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romote journalism:

irst time selecied the 10O top journalists

acrpss the couniry as a siep to promote the healthy
development of the nation s journalisin Xinhua reports from
Beijing :

Speaking al a cereinony 1o honour them at the Great Hall
of the People vesterday, Wu Lengx. President of the All-China
Journalists Association. sawd that (hinese journalists should
work harrl uul go deep into the realities of life so as to turn
thei into, a competent reporting contingent

$7m Japanese aid for Y'slavia:

Japan wiil provige financial aid ioaalling some 700 miillion yen
(7.8 million dollars) 1o help people in the war-ravaged areas
@f the former Yugoslavia. the Foreign Ministry said Friday, AFP
reports from Tokvo.

The aid will be éxtended through international organisa-
tions, including 500 million yen through the World Food
Programme (WFP), and one million dollar each through the
World Health Organisation (WHO) and the UN Children's
Fund. the ministry said.

. e .
Irag= blames US for instability:
Iraq s Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz on Friday said US
policy towards his country was creating imstability in the Gulf
and helping lran, AFFP reports [rom Vatican. :

In an interview with Vatican radio, Aziz said: "The current
American policy of confrontation with Iraq (is creating) a sit-
uation even imere dangerous than that which existed before
the (1991 Gulf) war.” :

. B L]
Kuwaiti paper raps Singapore:
hewspaper in Kuwail, where 50,000 Philippine nationals
work. rapped Singapore yesterday for executing a Filipino
maid convicted of murder and said the island state should
have responded to appeals for mercy, Reuter reports from
Kuwait.

"Viva Ramos, Viva Contemplacion.” the English-language
-Arab Times said in a front-page editorial. It was referring to
Philippines President Fidel Ramos, wha has downgraded
relations with Singapore over the execution .earlier this
month of mother-of-four Flor Contemplacion.

3 killed in HK fire: e people were killed

and another three injured yesterday in a fire which broke out
in a six-storey restdential and commercial building, a
government spokesman said. AFP reports from Hong Kong.

Firemen found the charred bodv of a man on the fourth
floor of the building in Tsuen Wan district in Hong Kong
where the fire broke out, while the other two men died after
Jjumping from the building in an attempt to escape the blaze.
he said. = . -

Paratyphhid spreads in DPRK:

Paratyphoid has been spreading in the northern part of North
Korea for more than a month. The Sankei Shimbun daily said

vesterday, quoting sources. AFP reports from Tokyo,
People in.Rajin and its vicinity. near the border with

Shabir Shah seeks

BJP's help

to end Kashmir crisis

NEW DELHI. Mar 25:
Kashmirl separatist leader
Shabir Shah said on Friday he
would 1neet the head of India's
rightwing Hindu Bharatiya
Janata Party [BJP) to seek an
end to a bloody separatist
uprising in the Himalayan re-
gion. reports Reuter,

But a spokesman for BJP
President Lal Krishan Advani
denied any plans by the hard-
line nationalist leader to meet
Shah.

‘I will be meeting the lead-
ers of the opposition during
my next few days in New

Delhi.” Shah tokl Reuters.
A meeting with

“1 have

Advani and others.” he said
Shah. a populist separatist’
leader fighting Indian rule in
the Jammu and Kashmir state
said he had met several west-
ern diplomats. including US
Ambassador Frank Wisner.

He said he had discussed a
proposal with Wisner Lo hold
tripartite talks on Kashmir in-
volving India, Pakistan and
representatives ol Kashmir's
Hurriyat ([independence)
group. ol which he is a mem-
ber.

Hurriyat leader Abdul
Ghanilone told a news confer
ence that his group was ready

tp hold the tripartite talks as

King Hussein of Jordan (C) listens to applause after being presented with the

an alternative to a plebiscite in
Indian-ruled Kashmir, first
promised but later disowned
by New Delhi.

