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Wanted Govt Statement

The fertiliser crisis is surely a created one.
Not by journalists, to be sure, but by men, and si-
tuations created by them — out of greed and self-
aggrandisement, inefficiency and may be sheer
miscalculation. The big question that has been
bedeviling this crisis of the lifeline of Bangladesh
centres on how much of the greed has been po-
litically driven. Drought is all too familiar a pgo-
nomenon for Ba esh. The millions of victims
of the yearly toll have never, as yet blamed their
sufferings on the government. But fertilisers are
another story. This is produced on monepoly ba-
sis by six BCIC plants and distributed by %c;vem-
ment through — for the present — the puty
Commissioners. Bangladesh is a urea-surplus
country by as much as 2 lakh tons a year. When in
such a scenario farmers do not get their need of
this all-important input. who will they blame?
Who else is on the stage?

. It is our considered opinion that g
itself has contributed very substantially to this
slidirig into a reFular pani¢ of what was a tempo-
- rary supply dislocation — of whatever size and
caused by whatever reason. The situation has
turned int®a very grave national crisis — you can-
not wish it away as you canneot as well diminish it
by branding the agitators as looters. The overrid-
ing fact remains that government to date has not
come up with a statement — clear and convince-
ing and bereft of an eye on political benefit — on
the whole fertiliser supply debacle. Vituperations
and invectives inst press or other agencies by
Majid-ul Haq or all of the ministers cannot ab-
solve the government of that responsibility. From
production to distribution, through private deal-
. ers, fertiliser is exclusively a government game. It
~is they who must explain and clarify an guide.

The statement — objective and satisfactory — is
overduc, - 1 -

ITht: BBCIC. chief has been sacked. But he has -

confidently said there had been nothing wrong on
BCIC front. And an eminent economist has said
two much fertiliser has been exported, ostensibly
to cash in on the lucrative international price,
without taking into.-account the increased home
demand resulting from the farmer's attempt to
recoup the bad aman harvest. A higher price
across the border may also have induced a lot of
smuggling the stuff out.

But as lunﬁ as the government doesn't itself say
its say on whether the World Bank-imputed cor-
ruption channel or the generally suspected cor-
ruption at the mill to dealer level has any sub-
stance — and what is gﬂverrml:ent doing about
stopping that possible bottleneck — rumours and
talk of ‘politically-inspired downright theft will
only be spreading like fire. -
- How many people have already been killed in
the fertiliser "agitations? Three died even on
Tuesday. These are no terrorists or professional
looters.. The government must find ways other
-than firing to cope with farmers' agitation.
. A Case for Jatra

It is indeed difficult to keep count of how many
times this government has changed its decision
on jatra. a traditional art and entertainment form.
Once it so hap?ened_ that immediately after
holding 4 national jatra festival at the S pakala
Academy, where the prime minister graced the
awarding ceremony on conclusion of the ga
everi, the sword of Damocles came down on its
rrquance in the shape®of an official ban. Then
1t was lifted and again banned. Once for about
. nine months,; including the lpeak jatra season in
winter. Another jatra festival is on exactly at the
same venue. We do not knéw if the prime minis-
ter will again distribute prizes at the concluding
ceremony and pledge her patronage for the de-
velopment of jatra. E: |

‘However, State Minister for Cultural Affairs Ja-
hanara Begum has had no reservation in praising
this art-form and the need for protecting it from
- its decline. Let us hope the tone she has set will
not be disturbed throughout the festival and ever
after. Let also any fear of official sanction against
jatra be removed once for all. This being the high
. summer and cultivation season, the performance
of jatra in villages at this time does not at all
arise. So the holding of its festival in the city is
not quite out of tune. But still the hot and humid
condition is hardly congenial for such an occa-
~ Still the jatra ﬂ%mups-wﬂl be delighted to get
the recognition they truly deserve. The banning
of jatra greatly disappointed the artistes and the
audience alike. Clearly it was a body blow for
them. Although the ban has gone, there are refer-
ences that this art-form is surviving on indecent
performance. Those who are campaigning against
jatra have conveniéntly mixed up a highly serious
artistic performance with the intervening
It is this dance that can be suggestive and at
times even sleazy. But then, may we ask one hum-
ble question: if those dances are worse than what
is passed in the name of Bangladeshi films or cin-
ema. Jatra, we consider, is doing a good job by
way of offering a healthy alternative to a large
nu of viewers.. .

