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Windies exact sweet revenge

The last (ime ithe Aussies

toured the Caribbean in 1991,

they became the lirst teamn Lo

clinch a one-day- series by a
convincing 4-1 margin.
However, on this occasion the
Wesi Indies came out the vic-
tors.

In the fourth one-dayer at
the Bourda Oval. Georgetown,
Guyana. the West Indies cre-
ated a world
287/5 is now the highest runs

accumulated by a team batting

second to win. The previous
record was alsp ‘held by the
Wintdies, their 285 against

bt
(AR -

el

=

record. Their

CARL HOOPER
Pakistan at Sharjah in 19953,

The Aussie total of 286/9 in

the one-dayer at the Bourda
Oval. is now their highest
against the Caribbeans erasing
the previous highest of 283/6
at Kensington Oval,
Bridgetown. Barbados in 1991.
Brian Lara and Ricky
Ponting topped the batting av-
erages for the hosts and the,
tourists respectively. However,
the former eould bat only in
the first three matches. before
. while the lat-
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ail Jamaica respectively.
i skipper

Richardson

is fit.

Richie

then

thr‘

onus of his side's batting will
be on him. Eight of his 15 Test
tons have come against the
Aussies. which is more Lthan
whal more gilled players like

managed (o amass. For the

» Aussies however, David Boon is

their most seasoned player.
Courtney Walsh seems to be

getting better at the twilight of
his career. The: Caribbean

bowling attack will no doubt
look to him for breaking lhnue

Worrell, Sobers and Richards long partnerships.
BATTING & BOWLING AVGS
BATTING -
Westindies M | Runs HS 100s 50s NO Ct/St Awve
Lara 4 3 256 139 | 2 0 0 85.33
Hooper 5 5 290 B84 0 3 1 2 72.50
Simmons 5 06 233 86 0 2 0 3 46.60
Adams 5 5 131 60O0NO O 2 2 1 4367
Holder 1 -1 34 34N0O O 0 0 1 34.00
Arthirton 4 4 69 35 0O "0 1 1 23.00
Williams 4 4 B2 45 0 0 0 1 15,50
W Benjamin 5 2 25 22 0 0 0 1 12.50
Drakes 5 2 25 16 0 0 0 1 12.50°
Richardson 1 1 9 9 0 0 0 0 9.00
Campbell 1 1 9 9 0 -0 0 .1 9.00
Murray .= 5 3 16 12 D 0 1 3/1 B8.00
Walsh un 2 6 6 0 0 1 2 6.00
Ambrose 4 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0.50
Byes = 8 : = g8 - -
Legbyes 42 - = & . R 5
Australia M I Runs HS 100s 50s NO Ct/S5t Awe
Ponting P 1 43 43 0 0 0 0 43.00
~ Boon + 4 170 QSND 0 1 1 2 42.50
Slaler 5 5 186 °68 0 2 0 1 37.20
M Waugh 5 5 164 58 D 1 0 0 3280
S Waugh 4 4 125 T0 , 0O 1 0 1 31.25
Taylor 5 5 152 686 0 1 o 3 30.40
Warne 4 3 22 12 © 0 2 1 2200
Healy 2 5 102 51 0 1 0 .5/1 20.40
Reiffel 5 5 b56 14 0 0 0 2 11.20
Julian 1 -1 11 11 0 0 0 0 11.00
* McDermott 3 1 11 11 0 0 0 0 11.00
Blewett 4 4 38 33 0 0 0 1 9.50
Langer 1 1+ 6 6 0 0 O0- 0 600
Flemming 1 1 4 4NO O 0 e 0 4.00
May 2 1 3 3NO 0 "0 1 0 3.00
McGrath 4 2 1 INO 0O 0 1 0 0.50
fives - - 2 - " o- - - - -
I.t‘ﬁmft‘ﬂ : 24 - = - -
Windies: Balls Mdns Runs Wkits Best Ave
Hopper 168 0 152 6 3/36 25.33
Simmons 215 0 180 7 4/18 25.71
Walsh 234 4 193 7 3/30. 27.57
W Benjamin 235 1 187 6 2/49 31.17
Arthurton 102 0 93 2 2/45 46.50
Ambrose 204 2 120 - 1/43 60.00
Drakes 239 0 " 204 3 1/36 68.00
Wides - - 25 - - -
No Balls < 7 y a
Run Outs . & - : ) % -
Australia: Balls  Mdns Runs Wkts Best Ave
M Waugh 58 0 65 4 3/42 16.25
McDermott 155 1 108 6 3/25 18B.00
Flemming 45 "1 27 1 1/27 27.00
Reiffel - 294 5 203 7 i 3/32 29.00
S Waugh 135 | 123 3 2/61 41.00
Warne 235 4 204 4 2/33 51.00
McGrath 224 "1 184 3 1/36 61.33
Blewett . 132 0 145 2 1/43 72.50
an 0 18 - 14 0 0/14 .
Julian 60 d 66 0 0/66 -
May 72 0 78 0 0/36 -
Wides - - 17 - - -
No Balls - - 14 - - -
Run outs = i | .

