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Delhi today

top waichdog body. the Con-
trol Yuan. impeached a mayor

spect public safety standardss.
Lee Sheni.
said on state radio.
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Sino-US defence meet next week:

1S and Chinese detence otficials will ineetr in Washington
next week to discuss China's military strategy. foree structure
and budget. the Defenge Department said on Thursday,
Reuter reports [rom Washington |

It said the assistant chiet of the: Chinese Peoples Liberation
Army. Lieutenant-General Xiong ‘Guankai, will lead the Chi
nese delegation and will brief Detence Secretary William
Perry on those subjects during o visil on Monday through-
Wednesday

3 more executed in Singapore: .

number of drug traffickers executed in Singapore surpassed
100 on Friday when two foreigners and a Singaporean were
hanged for sinuggling in heroin and cannabis, AP reports
from Singapore | : _
The executions raised to 102 the number of people
hanged in Singapore for drug trafficking. which attracts the
mandatory death penalty. Hanging is also compulsory for
murder and robberies involving lirearns. :

L] L ] ] .

42 pilgrims drown in China: s
42 Buddhist pilgrims drownecl after their overloaded boal
capsized on a reservoir in southern China, a report sald on
Friday. AFP, reports from Beijing. :

More than 70 pilgrims. on their way to a mountain temple
in Jiangxi province on Sunday. had crowded onto the wooden
ferry to get across the reservoir, the Wen Hui daily said.

13 die in Russian roof collapse: LeadeI‘S ca]]. On

Thirteen people were killed and 14 injured when the roof of
a workshop collapsed on Thursday at a steel plant in southern
Russia, a Civil Defence spokeswoman said, Reuter reports
from Moscow. _

Two workers were still missing after the accident at the
Taganrog plant near Rostov-On-Don: Lo

Quake shakes Taiwan: a undersea,

earthquake measuring 5.7 on the open-ended Richter scale

rocked Taiwan on Friday, but no damage or casualties were ,

immediately reported, the Central Weather Bureau said. AFP

reports from Taipei. | |
The tremor struck at 12:13 pm (0413 GMT] and shook
high-rise buildings across the island. the bureau said.
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. Russiun saldicrs sit on the ground guairding the road on
which refugees are returning to Grozny from the region of
~ Urus-Martan on Wednesday.

Cholera claims 10,000: A croiera epi

~— AFP/UNB photo

Tashim:a Na=reen (R) s welcomed by French Government Minister: President "Lourette
Qkelinx:in Brussels prior to taking pm;t:jn'a women's conference at Brussels

on Thursday.
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L ‘:_t(') boycott elections

v NEW DELHI, Mar 24 Two

prominent Kashmiri Muslim °
today denounced -

leaders ]
moves by the Indian authori-

lies to hold elections in the

troubled state and called on
Kashmiris to beycott the polls,
reporis AFP. o

"Elections and selectipns
‘have ylelded no results in
Kashmir since 1947."
the Himalayan state acceded to
India, said Shabir Shah, 41‘2'.
one of the Kashmir ‘l.'ﬂl]nf'~:-,r'sr
most popilar leaders.

He said the Indian govern-
ment's eagerness to hold elec-
tions in Kashmir to pick a local
government was an attempt "to
hoodwink the international
community which has started
pressuring India over human
rights vielations."

1 will fight meoves to hold
elections by giving a boycott
call.” said Shah, who was in

New Delhi for meetings with .

Indian leaders’and diplomats.
"The only election we want
is 'to determine the future of
the -state, whether it should
join Pakistarn or remain inde-

when -

pendent.” | i
Shah's comments came a
day after India's Chiel Election
Commissioner T N Seshan said
electiorm tg pick a new local

*government in Kashmir would

be held by July 18, when the

existing federal rule over’ the

staté expires. i
Seshan said he would begin

work on polls inh Kashmir —

where a bloody Muslima sepa-
ratist campaign has left more
than 10.000 people dead since
1989 — after the conclusion of
polling on March 28 in the

eastern siate of Bihar.
"The nioment we finish

(the) election process-in Bihar,
we will start it in Jammu and
Kashmir since .the wvoters
[there) can no longer be de-
prived of voting rights.” the of-
ficial said. : s

It was the first announce-
ment on-Kashmir by Seshan,
whose autonomous election
commission holds elections to
federal parliament and state
assemblies. :

Kashmir, where the |ast
.state assembly polls were held
in «1987.-has been under fed-

-said Geelani,

Erc';&l_ rule -5ince Jaﬁuary 1990. -
Pritre Minister PV Narasimha .

