The Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali

Dhaka, Sunday, March 26. 1995

Substan(;e Versus Form

As we step into the 25th year of our indepen-
dence we reach a water-shed — one of momen-
tous significance in our tryst with destiny. When
the undying embers of freelom crackled into a
fiery freedom struggle, in the face of an unheard-
of genocide. our moment of glory was made then
and there. Re-discover as we did our inner
strength as a cohesive people. Essentially thou
it was a trial we took on — against stunning odds.
The triumph came at the end of a nine-month-
lunf war. At how heavy a cost we know all too
well to be only obliged to pay our debts to the
martyrs, crippled and the dispossessed! In build-
ing the promised land, where do we stand?

e picked up some laurels down the road but
our trial continues and that also unfortunately be-
cause we have failed to build on our initial advan-
tages. So it is with a mixed sense of triumph and
trial that we greet this year's Independence Day.

Quarter of a century is no ﬁmaﬁetime-pcri
the life of a nation. viewed in the context of how
rapidly some countries nearer home have
changed their "lot. Such natiens unshackled
themselves. from alien gule about the same time
we did and their economic conditions were also
comparable with ours — at birth. Yet they are now

streets ‘ahead of us in_termg of political stability
~and economic ]gmwth. They did not even have our

high degree of national metivation on reaching
statehood, our familiarisation with democracy.
steeped in history, and above all, the remarkable
homogeneity of our people. We have allowed
these extra-ordinary vantage-points to be lost
through a maze of pretentious and spurious poli-
tics that sent democratic institutions crumblin
- down to pieces. We got leaders not' by natur
choice but by manipulated imposition.

Though our economic challenges looked
formidable, these are at least sought to be faced
under a free market economig system that all the
major political parties are expressly weeded to.
The social problems have no doubt been over-
. whelming, at times perhaps debilitating, but
there too, we have displayed a certain sense of
direction, a new determination, so to speak, in
addressing them.

~ But we are stuck in politics and that too not of
substance, but of form. Because polity-wise, we
have evolved full cycle back to 4 parliamentary
form of government from what turned int
BAKSAL-type presidential rule in 1974 followe
by a presidential system as adopted by Ziaur
- The question to ask today is: how long will the
nation, suffer through the wrangling over form
only when we basically hrave what we need to turn
a corner? - L& o |
. UN Role |
. A five-day regional conference of the World
.Federation of the United Nations Association
(WFUNA) in Asia and the Pacifi¢c — the fifth of its
kind — is in progress in the city, Prime Minister
- Khaleda Zia inaugurated the meet on Friday say-
ing that in the post-Cold War era, the role the
United Nations has ‘increased instead of
diminishing. The developing world would get a
better deal if the UN played its due role in the
changed context. | |

_ The’ Prime Minister's reference to ethnic and
localised conflicts across the Nglube should drive
home the mess that the UN es incapacity
to deliver the goods is all too manifest and some-

_ must be done about it. Peace in this world
'is elusive because there are social discrimina-

tions, racial and religious intolerance and clashes

- of interests. The removal of the threat of the Cold

-War has not brought any extra benefits for the.

poor nations. . b & | _
The United Nations' reputation got seriously

dented in Somalia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. In
Afghanistan and Chechnya too the'UN role has

been far from satisfactory. Its military role for
- peacekeeping should perhaps come under seri-
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operation between the developed and dgveluping-

_nations has to be recognised. The hope that the
~avoidance of a huge ex ture on armament

will releasé enough resources to foot the bill for

- education and health in the
‘hot materialised. .
- However, -there is a golden eppo

poor countries has

rtunity to pﬁnl

resources within the industriglised world for the

- sake of attacking poverty,*malnutrition and illit-
eracy _
Instead, the developed countries themselves are

~enmeshed in a trade war between themselves.

