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A Journey to Hell and Back

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

l COME aq-r:.lc'.w YOUR MAJESTY

PERHAPS MOTIJHEEL BEATS YOUR

R1G
¢ E - THINK ABOVUT THE B
ChA VISIT THIS PLACE

SIDE YOV CAN. Vi
| on HOLIDATS !

SHARIER 'S

Whiatever our religious affiliations are. there
is no doubt thaf at spme point in our lives we
wonder about that disturbing guestion regard-
ing the after life. One may go insane imagining
the horrors awaiting at Hell's gate and beyond
and be on tenterhooks until the final moment
of oblivion. The city dweller, however, hds al-
ready had a glimpse of this much talked-about
place. For 'him or her. hell is right here in
Dhaka and a place tHat must be visited at least
ance a day.

. This gigantic inferno that would put even

Dante's to shame goes by the misnomer of
‘Motijheel. - Where the ‘motis’ (pearls)
lost to be replaced by dust, smog and grime,
no one seeins o know. What thre daily com-
muter does know is that this is the place
where the world's worst traffic jams are.
where the most obnoxious odours coneentrate
and, where tlie worst kind of pollution clogs
e air, along with the commuters’ - lungs. In
{ivct Motijheel could very well be renamed as
the ughest and mosi dreadiul spot on a list of
lop ten worst places in the city]

I all begins early in the morning when the
city dweller grits liis teeth and Lakes soine

kil of vehicle o the dreaded place. Thgs
e gl se bad apte Kakrail on one sicke and

Gopibag on Lhe other where the tratlic, is heavy
but bearable. FThen. just as one enters Dainik
Bangla intersection, the temperature shoots up
significantly (remember Hell is supposed 1o be
hot} and one realizes with shock that there
are no trees in this terrible place. Everything

is conerete, grev and exceedingly ugly. After

all, what could be more "hellish’ than a place
where there is no sign of greenery ?

The choking, the heat and the carbon
monoxide clouds continue to build up all the
way to Bangladesh Bank and all one can see are
pceans of rickshaws, cars and scooters practi-
cally-on top of each other. With the atmo-
spheric barometer, the city dweller's blood,
loo, begins to boil. It may be mentioned that
Motijheel has the strange ability of transform-
ing even the most benign of persons into an

: ive, sadistic, monster. Says a regular
commufer, "Every step forward is like fighting
a small batte. You just become memn, feeling
smug when you thwart a car's ailtempts Lo
overtake you and even begin to resent the
pedestrians crossing the street since they de-
bay you further.” :

The congregation ai the Shapla Chattar is,
perhaps, the worst. A car will zoom out of
nowhere from the wrong side A doubledecker
will screech to a halt only inches away from
your [ace with the helper confidently jumping
off to give directions to the bus driver. com-
pletely unconcerned about the sea of vehicles
wihich have had to ‘emergency land all of a
sudden. Pedestrians and dubba walas (tiffin
carrying boys] witll meander through this ob-
stacle race. rickshaws will form at least five

\ lanes . sceoters will mig zag their way into every *

got .

corner while the cars. will honk themselves
hoarse. :

If there is anything worse than the tralflic.
it is the noises that have made most Motijheel
commuters partly deaf and temporarily insane.
The screams of buses, screeching of scooters,
tinkling of rickshaws and blaring of loudspeak-
ers announcing lotteries; new movies or latest
remedies for hairloss, form the "Greatest Ca-
cophany in the‘world.' While ‘Mugabala," ‘Roop
Suhana' and ‘Amma-dek’,. and other hindi film
songs, are played simultanepusly from various
corners of the great 'Jheel,’ people beckon
each other with ‘Oy Ibliser poot’ (Satan’s son)
and other appropriate terms of endearment.

' To make this hell-on-earth complete are

‘the varieties of odours that seep through the

buildings and blow ifito your face. For those,
deprived ones who do not visit Motijheel too
often, imagine an exotic mixture of bad eggs |
open drain smell), bad oil (the doubtful tehart
from the eatery next door), smog ( from the
cars), ammonia ( from practically every pawe-
ment cum. public toilef) topped with some
burning tar. After inhaling this diabolic medley

of smells the Motijheel comutiter feels either
nauscated, breathless on higds,

Al infurmal survey revcaiad that commuters
t thirs aw ol awilul area vnanimously agree

that going 10 Motijheél is the most hated ac-
tivity they can think of. The answer to "How
do you feel when you go to Motijheel” is invari-
ably, “horrible” “traumatic” or I really wish I
did not have to go there,” Unfortunately, for
these poor souls, going to Motijheel is an
unavoidable necessily since it is the centre bf
all business as well as political rendezvous.
Looking at the bleak, dusty buildings and
lacklustre roads overburdened by traffic, it is
hard to imagine what Motijheel looked like
before turning into such an eye sore. Whatever
happened to the beautiful, huge jheel that gave
Motijheel its name ? The only reminder of this
at water body is a miniature jheel, behind
Bangladesh Bank where. even now many cross
over by boat to get to the commercial gentre.
Home of the infamous aunt of Nawab Siraju-
dawalla, Ghosheti Begum (where ¢lse would
she be with a name like that), Motijeel was
far from the ugly. overcrowded, hot, polluted
hell that it is today. The jheel s silvery water
filled with fish., no doubt attracted many birds
while the surrounding paddy fields and lush