Rao said early this month that
elections might be held in the

state in Jurne or July.

Shah said:. We will, how-
ever, participate in elections
under ‘UN supervision if it is:
not determine. who will repre-
sent.Kashmir in a dialogue be-
tween India and Pakistan. :

" Syed Ali Shah Geelani, chief
of the Jamaat-i-Islami party
which favours Kashmirs mer-
ger with Pakistan, echoed
Shah's views.

“Have we Kashmiris sacri-
ficed thousands of lives for
participasing in - elections"?
asked Geelani. who is also ene

of the leaders of the All Party |}
Freedomn Conference, an f@m-

brélla grouping of 30 Muslim
separatist groups. ' .

- . o -
Elections can never Ee a

replacement for the rights of

self-determination." hé addet‘_:l-;

"We shall fight the govern-
ment s moves to hold elections
by all. means at our disposal,

Delhi.

L

how .in New *

KABUL. Mar24: The prest-
dent's top military commarnkier

s

meil.
“We found large qurantities

Pakistan backs Taliban ?

Arabia and Pakistan. have sup-

ported various Afghan factions

{7 Tripura won't

1

.

-

NEW DELHI, Mar 24: Sri
Lankan President Chandrika
Kumaratunga is arriving here’
tomorrow on a four-day state
visit to Indja in a bid to further

cooperation with this country,
reports Xinhua. :
“India will be the first for- -
eign country she has chosen to
travel after assuming office of

the president .of Sri Lanka late

lasf year. From here she will go }

on to visit Bangladesh.

~ During her stay here, the
Sri Lankan leader Is expected
t® meet Indian President S D
Sharma, Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao and senior
ministers ‘and hold wide-range

talks on bilateral relations and

regional situation and coopera-

tion, officials here said.
_ Chandrika Kumaratunga is
also expected to brief Indian
leaders about the peace pro-
cess inifiated by her govern-
ment ' with the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE],
which is banned in India.

introduce TADA

AGARTALA, Mar 24: The
Tripura Home Minister Samar
Chaudhuri today said that the
Terrorist’ and Disruptive Act
(TADA} would not be intro-
duced in the state, reports

1
«enhance bilateral relations and

Replying to a ﬁuEstinn-

Chaudhuyri said that the- left
front had aiways fought for the
repeal of TADA. X '

e alleged that the centre
had enacted such acts only to
deprive people of their judicial

, rights. .

Chaudhuri said that 47 per-
sgns were arrestedein the state’

in 1992 when' the,K Congress

t)-Tujs ‘combine was in power

. and- all were {reed fwhen the

left front government had re-.

; pealed the act. _
‘Rumour of murder

~ plot against
 Saddam's son
. AMMAN. Mar 24: Friends of

asked by Ratimohan Jamatiya
- (Tujs) in the state assembly,

L

Uday Hussein, son of the lragi

President Saddam Husseirs,
denied on Thursday he had
been seriously wounded in an
assassination bid, saying in-
steacd he had undertaken a
whirl of social engagements,
reports AFEP:

Coniacted from dJordan,
they said Uday was in good
health and continued to be
seen in public in Baghdad and

TOKYO, Mar 24: As police
seized more chemicals from a
secretive religious sect on Fri-
day, the group’'s leader denied
making the nerve gas that was
used in this week's fatal attack

‘on the Tokyo subway, reports,

AP. # G % o
Police in full-body chemi-
cal-protection gear, raided
compounds belonging to the
apocalyptic Aum Shinri Kyo

cult in the western city of
-Osaka Friday - the third"

straight day -of nationwide
raids that have turned up cash
gold and chemicals linked to
production of the nerve gas
sarin. B : ;

Sarin that spread through

thé subway during Monday's

morning rush hour killed 10

people and sickened more

than 5,000. Aum ‘Shinri Kyo.
whose name means Sublime

Truth, has denied any in-

volvement.

