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Israeli police remove Knesset member Shaul Gutmann
from the Jerusalem Old City mosque compound as he tries
to hold a prayer on Wednesday at Al Aqsa Mosque.
—AFP/UNB photo

7 escape from LTTE camp: s,

yvouth force

to join the Tamil Tiger guerilla group have

escaped from their training camps in the jungles of eastern
Sri Lanka, an official said on Thursday, AP reports from

Colombo.

Six of them, aged between 10 and 17 years escaped and
reported to the military. said army spokesman Brig. Nihal

Jayakocly.

3 beheaded in Saudia Arabia: .

Pakistanis and Chadian convicted of drug trafficking were be-
headed in Saudi Arabia on Wednesday, bringing to 42 the
number ol people executed this year, AFP reports from

Riyadh.

The Interior Ministry said the three had been found guilty
of smuggling heroin into Saudi Arabia by hiding it in their in-

lestines.

[ - .
Sihanouk in China for check-u]r):
Cambodian King Norodom Sihanouk has arrived in Beijing for
a routine check-up on his cancer condition, the Xinhua news
agency said, AFP reports from Beijing.

The king flew in late Wednesday by special plane from Ph-
nom Penh and was greeted at Beijing airport by Chinese Vice

Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxun.

One convicted for bilking

$%mu

Texas socialite has been convicted of running an international
pyramid scheme that bilked 69 million dollar from investors
worldwide, AP reports from Houston. ~

Jurors deliberated for about three hours Wednesday before
convicting Teresa Rodriguez on all 32 counts of mail fraud.
wire fraud and money laundering. US District Judge Sim Lake
denied bond and she was taken into custody.

Ex-first lady to pay $3000: rome: s
lady Hema Premadasa has been ordered to pay 150,000 ru-

pees (3,000 dollar) to a maid she employed for 15 years
without wages, officials said on Thursday, AP reports from

Colombo

Kokmaduwage Kalkanthi worked for Premadasa since the
age ol seven on the assurance she would be sent to school.

Kerosene poll

utes Kara Sea: avou

1,800 tons of kerpseme fuel has leaked into a frozen harbour
on the Kara Sea in the arctic region of northern Russia and
could cause serious pollution. a news agency reported on
Thursday, AP reports from Moscow.

The Federal Ministry for Emergencies said the break oc-
curred in a fuel pipeline at an aviation plant located (2,300
kilometres) 1.400 miles northeast of Moscow, the ITAR-Tass

news agency reported.
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tain out of U

JEDSCiDn UNESCO: The

in 1985 said on Wednes-

day it was time to rejoin. AP reports from London. :

‘It was never intended to be a permanent step,” Lord
Howe said of Britain's decision to pull out of the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation.

6 die in i

pected Muslim

train attack:s..

tants killed five people and wounded

International e
Baghdad demands withdrawal of forces

Turkish troops advance 40

into Iraqi territory

ANKARA, Mar 23: Turkey's

military thrust inteo ‘drag to
crush Kurdish rebels threat-
ened today to provoke a rift
with its NATO allies, although

Ankara says the operation will

be limited and “"will not take
months or years.” reports
Reuter.

With up to 35.000 troops
engaged in a fourth day of
ground and air attacks deep in
northern Iraq. Baghdad has
condemned the Turkish incur-
sion and demanded the troops
he withdrawn. :

Turkey's [orces have ad-'

vanced 40 km (25 miles) into
Irag and its jets have bombed
targets there. Army officers
near the lragi town of Zakho
said Turkish soldiers were
closing in from two sides on a
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
border base.

Western governments and
human rights groups, fearing
for the safety of Kurdish
refugees and thousands of
olher civilians, have urged
Ankara Lo show restraint.

In its lirst official comment

since the operation began on
Monday, Iraq said it was "a vio-
lation of its sovereignty.”

Prime Minister Tansu Ciller
said this was "not the case at
all.” She said the assault would
be limited, without specifying.

‘It will take as long as it
takes to ensure that the camps
are no longer there,” she said
in a live interview with CNN
international lelevision. "It will
not take months or years.” _

Military
200 pguerillas and 13 soldiers
had been killed since the op-
eration began at dawn on
Monday.

