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fiarrister Amir-

il Islam be-

heves that an

undlerstanding

between the

ruling party

and the -

silion is not

only possible,

but also a pre-

conditien for

Amir-ul Islam. ,,,,hing & me-

aningiul democracy. Hé feels
that the Prime Minister should
‘initiate a dialogue with the

leader of the Oppeosition
clearly stating that needs

to find out a solution Lo the

- present situation with the help
of the Opposition. Full text of
his interview is on Page 4.

. Tomerrow: Inierviews of
irade union leaders Abul
Bashar. Abdullah Sarkar. Lut-
far Rahman and Wajedul Islam.

~ Inside Today

Article
Dollar's Dip: Ailing
Emperor's Failing

Currency!

Column: Beneath the
Surface
r by Abdul Bayes

Page 4

International

Leaders call on
Kashmiris to boycott
elections
Indla mmrmg f&st to
super h:ghﬂr
Page §

Business

President opens Sony
sales confee
US, India clash on
opening borders to
foreign workers
Pages 6, 7

Education

The spirit of liberation,

| and education for the poor;

52m children risk life and
limb to earn a hiving

Page 8

NEWS BRIEFS

Independence Day
Award '94 at 1 pm

The distribution ceremony
of the Independence Day
Award- 1994 will be held at
1:00 pm instead of 11:00 am at
the Osmany Memorial Hall to-
day

Young man gunned
down in city

Unidentified gunman killed
one voung man near the Kal-
abagan bus stand in the city
last night. According to Dhan-
mondi police
identified as Sayedur Rahman

the wvictim was '
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PM opens WFUNA confce in city

UN urged to protect

- interest of the poor

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday under-
scored Lthe need for an effec-

tive role by the United Nations

to protect the interest and en-

sure the security of developing
countries in a new world

- order, reports UNB.

"We now stand at the cross-

«road in our quest for world

peace and stability. Despite
muuch optimism, there still ex-

ists acute discrimination and

Iriction based on colour; race,
ethnicity and religion,” she
said.

The Prime Minister was in-
augurating the 5th Regional
Conference of the World Fede-
ralion of the United Nations
Association [WFUNA) in Asia

and the Pacific at the Osmany
Memorial Auditorium in the
city in the afternoon.

Begum Zia said the develop-
ing countries are today waging
a relentless struggle for bulild-
ing a prosperous society by
upholding national indepen-
dence and human rights and

consolidating democracy.
-~ She poinled oul that mas-

sive changes had occurred in
the geo-political scenario of
the world after the cold war.
Ethnic and regional confliets
have surfaced in many parts of
the world.

In Bosnia-Herzegovina, she
said, freedom and human ni-
ghts are being constantly mo-
lested and Muslims subjected

to . inhuman
I'EIJI'E‘SSJ.D[]

"An undeclared genocide
on the plea of ethnic cleansing
is raging through Bosnia-He-
rzegovina,” Begum Zia said and
hoped that the UN would take
more effective step to tackle
the situation.

She emphasised the need
for sincere efforts for resolving
conflicts, establishing demo-
cratic values and realising the
ideals of human solidarity and
development.

h has shown Ht:l'
goodwill by helping the UN in
resolving the existing conflicts
in different parts of the world.
"Our armed forces are playing

See Page 12 Col 4
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JFF engineers now struggling to
avert ammoma exploswn
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Farmers block
highway for
fertiliser

SIRAJGANJ . Mar 24: Thou-
sands of farmers, asking for
immediate supply of fertiliser.
put barricades at a number of
places on Bogra-Nagarbari Hi-
ghway in the district today,
and looted some 250 bags of
urea in Ullapara. police and
witnesses said. reports UNB.

Following the blockade,
raad communication between
the northern region and Lhe
capital cily was disrupted seri-
ously as nearly 200 wvehicles
were stranded at different
points of the highway for four
hours.

About 10,000 farmers. in-
viuding women and children.

See Page 12 Col 5
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The Jlmm Fertiliser ﬁmry in Tarakundl Jamalpm‘
photo by AKM Mohsin

Star

Dhaka experiences
world's highest
temperalure

The world's highesi  teni-
peratitre was recorded in
Bangladesh yesterday with the
mercury shooting up to 38.8
degree Celsius at the northern
town of Iswardi. reports UUNB.

The second highest tem-
perature was recorded at 35
degree al the Holy Makkah and
Bangkok. accordinig lo a lem-
perature chart of B3 cities of
the world released by the
American pews agency Associ-
atedd Press (AP).