Reports said Friday's raids
netted more chemicals, in-
cluding an agent used to neu-
tralise nerve gas. The cult’s
missing leader, Shoko Asahara,

sald im a videotape sent to

Japanese television that the
chemicals were used for manu-

facturing plastic, ceramics and
~ pesticides. i

“l don't understand how
sarin could be produced by
using these materials,” said
the bearded, long haired Asa-
hara, clad in a purple robe and

. speaking .with his eyes

squinted nearly shut. He ac~

“cused authorities qf “bashing™

the sect.

o NHKW'sajd it obtained the

videotape from the group after
submitting written questions. I

. did not say when or where the -

video was made.

" marrifd in 1964, and have two sons and two daughters.

guests had departed

QM Off the Record |

One who never gets =
CHHD: Mﬁhrﬁus Mohamed, 45 years old and 400 kg in.
weight, left his flat in Alexandria for the first time in seven

. years on Thursday — with the help of 10 firemen, three offi-

cers, two stretchers and the neighbours, repbrts Reuter.
The fire brigade in the Egyptian city had to widen the door

. ‘to get. Mohamed out so that he could go to hospital for
‘treatment for ‘elephantiasis, government newspapers said

today. 4 , |
: hamad's wife Saban said he also had a large appetite, "a’

single meal is five loaves of bread, plus rice and pasta. He

never gets bored of eating.” she told the Daily Al-Gumhoria. -

Churchills separate _.
'LONDON: ‘Winston Churchill, grandson of Britain's war: °
time prime minister, has separated from his wife and a

divorce is likely. attorneys for the 2ouple say, reports AP.
.Churchill and the former Mary Caroline d' Erlanger

The couple "remain on gaod terms. but it is likely there
‘will be divorce proceedings in due course,” according to a

statement issued Thursday by the law firm Walker Martineau. |

Churchill. elected to Parliament in 1970, is the son of the
late Randolph Churchill and Pamela Harriman. curréntly the
US ambassador 1o France. : | : .

Monmients after saying 'l do’
COLOMBO: In what, conld*end up héing one of the world's

shortest marriages, a woman who had just said 'l do’ at her

wedding was kidnapped,by a former boyfriend, reports AP.
Working with six accomplices, the man burst. into the

ceremony in a crowded hall, grabbed the 18-year-old newly-

wed. pushed her-into
said. - ' LI
Even though the girl's mother managed to juinp into the
van, the jilted lover stil tried to win back. the bride's love.
When that failed, he breught the two women back at the hall.
There, the bride and her mother discovered that all the

. including the gutraged ; _
Police said Friday that the bride, whose name was with-

his van and drove away Thursday, police

. . A ' in the pockets of i hey first 1ook up arms | take part in festivities. | held. had returned home, and her family was still trying to
i " arly 10,000 people and laimed Pakistan was proyid- . O, money in t e since they Hrs P . he . | | ;
m.ﬁ:::iteén Laltrlltﬁual;lﬁr;::: Eﬂ?’aikuglc;n?:mi‘t: initial ﬂﬁb?ﬂﬂk in ;;I?nwrt aid to the Taliban  captured and killed Taliban.  against the commuunist gov- Rumours of a murder plot persuade the groom's family to take her back. ~ =
Iﬂﬂlt Lt:mUS thntrtﬁ for Diséase Control and Prevention militia. the main opposition and with the money they were  ernment ip 1979. against Uday. who runs the The abductors remained at large. -~ = -

(CDC) reported on Thursday, Reuter says from Atlanta. .

