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US-Russian talks begin today: s

Secretary of State Warren Christopher will hold fres

talks

with Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev in Geneva this
week. it was announeced in Washingtion on Monday. Xinhua

. reports iroin Washingion.

State Depariment Spokeswoman Christine Shelly said that

the new talks. scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday. are
part of a normal and dentinuing dialegue between the two
countries and the issues to be discussed include Chechnya,
European security, NATO expansion, Russia's arms transfers
and s nuciear reactor sale to Iran

Turkish jets raid Kurd camp:

Turkish jets ral!irtg targets inside northern Iraq have
camp at Bote, near the lranian

border, TRT state radio said yesterday, Reuter reports from

destroyed a Kurdish rebel

Ankara

it s:ald the cross-border operation by 35,000 Turkish

troops. backed by tanks and artillery, had spread out east
along the border from the Iraqi border city of Zakho toward

Bote.

5 shot dead in Burundi : . cuume s

dead five people and wounded 11 othérs in a working class
district in central Bujumbura, police said on Tuesday, AFP

reports from Bujumbura.

Grenades were also thrown in t

w

as Biza in the violence Monday evening, the police said.

One shot near Pentagon: us oefence

Deparitmeiit police shot and seriously wounded a man near
the Pentagon on Monday after he opened fire on them, a
department spokesman said, AP reports from Washington.
Officers of the Defence Protective Service, which patrols
the Pentagon and other Defence Department facilities, at-
tempied to stop the man because he appeared to fit the de-
scriptionr of a bank robbery suspect being sought by logal po-
lice, spokesman Glenn Flood said. 1 .

. . » e 3 L . :
Briton _}ajled in Philippines: 4 g
national was lound guilty on Tuesday of transporting illegal
drugs in the Philippines and was sentenced to 35 years in

prison. Reuter reports, from Manila.
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IRIDIF 1Y Benazir seeks US help to

International —

‘combat drugs, terrorism

ISLAMABAD, Mar 21:
Preparing for an
visit to America, Pritne Minis-
ter Benazir Bhutto described
her countrv today as a moder-
ate but troubled Islamic state
that badly needs help from the
United States to combat drugs
and terrorism, reports AP.
Benazir Bhutto noted that
Pakistan had cooperated 1o ex-
tradite suspected drug barons
and terrorists 1o the United
States. but was still being pun-
ished under US sanctions im-
posed lo protest the country's

nuclear programme.

"One of the messages | will’

be taking to the US adminis-
tration and Congress js that

you are a fair natv.r and we've .

been allies.” Benazir told a
SMiaii group of American jour-
nalists, including The Assaci-
ated Press. |

"Help rlie -sirengthen the

important -

forces ul moderation by taking
away the factors that fuel fa-
riaticism,” she said in the in-
terview at her official resi-
dence. .
Her administration is beset
with a host of serious proh
lems, including a  stagnant
economy, a powerful drug
mafia. and escalating violerice
in the southern city of Karachi,
the business capital.” '
Benazir wearing a cherry
red outfit with a white scarf,
conceded that her government

lacked the money to combat"

these problems on its own. US
sanctions are making the
problems worse. " |

. "An old {American] friend.
an ally, a front-line gtate

 against extremism, militancy,
- terrorism and the narcotics

trade is being undermined,”
Benazir, said of her country.
"Should theé United States not
review jts policies to

sirendihen
istany”.

Theé Americans and the
Pakistanis have Leen working
clpsely on (wo highly publi-
cised lerrorisnl cases.

4 moderate Pak-

Law enlorcement officers
from both countries took part
in the February 7 arrest in Is-
lamabad of Ramzi Yousel, ac-

cused of masterminding the -

1993 World Trade  Centre

bombing in New York. Yousef
has been extradited to stand

trial. :
Two American workers at
the "US Comsulate in Karachi

- were gunned dowh March 8,

and Pakistani police and ,FBI
agents are trying to track
down the killers and deter-
mine whether the shooting
wasg retaliatiori for Yousef's ar-
rest.

