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NGOs: Partners in Social Development

The Cairo-Copenhagen-Be

“The daily lives of most women in

Western

~and non-Western countries vary only by de
- gree, still we perceive each other as differ-
ent, often by as much as 180 degrees.”

: PPROACHING the 21st
} century. the keyword
4 in development is

paradoxically. poverty allevia-
rion — a sobering thought, The
jocus of development is now
on providing people with the
basic needs: the life sustaining

needs of food, shelter and
health and measures {o
provide emploviment and

reduce social disintegration.
The overriding concern lor
people’'s welfare underlines
the inseparable aird overlap-
ping domains ol population.

developnient ad environment.
The goal of sustainable devel-
opmient in the 1'7190s has pro
vided the jonceprual frame-
wark ced ser [he social themes
for the 199 International
Cenference on Population and

Development (ICPD) in Cairo,

ithe 1995 World Summit for
Social . Development in
Copenhagen and the 1995
World Coriference on Women

in Beijing,

At the close of the 20th

century. the role of women is

now recognized and given pri-
ority in the areas of population.
development and environment.
Women representing half of
the world’s human resources

fre .critical and essential for\
~amy development strategy pro-

gtamme. Development has to
be more equitable and pay

more attention to the specific

need to women. It is the triad
of rapid population growth, in-

creasing environmental de-

generation and pervasive

poverty which develoepment in

the 1990s has (o cope with.

Development has to address
the gender issue and redress

}_hf' development imbalance by
ocusing on women.

The * workd's  population,
now almost 5.7 bMlion. is
growing al a record pace of

tuore than 90 million persons
a vear. The United Natlons'
medim or mosi
projection puts the world's
population at 10 billion in
2050. At the same time, at
least. hall a million women are
‘dying each year as.  a
consequence of pregnancy and
childbirth. While infant
mortality world-wide has
dropped” bv. one third since
1974, from 92 deaths per
1.000 births to 62; a large gap
still remains between develop-
ing countries (infant mortality
rate equaling 69) and devel-
oped countries (infant mertal-
ity equaling 12).
contraceptive prevalence is be-
tween 65-80 per cent of cou-
ples while the average family
size is near or below two chil-
dren in the
countries and Easi Asia.
However. in most Sub-Saharan
countries and some Pacili

===

likely

Similarly, -
[Asian

industrialized -

— Iglitzi

Island countries. contracep-
tive use is low and womern bear
an average ol 6 or more chil-

- dren.

According to Nafls Sadik.
Secretary-General of the 1CPD
held in Cairo in 1994, "the in-
terests and rights of the indi-
vidlual must be central in all
pepulation and development
efforts; that women's needs
and freedom of choice must be
exlended in a population pro-
grammes. and (hal the em-
powerment ol women in soci-
ely must be championed in its
own right.”

The ICPD World Plan of
Action highlights the close
lines helween population is-
sties. suslainable developinent
and bhuman rights, including
women rights,. Women rights
are a key to population change.
In response to the question,
“why is the status of women
important in addressing issues
related to population and de-
velopment?” Nafts Sadik says,
"in many countries, relation-
ships with the family are very
unequal, and women often do’
not have controd over their
own reproductive decisions. In
addition, society can dictate
that women should have many
children, or produce sons.
Many governments have laws
that ban contraceptives. All of
this exists at the expense of
women's rights.

Seme 1.1 billion people in
the world live in a state of ab-
solute poverty with income
and consumption levels below
nationally defined poverty
levels. According to the 1994
Economic and Social Survey of
Asia and the Pacific issued by

ESCAP. these poor do without
many ol life's basic necessities
o an income of less than
$370 a year and with very little
access lo resources. The rural
poor represent more than 80
per cent of the world’s impoy-
erished peopleé in develnping
countries. (ESCAP, 1994).