“The federal agency said the latest figures from the wquld
Health Organisation’ (WHO) show that another cholera epi-
demic caused by a newly recoegnised stirain of bacteria has
now affected 11 Asian countries from Mzlaysia Lo lndia. afflict-
ing more than 100.000 people. : _

Russia, Armenia to hold exercise:

Russia and Armenia agreed on Friday to hold joint military
exercises later this morth, marketing a new phase of d_cfencf:
cooperation between Russia and its traditional ally in the
southwestern Caucasus. a news agency said. AP reports from

Moscaw . )
Russian Defenee Minister Pavel Grachev arrdd Armenian

President Levon Ter-Petrosian were 1o inspeci the area Of1l
Fridav in the Aroravir region in southwestern Armenia. iID
kilomietres (six miles) from the border with Turkey.

Lobvious,

group in the civil war. reports

AFP. °*
Ahmad Shah Masood, tred-

- ited with masterminding the

government's recent military
victories, said the Afghan war
is likgly to drag on if foreign
countries such as Pakistan
continug 1o meddle in the
conflict

wraliban relations with the
sovernment of Pakistan... are
something that have become
' Masood said in an
interview Thursday.

Masood, considered the
most powerful man in Aigha-

distributing irr the area that
thev controlled. this created. a
questior; What is the source of
that money?” Masood said.
Masood is the de facto co-

mmander of President Burha-_
nuddin Rabbabni's - forces
though he holds no formal ti-
tle. He was in :-h?argf- of the
government’s recent offensive
tHat drove back the Taliban to
their current positlons. some

35 kilometers (21 niles) south
ol abul ;
The president s forces now
contrul all of Kabul and its sub-
urbs for the first time since ri-

Howtver, Pakistan says il 48
meutral and no longer supports
any: group. Pakistan's Prime
Minisier Benazir Bhutto says
she wants peace’in Afghanistan
so Lhe more than 2 milllon
Afghan refugees in her country
can go home.

But there has been wides-
psead speculation that some
elements in the
military afid government have
beem assistimg the Tdliban, a
previously urnﬂwn militig
that suddenly fhaterialised last
yvear ‘with a large supply of

Pakistan

Daily Babel, have abotinded apd
on, Wednesday he was said to
have been transferred by heli-
coptler to an Annnan hospital,
seridusly wounded after an as-
sassinaflion atlempl.

Bul thre reports were cate-

worically denied by offi¢ial and.

hospital sources, in the Jorda-
nian capital. |

However. they admitted
that Uday. who is ire his 30s.
had been targeted in January
along with his father in an at-
tempted ¢oup announced by
ttre Iranian . official news
agency [RNA.

Protest through excrement
NEW DELHI: A young Indian prisoner smeared a judge
with excreta at a crowded court room here, accusing him of
deélibérately keeping him in jail for two years, police said Fri-

day, reports AFP. ;

Umesh Kumar. 22, who had been led into court Thursday
by police, suddenly hurled a polythene bag filled with excreta
at metropolitan magistrate Guiruvinder Pal Singh while he

was busy reading files. police
The bag hit the stunned

Three other -judges who rushed into Singh

ces said. B
HE in the chest although he
tried to duck, smearing him and his desk with faeces.

's chamber on

hearing his protests overpowered Kumar, who had been in .
prison since his March 1993 arrest for robbery. Kumar was

later charged with contempt of court.

) nistann by manys did not wval Islamic factions ousted a h!‘-ﬂh"-;}' Wﬂﬂf{?ﬂm}’-l N — J l l' _ Kumar tnl;dr" ?ﬁdﬁ:ﬁ th;at}:jel was upset that Singh was
3 Acke - ; , ' as sal e Deliev venl e execu 10“ U m in il : : )
Romania returns Red Arm Mber: A rovide proof td support his communist government in lasood sai e u ecessaril
Jeft -wing thﬂh.rmv extremist, arrested in ania early this Elann Hlu i he said evidence 1992 and began batthng Pakistan's Interier Minister : The Times of India newspaper said the judge, determined

week was returned to Japan on Friday after 18 years as a
fugitive. police said. AFP reports from T . 3
Yukiko Ekita. 44, arrived at Narita rt near Tokyo. and
was iurmediately taken to the metropolitan police depart-
ment for questioning. Jiji Press said she had entered Romania
las! September using a [ake passport and had lived in an

apiriment tn Buchgrest,

C African FMs meet in Congo:

Foreign ministers. of 11 Central Alrican countries met in.

