stocking fertiliser from
. government open market sale
operatign by their appointed
nts who are buying the
- same in the fake name, farm-

ers . reports UNB.
To combat fertilizer crisis

in .the district, local adminis-
--trat!un started selling Ecrﬂ]lser

for

in the open market and on .

Sunday they sold a sizeable
quantfty at-two separate places
. of the jowm.

- But peasants standing in
.one km long line said the in-
fluential
-of the fertilisers in the fake
name to sell the same in lh:
black-market. .

" “They also accused that

some hoodlums are snatching

thé fertiliser slips from the
farmers. = i

"Citing an example they said

a gang of hijackers . near

. Gobindaganj Thana Parishad .

pond snatched the slip from
one farmer Avub Hossain of
village Barshao when he was-
_going to lift his allotted fer-
‘tiliser fromg§ the guvernment
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Tremendous development achleved
in CHT since liberation of country

30 appointmemnt have beén
made during this period while
61 posts are still lving vacant
and waiting for approval of the
concerned ministry.

- e

GAIBANDHA.

Demanding supply of fertilizer in the district hundreds “of farmers from

remote areas launched railway track barricade programme on March 22 '95.
- — Star photo by KM Rezaul Hogque

Masswe deforestation threatens
' existence of wild life in CHT region

RANGAMATI. Mar 25: Wild
life in the Chittagong .Hill
Tracts region has been threat-
ened by massive deforestation
and other factors. Experts said
nineteen species have already
vanished and fifty others are
on the verge of extinction. '

[Hlegal hunting, cruelty,

. rapid increase in human set-

tlements, industrialisation, ex-
tension of arable land, burning

of forest areas for jhoom culti- ,

vation besides deforestation
are the dominating factors be-

. hind the extinction of wild life,
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ing, he added.

According " lo experts,
Bangladesh has 105 species of
animals, 567 species of birds
129 species of reptiles and 14
types' of amphibians which
constitute rich wild life re-
source of the copniry.

Experts suggested e¢stab-
lishment ol wild-life sanctuar-
les in theé region with efficient
officials for mtdnmgful CONSer-
valion.

Meanwhile., in absence of
proper conservation, wild [ile
has started migrating to the

extraction of trees and burning
of forest areas for cultivation
are !nrctng the wild elephant,

deer, boar. beer, monkey, wild

fowl. tiger and the other rare
species of animals to look for
saler sanctuaries in the dense
forest of neighbouring India.

"A section of tribal hunters
have become very active in
hunting in the hamlets adja-
cent to the Khagrachhari town
and in the dense [orests of
Dighinala., Baghaihat, Merung,
ltachhari and Panchhari.®
Taruh Bhattacharya, News

.s0ld epenly at Mainimukh
Bazar, Naniarehor Kachalong
and Belaichhari in Rangamati
hill district, Mohalchhari.
Dighinala gnd Luxmichhari in
Khagrachhari district as well
as in Naingkhiongchhari.
Lama, Altkadam and Roangch-
hari in Bandarban district.

Curries of different types of ’

cooked hunted birds were
seen being served in most of
the Hotels at Mainimukh Bazar
of Lawgadu thana in Rangamati
district.” said Mazibul Haque
Bulbul, the Cultural Officer of

" Local leaders and wild life lovers said groups of law violators were seen poaching into the forests to catch or
kill birds and animals with bows, nets and arrows and fire arms regularly. Some of them even spray poison
on food to get hold of the valuable species, they said. In addition to this the continuous deforestation by illegal
extraction of trees and burning of forest areas for cultivation are forcing the wild elephant, deer, boar, beer,

- monkey, wild fowl, ngerundthenthermmmm ufnnmhtohmkformﬁrmnduwielmthedcnmﬁwmt

| o of neighbouring India.
S ———

experts said.

Mohammad Ghulam Habib,
the Conservator of Rangamati
Forest Circle said 19 species
which were lost include nil
gal, wild buffalo, wild cows.
belting, boro. shinga harin
(long horned deer). nekre
(wolf) and three types of gan-
dar (rhino) of mammal gmup

The species started disap-
pearing mainly after liberation

of the country amd went tofally

Qut of sight in the last ntne

« years. he said.

ele-
maon kev 1.,11 kr i.—.ﬂ

The number of tiger
phant degr.

sale sanctuaries across the

. couniry being driven out of

their niche of this hilly region
by organised groups of un-
scrubulous people.

Local leaders and wild ‘life

lovers said groups of law viola- .

tors were seen poaching into
the forests to catch or kill
birds -and animals with bows,

nets and arrows and fire arms.

regularly. Some of them even
spray poison with food to get
hold of the vataah;e species,
thev said.

In additien to thls the con-

__tlnnuur-, delorestation by illegal

Editor of Khagrachhari based
weekly The Parbati' informed
this corrfespondent claiming
his personal observation.

"The hunters are hunting
deer and fowl which fetch
good- price and easy market.
They sell the meat of their
prey at between Tk 50 and 60
per kilogram at the doors of
the town dwellers. said ‘wife of
Tarun.