trees formed a rare oasis for those lucky

enough to live in this place

The harried commuter, whose face, and
possibly lungs, have become grey with the
carbon monoxide emitted all over the area,
would be incredulous at such romanticizing
of a place so ugly and unwholesome. For him
or her, Motijheel is a nightmarish hell hole
with no parking spaceg and not a single
decent eating place — virtually an unbearable
ordeal — that has to be relived at least six
days a week. Thank God for Fridays!

Humayun elected

ADVANCED
DEVELOPMENT

LTD. requires plots for iLncunious apartments in

TECHNOlLO®]ZS
LAND WANTED

FOR APARTMENTS AT GULSHAN,
BARIDHARA, DHANMONDI, BANANI

Unigue opportunity for Land Owners
ADVANCED DEVELOPMENT TECHNOLOGIES =

L FPAB hony secy

Humavun Kabir Khandaker.
4 renewned social worker and
indestrialist has been elected
honorary secretary (pforma
tion. edutation and comumuni-
cation| of the Family Planning
Association ol Bangladesh
(FPAB) [or the third time. says
A4 press release

He hails from Pir Shaheb
Bari of Ragunathpur under
Hotnna Thana ol Comilla
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Masterda Surya Sen after laying

wreath at the TSC of Dhaka University vesterday. Different programmes were held yestetday

to mark the 101st birth anniversary of the renowned anti-British revolutionary. — Star photo

~Five comrades
of‘Masterda’
Surya Sen
honoured

The country's five veteran
revolutionaries and close as-
sociates of Masterda Surya Sen
were accorded reception here
yesterday, reports BSS. -

The Masterda Surya Sen
Parishad gave the reception at
Dhaka University Teachers-
Students' Centre (TSC) to
Deben Ghosh. ‘Manoranjan
Dhar, Dr Abdul Quader Chowd-
hury, Rabi Neogi and Bined Bi-

Presided over by the
parishad convenor .Justice
Kemaluddin Hossain, the re-
ception was addressed by
Mahila Parishad president
Ayesha Khanam.  Gona Forum
leader Pankaj Bhattachariya.®
JSD leader Hasanul Huq Inu,
Awami
member Abdus Samad Azad,
litterateur, Faiz Ahmed, Pro-
fessor Zillur Rahman Siddiquei
and Syed Hasan Imam.

League . presidium.

g

Today's plays
Following plays will be

performed on the coneluding
day, today, of the first ever

national children’s drama fes-
tival at the auditorium of the
.Shilpakala Academy in the city,
-8ays a press release.

The People's Theatre Asso-
ciation has been sponsoring
the eight-day festival.

5:00 pm : Drama — Ek Je
Chhito Tui; troupe — Tarango
Lalitkala Kendra, Dhaka. |

6:30 pm : Drama — Putul;
troupe — Tongi Shishu The-
atre, Tongi. ;

7:30 pm: Aback Jalpan;
trompe — HKendriva Kanchi
Kanchar Mela. Dhaka.

8:00 pm : Drama — Sanhar;

troupe — Children's Threatre

{ Troupe, Lok Natya Dal.

. Photo show

By Staff Correspondent-

An. exhibition of pho- |
tographs entitled 'Portraits’ by .

Carlos Freire opened at the Ak

‘lidnce Francaise gallery in the

city yesterday.-

~ Freire; a Brazilian journalist
turned photographer, has lived
and worked -in Paris since
1968, and this show brings
together some rare black and
white portraits of personalities
from the world of arts. litera-

. ture and cinema spanning over

two decades from 1972 to
1992, '

The show was inaugurated

by Monzorul -Alam Beg, presi-

dent, Bangladesh Photographic

Soatety. It runs through April
2 and is opened daily (except
Saturday) frop 9:00 am to 12

noon and 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
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The 38th mﬂ:té'{g of the
parliamentary standing com-

miitee on the Ministry of Tex-
tiles was held yesterday at the

Jatiya Sangsad. reports BSS.
State Minister for Textiles
Abdul Mannan was in the chair.

cabinet room of Bangladesh
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Textile meets

' minutes of the 37th meeting
held of February 12,

- The meeting discussed var-
ious issues relating to distribu-

" tion of yarn preduced by dif-
ferenit mills under Bangladesh
Textile Mills Corporation
(BTMC). : 2l

MODERN INDUSTRIES (BANGLADESH) LTD.
21, DIJGAISHA COMMERCIAL AREA, (18T FLOOR), -DHAKA, PANGLADESN. |
PHOMES : 241080, 240007, 242507, 244735 CABLE : IMPOMARCH, DHAKA. FAX : 88¢