- With little staying power, the-developing coun-
tries are finding themselves at the receiving end.
Such trade conflicts should by all means be
avoided. At the same time the UN bodies must

- to evolve new strategies to t the common ills
—in the less developed countries. The conference

“now being held can take coordinated pro-
gramines on a regional basis. »

- Fighting Cancer

. The high incidence of cancer in Bangladesh
~can be measured by the statistics that 150,000
people die of it each year while 2,00,000 new

cases are reported annually. For a country with
little facility for the treatment of this disease,

this is a nightmarish picture. Once someone falls

victim -to 'this disease, he or she has hardly any

chance of survival. .Of course, some minor cases

are curable through

" lucky enough

operation.. But for those not
. death seems to be the only option.

. Family and Health Welfare Minister has called |
for dealing with the disease by raising awareness

level of the people against it. But we consider it
- differently. Keeping to the rules of health and hy-
giene is no doub
eases at bay. - i
The preventive rules about cancer are more
denfanding than these are in regard to other dis-
eases. The question therefore arises: where sim-

ple rules are neglected, the complex ones are not

going to be so easily followed by the general
po ce. The facilities that can help reduce the
- risk of cancer are almost absent. Smoking is yet

to be contained. Playgrounds, parks, gymnasiums
etc are a rarity. Then we have been contributin

to the degradation of our atmosphere an
~environment at a rapid pace. These are not going
to help the cause. c .

So the preventive steps are really daunting.
‘The curative measures are almost equally chal-
lenging. But there are some ways of treatment,
notwithstanding their high cost. At least the
health minister can take care of this by creating
more treatment facilities for cancer. 2

in -

in the backward parts of the planet.

a virtue that helps keep dis-

| crimes

~Russian art

T

HE tall of communism.
a cause for much satis-

wesl, produced in Easiern
Europe and the former Soviet
Unionr an interlyde of ecstasy
“lollowed by years of pain, It is a
region in ferment pulled in
opposing directions. Bosnia — =
where a pluralistic and non-
sectarian polily confronts
naked [ascisin aided ironically
by the ‘liberal west —

symbolizes this transition. The
destruction of Grozny and
brutalization of .the Chechen
people by Boris Yeltsin's Russia
Is the latest portent ol greal

human tragedies — ongoing
And in the making.

Russia. still a country of
eight time zones and enor-
mous resources, is the epicen-
ter of this troubled world.
European and American ap-
peascment of Serb aggression

is but one evidence of the im-
portance the great powers at-
tach o winning' Russian
goodwill Their measured re-
sponse (o Russian atrocities in
Chechnya is another - This too
is iromic as Russian s centrality
in defining the prospects of
mankind is underlined at the
very moment ol its collapse as
a great power. We do not know
which way the wounded bear
shall tum.

Russian's instincts are di-
vided — humane and thought-
ful on the one hand. chauvin-
ists and deadly on the other.
Above, 1 wrole "Boris Yeltsin's
Russia” because | see two
Russias co-existing uneasily;
and a third leaning now to one
stde - now to another. First,
there is the Russia of people
like Sergei Kovalev, the
Kremlin appointed Commi-
ssioner for Human Rights who
went to Grozny last December
when Yeltsin ordered the
assault on Chechnya's capital.
There he lived in a dingy fifth-
floor apartment without heat

or water: and defied Yeltsin's

orders to return to Moscow,
For weeks he hore the
bombings., witnessed the
wanton destfuction — civilians
killed, the cily incinerated.
When ' the Kremlin ordered
him to stgp briefing the pfess.
he defied again and
persistently brought his gov-
ernment's atrotities to the at-
tention of an indifferent world.