Asian Development Bank ﬁtud};
traced the problem of rural
poverty to inequalities of land
distribution. Although most

- developing countries have

gone through one or two:
rounds of land reform, they
experience a number ol weak-

" nesses common to most land

reform efforts. Thus empirical
evidence syggests that many
land reform policies have ag-
gravated rather than reduced,
the incidence of rural poverty.
Development Bank,
1995 )

The urban poor fare no
better. during the past decade,
Asia experienced the [astest
rate of urbanization among tHe
developing regions at 2.7 per
cenl per annum compared

by Raana Haider

with annual rates of two per
cent in Africa and one per cent
in Latin America. The study
cited that urban poverty inci-
dence ranges from one fourth
to two fifths with signs of
worsening in some instances.
With the continuing rapid ur-
banization in they years to
come, urban poverty is likely
to be a persistent problem in
developing countries and can
be expected to diminish more
slowly than rural poverty, ac-
cording to the Asian Develop-
ment bank. Life is grim for the
rapidly increasing urban poor
population working in factories
and living in urban slums. They
are among the 'wretched of
the earth’ who, i the world
has progressed, have certainly
been the victims of that
progress. [Asian D'E'Vrlnp[llrnt
Bank. 1995 |
Women represent 70 per
cent of the world's poverty-
stricken population. This gen-
der angle to poverty character-
izes the situation known as the
'ferminization of poverty’
The World Summit for
Surial Development meeting in
g_enhagfn in March 1995
esses this bleak and dete-
rinrattng international sce-
nario. It focuses on the um-
brella issues of poverty,
unemployment and social dis-
integration. UN Secretary-
General, Boutros-Boutros Ghali
finds. it "unacceptable that in-
dividuals and societies with
the fewest resources — iae
poor, the unemployed, the
weak and the wvulnerable
should have to bear the great-
est burden of the' economic
and social transformation of
our world. The world is suffer-
ing from a social and moral
crisis which, in many soci-
eties, is ol immense propor-

tio i
qﬁlrrr is recognition ol the

_‘new orthodoxy of develop-

ment. economics. is  the
poveriy-oriented. basic human
needs approach ilo economic
development in the 1990s.
Economic growth alone is no
longer the sole objective of de-
velopment. There is universal
concern with the distribution
of the economic pie. Develop-
ment begs the question,
development for whom? Who
is getting what?

Since 1975, when the First
World Conference on Women
was held in Mexico Cityand
the of the coming Fourth
World Conference on Women
to be held in Beijing in
September 1995, the women's
movement has played a sub-
stantial role in formulating the
‘new orthodoxy' of develop-
ment
paradigm of development
stresses the crucial and. mul-
tiple roles women perform in

'the economic and social devel-

opment of their communities.
There is much evidence to
show that whether economic

thinking. The new

ijing

growth oceurs or not, women
seern to lose status relative to
change and are often absent
from agents that are planming
for change and development.
The rapidly changing socioe-
conomic environment disad-
vantages particularly women in
developing countries, where
they have lost their traditional
role in the subsistence agricul-
ture economy without having

acquired any new functions in
the fast-growing cash econ-

omy. In this process, they have
been marginalized Invisibility
and non-recognition  of
women's productive labor sig-
nificantly undermines their
coniribution to society,
Recognition of womens re-
productive role bul choosing to
ignore Lheir productive role
cannol be but an obstacle to
society's progress as a whole.
* Population pressure, land-
lessness. environmental degra
cdation rural arban mugration,
P S povertiy

lesv el oof
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they only differ in intensity.”

UNICEF in Gender Equality
and Empowerment of Women
Girls: A Policy review,
states that "during the late
1980s and early 1990s, there
was a shift towards wider
recognition of the gender di-
mension in development
strategies. The gender ap-
proach emphasizes that ac-
tions need to be directed to
the fundamental structural
causes that determine the sta-
tus and role of men and
WOInern”

Gender relations describe
the socigl meaning of male and
female and thus what is con-
sidered appropriate behavior
or activity for men and women.
The focus of gender is on seo-
rial roles and interactions of
women and men rather than
their biological characteristics

which is 'sex. As stated by
{Bliimberg, 1981), "Women's
fate owes litlle {0 biology,
e h 1o socializaion amed even

e
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Facade of poverly
drought and winter.
and a host of other factors
combine Lo create a change in
the makeup and role of the
traditional family. Such a
combination of socioeconomic
pressures in a last changing
global economy have disadvan-
laged women the most. result-
ing in a sharp increase in the

number ol flemale headed
households. :
The wonkin's dilenmuna is

acule, The Lunily's wellbeing is
increasingly there responsibil-
ity vet theffe is no commensui-
rate amwount ol resources lo
enable her to provide [or s@&ch
survival needs. With limited
access lo resources, she is
paradoxically required o man-
age. Women are at the bottom
of the pay and power scales in

- agriculture’ they are employ-

ees not employers, unpaid
sowers, reapers and bread-
makers. not ‘breadearners on
the family farm. (Seager and
Olson, 1986},

~ According 1o Gertrude
Mongella, the Secretary-
General of the 1995 Con-

ference: on Women. “The
problems of women are not
different from country to
munlry or ‘region to region.