‘Great Dhaka Delicacies
An. uncorroborated - press .report said on
Wednesday the US

Clinton on her. visit
-April 2 would' like to

to Bangladesh commencing
0 taste suti (sic) kabab, bak-
erkhani and bhapa. No doubt she had been ad-
vised on the culinary point by some old Dhaka’
ourmet..It is pleasing to see the greatness of

haka delicacies rea hing the important ones of
the world. | _

' Now what is suti kabab? The reporter and his
editor are less than connoisseurs of the stuff. It is_
suti kabab simg_!;y because of being held
Dy strands of thread while being turned on the
spit for long hours in charcoal fire. And what is a
bakerkhani, Eray? The brittle and rusky and
munchy round breads going by that name are
.nm}‘fukhﬂ =— a preservable variety of the bak-
erkchani which is more like a family of breads.
Then what kind of a bakerkhani will be offered to
Mrs Clinton? The rather greasy and sweetish
bread made up of layers in the true paratha fash-
ion? Or the tandoor baked ones featuring cheese
and other
sumption?

Bhapa — the steam cake — also comes in a
ﬁreat many variety. Of course, if she can gorge
own b bsters done in coconut-milk — 1
will be
ever after.

government -

dances.

First Lady Hillary Rodham

togethere

goodies but made for immediate con-

e dishes she can relish now and cha?lglz J

A Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) for Dhaka

HE streets of Dhaka
give -the clear impre-
ssion that within next

lew years, either rickshaws
would stay and cars must leave
the streets of Dhaka or
rickshaws ought to be
effectively banned from major
arteries of public trans-
portation as well as busy busi-
ness districts. at least during
working hours. However, we
all know that -for any
democratically elected govern
ment or the Mayor of Dhaka
city, rickshaws cannot be
banished from Motijheel-
Nawabpur-Sadarghat areas or

even from near around the
Mouchak market, while.
certain parts of the Green road
would remain perpetually
clogged — practically for no
good reason at all

The brutal conclusion is
that the sea of rickshaws
would densely cover important
public thoroughfares. There

seerns o be no alternative. Our
[ale is sealed: regardless of the
lransport mode, speed of traf-

Tic would tend to be deter-

mined by the slowest moving
rickshaws. We all would move,
as we are all practically doing
now, at the pace of a*snail or
the grand tortoise, Once a
rickshawpuller told me that
nobody wants to travel by rick-
shaw along Nawabpur road; ev-
erybody wants to move fast —
walking is therefore preferred.
I have even witnessed a big
businessman quickly jogging
towards Gulistan, while, his
driver followed with the car
and waited for him at the zero
point near GPO.

Reflection of Stagnation

Dhaka urban transportatipn
is very lasl emerging as the
true reflection of the stagira-
tion in social and political
sphere of the nation. At the
same time, economic growlh
which is showing . good
promise as well as the recent
bouyancy in the stock market

‘would grind down to a halt due

entirely to the utter chaos and
lack of speed in moving peo-
ple. goods. and services from
one place to the other within
Dhaka metropolitan ar®a.
which itsell is also growing by

'mWragﬂn%anrﬁﬁn appreciate

that rickshaws cannot survive
as the primary means ol public
lransport in any core met-
ropolitan area ¢f the world.
There were rickshaws in the
pasl in all the major Asian ci-
ties. Today. Dhaka is the only
city ol ils size where rickshaws
have npt only survived but
flourishing in the busiest
streets and bylanes. except
along one major road.
Therefore. it is popularly
known as the VIP road.