In opposing the Kremlin's
against humanity,

Sergei Kovalev was not alone.
By most estimates a majority of
Russians oppose Yeltsin's war.
Among the thousands who
turned up for the anti-war
demonstlration in Pushkin
Square — there a small group

of dissidents had in 1968
protested the Soviet interven-

tion in Czechoslovakia — were
nearly all the luminaries of
and literature.
Elena Bonner, widbw of the
physicist Andrei Sakharov de-
scribed the war on the
Chechens as "return to totali-

faction in the capitalist

tarianism” and said that “a
democratic country cannot
keep by armed force an’ethnic
group that does not want to
remain in it.” Pormer prime
minister Yegor T Gaidar.
leader of the ruling coalition in
parliament and reputedly a
shrewd politician, described
Yeltsin's Chechnya invasion as
"a massive military crime.”
Some of Russia's most se-
nior Generals have openly op-
posed this war. General
Edouard Vorabyev., Deputy
Commander of the land forces,
refused to lead the army's as-
sault on Grozny: he was de-
moted. to Reserve duty.
General Gromov, one of
Russia's most respected offi-
cers, publicly criticized the
military's "barbaric methods”,
thus jeopardizing his promo-

tion as the next head of the

Russian army. Yeltsin dis-
missed six senior Generals for
their opposition to the war;
three of them held the post of
Deputy Defense Minister. They
were Georgi Kondratyev,
Viktor Mironov, and Boris
Gromov who had led the with-
drawal of Russian forces from
Alghanistan.

To the right is the Russia of
Viadimir Zhirinovsky, leader of
the Liberal Democratic Party
which is not liberal and not
democratic. Long a figure of
ridicule, he should be taken
seriously as symbolizing this
other Russia — bigotted, racist,
authoritarian, and expansion-
ist. Like all demagogues of his
stripe, he is hooked on his-
tory, geography and ethnicity,

and manipulates, misrepre-

sents, and appropriates all
three. An avowed atheist — still
the .popular thing to be in
Russia — he supports Serbian
aggressioh on religious
grounds: "... all the barbarians
who had settled on the sacred
Serbian soil have to accept Lhe
fact his land belongs to the
Serbian people, or leave it."
"The Baltic” he wrote, "are
Russian land... There will be no
Lithuanians, Latvians and
Estonians in the Baltic. 1 will
act like Hitler in 1932. As for
Poland, "It isn't a state really.
It is a Russian province.” As an
Asian power Japan is a threat

- o western supremac?' it must
be wiped out with "new

Hiroshimas and Nagasakis."
* Zhirinovsky's plan for Chechen
and other minorities is also
straightforward: Russia must
“deal with ethnic minorities as
Americans did with the
Indians, and Germany with the
Jews." ’ ‘
Zhirinovsky ofien changes
his line according to what he
“thinks his audience would like.
In the United States last
November he denied that he
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BBC and VOA

. 5ir. In Bangladesh there is a
large audience for British Bro-
adcasting Corporation (BBC)
and Voice of America (VOA).
-BBC World Servicé Radio and
Television programmes are
also relaved everyday for a
fixed timne by Radio Bangladesh
and the Bangladesh Television.

These show that BBC and VOA .

are very much trusted by our
people. So also the case of

" CNN. But some receni happe-
‘| nings raise in our mind the

questions: are Lhese organi-

sations quite “eareful "about’

what they broadcast or publish
| (in their various documents)

regarding Bangladesh or its
neighbours and can they be
trustedk any more if it is seen

that they are not bethered -

about accuracy? ! am sorry to
say that BBC has been indeed
negligent  in - this matter,
Kindly allow me to show some
examples.

= 11} 1 have seen a 1995 diary

of ‘the BBC World Service
which has a map of South Asia

along with maps of the Werld,
England and the continents
and in’ this map the Indian

state ol Meghalaya has been

shown as a part of Bangladesh
both in writing as well as in
the drawing of the boundary of
Bangladesh and 'hdia. -

(2) On last January 20, in a
news programme of BBEC World

Service Television's Asia Today

the newscaster was interview-

ing the BBC correspondent in -

Bangladesh, Mr Galpin, on the

summoning of our parliament

the previous day by President
Abdur Rahman Biswas and the
newscaster referred to the
President by the feminine
gender pronouncing "She".
This showed the ignorance of
the BBC's newscaster and her
reluctance to gain proper
knowledge about South Asia
althongh she was taking part in
a programme about this area.