Pakistan has arrested six

men in the-northwestern city

of Peshawar who allegedly have
links to Yousef, and have. ar-
rested several men in Karachi
suspected of Involvement in
lerrorist attacks, though not
necessarily in the shooting of
the Americans, '

None.of those arrésted ha:
been charged with serious-
crimes, but Benazir said she
hoped for a breakthrough be-
fore ‘her arrival in the United
States on April 5. s her wd

"We would like tp have as
many arrests as possible,” said
Benazir, who is to meet with
US President Bill Clinton on
her trip. '

Also, US First Lady Hillary
Clinton is to arrive in Pakistan
on Saturday, the first stop on a
swing through South Asia.

Benazir Bhutto; 41, was ed-
ucated at Harvard and has con-

~sistently sought to rebuild

strained US-Pakistan relations.
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- Afghan power

transfer put.
off for another
- 15 days .

transfer - of power in
Afghanistan has been put off
for another 15 days as United
Nations special mission has yet
to finalises the new mecha-

ISLAMABAD, Mar 21: The

NEW DELil. Mar 21. In-
cia’s main opposition party to-
day denounced the govern-
ment s move to hold elections
in Kashmir, saying a free and
lalr poll was not possible in the
troubled stdte, reports AFP.

“The ,situation in Kashmir
has gone from-bad to worse
(since Muslim separatism
erupted in 1989)," said
Sikander Bakht. vice president
of the Hindu-revivalist
Bharatiya, Janata Party (BJP,
lndian People's Party). . .

"Any claim by the govern-

.menl that.it has contained and

controlled the situation is
hinkum.” he said. .

“The condition in Kashmir

is not condticive to the holding

of elections.” he said.

“"We

don’'t agree that the present

situation ‘calls for elections™

The BJP's comments came
a day after Home Minister
Shankar Rao Chavan sought

the opposition's views on the

possibility of conducting elec-
tions in Kashmir to pick a lo-

cal government for five years.

Kashmir, where the last
stale assembly polls were held
in 1987, has been under fed-
eral rule since January 1990,
Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao said ‘early this
month that elections may be
held in the state in June or

July. -

The current spell of federal
rule in Kashmir expires July
18. ;%

Bakht said “everything is -

unstiable in Kashmir.” where

more than, 10,000 people have
died since 1989 in a bloody
Muslim separatist campaign
which shows no signs of end-
ing. !

“The fabric of the Kashmwmiri
society is unstable,” said
Bakht. “The administration

. has been inflltrated (by mili-

tant supporters), and militancy
has spread from the Kashmir
Valley to (neighbouring)
Jammu (region).”

“Now even foreign merce-
naries are active there,” he
added. y ' '

Off the Record

Waming against sexy headlines

SINGAPORE: The government has warned local magazines

- that they risk being banned if they use sexy headlines and

cover pictures in a bid to increase circulation, reports AP,

_ Information Minister George Yeo told parliament on Mon-
day that some editors continued to use sexual themes exces-
sively despite a warning last month. . '

. A Manila court found Nigel Richard Gatward, from
Claphamin. London, guilty of transporting 5.2 kg (11.5 Ib) of
heroin. !

‘Over 100 vehicles crash in US:

People scrambled from their mangled cars and frantically
tried to flag down approaching drivers as more than 100 cars
and irucks crashed in a series of wrecks on Monday on a B
foggy bridge over Mobile Bay. AP reports frem Mobile, L e
One person was killed, six were critically injured and at
least 74 were taken to the hospital. " was rear-ended by a
truck, then a garbage truck just plowed through everybody.”
said James Coleman. who escaped without injury in the
cluster of rush hour collisions on the Interstate 10 span.

Moscow radio director killed: .

director of an independent Moscow radio station, radio Voks,
has been murdered, Moscow Echo reported early Tuesday in
a broadcast monitored in London by the BBC. AFP reports
from London, :

It said-the body of Alexi Khrepov was identified only on
Monday after having been discovered in a car several days
ago. "Nothing is knewn about the moftives for the murder.”
Moscow Echo said, adding that Radio Voks had been off the
air for about a month dyring the installation of a new trans-
mitter. .

3 Ll
Quake shakes Indonesia: s,
earthquake with an estimated magnitude of 5.7 on the
Richter scale shook the Indonesian islands of Lombok and
Bali, the official Meteorological and Geophysical Agency said
en Tuesday. Reuter reports from Jakarta.