Iraqi Kurds say at least one
civilian had been killed. and
others hurt, but Turkey denies
all such claims.

The assault threatened dis-
array within NATO, with the
United States tacitly endorsing
the incursion as its European
allies questioned its legality

and raised fears for thousands
_of refugees. and civilians in

Kurdish-controlled northern

- Iraq give rise to the
concern,” said German Foreign'

officials said about

"Turkey's actions in north

Minister Klaus Kinkel.
Kinkel, due in Ankara for a
visit today by past, present and

future European Unien {EU)

presidents. was joined by Bri-
tain in urging Turkey to tread

carefully in its biggest assault

on PKK bases.

French Foreign Minister
Alain Juppe on Tuesday said
the incursion broke basic
principles of international law
and that the air and ground

raids violated Iraq's
sovereignty.
Norway on Wednesday

barred arms exports to
Turkey, citing a law referring
to countries at war or in war-
like situations.

The United Nations said it
was worried about refugees,
particularly 4,500 Turkish
Kurds settled in  border vil-
lages. It fears Turkish forces

- may have seized some near the
- border town of Zakho and
_taken them back to Turkey.

greatest

It was echoed by aid and
rights groups, including the
International Committee of the
Red Cross and Amnesty Inter-
national, in its concern.

For all the diplomatic and
humanitarian risks involved,
Turkey's heavy-handed show of
force is unlikely to score
strongly against well-trained,
highly-mobile Kurdish gueril-
las, according to military ana-
lysts.

One said the guerillas had

~ probably moved out of the area,

leaving civilians to bear the
brunt of the artack.

- Soldiers in Zakho acknowl-
edged PKK mines were hin-
dering an assault on the rebels'
Haftanin Camp, to the east.
They said many guerillas had
slipped away before the incur-
sion, with only a token force
left at some of the PKK posi-
tions being attacked.

Ciller said Turkey, a target
of Western criticism on human
rights, was not jeopardising
aspirations for closer relations
with Europe as the assault was

Irag. . e a
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Twenty-two members of Arab League represented by Foreign Ministers begin a two-day
session in Cairo on Wednesday, to call for limited renewal of the nu¢lear Non-Proliferation
Treaty until Israel joins. This 103rd session marks the 50th anniversary of Arab League.
—AFP/UNB photo

Tokyo police nab Aum man

TOKYO. Mar 23. Police ar-
rested a member ol a shadowy
cult lollowing a dramatic car
chase in western Japan, and
mililary chemical specialists
were called in when suspicious
substances were found in the
car, reporis AP.

Amid an intensifying crack-
down on the Aum Shinri Kyo
cult, which is under a growing

cloud of suspicion in the Tokyo -

subway nerve gas attack, au-
thorities also launched a sec-
ond round of searches at cult
facilities

The Japanese military dis- |

paiched 14 dangerous-chemi-
cals specialists to the scene of

western Japan. The military
squad was lreating the auto-
mobile with chemicals so it
could be safely examined. offi-
cials said.

The driver was stopped for
a traffic violation and then
tried to evade police, running
red lights and crashing into a
truck.

Japanese TV showed
footage of the chase. The po-
lice and military blocked off
the area. and residents could
be seen looking on anxiously.

Meanwhile, more than 500
police wearing proteciive gear
and « arnving caged canaries as

searches and took soil samples

Thursday at a rural religious -

commune near Mount Fuji
where Lhey [ound nerve-gas
solvent the previous day.

Media reports said
unspecified chemicals were
found at the site.
Wednesday on 25 of the
group s properties across
Japan also turned up nerve-gas
solvent. 22 pounds of gold and
7.9 million dollars in cash.

more

Several members of the
Aum Shinri Kyo group, whose
name means Sublime Truth,
were arrested Wednesday in a
Kidnapping case unrelated to

Raids -

three others on Wednesday after climbing aboard a passenger
train to attack police guards. One of the attackers was slain in
return fire by detectives, AP reports from Cairo.

The killing brought to nine the number of people shot
dead on Wednesday in Egypt's troubled south. The others
were suspecied radicals who died during a police raid on
their hideowut.