India’s Chiel Election
Commissioner T N Seéshan
was quoted on Thursday as say-
ing he expectied state elections
by July in Kashmir, where
17,000 people have died in a
five-year-old: Muslim separatist
uprising. ; a

Hurriyat Chairman Moulv
Omar Farooq. addressing the
news conference, his first in*
New Delhi, accused Indian
troops of laying a siege on a
Muslim holy shrine in Charar-
e-Sharief, near the state capi-
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Tolerance Peace Award on Friday symbolised by the ram's horn (shofar). On the left is Rabbi

Marvin Hier, the dean and founder of the Simon Weirenthal

Wife, Queen Noeor.

Centre, on the right is the King's
- — AFP/UNB photo

Russla, have been asked not to travel to Pyongyang, where an -+
international sporis and cultural festival is to be held in late
April. the unspecified sources said.

Six more executed in China:

Autherities in China's nerthwestern Shanxi province have
executed live people convicted of slavery and one found guilty
pf rape, the Legal Daily said yeslerday. Reuter reperts from
Beijing. ;

The six were executed diter simultaneous publie semtenc-
ing rallies in Yuanping, Yanggae, Shouzhou and other places,
it said.

Uzbek referendum today: some i1
millien Uzbeks will vote in a relerendun on Suaday (o extend
the current mandite of President Islam Karimov to the year
2000, AFP reports from Tashkent.

Less than two years before Karithov's current mandate is
due to run out, voters will be asked Sunday to answer the
question: "are you imn favour of extending the president's man-
date from 1997 to 2000."

- L L
Vietnamese die in mlshanys.
e number of traffic accidents in Vietnam rose alarmingly
last year, leaving nearly 5.000 people dead and more than
14.000 injured, press reports quoting official statistics said
yesterday, AFP reports from Hanoi. :

The figures of 4,897 peopie killed and 14,174 seriously

injured were significantly higher thanin 1993 when 4.150
-people died and 6.000 were seriously hurt, the Vietnam
News -:ﬂ‘td- < ! N
7 die in Chinese air crash: i, urcan
of China's civil aviation administration crashed into a
mountain on a training flight near the morthern city of Ninan,
killing all seven people on board, the China Youth daily said
on Saturday. Reuter reports from Beijing. v
it said the Xiayan-iype training plane from the Sichuan
Civil Aviation Flight Academy was flving at an altitude of about
600 metres (1.800 feet) when it clipped Huluyu mountain,
southwest ol Jiman, capital of Shandong provinee, at noon on
Thursday. : :
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US President Bill Clinton (C) prepares to enter Bethesda
Naval Medical Centre in Bethesda, Maryland on Friday to

: ' | medical examination
receive his annual m — AFP/UNB photo

Clinton supports
Lankan peace move

WASHINGTON. Mar 25
President Clinton has reiter

ated US support for Sri Lanka's
efforts for a peaceful resolution

BOMBAY. Mar 25 A cook in
the wesiern Indian cilty of
Puiie first learmed he was
missing a kidney alfter a rou

of the civil strife, reports PTI1.

Receiving credentials of
new Sri Lankan Ambassador
Jayantha Dhanapala here ves-
terday. Clinton said the United
States supports the Lankan

government's efforts to resoclve
peacefully the civil strife, af-
fecting the country for over a
decade.

"We welcome the an-
nouncement in January of ces-
sation of hostilities between
the government and Tamil
separatists. We hope the cur-
rent truce will lead 0 a cHmn-
prehensive and lasting resolu-
tion of the ethnic conflict.

line check-up for persistent
abdominal pain
Reuter.

“The doctor asked wh, |
hadn t todd him | had donated
a kidney.” Suresh Chakolekar
sakic]
T was stunned. | didn't
know anvihing about it.”

Police have discovered
gozens ol cuses like that of
Chakolekar, 34, in Investigat-
ing a kidney transplant racket
exposed after the arrest of a
doctor in a Bombav subpurb

india has had a thrving un-
derground kidney transplant
market sinee the early 198Js

reports .