Arabia's prince refuses

to be aBntzsh loser

Naseem Hamed is setting

claim his roots.

E is lbmul. he is brash

and weighit Jor-weight

b is arguably the Dest

in the workl ot eur-
rently holding
And Prinece Noseemn Haoed s
provid 1o proclaim. 1 am a
Yenwm.”

Thamed's parents moved
fromn Yemnen o Lhe English city
of Sheflield, lamed for iLs
sieel. o open up a grocery
shop over 40 years ago.

Hamed has just celebrated
his 2ist birthday and’ is

born and bred. But he
has made the decision to re-
claim his heritage: "Yemen
means a lot to me because it is
my parents’ homeland My fa-
ther taught me all about Yemen
s0 | suppose in some respecis
| ;am as mach Yemeni as | am
British .
If successful in his chal-

lenge for a world title, which

15 fights. winning all of
13 of them inside the

A world titde.

ﬂdlﬂdlﬁﬁruwmm«ndwnpmhﬂand,hen.

?umuy famous in Yemen from where his family came. Gemini
m&vwmloohntthcﬁunfﬂnpuﬂhdwhhuchmutom-

'by Phil Minshull

nist takeover

Sino ﬂag

hoisted in
‘ L]
Taiwan
TAIPEIL. Taiwan, Mar 23:
Taiwan flew the Chinese flag
for the first time Thursday as
it pitched for Ecijing'a support

in its bid to stage, the 2002
Asian Games. reports AP. |,

But the Chinese delegation

appeared unmoved by the ges-
ture by its ideological foe, say-
ing it continued to back a rival
bid by South Korea.

The Chinese flag was among
the 37 banners of member
countries of the Olympic
Council of Asia, meeting in the
southern port city of Kaohsi-
ung, which hopes to stage the
2002 games. The OCA is to
take the final vote on the
venue at a meeting in South
Korea in May.

. China, whose decision is
considered critical, has said it
will support a bid by Pusan.
South Korea.

"There has been no change,
and there won't ever be any
change.”
tary general of the Chinese
Olympit Cummittee told re-
porters.

Wei's remdrks prompted a
Taiwanese official to question *
whether China was sincere
when it appealed last month to
expand sports and cultural ex-
changes with Talwan.

China is "saying one thing
while- doing another.”" Chang
Liang-jen, an official of Tai-
wan's government Mainland
Affairs Council, told reporters.

. Last week, Premier Lien
Chan urged China to support
Taiwan's bid for the Asian
Games as the first step toward
[urther rapprochement.

The flags were put up by
Kaohsiung municipality, and

provoked some€ opposition. 4

Several blocks away from the
hotel where the meeting was
held, police stopped a convoy
carrying dozens of people who
planned to demonstrate
against displaying the Chin€se

flag.

Taiwan has long banned of-
ficials contact with China. and
the hoisting of a Chinese flag
on Taiwanese soil would have
been unthinkable a few years

ago.

But hostilities have given
way to booming trade and
travel since the late 1980s.

Chang Feng-shu. chairman
eof the Taiwan Olympic Com-
mittee, sald China should sup-
port Taiwan's bid so that the
Chinese national anthem can
be played on the island.

Taiwan in the seat of the
Nalionalist government that
fled Mao Tse-tung's Commu-
of the China
mainland in 1949. China con-
siders the island a renegade
province with no right of self-
government.

Wei' Jizhung, secre- -

'Shut up plea to keep out

the 'Nigeria factor'

With the country in political confusion and amidst reports of a failed
coup, Nigerians are unlikely to heed the pleas of sports officials to
keep quiet in order not.to jeopardise the country’s right to host the
forthcoming World Under-21 Cup soccer. Gemini News Service re-
ports on an attempt to ensure that good news prevails.