Dhaka cily and its adjoining
peri-urban areas contain 10
per cent of the population of
the country; that means.
around 12 million persons, at
least 65 per cent or eight mil-
lion of them use some. form of
Jpublic transport to move
around on a regular basis
(except during hartals — how
can we forget?).

More important however is
the growing number of people
coming into the city every day

as a part of the increasing flow _

of rural-urban migration. They
must all find work but above

everything is the need to move

around; particularly to eke out .

a living — in the midst of mas-
sive flows of rickshaws as well

as human beings. ¢ - " :

In the midst of the miser-
able urban transport scenario,
rickshaws are not only means
of transport, they generate the
essential employment oppor-
tunities for recent ts to
the city. For each rickshaw,
two pullers are employed each
day. Atleast 10 to 20 per. cent
of the pullers, being sick or ill,
must abstain from work on
given day. so additional pullers
are required. 'In addition,
roadside maiptenance and re-
pair services create thousands
of jobs and sotirces of incomes.
Nobody knows how many rick-
shaws ply the streets of Dhaka:
at least half a million, if not
more, ‘1 was told that recent
migrants to the city bring
along their own rickshaws as
well. :

Therefore, how do we give
up rickshaws? An effective ban
on rickshaws is not only im-
possible, it is madness of the

“worst kind. And with rick-

shaws clogging the streets,

" how do we speed up the flow

of traffic? Have we reached the
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point of no return? In the
world of rickshaws, do we have
any other choice?

The huge dimension of daily
needs of millions of people
(which is likely to increase to
one crore men and women by
tHe turn of the century) to
move around give rise to the
inevitable solution through
construction of mass rapid
transit system or in short,
MRT. This has happened in all
other cities of comparable size.
We however, never evert talked
about such a possibility per-
haps hecause of poverty and
destitution. The argument has
been that only rickshaws are
feasible when per capita in-
come is only US$200. For the
MRT, investments are massive,

involves long pay back periods

and then the poverty factor -

would generate huge financial
burdens which would be too
much to bear for the govern-
ment. Above all. where the
rickshaws would go*’

Mode of MRT

First of all, what is the MRT
for Dhaka? 1 will define it as an
elevated electric train system.
through which millions of
people can transit within a
short time between tHe core
city ahd the suburban or peri-
urban areas at an expense
which is affordable on a daily
basis. '

Assume for example, an ele-
vated electric train line run-
ning from Kamalapur/Moti-
jheel area threugh Ha la,
‘Demra and then towards
Shitalakbya river and upto
Narshingdi town and beyond
upto-the highland areas, short
of the beginning of the lowland
towards Bhairab; a sister line
branches off towards Narayan-
ganj-Rupganj where a town is
already being planned by
RAJUK. Fast electric trains
moving at an average speed of
80 to 100 kilometres per hour
would mean thal frimn several

large suburban towns literally
millions of passengeis woult

be able 1o transit w core city
within 25 1o 40 minutes.

Similar train lines can run

' northward upto Manikganj on

one side and Mymensingh pn
the other. Another line can run
across the river Buriganga:
while, yet another route can
proceed along the road
towards Chittagong right upto
Daudkandi. The existing roads
can be followed for building el-
evated railway tracks on high
pillars without blocking the
road traffic or involving ex-
pensive land acquisition prob-
lems, except, for railway sta-
tions. All the railway tracks can
meet at a central point near
Kamalapur railway station and
the lines will be intercon-
nected at suitable points so
that an integrated mass rapid
transit system is established.
- The first consequence of
such a MRT would be elevation
of Dhaka into ‘a mega city
thin a decade, if not less.
Spreadout system covering
practically the entire former
greater Dhaka distriet [and
may be beyond, at a later
stage), would mean the possi-
bility of developing not -only
one Rupganj satellite town, as
planned now, but 25 to 40
such towns, each accommodat-
ing a population of 100,000 to
a quarter million. Also such
towns will not only be used for
residential purposes, but cor-
responding industrial estates
as well as commercial zones
can also be developed.
Dynamic Context
MRT should be viewed in a
highly dynamic context of the
national industrial and urban-
ization programme. The trans-
port system envisaged will

speed up the process of eco-

nomic growth in general and
intensive growth of manufae-
turing/service sectors in par-
ticular, If all other conditions
remained conducive .to eco-
nomic growth then a double
digit growth can be sustained
for the national economy as a
whole through the mega city
mass rapid transit system, as
envisaged.