" tal of Srinagar.

Farpoq said the Hurriyat
Party would ciall a mass
protest against the aleged
army action at the shrine be-
fore next Friday if the troops
were not withdravm by then,

The BJP opposes elections
in Kashmir, saying there was
no security for the voters
against Muslim guerillas who
oppose any propasals for polls
in the region under Indian
rule.

The Hurriyat will boycott
the polis if New Delhi forces

them - on Kashmir.
said. .

Grenade thrown
at Pak mosque

ISLAMABAD. Mar 25: A

Faroog

grenade was thrown into the -

courtyard of a Sunni Muslim
mosque In Pakistan's central

Punjab province today, a local '

official said. reports Reuter. _

. The official said no-one was
hurt, ‘but the private PPl news
agency reported that one wor-
shipper had been wounded.

The blast at the Hamza
Mosque in the town of
Chakwal, about 100 km (60
miles) south of Islamabad,
went
prayers, shattering windows of
the mosque and nearby build-
ings.

. There was .-no immediate |

claim of responsibility.

Scores of people, maﬁ}r of

them shi'ite Muslims, -have

‘been killed and wounded in

Pakistan in gun, grenade ang

.bomb attacks on mosques

‘Chakwal has been at the
centre of a <¢ontroversy in
Pakistan over a seismic centre
being built there with US as-.
sistarice to monitor nuclear
explosions in the region,

Pak businessmen observe strike

" KARACHI!. Mar 25: Pakistani
businessmen outragéd by vio-
lence . in Karachi staged a
strike today dhead of a visit by
US President Bill Clinton's
wite Hillary Clinton, reports
Rewter. ™ | _

Wilnesses said business'ac-
tivity was at a near-standstill in
Karachi and reduced in the big

citigs o) Lalhwre and
-H.lwal iach . 5

Palice and paramilitary
rangers were oul in force in
Karachi. where (wo people

were killed overnight. but

there were no reports of major -

disturbances this mormming.

The city is calm." a police.
spokesman said,

In Lahore traffic was near
normal, but most factories and
businesses were shut. In
Rawalpindi, near lslamahbad
ondly a few shops opened and

traffic was much thinner than
usual.

Prime Minister Benagzir
Bhutto has bitterly eriticised
the strike 1led by the
Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and
Industty (FPCCI) saving it is
politically motivated, .

FPCCl leaders. who have
gane into knq;nq. dﬂy gon
erniment charges they are in
league with opposition leader
Nawaz Sharlf or are playing
into the hands of the gunmen.

"This is a sirike for solidar-

ity and condolence with those

who have been killed in
Rarachi.” FPCCI President S M
Muneer told Reuters by tele-
phone today. . .

'l don't understand the
governiment s attitude. A strike
Is our democratic right. This is
a democratic government and

Pakistan

we believe the government
must serve its tenure.,” he said.

Government officials are
reported to have threatened to
remove Muneer and . other
FPCCI officials and to break the
leading business prganisation
into two new bodies,

Muneer said he had re-
cejved no official notification of
sl acuions which would re-
quire formal proceedings.

The latest turmoil is likely
to embarrass Benazir. 41. who
does not want displays of pub-
lic discontent during the visit
by Hillary Clinton due in
Islamabad late today.

Clinton. who is not sched-
uled to go to Karachi, will
spenid Sunday in Islamabad and
fly to Lahore on Monday before
leaving for India.

Benazir Bhutto has said her
opponents want to derail her

8

planned visit to -the United

States, which starts on April 5,
and wreck her efforts to lure
foreign investment to Pakistan.

Businessmen say invest-

ment projects cannot be im- |

plemented unless peace and
securily is restored in Karachi,
Pakistan's biggest city and its
commercial hub.