- -
rian forces kill 3 rebels: n.-
I extremists who took refuge in a schoolhouse on
Wednesday were killed in a clash with security forces that left
six children injured, authorities said, AP reports from Algiers.
Security forces said the children were injured by the ex-
tremists. Two of the children were seriously hurt,
to an official communique that provided no information on
the circumstances of the shootout or the children's ages.

2 Israelis held in Gaza: r..csunian poiice
in the Gaza Strip. self-rule enclave, arrested two Israelis on

Wednesday for trying to pass counterfeit money, Israeli radio
stations, quoting Palestinian police sources said, Reuter re-

the arrest. near Hikone in gas uIr'm s carried out new

the Tokyo subway attack
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ports from Jerusalem.

Palestinian police were not immediately available to com-
ment. The israeli army said it was checking the report.

Sul . hi

US su

collision: s nuciear
with a freighter in Hong

waters but no radicactive material leaked. the US Con-
sulate said on Thursday. AP reports from Hong Kong.

The incident, described by a Hong Kong spokesman as
more a bump than a collision, happened a week ago the
Panamanian-registered container ship sustained a slight dent
to its bow. while the submarine, the USS Drum,k was undam-
aged. said Marine Department spokesman Patrick Wong. The
submarine was not submerged at the time, he said.

Zhirinovsky's
proposal creates
uproar in Duma

MOSCOW, Mar 23: A pro-
posal by ultra-nationalist leader
Viadimir Zhirinovsky for eth-
nic origin to be used to chose
between applicants for Russian
citizenship caused uproar in
the Russian parliament on
Wednesday. reports AFP,

An amendment by Zhiri-
novsky's Liberal Demoecratic
Party to a Russian Citizenship
Bill proposed that all inhabi-
tants of the former Soviet re-
publics of Russian origin
shouid immediately be granted
mm citizenship if they

Others would have to wait
for up to six months for their

application to be processed,
mﬂ.lqtnm:m

Pyramids have become centre of pi

CAIRO. Mar 23° Egypt's an-
cient pyramids have become a
centre of pilgrimage for thou-
sands of new age mystics who
flock from around the world to
seek the "energy” of the spirits
of the Pharaohs. reperts AFP.

The granite walls of the
pyramids and tempies echo to
the sound of chanting as this
new brand of tourists — mostly
American and women — brave
the threat of Islamiec militant
violence in the search for in-
spiration

Eyes closed. hand-in-hand.
around 20 Americans gathered
in a circle in the heart of the
4.500-year-old great pyramid
in the funeral cHamber of
Cheops.

"Breathe, concentrate your
energy.” barked a woman
dressed in a huge hluve tee

il

US Republican Patricia Schreeder (C) speaks at a vigil to protest welfare reform on Capitol

e L

Hill in Washington, DC on Wednesday as former representative Bella Abzug (L), a women's
rights advocate, looks on. The vigil, by women, churches and poor people's groups, was held
during congressional debate on weifare reform.

shirt. "Ask our ancestors to
help us.”

One women cried as she
prayed. Another adopted the
lotus position and started up
her video camera

When the group emerged
from the long corridor out of
the pyramid their faces were
flushed with pleasure. "It was a
marvellous experience. spiri-
tual as well a8 culural.™ sala
Jane Ceotion, a 63-year-old
woman from Chicago

Zahi Hawas head of antig-
uities for the three pyramids of
Cheops. Shephren and Myeg-
erinos southwest of Cairo. said:
“this sort of tourist is not put
off by terrorism."

Mohammad Nazmy heads a
tourism agency called Sphinx
which specialises in spiritual
: vear we deal with

F Y T 'F‘-I-. wa

1.500 to 2,000 people. Fifteen
years ago there were only 20
to 30." he said.

He is already taking reser-
vations for turn-of-the-century
celebrations on December 31,
1990

The great pyramid, the only
one of the seven wonders of
the world still surviving, at
tracts its band of followers at
SUTNTSe.