- Can the existing per capita
income sustain the massive in-
vestment? | have calculated
that an investment of US$ 500
million should be feasible, pro-
vided there are two million
daily passengers, using the sys-
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Sir] This has reference to
your editorial of 13th March
on the Jock-in. While we do
share your concern about for-
eign investment in A the
Bangladesh economy, we
would have appreciated the
editorial even more if you had
focused on the concern of the
local investors. Perhaps you
had some confusion about the
foreign 4nvestment through
the secondary share market
and the same through the Ini-
tial Public Offering (IPO).

The SEC’s rule was applica-
ble only in the case of share
placement through IPO. That
was needed to bring equality in
the share investment. You
surely do not want to see the
local ipvestors to be discrimi-
nated. In future local investors
would like to see your editori-

-— e - - m —

- — _—

als I.LH_ng‘ care of the concern

of the ~locgl investors.

M Hossain . | : 2
“Nationul Bank Lid, HO Dhaka

Aerial spray
Sir, In the context of
Bangladesh, spraying of pesti-
cides by aeroplane on the agri-
cwltural fields is rather haz-

‘ardous because aerial spray

causes serious pollution to the
environment. Aerial spray, in
addition to the ‘target pests’
destroys several other benefi-
cial insects and also affects
fishes, frogs, birds, livestocks

“and other living organisms.

In view of the above, it is
strongly felt that the relevant
authority discontjinued the sys-
tem .

M Zahidul Hague
Bangladesh Society for

Conserpation of Environment.

-removal of this

tem 25 days every month, for a
round-trip fare of Taka 10
anly. The basis of the estifhates
are as fallows: out of the total
revenue of Tk 50 crore per
month, if 40 per cent could
be earmarked for capital re-
payment costs. then it would
be feasible to borrow upto Tk
2,000 crore for the purpose,
which is equal to half a billion

S dollars. Will the amount be

sufficient for the No.
state capital grant will be nec-
essary, in addition to cheap
credit from international fi-

nancing sources.
Revenues Multiply

However, the most impor-
tant issue is the resultant
growth of the city economy
through rapid expansion of
residential, commercial and
industrial investments — much
more than the Investment for

Untying the

the MRT sysiem itsell Hence
both the national and the city
government revenues should
muitiply manyfold. so much so
that eventually the or the
loan on capital would
more than pay for itself

Dhaka wouild then become a
leading metropolis of the re-
gion. if not of the world. And
in the midst of such far reach-
ing modernization, rickshaws
are definitely going to be left
far behind sleeping at the post.
The rickshaw pullers of today
would find alternative em-

ployment or income earning

opportunities in the emerging
suburbs of the mega city of

Dhaka. At the same time de-
mand for rickshaws may di-
minish as well as spread out
over a much wider area.

In reality, what would hap-
pen is less and less rigkshaws
would be wvisible out in the
sireets and the rate at which
rickshaws vanish, would de-
pend upon the critical rate of
growth of the city economy
which in itself should be ac-
celerated by the expanding
MRT system.

—
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Looking Back at

March towards Independence
March 23, 1971 ;

The Rag of Pakistan was hoisted nowhere else except in
it was the flag of Bangladesh
various
the secretiariat. At 7 o'clock in -
sion brought out by the Jativa Sramik Wm
Mujibur Rahman, and it was at
the initiative of a few leaders of this procession that the flag
oi Bangladesh was hoisted atop Sheikh Mujib's residence.
Sheikh Mujib himself. with the same flag
and welcomed the procession, and delivered an emotionally
ocession .