There were no immiediate reporis of damage from the
quake. which hit the tourist resort islands on Monday at 3.14
pm local time with its epicentre 55 miles north of Mataram,

- Action will be taken against them if they stepped out of
line again, Yeo said while responding to complaints by an in-
dependent legislator who described the covers of some
womern's mmagazines as "quite shocking.”

The legislator, Kanwaljit Soin, said although the articles
-were "fairly. innocuous” their titles were deliberately made
sexy to catch readers’ attention.

All publications in Singapore require an Information Min-
istry licence to operate. :

Besides, the government applies strict censorship fo keep
out pornography and nudity from television, movies and
books. But recently, some magazines sensing some relaxation
in official standards. had begun publishing articles considered
bold by Singapore standards.

- . g : ’ '
20 British MPs homosexual s?

LONDON: Gay activists today targeted 20 British members
of parliamenl, two of them cabinet ministers, claiming they
were homosexualsand urging them to "come out”, reports
Reuter. : . : '

Outrage, which has already provoked controversy in the
Church of England with claims that 10 bishops or former
bishops are gay. did not name the politicians.

$pokesman David Allisgn said outrage sent letters to the
20 MPs a few weeks ago, urging them to follow the example
of two members of the 651-strong House of Commons who
have admitted being homosexual. ; s

The group denied it was threatening to expdse
they remained silemt:- . = ' 3

Oufrage says most of the 20 MPs concerned are members
of the ruling Conservative party, but they also include a senior
Labour MP and representatives of the minority Liberal Demo-
crat and Ulstar Unionist parties. ~  / ;

nism for the power transfer,
reports Xinhua, = .~ -
~  “We are not' yet ready for
Ll;_ansfer of power |in
ghanistan,” UN special en

on Afghanistan Mehmud ;cq? -
stiri, was quoted as saying by |'
Pakistan official news agency
APP Monday. :
. Mestiri announced " last
month in Kabul that Afghan’
president Burhanuddin Rab-
bani had+promised to end his
- self-extended term_on March
21

“Rabbani has shown will-
ingness to step down but our
mechanism is not ready.”
Mestiri said today. |

LTTE asks Lankan
govt to supply

basic amenities

COLOMBO, Mar 21: Tamil
rebels in Sri Lanka have called
on the govelnment to supply
essential goods and basic
amenities to the northern .

o _ - people, it was reported hefe
product support and spares today, says Xinhua.
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Narasimha Rao's visil to com pri]:ing gb:ciﬁ?t:::[:ll::

Moscow in July last year said. members of parliament visited
Since then Russia has been | the rebel-controlled Manner
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- General view of the two-day conference of the 52-member mations of the Organisation for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), ‘which opentd on Monday at UNESCO head-
quarters in Paris. OSCE members adopted a European Stability Pact that aims at stifling
putential conflicts in former communist countries in eastern and central Europe and
recogmses the invjolability of existing frontiers and the particular rights of pational mi-_
norities. | | — AFP/UNB photo
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Russian minister in India to
- - discuss arms deal
NEW DELHI, Mar 21: India '
is likely to buy Russian pro-
propelled guns and the deal

would be one of the key issue
to be discussed between visit-

them if

are mounted on a engine
driven trdacked or wheeled
chas«~is and can be move
rapidly in the battlefield

India needs 600 self-pro-

the capital city of Lombok, the agency said in Jakartar.
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President Neison Mandela (foreground) stands alongside

MMH after she stepped athore Monday to begin
‘her state visit to South Africa, first since 1947

35 Tajik rebels
killed

DUSHANBE. Tajikistan, Mar
21: Russian border guards us-
[Aing artillery pounded a group
of Tajik militants trying to
cross into their homeland
from Afghanistan. killing at
least 35 rebels, a news agency
reported Tuesday, says AP.

The rebels were killed
while trying to cross the
Pyandzh river into Tajikistan
on Monday night. Some of the
rebels managed to flee back
into Afghanistan, the Interfax
news agency repocied.