More cu niv
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durmig flood and also in

more 1o social relations of
production.

Il women in development
refers to the current situation
of women; gender empower-
ment refers to the measures
needed’ to give women more
control over their lives. ‘The
focus of gender empowerment
is on the gender relationships
which determine and perpetu-
ate the existing inequality.
Measures refer to access to
credit, training and skills and
resources needed for produc-
tive income generation; educa-
tional facilities and health ser-
vice and access to decision —
making processes and the
community power siructure.
Empowering women means
previding women with the
.means to overcome the under-
lving structural inequalities. If
women in development ad-
dresses the status of women,
then gender empowerment
redresses the imbalance in
that status through affirmative
action to improve the gquality of
women's lives,

RAANA HAIDER is a
Bangladeshi sociologist now
living in Cairo, Egypt.
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- That  is> how much
money the world's rich

countries say they have given
to. poor countries in the past .
39 years. And vyet, pglobal
poverty has spread, and the
gap between Lhe haves and the
dan't haves in the North and
South is growing.
- What went wrong?

Firstly, US $1.4 trillion may
sound like a lot of money, but
it is a tiny fraction of what the
- world spent during the same

period on weapons,

Also, the money . is peanuts
compared to the losses devel-
oping nations, suffer due to in-
ternational trade restrictions.

depressed commodity prices

for their exports, debt repay-
ment and capital flight.
Then, a lot of that aid never
really reached the poorest in
~the poor countries. Much of it
*went to subsidise exports and
flowed back tg donors, to pay
salaries for the aid bureau-
cracy. The little that was left
went info the pockets bf de-
'veloping country elites.
There has been a lot of soul-
searching among donors and
- recipients about aid in the run-

up - to this month's World .

Summil og Seocial Develop-

+ ment in Copenhagen (rom
March 6-12.
PBubbed the Poverty

Summiit, the tunl‘erenc': is be-

- ing attended by 100 world

leaders — mainly from poor
Ccountries. But although povert
lies at the root of the world's
environment and population
crisis,, the -agenda of the
Copenhagén meeting has been
-virtually ignored by the inter-
national media. -

The Earth Summit in Rio

de Janeiro and the Population
Summit in Cairo last year pro-

vided headline-grabbing sound

bites on climate change, abor-

tion. Copenhagen, it seems,

just isn't sexy enough for lhe
Western media.

Most coverage in the run-up

to the Copenhagen cunfcrenm

+ cannot seem to go beyond pok-
ing fun at the price tag for the
- conference (US $25 million)

and facetious references to

poverty being discussed in one
" of the world's most affluent cf-

tbﬂ '

What has been llrgtl:r ig-
nored is the spirited debate

Aid: The Poverty Summit

___-“
World leaders gather at an international conference to discuss poverty
and what to do about it. Kunda Dixit of Inter Press Service reports

from Copenhagen.
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abnul aid, and the concerns of -

some of the world's poorest

countries in the run-up to the |

Copenhagen conference.

Why haan't foreign aid made
a difference, or has: it? How
can aid be’ used more effi-
ciently? Is the volume of aid to
a country linked to economic
growth?

A rTecent study in
Bangladesh found that three-
fourths of foreign aid the coun-
try has received since inde-
pendence 25 years ago went
back to donors to pay for ex-
perts, consultants and equip-
ment.

"Large numbers uf people
are supposed to benefit. But
most often, it is the people
who prepare and implement
the 'aid projects’ who benefit,"
says Muhammad Yunus of
Bangladesh's Grameen Bank,
which lends small amounts of'

money to poor women.

! In 1992, 65 per cent of all
Canadian development assis-

tance was spent in Canada, and

90 cents out of every dollar the
Australian government 'gave'
to poor countries went back to
Australia.

"Increasingly, it seems that
possible commercial benefit to '

Australia has become the dom-
inant motivation of the
Australian aid
says Andrew Hewett of thé
Australian charity group,
Comimunity Aid Abroad. "It is a
sad-fact that as Australia has

got rh:hl:r. we've also got

meaner."