It was apprehended earlier that the Pakistani army would
patrol in Lthe streets and also would
measures. Bul as this did not happen till then. the confidence

visibly increased. A great number of processions

in a head-long succession moved towards the residence of
idly pronounced: "We must liberate the
means and measures we have at our

some cantonmenis. In fact.
which was hoisted atop

wards the residence of Sheik

charged speech before the

ol the

Sheikh Muiib who
country. using what
disposal

I'.Er morning. a large

offices including

in hand,

adopt some suppressive

n the alternoen. Sheikh Muijib. while iat his residence,

aldressed as many as 150 §
ers. and made Uhe point ¢
retreat from the stru
dul Wali Khan. Mian

jib's place

It also became known that a large number of coolies were
standing face to-face with the Pakistani army at the Chit-
chended that a serious confronta-

L occur any time at the slightest

(Compiled by Arzumand Banoo)

lagong port and it was a
tion between them mi
provocation

journalists “including the foreign-
for

for inde :
umtaz Daulatana. Air Vice-Marshall
iretd} Asghar Khan. Maulana Shah Ahmad Nurani.
Muhammad Khafi. among others. met Sheikh Mujib at his
residence. Meanwhile, a group
Sonar Bangla and Joi Bangla Banglar Joi visited

that there was no scope
Leaders like Ab-

Ghulam

of singers chan Amar
Mu-

of Our Politics

' A SERIES OF INTERVIEWS AND ARTICLES ON THE CURRENT POLITICAL CRISIS

"The Present Parliament should be Dissolved and

-~ Date for Fresh Election Immedi

The Daily Star (DS): What,
according to you, are the rea-
sons for the present political
stalemate? What is the way
out? Please elaborate your
views on what should be the
next step?

Mohammed Nasim (MN):

- People of Bangladesh are

deeply concerned at the pre-
sent political situation and the
continuing stalemate. The
main reason for this crisis is
nothing but, the lailure of the
government (o ensure [ree and”
fair election. siiice their inten-
tioir is o win'the coming polls.
in whatlever way possible. The
1 ¥ ® ¥ s
nllu*ﬁl:;ﬂ%u%{u scared al the

Tesig Cilv Corporation
clections hekl in January last
vear aid lost their confidence
that they can come back to
power il the nex! general

elections are held in a free and
fdir atmosphere. Due to this
lack of confidence, the ruling
party adopted unfair means
and resorted to unprece-
dented rigging and vote da-
coity in 'Ershad style' during
the Magura by-election. The
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) and the local adminis-
tration as well became totally
helpless and virtually 'surre-
ndered’ to the ruling party as
regards holding of that
election. So, we think that the
national elections cannot be
fair if held under-a party like
the BNP which could not even
take the risk of losing a single
by-election. And this belief led
1he Opposition to raise the

~demand for holding future

elections under a caretaker
government. '

We are alwavs vocal against
the misrule, corryption and
polilicisation of institutions by
the BNP and we also demand
government
which has totally failed to run
the administration. But, we
want to change -the govern-

ment through elections — not -
~ in any other way. It is impor-

lant to note that we wanted
the election only after the ex-

piry of five-year term of the

BNP government. We feel that
the BNP should get the oppor-
tunity to complete its term as
it is an elected government.
And it would be justified if the
people through ballot, give

- wvi uallx nilli:ffﬁ{:Lﬁﬁ'E.

ately Announced"

Interview with Mohammed Nasim, Organising Secretary, Bangradesh_

Awami League

by Chapal Bashar
their verdict iri a free and lair
election. ,

To realise our demand. we
have been boycotting the
Parliament for a long time and
also agitating in the streets.
And, finally we had to go for a
major decision like resignation

since the government did not.

change its stance.

The BNP leadership, espe-
cially Prime Minister Khaleda
Zla. has been ignoring this
demand from the very begin-
ning. She has never shown her
sincerity to solve the problem
and failed to take a decision on
the issue. While the country is
now in the grip of a deep- polit-
ical crisis after the resignation
of 147 members of Parliament
representing majority of the
voters and the House remains

Lhe DBDNP
rulers sti rmm on their

position igioring the impasse.
The BNP rulers have also made
the major institutions in a
democratic order such as the
judiciary, parliament and
Speaker, controversial only to
cling to power.