Meanwhile, migratory birds
from the north and north-west
which started settling in the
Itill tracts region’ are being
1 m:{h! al randnm These are

RANGAMATI. Mar 25:
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
Development Board (CHTDE)
has implemented 85 projectis
‘at a cost of Tk 3.68 crore in
six different sectors during
1993-94.

. Established

in 1976,

CHTDB has been eperating its -

multi-type performances in
the three hill districts of
. Rangamati, Khagrachhari and
Bandarban for development of
the soclo-economic condition

of the people of this region, '

cspecialiy the tribal -

nity. .
The CHTDB had taken 123

COImInu-

projects at a cost of Tk 4.5

crore to implement in 1993-
94, Sheikh Mohabbatullah, the
Vice-Chairman of CHTDB said.

- With a view to rehabilitate
_permanently the landless

tribal families of Jhengi. Miani

and Kachalong valley of the te- -

gion, the governmeni has
sanctioned an amount of Tk
2.58 crore. sponsored by the
Asian ‘Development Bank
(ADB). The project has been
playing a very positive role on

socio-economic upliftment of -

the target people the vice-
chairman added.

After successful completion
of the first phase of the Upland
Settlement Project, an on go-
ing ADB aided CHTDB pruject

- dnmestlc animals,
‘tailoring.

the district. He said. he ob-
served it while having their
dinner in-a hgtel with his team

-on way te a cultural trip to

Baghaichhari ithana. Migratory

birds are sold in the hilly
bazars at cheaper rates in
comparison with the domestic

fowl, he added.

Local leaders, and wild life
lovers said law enforcing
agencies and the local officials
of the Forest Department ap-
pearc{l lo be inactive in stop-
ping the systematic destruc-
tion of wild life in the hill

-tracts rfmun

Frum Gur Cﬂrres pondent

the authority has extended
the project with an amount of
Tk 30.95 crore for the proper
‘rehabilitation of one thousand
landless tribal families. This
will be completed by .June
30,2000, Mahahbatyﬂah told
The Daily Star. .

Towards welfare of the des-

titutes and helpless on moth-
ers and their kids, a project
with an allocation of Tk 3.32
crore is. underway with ADB
aided fund, he further added.
The allocajion so far was
made against agﬁculture E'du—
cation, sports and’ culture.

small and cottage industries, »

communication, social welfare
and other income geéneraling:
projects is the region. :
Construction of dwelling
houses for the destiiutes with: -

relevant uphto - date facililies,

glving training on maintaining
weaving,
rickshaw projects
and extend assistance to the

small traders including other

Income generation prnj:-ﬂs of
CHT has alread:,? been ‘imple-

: menled

The continued steps of the
povernment for developing ‘the
once- negle:cted hill districts of
H’mgamaﬂ Khagrachhari and
.Bapfarban has brought a di-
mensional change in all the
sectbrs.

. agencies,

*two
- separate hostels for tribal stu-

.. Polytechnic Insti

Besides all ﬂthf‘r donor

only. the CHTDB
alone has implemented differs

' ént projects with an amount of

Tk 456.0 crore for the socio-
economic development of the
tribal * peeple of this regien
with an additienal allocation of
Tk 263.0 crore for the special
five year plan till 1992-93. -

A revolutionary change has
taken place in education sec-
tor in-the region. At present
there are ten government and
non-government colleges, one
hundred secondary schools
including thirtyfive junior high

schools, 952 primary schools,
‘nine tribal students’ hﬂgltls

‘residential schools with

sh Sweeden

te, the best
of its kind is 'in Kaptai of
Rangamati hill dis_trh:t and
"Nutan - Kuri,” a Kinder
Garten school of Khagrachhari
‘town may  be adjusted as one
of the best of its kind ]n the
country. .

- In additfon training is betng
imparted to the tribal youths
in two vocational and one
lechnical training centers in

dents. Banglad

Rangamati and Khagrachhari in’

automobile, driving, carpentry,
electric fittings, weaving etc.
About 6,500 tribal youths were
‘trained in different trades in-

cluding 1500 by BSCIC during
the last three years, |

"Earlier, there  were.one

. secondary school and 20 pri-

schools in this region but
no college. The present liter-
acy rate is about 58 per cent
for Chakma and 20 per eent
other tribes including non- .
tribals. The literacy rate of the
region was about two per cent
in 1947.

Tremendous development
has taken place in communi-
cation sector. Every district
and thana headquarters are
tonnected with about 800

‘kilometres of asphalted roads
where there were only 72

kilometres ‘pucca’ roads until
1982. .Every thana headquar-
ters are also well connected

with telephone under nation- |-
. wide direct dealing net work.

Every thana has health
complex. There are hospitals
i six thanas, each having 31

‘beds. 50-bed hospital each in

Khagrachhari and Bandarban, a

160-bed modern hospital in
Rangamati. There was only
single 31-bed hospital - in
Rangamati till 1982. Moreover,
hospitals operated hy NGO's In
Chandraghona. Langadu

~Jaliapara and Malumghat have'

been rendering modern medi-
care services to the people of
this reginn

In' Khulna Zone

——

Over Tk 38 cr elecl:nmty
blll remain outstanding

' From Our Correspondent

_ BATKHIHA. Mar 25: A total
of about Tk 39 crore has been
lying unrealised with Khulna
City Cnrpuratjm (KCC) and 16
other pourasavas under Khulna
Zome of the Power Develop-
ment Board [PDB) as electric-

- ity bill for long.