The Russian border guards
did not suffer any casualties.
the agency reported.

e

— AFP/UNB photo

Rao unde_

NEW DELHI. Mar 21: Indian
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao struggling to restore unity
in his Congress party following
electoral sethacks. came under
new pressure loday following
the resignation of a senior
politician from his party posts
reports Reuter

Former Cabinet Minister
Narain Duitt Tiwari resigned
from. the Congress Working

Committee {(CWC) the partys
executive body on Mondav
night. plunging Congress into a
rew crisis while was stMi
licking Hs wounds after a

round of provincial e=lections in
which it losi 1wu kev western

ing Russian First Deputy De-
fence Minister Andrei
Kokoshin and Indian defence
officials. it was learnt here to-
dav. says Xinhua. | '

Kokoshin. who is in charge
ol arms production, arrived
here late last night for a three-
dav visit Lo India. ’

Russia makes MSTA self-
propelled artillery guns which
can fire 152 mm shells from a
moving platiorm to a maximum
distance of |18 km. The guns

pelled guns. It has floated 2

global tender and has asked for

a response only from interna-
tional bidders who can mount
155 mmm guns on a T-72 base,
which India makes, officials
said.

The wvisit
deputy defence minister is in-
tended Jo enhance bilateral
military-ltechnological coopera
tion.

The two sides signed an
agreement on setting up a
joint venture for manufacturing

of the Russian '

awarded a contract to upgrade

nearly 100 Mig-21 BIS inter-

ceptor fighters which from the

mainstav of the Indian Air
Force {IAF). The [AF Iis
presently evaluating a proposal
to buv the new generation of
317-30 long range interceptor
from Russia.

India and Russia are also
working out ways Lo modernise

some of the 60 Mig-29s with

IAF by litting a ngw long-range
radar which can track 10 tar-
gets and engage two.,

=

Polyakov returns
:g.':'i"& Mar 21: Russian

cosmonaut Valery Polyakov re-
turns to earth tomorrow after a

record-braking 438 days iIn
space and Russian officials said
his triumph could help pave
the way for manned rockets to
Mars, reporis Reuter.

“This is a great step for-
ward.” said Serget Tafrov at
the Cosmonaut Training Cen-
tre in Star city. just outside,

Moscow. "It's part of the
preparation for flights to
Mars. "

Kenneth Mitchel, space
station Haison officer at the US
embassy in Moscow, said
Polyakov's record stint in
space was a significant
achievement,” (to make trips
to Mars} we have to know the
effects of long-duration ‘mis-
sions in space.” he said

Polyakov., 52, broke the en
durance record of one year in
space when he speni his
366th day in orbit on January
9th

One of only five people to
spend over 300 days In space,
he is due to land in the steppe

lands of Kazakhstan ﬂI‘.II
l'ﬂmndg;

states

Tiwari

69 a former Fi

nance and Foreign Minister *

long comsidered a thorn in
Rao s side. hit out in his open
resignation letler~-to the Prime
Minister at what he called the
“helligerent and unreasonable
aimosphere’ generated by
party officials

i His move caught the
Congress leadership off guard
and senior party lovalists ap
peaicd te Tiwarn 1o withdraw
his resignaton

Rao s formoer political ad
viser. ' ttar Pradesh Chiet Min
isler Jaendra Prasada, urged

A

Maid’s hanging n 'S,ingalz_tore

Filipino opposition calls

nationwide protest

MANILA, Mar 21 Filipinc;
leftists announced plans today
for nationwide protests and

urged Fflipinos to boycott Sin-,
- gaporean products

to show
eutrage over the city state's
hanging of a Filipino maid. re-
ports AP

Fresident Fidel Ramos.
himself a target of nationwide
anger over Friday s hanging ol
Flor Contemplacion. urged
return Lo “sanity and sobri
ety and accused oppusition
politicians of exploiting the
case in advance of national
elections May 8

But the storm generated by,
Singapore's refusal to post
pone the hanging continued
unabated. Contemplacion was
convicted of murdering a fel-
low Fillpino maid and a 4 year-
old Singaporean boy in a fit of
rage .