There is only one way to
overcome this crisis. That is:

. the present parliament should

be dissolved and the date for a
fresh election announced im-
mediately. And that election
should be held under a neutral

non-partisan caretaker gov--

ernment.

DS: Everybody is talking

about eélections: but when

should it be held — within the
next few months or later in
the year or at its schedujed
time, early next year? Suggest
measures to be taken for the
timing of your choice.

MN: An immediate election
is the only solution to the on-
going crisis. But the Speaker
has already wasted more than
two months by keeping the
question ef MPs' resignation in
Hmbo. So, holding of elections

* by March, as demanded by the

Opposition earlier is not pos-

sible now. But. if the govern-

ment is sincere to solve the
present crisis, then it is still
possible to hold the election in
May. Otherwise, it will not be
possible before November due
lo unfavourable climatic condi-
Lions. In that case crisis will

persist until that time affecting

the national economy heavily.
which can never be desirable.
Therefore. 1 think. election
should -be arranged under a
caretaker government as soon .
as possible. : '
DS: How to ensure an inde-
pendent Election Commi-
ssion? What are the pros and
cons of the EC Bill passed?
MN: I feel the necessity of
an independent and strong
Election Commission. The
structure, power and all other

- News Service Trends
M M Ahmad

In Baugladesh, the news
service creeded by the news
agencies, specially the nation-
alised ones. is not dccording o
the book. and initial profes-
sional training. The training
and experience become dis-
lorted later, as far as the
agencies in Lhe public sector
are concerred.

The catering tends towards
publicity and propaganda. in
the existing tradition of charis-
matic "hero-worshipping' (add
political ‘'leercine-worshi-
pping’). The main story of the
‘news” is relegated to a couple
of lines at the end of the
despatch (or edited in the
NEWSrooin).

The newspaper readers,
namely the public, are not get-
ting the service they deserve,
and expect. from the
‘professionals’ on assignment

The odds are that the story
will be edited amnd made per-
sunality-oriented (mmy experi-
ence as a reader of nearly hall
a century)! :

One example will suffice Lo
illustrate the trend. Recently
the new Rural Telephone Sej-
vice (RTS) was inaugurated in
a rural area by the Hon. Prime

Minister. who talked to the
President. as shown on the
TV. heard on the radio. and
read in the papers. Nothing
wrong with thal.

What was disappointing
were Lhe shortcomings: (a) the
new RTS was not highlighted
(in the print media — the
background dope)] with rele
vant information for the casual
readers lalways assume the
reader is new on he issue —
the well known pyramid
treatment). (b} more than 90%

relevant aap;rts of such an EC
should be determined through
discussion between the gov

ernment and the Opposition.
We can take decision, il neces-
sary. oh the basis of a congen-
sus and it can be given effect
through promuilgation of an
Ordinance by the President
during the absence of
Parliament. The essential fea-
tures of the EC Bill can also be
incorporated in our decisions
— there is no problem in it.

DS: How to formulate a
Code of Conduct for political
parties to hold elections? How
to ensure implementation of
such a Code? ' .

MN: | hold the similar view
on this issue. The government
and the Opposition can formu-
late a Code of Conduct through
discussion, for the political
parties while necessary laws
may be enacted to implement
the Code. '

DS: What are your views on
the need for a computerised
voters' list and Identity Cards?
Can we ensure fair elections
without them? If we want
them, then what should be the
time-frame for elections?