.H_I"[BI On last 15th or 16th

February BBC World Service
Television broadcast a report
from Mr Galpin on the labour
agitations in which he said twe

demonstrators had been killed

whereas by then it was known

| that at least four persons had

been killed in police firing and
beatings at Ghorasal and
Dhaka. :

(4) On 17th February BBC
World Service Television and
Radio broadcast an interview
with controversial woman
writer Taslima ‘Nasrin. They
described her as "exiled wri-
ter’” whereas the fact is that

e e
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she went abroad and is staying
abroad by her own desire, that
none had forced her (o leave
the country.

(5] And the Bangladeshi
correspondent of BBC who re-
ports in Bengali,- has been
continuously putting out bro-

adcasts suggesting that at
violence was about to br out

regarding the demand of the
opposition parties for a neutral
- caretaker government. His
report of 19th December last .
used a quotation of Mr Tofael
Ahmed. Awami League leader,

. "hartal . programme may start
from 29th and this programme
will continue as long as the
government does not fall.”

‘Again on 23rd December the
BBC Bengali Correspondent
broadcast a report- saying, "An
opposition source has infor-
med that after the resignation
they will not give breathing
time to the government.” Even
the correspondent had. repor-
ted on 17th January, regarding
the numerous cracker blasts
on the Shab-e-barat night, "It
is not difficult to understand
from last night's activities that

. If clashes hegin for some rea-
son then there will not be a
shortage of ammunition.” For-

»tunately, for the people of
Bangladesh., nothing of that

- kind of violence has as yet oc-

'S

. curred.

I hope | have been able to
demonstrate that for some
reason or other BBC is no
longer able to maintain its ac-
curacy, objectivity and balance
——qualities for which it became

- famous and qualities to achieve
which in earlier days BBC cor-
respondents had even em-
braced martyrdom and impris-
onment. ' ' x

VOA too has committed
blunders, like reporting that
three persons had died on a

~day in clashr between police
and demonstrators when actu-
ally none had died and the
clash too was shortlived. Also,
while reporting on the gherao
programme of the opposition
in front of the Prime Minis-
ter's secretariat the VOA said
that it had taken plage in front
of her house. This was far from
the truth at least as far as the
Prime Minister's residence is
from her office.

We hope BBC and VOA will
be respectful to the Bangla-
desh! audience and give them
accurete news about their
country.

R Ahmed -
Topkhana Road. Dhaka

L
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had sent off commandos to
help Saddam Hussain s "noble
cause” and blow-up US ships:
“they were tourists” he iIn-
sisted. Similarly, he denied his
own written words about
Peland, the Baltic, or nuking
Japan as "total falsehood”: but
sensing his audience's an-
tipathies he offered: "watch out
for the Chinese and Muslims "
Muslims are an obsession of
Mr Zhirinovsky who grew up
in Kazakhastan.

This obsession is the cen-

ter- e of his book. Last Dash
To South. The Director of

the Library of Congress, histo-
rian James Billiongton finds it
‘in some respects psychologi-
cally an everi more unstable
work than Mein Kampf" The
purpose of the "last thrust”,

. says Vladimir Zhirinovsky is

"to liberate the world from war
which always begins in the
South.” He invokes the threat
to the western world "from the
direction of Teheran which ig
constructing plans for the pan-
Islammic seizure of vast territo-
ries, from the direction of
Ankara where plams for a
greater Turkic state were pre-
pared long ago.” He believes
that "Russia’s true and historic
role and destiny. is to protect