Countless Filipinos remain
convinced shé was innocent

On Tuesday. the governor oi
Bulacan province, which bor

ders Manila (o the north, an-
nounced hewwas “banping’
Singapgreans and ordered

banners erected at the provin--

clal capital telling Singapore-
ans Lhey were unwelcome.
Airline "sources., speaking
on condition of anonvmity, says
many Manila travel apgents
refuse to handle bhookings for
Singapore Alrlines. At the air-
line's main ticket office, a sign
has been hung stating “this
building is owned by Fil-
ipinos. " ’ |

Olicials 1 widely scattered
areas ol the Philippines have
burned Singaporean flags,
[lown the Philippine flag at
hall-staff "and joined in de-
nouncing the execution

Philippine media have
iransformed Contemplacion, a
42-vear old mother of four,
into a national heroine and
syimbol ol the suliering of the
millions of Filipinos who seek
jobs abread.

district last weekend and

talked with some rebel leaders.

there. ‘
- The rebel leaders assured
that they would net damage

government property and they
have no objection to govern-

ment supplying essential goods

and basic amenities to the
people of the north,

British ship with
N-waste defies
Chilean ban

JANTIAGO, Chile, Mar 21:
Loaded with tons of plutonium

~and banned from approaching

land. a British freighter battied
Monday against 30 foot (10
metre) waves and gale force
winds as it crawled past the
tip of South America on its way
to Japan, reports Reuter.

The [reighter facing ex-
tremely rough and stormy
seas, "entered Chile's 200-mile
(320 km) territorial waters in
deflance of a ban issued by the
government last week, ™ Chile's
acting foreign minister said.

France backs
Rushdie

RARIS, Mar 21: France will
try to get its European part-
ners to pressure lran to ensure
the safety of Salman Rushdie,
the British writer Hving under
an lranian death threat, For-
eign Minister Alain Juppe said
Monday. reports AP.

Rushdie, on a two-day visit
to France, said he hoped the
European Union would seek
"guarantees” from [ran that no
attacks related to the death
threat issued six years ago
would be carried esuf in Eu-

rope.

dissidents

Tiwari 1o consider party wanity
and reconsider his move -

The issue that sparked Ti
waril s resignation was his de-
cision "to attend a rally 1o
commemorate Indian activisis
executed by the British for
bombing the National Assembly
during the struggle {or inde
pendence

The rally. in the Punjab
town of Bhatinda on March 23,
is being organised by Congress
prompting senior
parly members to say Tiwar
should be disciplined il the
LOOK party

One  member of the
Congress Disciplinary Comnut

tee. Pygrjab (hief Minister
Beant Singh. satd Tiwari
should be expelled from the
party. while another satd the
commiitee should
Lhe case

Is it a political crime to of
ler floral uributes to these mar

tyrs?”. Tiwari asked in his
resignation letter "Leaders
and public from different

shades of political and social
opinion usually attend such
AalnNIVersary garhierings and
olter;, shiar ifie “h”
lorn

Lhe resignation bring Tiwar
closer 1o his ally former Cabi-
net Minister and Congress

=il 1

consider”

number two Arjun Singh, who
was expelled from the party
for challenging Rao's leader-
ship earlier this year.

Singh said it was a very sad
development that Tiwari had
felt constrained to resign be-
cause of the "insulting attitude
of some people who are sup-
posed to be the arbiters of

discipline in the Congress.”

Tiwari and Singh have re-
cently shared dissident plat-
forms, but Tiwari has been
careful not to overstep the
miark in challenging Rao. His
resignation will leave him freer
to criticise the Congress lead-
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Chinese models show off local designs at a rehearsal in
Shanghai Monday for the first Shangbai International
Fashion Cultural Festival held yesterday. Shanghai, once
dubbed Paris of the East, is using the festival as a launch
pad to become an international fashion centre.

new pressure following Tiwari's resignation

ership and could attract other
serior party members to the
dissident camp.

Junjor Interior Minister Ra
jesh Pilot, leader of an influen-
tial group of middle-ranking
Congress politicians known as
the young Turks, criticised the
attacks on Tiwari by disci-
plinary committee members.

‘It is certain that the
Congreess leadership does not
like the company Tiwari has
been keeping these day.”
commented the Indian Ex-
press. But it added: "Tiwari
needs to be tackled politically
and not through oracking of ’
the whip *

— AFP/UNB pheto

| Major reshuffle

in Fij1 cabinet

- SUVA, Mar 21: Fiji Prime
Minister Sitiveni Rabuka an-
nounced ‘a major cabinet
reshuffle after his government
was thrown into crisis today
with a second resignation in
five days. reports AFP.

Labour Winister Militoni
Lewenigila qui his cabinet po-
sition without offering any
public explanation while
Rabuka was still grappling with
the resignation on Friday of
Tourism and Civil Aviation
Minister Harold Powel.

Lewenigila refused later to
say what prompted his resig-
nation-