Ambulance workers found
two bullet-riddled bodies in
the early hours, bringing this
month's death toll to 119. two
of them US consular officials
ambushed and killed on March

At least 362 people have
died in ethnic and sectarian
violence in Karachi this year.
About 800 were killed in 1994,

Most shops and factories
siaved shut and few buses
plicd the nearly deserted
streets in the port city today.

off soon - aftéer dawn
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'Religious scholars ask

- Iraqis to defer Hqjj

BAGHDAD. Mar 25: Iragi re-
ligious scholars hawe ruled that

‘the country's Muslims could ,

defer making a pilgrimage to
Makkah and spend the money
on the Iraq's poor instead, re-
ports Reviter. - .

- Religious scholars have is-
sued a call based on the Sharia
lislamic law) making it possi-
ble to defer the Haijj
(pilgrimage} for the Iraqi pil-
grims. the ruling Baath Party

- newspaper said on Friday.
[t said the call was made

"due to the unfair eonditions of
the (United Naijons) embargo
imposed on our steadfast
country.” w0

The. scholars stressed that
what is supposed to be spent

on the Hajj should be given to
the poor and the needy in lt‘l’ﬂs
country, said Thawra,' another
newspaper. :

Last month. the Jraqi cabi-
net said it would not allow
Muslims to make the pilgrim-
age to Makkah this year if
there is a ¢ontinued shortage
of foreign exehange caused by

UN sanctions. imposed in -

1990 after [raq - invdded

. Kawait.

_ Iraq also unsuceessfully ap-

pealed to Islamic countries to
urge Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and
the United Arab Emirates to
release 25 million dollar of
iraqi assets to cover the ex-
penses ol this year's pilgrim-
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as ‘Forrest Gump.”

This undated photo shows US

( h Record ||

’ .'r.:e_-_._ =

actor Tom Hanks in his role

Gump has captured 13 Oscar;
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KUALA LUMPUR, Mar 25:
Malaysian surgeons have car-
ried out a historic liver trans-
plant from a mother to her
child. the first such operation
involving a live donor in-:
Southeast Asia. Bernama news
agency reported Friday, says
AFP.
British-trained Tan Kaj
Chah led a team of three other

local surgeons. two paediatri

ctans and two consultants from
Londen during the 12-hour

operation to transplant part of
a women's liver ihto her four-
year-old daughter

The identities of both the
mother and child were with-
heid.

The girl, who was born with
a deformed liver, had been
waiting, two years for the op-
eration performed at the
Subang Jaya Medical Centre,
doctors said

Tan, who currently works
in Sangapore' s Mount Elizabeth
Hospital, said he had per-
formed eight similar opera-
tions during his spell in
Britain.

About 300 Wver transplant
operations have been carried
out globally half of them in
Japan

because of the relative rase
with whach the organs can be
purchased from the poer

In the southern cilty of
Bangalore € the police last
medith claimed to have traced
nearly 1 00J) peopie whose
kidnevs were removed withoul
their knowledge by doctors
who initially asked them 1o
donate blood

The police arresied 1wo
dectors. one a stale govern
ment employee who were al-
leged 1o be at the centre of the
racket

Police said people who
needed kidney transplants
came 1o the Bombay Clink
from [taly. Germany. Yemen
Syria and Turkey They ypi
cally paid rates of 250.000 ru-
pees (B.000 US dollar) to

I the

Mahathir launches

election campaign

KUALA LUMPUR. Mar 25:
Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamgd launched
hjs ruling coalition's election
campaign today with a call for

a big win at the polls to ensure
the country's continued devel-
opment, reports Reuter. *

"We n2ed more than two-
third majority to ensure
progress and development.”
Mahathir told the National
Front conventon in Kuala
Lumpur, .

The country is preparing
for a general election expected
to be held in April

Mahathir said the coalition
should be retained for the next
25 years to enable it to fulfil its
pledge of making Malaysia a
developed country by 2020.