IGERIANS have been
told to do the impﬁssi‘

N ble — ~speak . with one

voice. .

The aim is to make sure
that criticisms and controversy
do not cost the rmmtr}r the

right to host this year's Under-

21 World Soccer Competition.

The logic of the nervous
sports organisers is simple; if
no Nigerian speaks ill of their
country or spreads bad news,

the Federation of International

Football Associations (FIFA)
will not withdraw "Nigeria '95"
— as it has done once already.
Nigerians were shocked
when after months of frenzied
preparation for the contest,
they were told that FIFA had

decided. Lthe country was un- -

reacdy.
s Aller returning Imm a save-

the-cup mission to FIFA head- |

| quarters in Switzerland. Baba-
sola Rhodes. head of Nigeria's
National Sport Commission,

1 blamed the cancellation on a

journalist,

“Fhe reporier asked .the
FIFA official if he was aware
that there were outbreaks of
cholera and meningitis in
Enugu and Kaduna respectively
{two of the four proposed cen-
tres for the competition),"says
Rhodes, am] the man was
taken back."

On returning to Zurich, said
Rhodes. the FIFA official re-
layed the information to his
superiors.

Now Nigeria has won back _-
~the right to stage the cup’/

though it cannot now be in
March as originally planned.
Rhodes favours April or May
before the rains set in.

Rhodes is demanding that
the press must "be objective in
their publications and positive
in théir writings on this mat-
ter because sports is the only

thing abaut which tlu world
can speak well of us.’

John Obakpolor, a lormer
chairman of the Nigeria Foet-
ball Association. agrees: "It is
now tLime to tighten all lose
ends and you journalists should
keep quiet a while. After Lhe
championship, you may begin
to fight yourselves if you like."

Thie local Sports Writers
Association will have none of
the accusations. Rather than
scapegoaling journalists. say
Association members, sports
officials should concentrate o
checking the cholera and

meningitis reports and pro- -

millions in Yemen where he
has become a nalional hero.
His fights are televised live on
Yemeni TV and the Yemen flag
hangs alongside the British
one when he enters the ring:
“This is 1995 and British peo-
ple still like losers. I'm not a

loser ' a winner. Mavbe its
partly because rrm from the

Yemen big heart.”

Yemeni President Ali Ab-
dullah Sala regularly tele-
phones the boxer to check oo
his -progress and presented
him with a $20.000 Rolex
walch when he visited Yemen

The reason for the affection
is simple. He has given some
sporting pride to a people who

nigger's a nigger. Don'l matter
if youre black or brown. |

identify strongly. with the black
community.” he comments.

"l boxed once in London.
was bashing this kid and all |
could hear from the crowd
was, He's only a dancer, the
black bastard. Nigger . It af-
fected me by makln,g me bash
him up harder.”

Naz's introduction to
was as a resull of the racism
that existed, and still persists,
in parts of Sheffield.

His father took some of his
nine sons along to the local
boxing gym where they were
introduced to veteran Irish
trainer Brendan Ingle and
laught how to defend .them-
selves against bullies in the
school yard

Boxing provides enough
fighters claiming to be The
Greatest by Hamed's ability
seems to justify the hype.

His most recent fight n
January saw him despatch the
experienced Mexican, Ar-
mando Castro, with three
world title fights to his credit,
in just four rounds.

Currently in Hamed's sights
is Puerto Rico's Wilfredo
Vazquez. the World Boxing As-
sociation super-bantamweight
champion. Hamed's manager is
negotiating to get the two to-
gether

He has yet to fight in the
United States but the notori-
ously insular US fight commu-
nity is casting glances across
the Atlantic at the new boxing
whirlwind and wondering what
it will cost td get him to the
States to fight for a world title.

The British-cum-Yemeni
fighter is also on the verge of a
multimillion pound deal with a
British TV tompany which will
forever banish the memories of
his modest upbringing in the
backstreets of Sheffield.
Gemini News

About the Author: Phil Min-
shull (s a British sports
Journalist arwl broadcaster.

—_

Naseem Hamed:
| 'I'm outstanding’

. - duce evidence for or against.

- Saturday Champion writer

Henry Nwosu is particularly -
" angry at the way government

officials are always quick to ac-
cuse the press of bad faith
whenever the nation mﬂera a
setback.