Among them are the Rosi-
cruciens, a Calilornia sect
whose temple in San Jose is

shaped like an Egyptian tem-

ple.
“The pyramids have a par-
ticular shape and were built
according to the power of the
spirit. they give certain vibra-
tions, says the sect's represen-
tative in Egypt. Milad Zakhary

—AFP/UNB photo

Other groups such as
'11/11" and "power places’ or-
ganise gatherings of three to
four hundred people at suitable
times. Some dress entirely in
white or in a tarboosh, a cap
like a fez.

Andrew. a young Briton who
came to Egypt with several
friends, brought with him a
‘slar gate”, a copper structure
which is supposed to create "a
strong energy fieid."

Mystics must ask permis-
sion from the Egyptian antigui-
ties office to visit the pyramids
outside normal hours. They pay
35 doliars for a group of 185,
and 15 dollars for each extra
Person.

“There are at least four to
five groups a month, each one
with around 20 people. Most
are Americans and women,”

cletirly against "terrorists.” -

‘Belgian FM 1- :

resigns

Foreign Minister Franck Van-
denbroucke resigned on
Wednesday - after being impli-

cated in a bribery scandal, offi- -

cial sources said, reports AFP,

His decision to step down
came after he admitted being
aware of a secret bank account

- allegedly used by his Flemish

socialist party to hoard cash
generated by bribes.

Reuler adds. NATO Secre-.
lary-General Willy Cales faced
increasing pressure to quit to-
day over a corruption scandal
following the resignation of
Belgian Foreign Minister Frank
Vandenbroucke.

Vandenbroucke., who was
named foreign minister in Oc-
tober after Claes moved to
‘NATO, and the alliance chief
have both been linked to a
scandal over alle bribes

- connected to a helicopter’ deal
involving the Italian firm Au-

gusta.

Iran rejects
Perry's charge
as 'baseless'’

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 23:
lran's UN mission on Wednes-
day rejected as "baseless” and
"fictitious” a charge by US De-
lence Secretary William Perry
that Tehran had deployed
chemical weapons as part of a
military buildup on islands at
the mouth of the Gulf, reports

Reuter. _
it also said the claim that

Iran's delensive actions in its
territories might pose a threat
to.the stability of the Gulf or its
littoral states was a "distortion
ol logic and simple facts.”

The Iranian mission was
commenting in a press release
on statements by Perry during
a visit to the United Arab Emi-
rates that Iran had moved
chemical weapons, about
6,000 troops and anti-ship
missiles to the island in what
he said was a potential threat
Lo shipping.

Indonesia won't
boycott talks
on E Timor

JAKARTA, Mar 23: Indone-
sia said on THursday it would
not boycotlt United Nations
sponsored talks on East Timer
despite its protests over the
UN secretary general's push to
include key dissident figures
from the territory, reports
Reuter.

The official Antara news
agency quoted Foreign Minis-
ter Ali Alatas as saying that he
had officially expressed disap-
pointment over the way the
UN Secretary General Boutros
Boutros Ghali Invited partici-
pants without consulting
Jakarta.

said Mohammad Hemeida. a
local inspector of antiquities.

Egyptians themselves are
rarely interested, but on Friday
one of them waited in vain for
Solomon, son of the Prophet
David, for several hours on top
of the 137-metre (440-foot)
high Cheops pyramid,

The Imhotep Association.
named after the architect of
the Djoser and Saqqara pyra-
mids., sees itselfl as more sci-
entific than the new age sects
and has been meeting regularly
in Cairo for the last nine years.

“The pyramids répresent an
energy point and symbolise the
way geometric forms can be
used to create a vibrational
power.” said architect Ibrahim
Karim, one of the group's lead-
ers.

Antiquities chief Hawas

L
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Baboon should not be blamed ,

CAPE TOWN. South Africa: A babeon that flung it8elf on
=electric cables to try to rescue its baby started a mountain fire
and cut power to an area northeast of Cape Town, reports AP.

A witness said the baby baboon became trapped Wednesday
in an electric substation and the mother, in‘a desperate
rescue bid, leaped on cables and caught fire. than fell into
brush that began to burn, the South African Press Assoclation

reported.

The fire spread up a mountain but was brought under
control later Wednesday, while power to the area near Paarl,
50 kilometres (30 miles) from Cape Town, was out most of

the day.

The fate of the baby baboon was unknown.