- Of the total amount of out-

“standing bill, Tk 17 crore is ly-

ing unrealised with Khulna City
‘Corporation, Tk 25 lakh with

Satkhira pourasava, Tk 10 lakh
with Bagerhat pourasava, Tk
77 lakh 43 thousand with Jes-
sore pourasava, Tk 13 lakh 79
thousand with Jhenidah, Tk
29 lakh with Narail, Tk 18
lakh 45 thousand with Magura,

Tk five lakh 15 thousand with

-Shallkupa.. Tk one lakh 20
thousand with Kotchandpur, '

Tk one crore 31 lakh with
Kushtia, Tk one crore 40 lakh
' with Faridpur, Tk 62 lakh with
Rajbari, Tk 54 lakh with
Gopalganj, Tk three crore 90
lakh with Barisal, Tk one crore
with Bhola, Tk 90 lakh with
Potuakhali and Tk 44 lakh ly-
ing unrealised with Pirejpur

pourasavy.

Besides repeated appeal by
the PDB authorities to pay the
outstanding eleetricity 'bills,
the - cijy rorporation and
pourasava authorities are not
paying the electric bill regu-

NGAKHALI The British High (‘nmmlnsmner Peter J an]nr distributing huuks and
instrument to a girl student at the inaugural function of Non-formal Primary Education
Programme recently of Sagarika Samayaunnayan Sangstha at Char Bata of Sadar thana

—Star photo

]

|

worth abgut Tk one lakH.

Call to eliminate
all forms of
racial-
discrimination

RAJSHAHI. Mar 25 A sem-
inar was held in observance of
International Day for the Elime
ination of Racial Discrimina-
tion at the Rajshahi Urniversity
Senate Bhaban Tuesday re-
ports UNB.

hddrrsuln;{ the seminar,
the speakers expresdsed allout
support to eliminate all forms
of racial discrimination.

They dlso called for the cre.
ation of a new atmosphere
where human potentiality,
dignity and values would be re-

spected, and tlerrorism up-
rooted.

27 houses burnt
to ashes 1in Bhola

BHOLA. Mar 25. Al least 27
dwelling houses were burnt to
ashes in two separate fire inci-
dents a| Lalmohan thana of the
district on Mar 15, reports
UNB.

In one incident at Balurchar
village. 22 houses have been
destroyed and property worth
about Tk 50 lakh was gutted in
the blarze. The fire originated
from a kitchen.

“Viltagers i an hours efforts
extinguished the fire. It may be
mentioned that there is no fire
station at the thana headguar-
ters. |

In another incident at Doly
Gournagar five houses were
gutted destroving property
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Thin chances of achieving
IRRI-boro output target

. From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, Mar 925 . I,
boro crop production target

may lail in Chandpur district

during the current season due
to scarcity and high price of
fertilizer,

According to agriculture
department sources, abowt two
lakh acres of land were
brought unwier Irri. boro culti-
vation scheme, in "Chandpur
Irrigation Project” and "Matlab
Meghna-Dhanagoda Irrigation
Preject”. two of the biggest ir-
rigation projects of Bangladesh
Water Development Board.
Amout forty lakh metric tons of
lertilizer are required for the
effective implementation of
the farming programme in the
total area but the supply of fer-
tHizer in the market is insuffi-

cient in comparison with the
demand of the farmers.

A section ol unscrupulous
traders have started stocking
the fertilizers in their godowns
with an intenition to see price
of fertilizer go up. Due lo
scarcity of fertilizer the
iraders have also increased the
prices abnormally causing suf-
fering to the larmers Some
fertilizer .dealers complained
that they are not getling fertil-
izer Irom Zia Fertili-er Factory
and Ashuganj Fertilizer Factory
on time. They deposited their
money in October last against

‘theéir demand. Zia Fertilizer

Factory is distributing fertilizer

on emergency basis,

As a result, fertilizer distri-
butions through dealers re-
mained suspended. Fertilizer
dealers are incurring heavy
loss due to delay in
fertilizers from the factories.

So. acute scareny of fertil-
izer is prevailing in different
markets. On the other hand,
fertilizer distributed through
depuly comrmmissioners report-
edly can not meet the present
requiremient. Some fertilizer
dealers are selling the fertil-

 izer bags in black markets.

In Chandpur. a bag of fertil-
izer is being sold between Tk
300 and 400 instead of its
original or retail price of Tk
230. Many farmers are cultivat-
ing IRRI, boro without eor
fewer application of fertilizers.

Fifteen injured as
train catch fire

JAMALAPUR, Mar 25 -
Fifteen people were injured
when they jumped out of a lo-
cal train after 4 compartment
caught fire at Chuania here on
Monday. reports UNB.

Railway sources said fire
broke out in the compariment
of the Mymensingh-bound
train from Jamalpur at about 2
pm. A reliel train [rom
Mymensingh uttn@i-hnd the
fire an hour.
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