“If there is any group that:
rose in one voice to condemn
FIFA's cancellation of -Nigeria
95. it was the Nigerian press.
In fact, press publications on
the reactions of Nigerians
aided FIFA in arriving at its
decision to visit Nigeria again
atl inspect the health .-.ilnj-
tion before a final decision on
thé hosting righis."

In an attempt to cut
through the row., Raheem Ade-
jumo. 75-year-old head of the

- Nigeria Dl{mpic Committee,

and several other prominent
Nigerians are asking all agen-
cies responsible for prepara-
tions for the Cup to get down
to work and "see that all the
requirements are put in place.”
"Even the stadia and facili-
ties already approved should
be maintained on a continuous
basis.” advised Adejumo.
Actions being taken to en-
sure there is no repeat of the
earlier cancellation including
the taking into care of menin-
gitis victims irf; Kaduna, and
improvemernit of water supplies
in certain places to reduce
chances of a cholera epidemic.
The World Health Organiza-

By Charles Akin Ogunrinde

FIFA that though meningitis is
endemic in the Kaduna area,
its occurrgnce in no way ap-
proaches the sort of epidemic
that could threaten interna-
tional visitogs.

An "Operation Keep Nigeria
Clean” sanitation drive has
been launched for major cities,

with a two million nalra award. |

for the neatest state.

More speciflically. compre- -

hensive insurance cover wyrth
N3 billion has been taken out

Jor all players and officials.

Public utilities such as the
telecommunicalions agency.
electricity board, TV and radio
corporation are all beating
their chests dbbut their readi-
ness to provide services of in-
ternational quality during the
16-1team championship.

Says Tayo Ekundayo; public
relations manager of Nigerian
Telecommunications: ™Our
readiness is not a pipe-dream_®*
It is based on facts. No 'Nigeria
factor' can derail our - prepara-
tions.”

Whether these agencies will
live up to their grandiose
claims remains 10 e seen. Bul
it is certain that the "sweet
talk" cammpaign run by sports
organisers will not gain much
support from the country's
outspoken and vociferous citi-
zens. — Gemini News

About the Author: Charles
Akin Ogunrinde is editor of the
National Concord in Lagos.

“{AP):

- hind bars would

INDIANAPOLIS, Mar 23«
Collectors are -all but
drooling over the prespect of
latching onto some of Mike
Tyson's prison memorabilia.

Prison officials will do ev-
erything they can te assure
that nothing will be available.

Once the former heavy-
weight champion is released
from the Indiana Youth Center
on Saturday after serving three
years for rape, officials plan to
shred all items bearing T}monu
name.,

"We don’t want to keep any
souvenirs around because we
don't think it's proper,” said
Phil Slavens, assistant superin-
tendent of the youth center.

That's disappointment for -
Steve Nowlin, owner of A Rare

. Find Gallery.

"The state could have auc-
tioned off items Tyson signed

"in prison and balanced the

budget,” he said. "You would be
amazed what items associated
with Tyson and jis time be-

rlng in the
marketplace.”

Nowlin said anything algned—
by Tyson during his prison stay
would be worth three times as
much as items signed before
the fighter went to jail. |

Prison eofficials will destroy
name patches from Tyson's
inmate clothing, along with
the paper documents.

"I'd love to have those. His

signature is not considered
much in the market place,
maybe dirs 100,” Nowlin said.
"But. anythipg associated with
his incarceration would bring -
double or triple the price.”
. Slavens said one the labels
with Tyson's name are re-
moved from the clothing, the
pants and shirts will be sent to
the laundry and washed for the -
next inmate of a similar size.

Tyson's prisopn number,
922335, will be assigned to
another prisoner, Slavens said.

The only thing that will be
preserved is Tyson's . prison

| file, which will be placed in

the facility's archives. . -

During the first weeks of
his inearceration, Tyson got in
trouble for signing autographs
for inmates and prison staff.

He was reprimanded be-
cause he was giving away
something of value in exchange
lor commis items he was
not eligible to receive during
his first days at the priu'un.nﬂr

. plainfield.

Jones to defend
IBF crown

NEW YORK, Mar 23: Roy
Jones Jr's on-again, off-again
delence fight ol his IBF super
iiddleweight against Vinny.
FPazienza is on again, according
to. Pazienza's manager, reports
AF.