The coalition., formed in

1974, comprises 14 parties
but is dominated by Mahathir s
United Malays National

Organisation (UMNO). It is the
successor to the alliance coali:
tionn which brought indepen-
dence 10 Malaysia from Britain
in 1957, i
Whije Mahathir addressed
4 000 coalition members

450 000 rupees (14.350 US
dollar} for the procedure
Seven doctors were arrested
for their involvement in the
racket.

They seemed 1o be in the
wholesale business,” said a po-
lice official investigating the
CASE

We seized a lax message
irom a Turkish organisation
saying the expenses of
procuring 22 kidneys had been
paid. but a total of 30 rans-
plants were required

In February, new laws came
into force i three Indian
states. including the wealthy
western stgte of Maharashtra,

to plug loopholes in existing :

laws on organ transplants
But officials say it will be

in the Cavernous Pulra world

trade centre. police said 60
land owners arrive to protest

against a controversial land ac-
quisition law.

The landowners' spokeswo-
man Liew Tet Kim sald they
were protesting against the
low compensation given by [he
Negri Sembilan and Johor
state governments for their
land.

But police kept -the
protesters away from the dele-
gates and escorted them from
the trade centre.

Political analysts said oppo-
sition parties will make land
acquisitions a major issue in
the election campaign follow-
ing a series of controversial
acqguisitions.

‘Mahathirs national front
will have to tread carefully in
dealing with this (ssue as the

 opposition will play on it," said

political analyst Hassan Rashid.

- But Mahathir blasted the
Opposition in his speech,
broadcast live on national
television, saying the people
should nol elect opposition
candidates merely for the sake
of democracy

three-imonihs before the regu-
tations can be properly imple-
mentecd

"The new legislation: pro
vides for doctors violating the
ruies (o be siruck off the rolls
for two years. Their Nhcences
will be taken away after a sec
und offend - " said Dr PV Satl e
of the state health department.

Under the new rules, a
regulatory committee must vet
all procedures using organs
from donors unrelated to the
patierit.

Rajesh Shah, a handcari-
puler in Bombay's business
districi. sold a kidney last
April 1o a German patient for
40,000 rupees (1.270 US dal-
lar] He wanted the money for
his sisters wedding back

-

Japanese ship

touches bottom

of world's
deepest waters

TOKYO. Mar 25: An un-
manned Japanese deep-sea
probe on Friday reached the
bottom of the word's deepest

| waters, the Mariana trench in

the western Pacific. the state
science and tﬁt-hnnlug}' agency
said. reports AFP, -

The vessel, the Kaiko. reg
istered 10.911.4 metres
(357.985 .6 [eet] at the bottom
of the challenger deep in the
trench, a support ship accom-
panvihg the probe reported
back.

In 1960, the manned US
naval sabmarine Tisste |
louched depth of 10,912 e
ires at a_dilferent location in
the area

Agency officials said ultra
sound = measurements by
Japan's coast guard suggested
the maximum depth in rthe
challenger deep rmight b
10911 metres. [t said the
one-meltre difference was
probably the margin of error
for technical equipnmient at that
Hhime

(1000 kidneys renwved‘without donors’ knowledge in India)

home in hepal.

The 24-year old who was
ill for a month after the opera-
tion, said at least 20 of his
neighbours had sold their kid
rHYS.

"The money
liguor." Shah said.

Public health experis and
social welfare workers who
helped draft the new legisia
tion hope it will end the organ
trade and wipe oui the flour-
ishing community of "dalals” or
middlemen, who put buyers in
touch with prospective donors.

Unlike Shah and other
donors who agreed to the re-
moval and sale of their kid
neys, Chakolekar, the cook,
did not know his left kidney
had been removed in 1989 by

went 0on

. hominations, including best actor, best director and best
. picture.

— AFP/UNB phote |
e , : X
What a way to show school’s
e : :

~ punishment methods ! |

PHOENIX: A private school headmaster forced a §
prospective student te undress and kneel while he ;
the 15-year-old girl with a paddle to demonstrate the school's
corporal punishment methods, police say. reports AP. .