Christianity from the Musiim

threat.” He would proceed
with mission mederately. step
by step: first reconquer and
abolish the Central Asian re-
publics: then conquer the re-

gion from “Karachi to
Constantinople.”
One should note

Zhirinovsky's ultimate dreams:
'l dream of the day when
Russian soldiers can wash
their boets in the warm waters
of the Indian Ocean.” The ob-

jective. of course. is peace:
"The sound of the bells of

Russian Orthodox churches on

the shores of the Indian Ocean’

and the Mediterranean will
bring peace to those people.”
Mr Zhirinovsky hopes the US
would see the advantage in
sharing the world with a re-vi-
talized Russia: "It is like fwe
girls and two biokes. The men
have to decide which -girls is
-theirs and then there are two

couples; everything is
fmendly.”
Don’'t laugh! This clown

represents something just as
did the one with the butterfly
moustache six decades ago,
and just as do Serbia's
Milosevich, Karadzic, and
Mladic. He embeodies the dark
side of Russia. and knows also

Russia's Tormented Soul

by Egbal

the dirty secret of western
leaders who appease Serbian
genocide of Bosnian Muslims
and promote sectarian sche-
mes in the Balkans and
Palestine while ringing alarm
bells of an Islamic threat to the
world. Like most dangerous
opportunisis Zbirinovsky plays
on a people's feelings of humil-
lation. speaks the language of
stark simplicity, apd affects a
populist posture. "In  a rich
country”. he says, "My pro-
gramme will not go dewn well.
But in a poor and embittered
country like Russia this ts my
golden hour.” So he has been
making waves, and with -each
success compels Russia num-
ber three — of Beris Yeltsin
and the ambitions which sur-
round him — and his western
allies to accommodate the
agenda of Vladimir Zhirino-

vsky

In the 1991 presidential

election Zhirinovsky surprised

the world by winning 7.5 per
cent of the total vote. In the
1993 parliamentary elections
his party won the largest bioc
of seats in the parliament.
polling 23 per cent of popular
votes. His following among
Russia's disaffected military is
known to be strong: and Lhe

former’, KGB suspected of
propping his movement.

Yeltsin is obviously re-
sponding to the challenge by
appropriating Zhirinovsky's
prograniu item by ftem. Four
vears .ago he was mindful of
"IslAmic seusilivities” and
withheld open suppart for
Serbia. Now he has abandoned
that pretense. For tweo years
Yeltsin heeded liberal counsel™
againsl precipitating war in
Chechnya: then inched toward
it througheout 1994 unitil
December when he lavached a
war of extermination along
lines suggested by Zhirinovsky.
In 1991, Yelisin upheld the
right of free press. in 1994 the
Russian press and ihe govern-
ment were dlready 1 adds.

As lor the United Stales
and allies. in the days when
Mikhail Gorbachev was their
Favoured Russian leader. they
used (o dismiss ‘Boris Yeltsin as
a "drunken lout”. When he put
Grozny to fire. Clinton's White
House declared that Chechnya
was Russia s “Internal affair”.
On January 20, when Moscow
annbunced that the Chechen
capital had fallen affter forty
days of unequal battle. the New
York Times reportied the wis-
dom at thé White House:
Yeltsin and his aides must be
‘supported. strengthened. and

taken seriously.” Obviously. the
® lout” is now their “pet”
Viadimir Zhirinovsky awails

s turn, Is lie kosher?

Untying the Gordian Knot of Our Politics

. A SERIES OF INTERVIEWS AND ARTICLES ON THE
Interview of Trade Union Leaders by Nazmul Ashraf

’Di_smspect to Democratic System is Root of the

i

CISRKRESPECT 1 detno
riflic system by the
political parties was the

rool of present political stale-
mate. said Abul Bashar adding
that proper democratic prac-

"The Political Stalemate has Deepened Ego

CURRENT POLITICAL

Stqlenmte"

Abul Bashar, Convener, Patkal Sramik Karmachari Sangram Parishad and

Central Leader, SKOP

tice within the party and with
other parties was a must for
political stability and siable
governing system.