NOTICE OF EXTRA ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING
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“ADVANCED" s backed
by important intemational barks

ADVANCED DEVELOPMENT TECHNOLOGIES LTD
House-24, Road-11, Block-F, Banani, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Tel - 870788, 606060 602244 Fax ' (B80-2) 812157

thereol

ender

D-295

- Instruments & Lab. Equi

No EUP&D/FP-1006/95/GEN/D-2124(3)

Sealed Tenders are invited for the supply of Scientific Instruments. Laboratory Equipments
et for several Dept/Office of this University from the reputed indentors/suppliers. Tender
schedule together with terms and conditions will be available from the undersigned by showing
the receipt of Taka 1.,000/- (One thousand) only (non-refundable) deposited in the Sonali Bank
Branch of this University in favour of the Comptroller, Bangladesh University of Engineenng &
Technology (BUET), Dhaka. Each tender must be accompanied by a Bank Guarantee or Bank
Draft or Pay Order from any Nationalised Bank in favour of the Comptroller, BUET, Dhaka
amounting 0 2% of the tendered amount as earnest money without which no tender will be
considered for acceptance. Tender will be received by the undersigned up to 2:30 PM on 24.4 95
and will be opened on the same time in presence of the lenderers.

The University reserves the right 1o accept or reject any lender without showing any reason .

pments“

Dated : 22-3-95

No tender form will be sold against PO, DD. Money Order and on the day of opening of the

Deputy Director
Planning & Development.

ATISHA
Best wishes from your wellwisners

. ooy Bihaoy 1o}

The meeting confirmed the -

m

"one of the top
key function. -

years’

of the country. ¢ .

CONSULTANTS Gxeam Semdl

GENERAL MANAGER
MARKETING & SALES
A large national company engaged in
marketing and -distribution of health care
products in Bangladesh has a vacancy  for
General Manager'-Marketing & Sales. This is

positions of the company
reporting to the CEQ and responsible for a

The incumbent is required to have extensive
knowledge of modern marketing the
practices with broad understanding of the
market in which he will operate. He will have a

record of personal
creativity, excellent interpersonal skills and the .
ability to grasp and solve compléx business

problems. He will provide strategic planning

and operational direction to the company for
achieving its objectives. |

The holder of this demanding job will expand
the present distribution network and create
- new standards for the existing customer base.
He will have additional responsibilities for
_developing; training and sustaining a highly
motivated Sales Force. |

Interested candidates should have an
advanced degree in an appropriate discipline,
preferably in Business Administration with
‘major in Marketing. They should have several
experience of - marketing consumer
or pharmaceutical products. Willingness to
travel frequently and extensively is essential”

The position carries attractive saialy with fringé
‘benefits in line with those of the top qmployam

If you want to accept this challenging job,
please apply in confidence by 4th April, 1995
to MRK Consultants, Bilquis Tower ¥
6 Gulshan North C.A. Dhaka-1212 -
Tel : 885074, 885100 Fax : 880-2-885086.
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Members.

to become Ordinary
till date a large number of

r

BANGLADESH GARMENT MANUFACTURERS

AND EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION -
BTMC BHABAN (GROUND FLOOR) 7-9, KAWRAN BAZAR, DHAKA.

NOTICE

Provisional Members of the BGMEA have already been requested
Mebers vide BGMEA circular No. 09/95, But
units have not become Ordinary

All Provisional Members are, therefore, rc:quc:étcd again to aﬁply'
with EPB Registration, Bonded Warehouse Licence, Trade
Licence, Export-Import Licence etc

(Regular) Members of BGMEA Latest by April 7th, 1993,

Members who will not apply for Ordinary _
BGMEA by 07.04.95 will not get any service from BGMEA
including issuance of U.D. | 5

. to bec?mc Ordinary

MemberShi-p of

Secretary

F | COURSE ON “STROKE MANAGEMENT”

| FOR GENERAL PRACTITIONERS
Continueing
X ) g
: @ Department of Neurology, IPGM&R
Nowciigy Beximco Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

Department of Neurology, IPGM&R and Beximco Pharmaceuticals Ltd. are jointly organizing 2
5 day course (16th-20th June '95) on *Stroke Management” for general practitioners who are in
general practice for at least 5 years. The course will be coordinated by Prof. Anisul Haque MBes,
FCPs, FRCP, Head of the department of neurology, IPGM&R. Eminent teachers of Neuroscience of
the country will copduct the course. Physicians and Surgeons interested in this course are
requested 10 fill the intent form given below (Photocopy may also be used) and send lo the
“Conference Secretariat” by 20th April 95.

Mailing address

L]

, SN

| wish 10 attend the course on Stroke Managemen.

e ke e e Bl

Conference Secretariat
Dr. 5. M. Zakir HOssain

For further details please contact:

Medical Services Department
Beximco Pharmaceuticals Ltd. Tel: 861891-5 Ext.- 227
17 Dhanmondi R/A Road No. 2 Dhaka 1205