. Michael William Wetton was jailed without bond on
suspicion of child abuse, kidnapping and dggravated, assault.
Hé already faces trial next month for allegedly bruising a9
vear-old student during a paddling.
Police said & woman brought her 15:year-old daughter to
Connacht Academy Chrislian School on Fc'bruﬁrjr 24
because she was considering enrolling her there,
~ According to the account they gave police, Wetton took the
girl into a rpom alone, hdd  her strip to her underwear and '
paddled her once, explaining he wanted her to understand
corparal punishinent before she enrolled. -

She cried and tried to get away, and Wetton forced her to
strip naked and hit her twice more, palice keports indicated.
He also ordered her to bow down and recite the. Lord's
Prayer, police said. :

The girl's mother heard her daughter crying and went to -
her, witnessing part of the beating. but was tbo, frightened to
Stop it. said detective Brent Vermeer. She contacted police
after getting photos developed of her daughter’'s bruises,

Wetton, 41, and his wife are the only teachers at the
school, which' promises strict discipline and high academie

standards. Parents must sign a release from allowi addling
as discipline, ‘ i o

'Priest’ is an insultto
- Roman Catholics

NEW YORK: ‘The meovie "Priest” is an insult te Roman
Catholics. and releasing it on Good Friday is like rubbing salt
into wounds, says the head of a Catholic groun, The studio
says it Is considering changing the release date, reports AP,

The Catholic League called Thursday for such a change.
The 200.000 member independent lay group also urged Walt
Disney. Miramax's parent company, to dissaciate ftself from
the film.or face a campargn to tarnish its "family” image. ,

The movie portrays several clergymen in - England,
including an uncaring bishop, a gay ptiest torn over how to
stop a meniber of the congregation from sexually abusing his
daughter and a priest who is sleeping with his female
housekeeper. &

The Hlm's general release date is April 14, which is Good
Friday. the day Christians cornemorate the death of Jesus. It
was to open this Friday in Los Angeles and New York.

L] ] 1
A witch indeed |

LUSAKA: A woman who réportedly admitted murdering
seven ol her children and eating parts of their flesh was
sertenced Friday to six menths #n jail for illegal witchcraft
pracices, reports AP y

Magistrale Kenny Mwapnangumbi said that the 60-vear-old
woman Filita Mashilipa. may be tried later for murder
depending on police investigations at her village in remote
weslern Zambia, :

Police have said that Mashilipa confessed to killing seven
of her nine children. They seized devices Lhal she said
enabled her to fly, and said that she claims the power (o tum
people Into midgets. :

Economisc hardship in the region has been blamed for an
dpparent resurgence in superstition and witcheraft,

- Street protests
banned in ROK

da {]U{'HH' “;II"I.'I.']' f‘xﬂ.minfd hI'IT‘i SEOLIL Muar 4]'5 S{]U[h
for a stomach ache and said he Korean Prime Minister Lewe
had found a tumour which had Hong Koo hanned street
to be removed protests as students and

"For four years after that,
everylhing WaS fine.”
Chakolekar told Reuters

"l went back home. After
some time | found it difficult
to climb stairs or lift heavy
weights. So | went to hospital
for a’ check-up jn 1993. That's
when | found out.” .

Poiice said they had ar
rested the well-known city
doctor who operated on
Chakolekar, as well as the man
who introduced them

They are being held on
charges of grievous bodily in-
jury and cheating.” a police ol
ficial said

handicapped peddlers clashed
with police today over the bedy
of a vendor who burmt himself
in anger over a crackdown on
push -carts. witnesses said, re-
ports AFFP

Some 150 protestors scuf-
fled with riot police in front of
Kangnam puolice station in
southern Seoul where police
impounded a truck with the
body of the peddler. 37-year- °
old Chot Jung-hwan

Cholt, a disabled peddler,
died on Tuesday pl severe
burns 12 davs afler _he com-
mitted sell imimolatdon to

protest crackdowns on push
cart vendors