Congo on Thursday to discuss canflict prevention in the re-
gion. where a spate ol violence 11 Burundi has sparked fears
of killings on the scale of Rwanda. Reuter reports from Braz
Laville .

*  The Brazzaville talks are being held under the auspices of a
United Natiens permanent coensiltdiive comimitiee on secu
rity in Central Aifrica established 11 1993

2 Russians held with uranium:

Police have arrested two former Russian soldiers and seized
six kilograms (13 pounds| of enriched uranium granules
stashed in their apartment. an Interior Ministry spokesman
said Wednesday The uranium could not be used to make
hombs, he said, AP reports {rom Kiev.

The two were taken into custody Thursday after police re-

gatliered lrinn positions lpos! by

the Tabban had strenglthened

h]n bag-igd
R i

d I akistani anvolve-

among themselves.
Manv countries, including
ihie United States, lran, Saudi

Nasirullah Babar i1s the Pak-
istani official in charge of aid-
ing the Taliban

! fiEU!I"-I" Wi

rate higher
in US

. UNITED NAITONS, Mar 24:
A human rights group said that
the United States has executed
more minors than any other
country except Iraq agd possi-
bly Iran, and called on America
to ermd the death penalty for
Lconvicts under age 18, reports
AP.

. " Human Rights Watch said in
'‘a report to the United Nations
on Thursday that nine people
whose crimes were committed
when they were minors have
Leen executed in the United
Slales since 1976,

I'he group charged that the
higher than for any
vlher @ountry except, Iraq,
where at least 13 children had
been executed since 1987, and

to punish Kumar, refused to clean. himself ’fbr 45 minutes
until he was photographed for evidence, :

Mandate for UN forces in

Bosnia expires Mar 31

UNITED NATIONS. Mar 24:

The Bosnian government Lhre-
atened on Thursday to oppose.
a new mandate for the UN
Protection Faorce (UNFPROFOR)
when it expires March, 31
unless a major ‘review is con-
ducted. reports Reuter.
Presilent Alija lzetbegovic,
in -a letter to UN Secretary
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
sald that il there was no time
for a review and tougher action
by that date, the Security
Couhcil should extend Lhe ex-
isting mandate for 30 days

adding that the current man-
date had to he enforced and
the Security Council needed to
give clear direction to UN-
PROFOR. - Lo
Sacirbey said she had sup-
port from some Security Coun-
cil members. But Council
diplomats said none of the key
members, including the
‘LUnited ‘States, would support
Bosmia's position for a 30-day
rather than a six monthr exten-
sion of the mandate. 5 o
UNPROFOR currently has
nearly 40.000 troops in the

- : j- elran. where an undetermined onv. ; former Yugoslav republics of

ceived a tip from a neighbour that they were artmg sSuspi number were legally pul to {Eumua'a UN Ambassador ‘Bosnia. Croatia and Macedonia.

= . » . death. ' Muhamed Sacirbey told a press  More than half-or 22.000
on Ilrged tO ﬁ'ﬁe c'lv'l_lianﬂ: More juveniles sit on (ﬂEIft‘#ﬂlH ¢ there was a troops — are in Bosnia.

Human ts group westy International called on Thurs- deaili row in the United Sfates | “possfhijgy we would come to The UNPROFOR mandate

day for the release of some 1,000 civilians which it said the
Yangon junta had rounded up to use as forced labour along the
Thai-Myanmar border. AFP reports from Bangkok.

In an official statement obtained in Bangkok the London
based Amnesty said that half of the porters were being used at
Tachilek. a border towri where Shan guerillas attacked a junta
barrack and other installations on Monday.