=
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File picture of the Royal Sceptre featuring the pricéless
Great Star of Africa diamond. Black tewnship leaders
in South Africa on Wednesday called on Britain's
Queen Elizabeth II, currently on state visit to South Africa, -
to give back the jewel which was presented to King Edward
VII in 1907. "~ —AFP/UNB pheto
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King and Queen'’
to be repaired
BUMFRIES. Scotland: A bronze. sculpture by Henry Moere
decapitated by vandals will be repaired, the artist's longtime
assistant said Tuesday, reports AP. 4
For nearly 40 years "King and Queen" held a mmmmlding
position among several sculptures on a hill overlooking
Dumfries, southwest Scotland, until someone sawed off the
heads of the two seated figures sometime over the weekend..
‘It would have been easier to repair.if v'¢ had the heads of
the two figures but they are missing.” said John Farnham, an ..
expert in transporting and repairing sculptures, including '

ma%?uf Moore's bulky masterpieces.
e might have t6 cast néw heads.” he said. noting that

molds of the sculpture still existed but that divers would
explore a nearby reservoir Saturday in search of the originals.
Farnham said he wasn't sure whether "King and Queen"
would then be returned to the open-air art gallery outside
Dumifries that contains works by Moore, Rodin and others.

The sculpture park, established by a local property de-

HI9TL. XL ks -3 G L

veloper. had never been seriously vandalised before, police
said. They have not speculated on a motive. ,

New Russian plan to

WASHINGTON, Mar
Russia will .present a plan
worked out with Serbia Jfor

ending thé Balkan ¢anflicts to -

the US Secretary of State War-
ren Christopher in Genéva to-
day the Washington Times re-
ported, says Reuter.

Under the plan, the Serb
Republic of President Slobedan
Milosevic would recognise the
gther former Yugoslav states in
&xchange for an end to United
Nations sanctions against his
government, the newspaper
said in its today's edition.

The Washington Times said
it had obtained a copy of the
peace plan which it described
as having been worked out by
Milosevic and Russian Foreign
Minister Andrei Kozyrev

It said Kozyrev would pre-
sent the proposal to Christo-
pher in their second day of
talks in Geneva.

The newspaper, citing an

mystics

tried to explain the attraction.
*The pyramids have something
magical about them because
nobody knows how they were
built. Some think they are the
work of extra-terrestrials.”

He distinguishes between
simple pyramid worshippers
who he respects because “they
have a dream.” and the more
dangerows {anatics such as an
American who wanted to dig
underneath the great pyramid
to find documents he said
would change the world

Hawas himsell is sceptical
of repeated attempts to un-
gover the secrets of the pyra
mids

"Some people sometimes
say they hear Cheops talking to
them at night. But it is only the
rats making a noise " he said

end Balkan crisis

23: _

unidentified diplomat close to
the US-Russian meetings in
Geneva, said the plarr ad "won
the approval”’ of Bosnian Mus-
lims who are said to have sent
an envey to meet SFThlmf.t :lead-
ers in Belgrade. i B

The newspaper quoted  its

. sourck’ as saving Belgrade's

goal, in addition to ending the
economic sanctions, was to
"kill" the US brokered anti-

. Serb Federation of Bosnia's

Muslim-led government and

Bosnian Croats.,

Besnian Croat and Muslim
forces fought in 1993 bgosting
the cause of their common en-
emy the separatist Serbs be-
fore a US mediated truee
brought the two together last
March.

As outlined by the Washing-
ton Times, the Russian-Serb
plan calls for a summit before
the end of this month

Israel orders 4
WB mosques shut

JERUSALEM, Mar 23: [srael
ordered four West Bank
mosques shut for periods rang-
ing from three to six months
this week for "inciting” against
Israel, the army said on
Wednesday, reports Reuter. -

It said the mosgues, all in
the area of the town of Ramal-
lah, had received warnings
they could be shut. Subsequent
searches later uncovered ma-
terial authorities considered
"inciting" and the mosques
were ordered closed.

Israel has cracked down @n
people it suspects of support-
ing militant Islamic groups In
the occupied West Bank in the
wake of bombings by Islamic
guerillas opposed to the Israel-
PLO peace deal that have killed
scores of Israelis since last

~ Aprik