Most donors lggrcgute their
aid statistics, and although the
total annual aid budget may run
into millions of dollars the
portion allocated to directly

- meet the basic health and edu-'

cation needs of the poorest is
small.
Aid has also gone to strate-

programme,”

gic allitl fnrm:r tﬂ]nfﬂ:ﬂ and
not necessarily to the most
needy. The United Nations
says 40 per cent of the richest
developing countries receive
twice as much aid as the poor-
est 40 per cent.

Ald fatigue, recession, com-
petition for funds from emer-
gency peacekeeping and relief
have further shrunk aid levels.

Ironically, arguments simi-
lar to Yunus' about the misuse
of aid is now being put forward
by‘the new rightwing House in
the United States as an excuse
to terminate US contributions
to agencies like the World
Bank and the United Nations
Development Programme,

Conservative economists are
also sowing scepticism about
charity to assert thai there is
no economic logic to back the
argument that foreign aid is a
determinant to economic

I‘.r:!'-li‘th :

Peter Boone of the London
Scheol of Econoinics says in a
recent paper that the volume
of development aid to poor

countries has' had no impact

on living standards. Taking the.
cue, some in the West have
gone on to blithely assert that
aid flows have not made a dif-
ference to infant mortality
rates in developing countries.
Even vocilerous critics of
aid would disagree. | fact, one
of the most dramatic impacts
of foreign aid has been on in-
creased life-expectancies in
poor countries because of vac-
cination campaigns and oral
rehydration. The other area of

"maximum aid impact is in

technologies to boost food
production like the Green
Revolution.

"The argument that despite

~masses of development aid

there has been no improve-
ment in living standards
among recipients is belied by
the performance of East Asian
countries.” writes Victor H
Frank, former US director at
the Asian Development Bank in
Manila.

The formula that allowed
East Asian countries to gallop
ahead was foreign aid plus
sound domestic economic
management and good gover-
nance. '

On the other hand, in
poorer South Asian countries
foreign aid now injects up to
80 per cent of the annual bud-
get allocation for development
and has become an addiction.
Without it, provision of even
the existing meagre health and
education services to the

poorest would grind to a' half:

Omne of the proposals being
put forward at Copenhagen is
the 20/20 concept that would
require donors and recipients
to set aside 20 per cent of
their aid or national budgets to
basic social services.

But some countries, includ-
ing those from the South op-
pose setting fixed targets.

Says Martin Khor of the
Malaysia-based Third World
Network : "It is clear that this
time aid the wrong tree to be
barking up. Northern coun-
tries have not kept the aid
pledges they made at previous
summit, some of them have

since cut ald volume quite
substantially.”
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The scene is El Salvador where a mother is being united with her 12-
vear-old son who had been wrested meay from her as a six-month-old
infant by troops during a counter-insurgency weep in May 1982, '1
was sure he was alive,” she said. 'T never gave up.”

h—ﬂﬁﬂhmuﬁrm_jﬂhﬁrh_f
its kind te arise from the civil war, the reunion took place after a
DNA test, performed by the Boston-based Physicians for Human
Rights, matched young Juan Carlos with his mother Maria
Madgalena Ramos. The boy had been living at a private orphanage
run by the Austrian-based Children’s Villages, SOS.

The search for Juan Carlos was one of many conducted by the
Association in Search of Missing Children, a grassroots organization
without political or religious ties, according to The New York Times.
This NGO was formed in conjunction with the United Nations
Mission in El Salvador which also acted as initiator for the DNA
testing. The search for Juan Carlos, and countless other war
Salvadoran Government and Salvadoran Red (ross.

This striking story is just one of many, the world over, which
mem;mmmmm
and non-governmental organizations. all acting together as partners.

VER the last decade,
the world has witness-
ed a growing inability
on Lthe part of many
Governments alone to cope
with the proliferation of social
problems. which Include
armed conflicts. ethnic ten
sions, the rapid dissolution of
inany socialist sysiems and a
simulianeous transition (o
democraey in many developing
countries. This* trend has been
accompanied
community-level awareness of
social problems
NGOs have played an in
creasingly important role in
addressing these problems,
both through local citizens'
empowerment and through in-
ternational advocacy.- NGOs
bring citizens' concerns to the
allention ol governments: they
advocated particular policies

alvd present alternatives for
political participation:

they perform policy analysis:
they serve as-carly warning
ipechanisins; and they help to
monitor and implement
agreements.  Increasingly,
NGOs not only influence pol-
wy. Lhey act as policy-shapers.