Even after four years of the
restoration of democracy, a
democratic culture was nol
developed due to lack of
democratic values aod beliels

ii1 the major political parties,
he noted. :

The present BNP govern-
ment has lost credibility to
cach and every section of the
society because of its obsti-
nacy. indecision and ineffi-
ciency
it was also because of the ab-

. he said and added that ~

sence of farsightedness of the
ruling party th&t the country
was now plunged into a deep
Crisis.

Terming the opposition's

demand for a caretaker gov- -

ernument (o hold the next gen-
eral elections as logical. the

trade union leadér commented

that the Prime Minister should
have accepled

much earlier. But the PM had

killed time and made the
polijical situation further

complicated, he said.
Bashar suggested that solu-
tion of the problem was still
s&ible if the PM initiated a
resh round of talks witli Lhe

caused by the capitalist
countries and the pro-capita-
lism world agencies that were
gradually grabbing the econ-
omy of the country., said

" Abdullah Sarkar.

The noted labour leader
said that expanding control of
the imperialist forces over the
natienal economy and the
adoption of so-called open

market economic policy by the
ruling party as well as by the

parties expecting to be in
power some day had caused a
deep crisis in the country's
agricultural and industrial
sectors, The political stalemate
on the carelaker government
issue had deepened the eco-

, | nomic crisis, he added.
in which the politician says. |

The prolonging political

crux was also blecking the way
for nstitutionalising the nas-
cent democracy. Sarkar opi-
neqd and blamed the ruling and
major opposition parties for

~creatling the problem and
keeping it unresglved only to—

serve their identical purposes
under the existing economic
sysiem that was by no way suit-
able for the toiling masses.

The non-suitability of the
present economic system had
been proved under the rule of
BNP which had apparently
failed to change the lot of the
common people he said

adding. "Rights of the working
class won't be protected by a

- mere change of a party in the

power. A change in the eco-
nomic policy conducive to the

- working class can only stop

exploitation in the society."

The SKOP leader blamed
the ruling party for attempting
to cling to power and the op-
position. especially the Awdmi
League. for striving to go to
power at any cost. "Such prac-
lices were harming the hard-
earned democratic process
and barring it from being insti-
-tutionalised.” he noted, "It
seems ,people's struggle for
democracy had gone in vain.”

On the way out of the crisis.
Sarkar viewed that a settle-

ment of the caretaker issue
only could help the people to
have an atmosphere for identi-
fying their problems and to
have those resolved. For a
permanent solution, he sug-
gested the people would have
to look for an alternative fonce

which could really give them
: |

the demand ‘

. Sy
nomic Crisis
Abdullah Sarkar, Central Leader, SKOP and President, Samajtantrik Sramik Front

- HE root of the on-going
I political - imbroglio was

‘opposition with broader out-
look. Un the question ol black
money, the laboar jeader ac-
cused all the major parties in-

cluding the BNP. the Awami
League and the Jatiya Party fgp
nominating black money-hold-
ers to contest elections since,
he said, the major parties were
one way or other obliged to
such people. :

In this regard, he regret-
ted. the Khaleda Zia govern-
ment did net take any action
against the bank defaulters de-
spite publishing a list of the
defaulters soon after she came

Lo power.
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economic [reedom. The left -
parties. dedicated to the ma--
" jority working class. can be the
substitute,” he allirmed.
StresSing the need for an
immediate solution to the per-
sisting political disaster, Sar-
ker warned, "Otherwise anti-
democratic forces may capture
state power." %
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should Accept the Caretaker Gout Demand"

i et
:':'_I:".

' R Wajedul [Istam Khan
ajd the current poli-
tical crisis was caused

by the ruling BNP's rejection of
the Opposition's 'legitimate de-
‘mand for a caretaker govern-
ment 1o conduct the next
Egn#rul- elections.