"There's been a change in
the last 24 hours.” Bill Cayton
saicd today. "The fight is on for
June 24 in Atlantic City."

A day earlier, Cayton said
the Jones-Pazienza fight was
oll  because Jones wanted to
light WBC . super middleweight
champion Nigel' Benn of
Britain.

‘We're bitterly, bitterly dis-
dppointed.” Cayton lold the

"~ P'rovidence Jornal Bulletion on
Tuesday.

Today. Cayton said Pazienza
will. get that chance after all,
and at least ﬂlrs 1 million for
the fight.

Cayton said a “Jones-
Pazienza fight had been Set, if
Jones successfully defended
against Antoine Byrd last week
in Pensacola. Florida, whiclr he

| did.

uen office in Lagos has told

A sportsman turns

NEW DELHI. Mar 23.
(Reuter): Aslam Sher Khan was
a delender in Lhe Indian
hockey squad thal.won the
World Cup in 1975. Now he is
playing the role of a striker in
politics.

Khan, who represented In-
tha Lwice at the Olympics, is a
Member of Parliament and
carving out a reputation him-
sell As a ruling Congress Party
dissident.

He has plenty ol company in
India, which is echolng a
global trend ol sports person-
alities thriving in politics.

The lormer hockey star is a
key sirategist lor Arjun Singh,
who quit the cabinet to ehal-
lenge Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao's leatderghip
and was expelled from
Congress.

"Strategy. anticipation and
action are part of politics and
sports.” Khan told Reuters.
"Only, ip sports you have um-
pires and you play to fixed

" rules on foul play. Not in poli-

tics.” _

Chetan Chauhan, who
played Test cricket for India in
the severtties, is a backbencher
for the opposition right-wing
Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). He is ideologically op
posed to Khan, but dpeaks a
similar language.

"A sportsman has convic-
tion. He feels strongly about
things and expresses it."
Chauhan said.

Erapalll Prasanna. Mohin

der Aunjarnath and Kirti Azuad,
Ml Tormer Indian crickel stars,
are i the BJP, which has

wooed celebrivies in search ol
a clean image. Azad is a state-

level deputy in Delhi.

Former Test captain
Mansur Ali Khan ‘Tiger'
Pataudi. who comes (rom a

former royal family. Jost on a
Congress Party ticket in the
1991 general election.

In neighbouring Pakistan,
cricketing great lmran Khan is
gracing posters that describe
him as a luture prime ninis-

ter. even though he says he is
not entering politics
" His obsession with building
4 cgncer hospital i his
mother s memory has given
him an aura ol idealism to add
lo his sporting lame
They have joined people
- like toriner West [ndies fast
bowler Wesley Hall. who has

heen a senior politician in Bar-
bados. athlete Sebastian Coe, a
British M} and of course the
great Pele. who 1s Brazil's
Minister ol Sport.

India' s Khan sayvs. his entry
into politics was nol
planned. but stemmed (rom
helping people "Poor citizens
came Lo me (o help seek ap
pointmernts with influential
people because an Olympian s

' nol refused one .

Media exposure could be a
key factor in sporls stars rising
to political heights

"The media iIs projecting
sporis as the biggest thing.’

really ’

pohtlcmn

saicl George Mathew, a sociolo-
gist with an independent Delhi
Think-Tank, the institute of
social sciences. "And people go
for celebrities.” N

"“The advantage of being
popular is there. You need not
be introduced.” said Chauhan.

India has several movie star
politicians, two of them now
chief ministers of huge South
Indian states.

Khan said most of his con-
stituents were tribes people
ignorant of his sporting days.
‘But in the ecities, there is a
clean image that goes with the
sportsman. That helps.”

Chauhan spid the éncour-
agement to sportsmen may
have something to do with the
disillusionment and corruption
in Indian society. "May be pre-
fessional politicians have not
delivered the - s and 3
ple are Lﬂﬂhingﬂ;fﬁ Cmpe'u

"Spectator sport and poli-

tics hoth involve establfshing a
rapport with huge masses of

people’, Khan said. "To make
thousands wave to your game
needs an instinct, In politics,
too, there is a madness. And a
fan following that lasts.”

The main leadership for
politics must still come from
serious-minded people like
lawyers and trade union lead-
ers, Mathew said, and called
the rise of movie stars dnd
sportsmen in politics a passing
fancy in a developing country.

‘When society developes.
this is a stage.” he said.