Iswardi was followed by the
capital Dhaka, where the lem:
perafure was regisiered at

38.7 degrec Celsius.
See Page 12 Col 5

Bv Morshed Ali Khan
back from Jamalpur

With demands lor fertiliser
by larmers across the country
mounting. the engineers at the
Jamuna Fertiliser Factory (JFF)
are rather struggling to avert
an ‘ammonia explosion' than to
increase production.

Officials of the factory are
now working round the clock
lo repair the faulty ammonia
plant to prevent a serious ac-
cident.

"We have detected a serious
fault at the ammonia level of
the plant,” said a high official
of the factory¥ who spoke to
The Daily Star on condition
that he would not be named.

The plant should be shut

immediately to avoid danger,
he suggested. |

o]t hre explosion -

takes place, Ged forbid, life

around the factory could be se-
riously affected.” the official

See Page 12 Col 3

LDF calls half-day.
hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) has called a dawn-to-
noon hartal throughout the
country today in protest agai-
nst the price spiral of essen-
lials including rice, fertiliser
anda papers.

The 6 am to noon hartal has
also been called demanding
resignation of the government
and general elections under a
neuiral caretaker government
as outlined by the front.

A press release of the LDF
said ambulances, vehicles car-
rying newspapers, journalists
and doctors, medicine and
food shops and fire service
vehicles will not come under
the purview of hartal.

See Page 12 Col 8

Computer error downs DSE index

A dewnward rend in share

prices and a Lt in the Dhaka
Stock Exchange (DSE) com-

| puter system resulted in a ma-

jor fall of the index in the past
one week.

The DSE. however, remains
“siable” as there is enough
market to sustain the
fall of the index points, accor-
ding o market operators.

An authoritative source in
the DSE said "The present in
dex numbers shown by com-

By Shaner Khan

puter has a maximuin ol 5 per
vent flaws.

To remove the flaws, the
DSE is now installing a new
computer programme which
will be compietedl very soon”.

The DSE source f[urther
told The Daily Star. the com-
puter programme which cau-
sed the error could not be re-
placed or corrected imme-
diately because the person who
had developed the software is

not alive. The DSE had sought
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the expertise of a different
Programimer now.

The index fell by 3.86 per
cent in the past week. The
DSE closed at 792.8]1 points
Thursday last while the index
stood at 824.66 in the previous
week.

The index made a nose-dive
by 23.93 points (2.90 per
cent) Sunday and stood al
799.88 pomis from 823.79 of
the previous day — the begin-
ning of the week. It dropped
to as low as 789.41 points
Wednesday.

Although share prices had a
declining trend in the week.
the volume of trade was show-

ing an upward trend. A total of

644,896 shares and deben-
tures ‘worth Tk 144.204 mil-
Hon was traded as against
435.247 shares and deben-
tures worth Tk 80.146 million
ol the previous week. The pre-

vious week had only feur

working days due Lo a 48-hour
See Page 12 Col 6

Attack on Anwar

Hossain Manju,
Salauddin Kader

Jatiya Party leader Anwar
Hossain Manju and National
Democratic Party leader Sala-

uddin Kader Chowdhury were

attacked by miscreants in the

city early yesterday. but esca-
ped unhurt, reports UNB.

Police sald Manju. Editor of

the Daily litefaq. and Chowd-

hury were returning home in a
when

See Page 12Col §°

the miscreants
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Restore fertiliser
distribution thru'
pvt sectoriFBCCI

The Federation of Bangla-
desh Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (FBCCI) has empha-
sised that urea fertiliser deli-
veries through private sector

should be fully restored and

movement of fertiliser made
free from hazards,' reports
UNB. _

FBCCI president Salman F
Rahman has requested the
government to take the busi-
ness community into confi-
dence to improve the fertiliser

situation as "the issue requires
careful management rather

than controversies’, said an

FBCCI press release yesterday.
The [ertiliser crisis. seizure

of urea from trucks, barges or
. See Page 12 Col 1

Cement price up
by Tk 40-60 per
bag in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 24:
Price of cement has gone up
by Taka 40 to 60 per bag here
affecting construction works.

Cement iraders attributed
the price-hike to delay in the

arrival ol imported consign-

ments as well as the suspen-

sion of production °‘by local
cement factories. They. how-
ever, said the price rise is
temporary and it is sure to
come down shortly with the
arrival of ships carrying im-
ported cement.