Defined as "any non-profit
citizens' voluntary entity orga-
nized locally. nationally or in-
lernationally. whose activities
are determined by the collec-
tive will ol its members.. the
term NGO includes thousands
of organizations.

Especially now. with the
convergence of itwo major
irends — globalization on the
one hand and participation on
the other — NGOs are becom-
ing "an essential dimension of
public life at all levels and in

all parts of the worlds,” ac-

cording to u recent report of
the Secretary-General
(E/AC.70/1994/5). For exam-
ple:

« The Organization for
Economic Cooperatlon and
Development (OECD] esti-
mates that the total contribu-
tmn of developed country

by a growing:

NGOs 1o developing countries
was $8 3 billion in 1992, 13
per cent of all development
ASSIS{ATWE.

* In terms of net transfers.
NGOs collectively constitute
the second largest source of
development assistance. sec-
ond only to bilateral donors.

* [Development-country
NGO programmes doubiled in
real size from 1975 to 19885,
compared to a 39 per cent in-
crease in official development
assistance (ODA) over the same
period. and have continued to
grow since then.

* An increasing volume of
official funding is channelled
through NGOs to developing
countries, rising from 1.5 per
cent of NGO income in 1970
to 35 per cent in 1988,

*in developing countries,
the number of NGOs involved
in development activities has
Increased spectacularly over
the last decade. The World
Bank estimates that registered
NGOs in India, for example,
handle $520 million per year,
or 2% per cent of all external
aid.

* The Human Development
Report 1993 estimated that
the combined efforts of NGOs
in both developed
developing countries has
enabled them to reach some
250 million needy people ine
underdeveloped regions. more
than two-and-a-half times as
many as only a decade ago.
wilh a likelihood of
considerable expansion in the
vears ahead.

e NGO access (o govern-
ment aid budgets has consid-
erably expanded in the last 10-
15 years with NGOs serving,
increasingly as executors of
programmes focusing on
emergency relief work;
poverty alleviation, social and
ethnic integration, etd.

With an average of 9-10 per
cent of total ODA allocated to
NGO-run programmes. bilal-
eral donors are now l-.r:;msltr

and -

ring much greater amounts of
resources through NGOs than
through the entire United
Nations system.
* Social Summit
Involvement of NGOs:

As for the Social Summit.
NGOs' interest and
participation has burgeoned.
Whereas 76 new NGOs were
accredited at the first
Preparatory Committee
meeting in early 1994, and an-
other 285 were jccredited to
PrepCom Il in August 1994,
according to figures cited at
the opening of the final meet-
ing of the Preparatory
Comummittee in January 1995, a
total of over 2,500 NGOs, in-
cluding NGOs previously ac-
credited to ECOSOC,. have now
received Social Summit ae-
creditation. This number ex-
ceeds even the number of
NGOs accredited to the Earth
Summit at a similar peint in

time.
* POVERTY ALLEVIATION:

Because of their unigque com-
position. location and net-
works., NGOs often operate be-
yond the public sector's pe-
riphery to reach groups which
governments and development
agencies find it most difficult
to help, providing concrete as-
sistance to about one fifth of
those 1.3 billion of the world's
people living in absolute

poverty, especially those in
remote rural and poor urban

areas where government ser-
vices may be scarce or non-ex-

istent.
* PRODUCTIVE EMPLOY-

MENT. Examples ol projects
in support ol productive
employment include:

* Access to credit: In
Bangladesh. (he Grameen
Bank. one of the better known
Southern NGOs. extends small
loans to the landless poor In
over 23000 villages, and
boasts a 95 per cent repay-
menits rate.

* North-South assistance:
Between 1970-1990, grants by
Northern NGOs, one third of
which came from government
sources, (o developing coun-
tries jumped from just over $1
billion to $5 billion a year.