However, he equally blamed
the upposition parties for the

- Lutfur Rahman, Joint

'Ruii_ng Party

" attitude to the

inefficiency,
of commitments

UTFUR Rahman ident-
_ I ified BNP government's

bstindcy,
breaching

with political parties, professi-

onal groups, student comm-
unity and trade union bodies
and politicising the adminis-
tration as reasons behind the
current political” stalemate.

‘I wish the elected govern-
ment of Khaleda Zia complete
its termn but | believe the
nascent democracy won't be
harmed if the present gov-
ernment is removed by the
Opposition now agitating with
a legitirgaie demand — a non-
party interim administration io
supervise the next general
election,” he Lold.

" viewed that

Dr Wajedul Islam, General Secretary, Trade Union Centre and Coordinator, SKOP

way they had pushed up the
demand i.e. the en masse res- '

ignation from the Parliament. |

. In this context, Dr Wajed
the - Opposition
should have continued pres-
sure on the government.
through a simultaneous agita-

“tion in and outside the Parlia-

ment. The en bloc resignation
had further complicated: the
way for resolution of the politi-
cal crux, he said adding that
the governing party could have
avolded such an undesirable
situation by showing a liberal
tion.

To get rid of the crisis. he
said, the ruling party must
broaden its outlook. accept the

caretaker government’ demand
and then arrange a sitting with

the Opposition to finalise the

formation of such government.
[ » E

On the question of next
genc'ral polls, Dr Wajed viewed
that it could be held as per,
schedule provided ¢he BNP ac-
cepted the caretaker issue
right -now. Otherwise, the
party in power would have to
quit in the face of opposition
agitation making an early palls
inevitable. .

The Election Commission
needed full cooperation of the
political parties and an author-
ity to exercise it {authority) to
unhindered, he said adding it
was only possible with a non-
party government in power.

Commenting on the mea-
sures envisaged by the EC bill
passed, Dr Wajed said: "What-
ever powers the EC were given
and whatever sieps were

‘ "BNP should Overbome the Crisis thmdgh Dialogue"

The ball was now at the rul-
ing BNP's court and only BNP
could rid the nation of the
crisis by arranging a dialogue
with the Opposition to finalise
the composition of the pro-
posed caretaker government,
he viewed.

Besides, he added, the gov-
ernmen!t should dissolve the
crippled’ Parliament and an-

nounce the schedule of an.

early elections.

Speaking on the indepen-
dence and authority of the
Election Commission (EC},
Lutfur demanded removal of
the Chief Election Commission
as '‘he had lost credibility
especially after his role in
handling the controversial

Convener Patkal Sramik Karmachari Sangram Parishn-d_

Magura by-poll. | ]
Commenting on the EC hLill
passed, he said the new provi-
sions provided by the EC bill
was not enough to eénsure lair-
ness of a poll. Neutrality of 1the
election conducting persons
should also he guaranteed.

He also recommended
strict laws 1o punish the polls
offenders and quick disposal ol
the election-related cases. He
added. violators of election
rules should be declared unfi
for the next consecutive elec
lions. "No step can work ntil
the election is held under a
neutral governipent, " he said

Solution to the lingering
political stalemate is wvery

taken, those weres bound to
yield no good resuits with a
political party conducting the
elections. All-out gooperation
of the political parties and sin-
cerity of the administrative
machinery with a non-political
government in power can only
guarantee a free, fair and
peaceful election.”

. “upporting the EC move to .
intr\ duce Identity .Cards and a
database elettion system. the

SKOM leader said that these

would eontribute a lot in de-

termining fairmess of an elec-

tion.

According to him, the use
of black money still remains
the biggest factor influencing
the polls. He suggested stern
action against the candidates
using black money.

v b gnessithile piovided the
Prijive Minister showed sTatles
manship atid acted responisibly
in handling the national ssues

and dealing with oppuasition
parties