They printed out that im-

ported cement particularly’

See Page 12 Col 4
Secularism

trampled,

says Hasina

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Mar_ 24:
Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina said here today that the
ideals of secularism enshrined
in the Constitition was tram-

- Yatter “the iiling™of-

ngihﬂ.ndhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.
© See Page 12 Col 2

@he Daily Star
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WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA, |
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

OF DIFFERENT TYPES.

NIRMAN mTEnNAﬂnHALLTu
199 TEJGAON 1/A. DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

By Staff Correapnndent

At least 12 pcm were
killed and 45 injured in sev-
eral road accidents across the
cmml.ry ﬁimﬁ'

haka Medical College
Hnspital (DMCH): Correspon- .
dent says, one Mamun, 18, was
killed when a truck hit an
auto-rickshaw in front of the
Kutubkhali High School under
Demra police station.

Mamun succumbed to his
injuries at the DMCH at 3 pm.
Five others injured in the ac-
cident were released after first

“aid.

At least six persons were
killed in another accident on
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway.
Fifteen others were critically
injured in the accident that
pccurred when a minibus and a
microbus collided at 11:45 am
yesterday near Bausia under
Gazaria thana in Munshiganj

district.

Three persen died on the -

spot. while three others suc-
cumbed to their injuries at
DMCH, according to our corre-
spondents.

The dead were identified as
Anwara, 35. her son Golam
Mostafa, 14. and minibus dri-
ver Obaidullah, 35. Identities
of those who died at the DMCH

could not be known.
Our ‘correspondent in Jhe-

nidah adds: At least five per-
sons were killed and 25 in-
jured when a Kushtia-bound
bus skidded off the road to
save a cyclist at Charmura-
ridah, three kilometres off

Jhenidah. .
The dead were identified as

Majid, 28, Yunus, 25, Shafi,
25, Mashiur, 23, and an uni-
dentified person. Of the inju-

See Page 12 Col 8

Electoral database system

80 computer firms submit
bids for enlistment

By Krishna P Roy

Some 80 computer firms
and software (raders have
submitted bids to be enlisted
lor the Election Commission'’s
work on introduction of an

clectoral database management

system.

The planned electoral
database management system
is required for issuing identity

(ID) cards Lo nearly 60 million
volers ifi the oo ﬂmf

The nexlt ;.,eut:ral elections
are due early next year.

"The commission would
NOW aSSess
aspects of the bids to deter-
mine qualified firms suitable

for the job,” said an EC official

yesterday. The last day for en-
listment was Wednesday.

=~-Haw® the official could not
say when the assessment
would be completed. It would

l need a thorough analysis and

the technical

time. he added.

The selected companies
would have' to set up a com-
puter network, prepare cus-
tomised voters’ database, col-
lect photographs of individual
voters and prepare ID cards.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
Computer Samily, in a memo-
randum to the EC recently,
called for not allowing any for-
eign {irm which is not regis-
tered in Bangladesh to do the

work since, the samity said, its

members would be able to
complete the task.

The EC is going to hold a
mode]| election in  Tongi
Paurasabha April 10 where the
voters would be provided with
ID cards. It would be the sec-
ond such model polls after that
of Dapunia Union in
Mymensingh district,

See Page 12 Col 3
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12 killed, 45 injured
in road accidents
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LGDE:I Back at
March towards
Independence

The night of March 25,
1971 was fateful, black. blood-

Etalnﬂﬂ occu-
pation army crm%

the EPR headquarters at
Pilkhana and the Police head-
quarters at Razarbagh, indis-
criminately shelling and firing,
and klﬂinﬂ BHR jawans and po-
lice personnel. The city - tur-
ned into an ‘infernal slaughter-
house with people — men,
women and children — being
brutally killed by Lhe occupa-
tion army thruug}?out the

night ... :

Manzur's murder:
No fresh arrest

By Staff Correspondent
The investigation into the
case regarding Maj Gen Abul
Manzur's alleged murder in
1981 was progressing but neo
fresh arrest was made yester-
day in this connection, CID

sources said.

'~ None was summoned to the
Malibagh office of the Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) on the day for interroga-

tion, the sources further said.
Until yesterday, Maj Gen
(retd) Abdul Latif and Lt Col
. (retd) Shamsur Rahman were
detained in the Dhaka Central
Jail, jail sources said. The
other accused, Maj (retd) Kazi
Emdadul Huq, was shifted to
Comilla jall from Dhm on

Wednesday night. -

The Chiel Metropolitan

See Page 12 Col 2
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