* Entrepreneurship: The
Paris-based Business
Association for the World
Social Summit (BUSCO), in-
volving business leaders in 30
countries on four continents,
has developed its own
Programme of Action of
Entrepreneurs to submit to
the Summit which includes
proposals for conditions that
promote. inter alia, productive
employment. Lhe dissemina-
tion of technologies and voca-
tional training. and intensified
investments ‘in developing
couniries

From Poverty to Better Living

Momtaz Begum (33) of village Kestopur m Mymensingh narrates her utory of
reaching a self-reliant stage.

am a small trader now. |
deal in cloths. | purchase
'sari’ and ’'lungi’ from

Islampur of Dhaka and sell -

them to the hawkers in
Mymensingh market.
Sometimes, the local women
buy ‘'sari’ directly from me
according to their choice. With
this business the family is on
the way of attaining a stability;
poverty and affliction have
been moderated.

Préviously, my husband was
the only bread earner for the
family. His occupation was
dealing in pickles. His capital
was insufficient and hence, his

earning was far below the ac-

tual need. Most of the days had

to be passed even on starva-
tion. As we had not family
property, poverty was acute.
To reduce poverty and adver-
sity from the family and to get
a sort of solvent life | joined
the ASA Landless Women's
Group. | attended the devel-
opment education class for one
year, Various Issues on
women's righjs, divorce,
dowry, minor marriage, saline
preparation, homestead clean-
liness, environmental care,
etc. were discussed in the
class. From the discussion I
learnt certain things that help
me in my family life. | learnt to
sign my name. Also, | learnt
about numbers, alphabets, cal-
culation, etc.

| can't note down all the
equations of account keeping,

Tk 2.300/-.

hut | do never lace any difli-
culty. Actually my investment
in the business is not so large

it's only Tk 10.000/-. The

‘dealers of Islampur give me

cloths of such huge amount
relying only on mutual trust. At
the initial stage the capital was
formed from ASA-credit. I got
credit for three terms. Every
year | duly paid the instal-
menis and made a regular sav-
ings. So | do not face any prob-:
lem in receiving credjt.

For the lirst time [ received
Tk 2,000/- as credit from the
organization. With this money |
purchased sari and lungl from
[slampur wholesale market in
Dhaka. brought Il 1o
Mymensingh and sold to the
pedlars. | went to Dhaka by
train and stayed in a relative's
house at Keranigonj. In this
way, | used to Lravel twice a
week. | worked hard for my
business. | always purchased
cloths from the market myself.
[ could also be able to manage
my trip with a minimum ex-
penditure. To avoid troubles |
used to sell away all cloths to
the pediars keeping only 10%
profit. In this process, after
continuing my business
throughout the year, | drew an
income of about Tk 16,000/-
From that | made repayment of
my ‘credit amount with 15%
service charge which stood at
| also -::lepmltad
Tk 200/- as weekly savi
throughout the year. For eac
“trip my expenditure was Tk

50/- on average and | con-
tributed Tk 20/- per day to the
family expenses. Including ev-
erything my yearly expenditure
stood at Taka 14,000. The bal-
ance in my hand was Taka
2000 only. In the next year [
got Tk 3.000/- as credit.
Adding the previous year's bal-
ance to the credit amount my
capital became Tk 5,000/-.

invested the total amount in
my business. As the quantity of
cloth increased considerably, |
lessened the frequency of my

. tour and began traveling once

7 week. Then, | could earn a
profit of Tk 500/- per week. I
could utilize about 40 weeks in
the year and earned a total
amount of about Tk 20,000/-.
This time I spent Tk 25/- on
average per day for their fam-
ilv.

Last year my txpcndlturt
was Tk 15.000/- including in-
stalments, savings, con-
veyance, family expenditure
etc. After deducting all the ex-
penses incurred, my total in-
come was Tk 5,000/-. When
the total credit was cleared up,
the organization provided me
with an amount of Tk 4,000/-.
On receiving this my capital
has become Taka 9,000. At the
time of festivals (Eid, Puja) the
profit increases considera
Now, | can manage the fi
in a smooth way adding my
husband's income with that of
mine. | think, this is enough

for me.

| would start printing sari
in near future. [ think, that will
be more profitable. More

tal will also be needed for that.
But it would be profitable if 1
purchase 'Dhutf’ from Dhaka
and after printing the same
sell in Mymensingh. | believe
that | shall be able to become
economically self-reliant
through this process.

At present, | am not in-
debted to others. | not longer
need borrowing from the
money lenders. | myself bear
all expenditure of my chil-
dren's education. Also in the
house a new room has been
constructed with the income
from eredit operation.
Although my husband's earning
is considerably low, our joint
income ensures better li
for the family members. | hape
to purchase a ptece of land in
near future.

— An ASA rase study