MN: | believe that an up-
dated and corrected volers’
list is essential since we now
have a good number of new
voters who are not in the list.
We have no objection to intro-
duce ID Cards, but the ID
Cards alone cannot ensure fair
election without a neutral gov-
ernment or administration. I

" have already stated that only a
neutral and non-partisan gov-

ernment can ensure a fair
election as was proved during

the polls in 199). There was
no ID Card system that time,
yet the elections were faAr. It
may not be possible to arrange
ID Cards in the coming elec-

tions due to shortage of time, .

but it will go against interesi of
the people if the election is
delayed on the plea of issuing
ID Cards. '

- DS: We hear a lot about
black money being a factor in
the next eclection. What are
your suggestions to make elec-
tion funding transparent and
accountable? '

MN: There is no doubt that
money has become a big factor
in our election precess. How-
ever, this competition of
spending money will be re-
duced substantially if we can
build a system for fair election
and ensure peaceful handing
over of power to an elected
government every five years. A
true political leadership will
emerge through election if it is
fair. |

DS: What are your views on
the mechanism under which
the next election should be
held? What about constita-
tional amendments?

e e

MN: The ruling party must
accept the concept of a 1ieutral
carciaker government w make
the next election free and fair.
The g®vernment and the
Opposition can prepare the
framework for such a care-
taker administration through
discussion only, if the ruling
party accepts the concept.
Then we can fix the election
schedule and find ways to
provide legal validity to the
caretaker government. | am
confident that we can find out
the best possible way through
discussion to incorporate the
provision of a caretaker gov-
ermment in our constitution.

DS: Do you think that there

MN: I think there should be
an understanding between the
government and the Oppos-
ition to ensure a free and fair
election. It will not be possible
for the government to hold a
fair electign without such
understanding. In other words,
the government cannot rule
the country unless il takes the

the «onmtry unless it takes the
Qpiposition tnillhltncr.
Fobincal stabiliy e o poor and
developing, conntry like ours
cartiol e eapecied without an
understanding between the
govermnmenl and Lhe

Opposition. The cauntry is
heading towards a disastrous
situation due tp lack of politi-
cal stability. The people are.
keen to have a peaceful solu-
tion to the ongoing crisis —
they want a neutral and
smooth electoral system in the
country.

Therefore the government®
should immediately come [or-
ward to resolve the crisis. For
this, the best possible step will
be an announcement by Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia of
accepting the concept of a
neutral non-partisan caretaker
government. And that an-
nouncement mayv be [ollowed
by discussion with the
Opposition.

I Lhis step is not taken
inunediately. the cougtry will
have to face a disaster which
will bring in latal consequence
for the govegnment. The
country already had to suffer a
lot due to indecision of this
government. I such indecision
continued | apprehend, the
people may even lose theh
hard-earned democracy. And
whether we want or not, an
undemocratic and unconstitu-
tional force may grab power for
which we shall have to be an-

swerable Lo the people.
et e

ol the item wa< devoted to the
ViPs; that is. heavily personal-
ity-oriented; (¢} any technical
general inlgrmation was
avoided. The video clip showed
no eqguipment, The buman
gatherng is not the RTS!

Thw story should have been

subject-oriented: telephones
not VIP (suppose the VIPs hadl
not attended|. The majority ol
the Lime/space should have
beenn devoled to the RTS. as
the telephone service in the
country is simply awful, and

public sensitivity is very high,
and sharply critical

It appears that the reporter
was ordered 1o so o the site
simply 1o cover the opening
ceremony by a high profile
personality. and what was
opernied was not the prime
concern. namely, 4 new lele
phone service. Had the re
porter gone there {{ Lhere
WEre Nno opentng ceremony . oi

the opening were done by the
Hdest itizen ol the area sav .
siliall businessnian? | Tilikely!

The start of the story was

not from the service. system,
equipment, or human angle.
The story was not the opening
coremony, but the start of a
new service, but it was not re-
ported in that manner. The |
inain story was downgraded to
less than one-third of the
space. hidden in the bottom |
lines.

Fhe question arises as to '

what is the definition of "news"
(1 «sk as a reader)? Semmoniz-
ing (as we see daily on the BTV
news) is news? Views may be
news. but rarely. Action, oc-
currence, or policy decisions
are news-worthy. depending

on space and the editor's
judgement

How Lo switch over to a new
didl standard siyle of news
scivice in the country for the |
mass mw<lia? We are under de
veloped In news catering but
developing in another way in
now being able to criticise 1!
'erhaps the standard ot the
newspaper readers is such that
they get the news treatment

the siory does vl deserve!