Mayor impeached
for negligence

Qu«en Elizabeth 1] leans on Thursday over a hospital bed 1in Seweto
one of youngest South Africans that she

ntu get a belter View Ll-f

has met during her six-day state visit to South

Africa. Molly Mavunda an-_d' her: four-day-old sen, Casswell, were 1n the Baragwanath

* Hosptal.

AFP/UNB photo

—

that in any other country in

the- world,” the report said. '

Human Rights Wateh urged
the United Siates to abolish
rapital punishment, saying that
an immediate halt to the exe-
cution of minors should be a
step toward thatg

a conclusion that the mandate,
unless changed. should not be
renewed at all but we are
avoiding any direct threat.”
‘We are saving that we are
not in agreement, at the mo-
menl for anvthing more than a
30 day extension.” he said,

India moving fast to high-tech information superhighway

expires March 31 and the
Counctl is current devising dif-
ferent mandates for all three
countries following Croatia's
threat to expel all UN troops,
which was later rescind pro-
viding major changes were
made. ‘

UN seeks help
for refugees

in Taiwan NEW DELHI. Mar 24 India (NIC). which is sétting up more sophisticated gh-speed  perts. have set up shops In o NICNET. he said. AW SIgSA TIE SR T WA UNITED NATIONS, Mar 24:
_ , s moving fast and running  coniputer networks that blend Superhighway he said. "This  Bangalore in the southern state NIC's networl® would link  also seeking the cooperation of The. United Nations yesterday
TAIPEI, Mar 24: Taiwans alongside the United States 1n of Karnataka. often called In-

setting up a high-technology
informaton super highway thai

1ia, Azerbaijan and Georgia,

. today for negligenée over th would change the way the Set up an information highway field by the lute Primme Minis = puters 1o Gandhi and was given achieve it " " said | _ ;hrfg nElu'l_"’“].‘!‘ Bfioted by fue.

"‘“H"dm"’ gendtiest Boe. which] world works."a: genior official It year, berely one yrarafipr W Rafly Gandbi. who wan @ free hund 1 Shankic b Ses 9 I} t up a NIC has already set up«ata | moil since their establishment

== N, e Eﬁﬂm:j On dMBEmiey; repels SREHADT SRR 0. 19W. 1S i computer buff A radical free returnt. said NONET was now Il}f‘.lia would soon set up ) broadcasting tacilities. Some following the fall of the Soviet
!EW'LI Keuter. Ler an e=lection pﬂ]!’ﬂj!l!‘ Presidenti marke! - conomue reformm pro linnkeds 1o i B} Colliiries fH{"l'.l.TF}hﬂt [-.”ulld h'l'!l[.'l malke o repﬂrl! b !

Lin Po-Rung. mayor of the We are running paralle] tc Bill Thinton made gramaw launiched i 199] mn thireoagh the Arrteric an dntes video tilms  available on de- 15.000 journals with g The appeal. almed at mem-.

N the United States in setling up Fifteen cities were already — creused the momentum nels marid at homes, through com-  videographs and 1,000 jour- ber nations, will fund UN hu-

for his faflure to u1- the highway sad N Seshagin, bnked and the figure would Tiobai gomputer majors Remole corners ol the na- puters, Seshagiri said aale i th thele: Tull texts. were

chief of the government s ba

an ombudsmar:. tional Informatics Centre

veice, dala and pictures.
Seshagin said in a lecture
that NIC's Network (NIOCNET)

nse o 70 soon. he said
NIC recently launched a

has made lndia technologically
rontemporary with the US ©

Ingdia was puided inww the

making use of India s cost -eff]
cient computer software ex

dia s silicon valley
Seshagiri. who taught com-

. -
tian spanning more than 500

districts were now conriected

every college, hospital and li-
brary in India by 1998 he said.
"We are very confident we will

~ "NIC has set up a pilot pro-
ject to establish virtual reality

the American Time-Warner
INC' to catch up with a state-of-
the-art multimedia project, he

in a centralised computer sys-
tem, he sald

appealed for 118 million dol-
lars to help refugees in Arme-

manitarian programmes in the
three Caucasus nations for the
next year.
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