commander-in-chiel of one of

down following sethacks for
the ethnle minority. ineluding
the loss of their headquarters

sources said ,General Bo Mya
will funtlnue
largely ceremonial position of
KNU president until the next
~party congress, when a major
feshuffle is ex

on Saturday at an emergency
meetling called
strategy and a possible reshuf-

said
abruptly on reports that thou-
sands of Myanmar government
troops were advancing
Karens' makeshift temporary
headquarters

Myanmar.
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Arab FMs meet tomorrow: e

foveicn ministers ol Egypt. Syria and six Gulf Arab monarchies
will meet in Catro on Tuesday for talks on the Middle East
peace process i on ways to boost cooperation in line with
the Damascus declaration they signed after the 1991 Gulf
Wi AFP reports from Cairo.

LUikler the accord., which has not yet been implemented,
Svria and Egypt are to provide the six-nation Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) with military aid in return for some 10 billion
dlollar worth of economic assistance,

Endeavour lands in California:

Dismal weather lorced seven astronauts to make a detour to
Calilornia on Saturday after postponing their scheduled
landing in Florida and establishing a record time of nearly 17
days in space, Reuter reports fromn Cape Canaveral, Florida.
Chased [rom the Kennedy Space Centre by thunderstorms
for the second day in a row, Endeavour swooped out of mostly
sunny skies to touch down on a breeze-swept runway at
Edwards Air Foree Base at 1:47 pm. The shuitle landed in the
Mojave Deserl. some 3.000 miles west of where ground
crews had planped ww received it and its crew al the

conclusion of a marathon seience journey
Queen in South Africa: guen e
I New from Lomuwlon to South Africa on Saturday, night to

begin her historic visit, AP reports from London.

The gueen and Prince Philip. who already is in South
Alrica. will be the guests of President Nelson Mandela for the
visit marking South Africa’s return to the Commonwealth
lollowing the end of apartheid.

Serbs detain UN observer: sosnian

Serb forces detained a UN miilitary observer on Saturday in a
Sarajevo suburb where a rash ef Serb hijackings of UN
vehicles has occurred over the past week, a United Nations
spokesman sald, Reuter reports from Sarajevo.

The observer. a Russian who was unarmed and was
carrying a diplomatic passport, was taken to a police station
after being picked up around midday, the spokesman,
Alexander Ivanko, said.

3 Bosnian soldiers held: mree musim

Bosnian army soldiars in the government-held Bihac enclave
have been arrested on suspicion of murdering a Bosnian
Croat army officer who disappeared more than a week ago,
state television reported on Saturday night, Reuter says from
Sarajevo. /

A military court judge ordered the arrests on Wednesday,
according to the evening news bulletin on TV in Sarajevo.

21 militants killed in Algeria:

Algerian security forces killed 21 fundamentalists over the
past four-day. including one shot by troops hunting men who
slit the throats of two teenage sisters, Algerian security .
ollicers said on Saturday. Reuter reports from Tunis.

Algeria’s official news. agency APS, received in Tunis and
quoting an Algerian security force statement, said 20 armed
militants were killed during search operations between
Tuesday and Friday in nine ﬂllages and cities, including the
Algerian {'apital

Perry in Saudi Arabia: vs beienc
Secretary William Perry, on a tour of Gulf region, said he
hoped the release of two Americans held in Iraq would be
resolved this weekend. AP reports from Jeddah.

Perry, who arrived in Saudi Arabia.on Saturday, said the
two men are in no danger and that they are employed by
McDonnel Douglas Corp. Lo service aircraft for Kuwait. Perry
is on his second visit to the otl-rich kingdom in five months.

- Ll - .
Manila admits maid’s crime: »
Filipino maid who became a national heroine when hanged
lor murder in Singapore angrily admitted she committed the
crime, a Filipino diplomat was quoted Sunday as saying, AP
reports from Manila.

Thousands of mourners lined the streets, many of them
throwing flowers. as a hearse passed by Saturday with the
body of Flor Contemplacion, 42, who was executed Friday for
the 1991 murder of another Filipino maid and that women's
4-year-old charge

Polls in Zimbabwe next month:

Zimbabwe will hold parliamentary elections April 8-9, the
third since independence, but Mugabe has entrenched power
by crushing djssent and creating laws favouring his ruling
party, AP reports froom Harare.

The ‘only leader since white-ruled Rhodesia became
Zimbabwe in 1980, Mugabe also has toned down the theme of
reconciliation with economically powerful whites that he
preached in the early years. Three weeks before the election.
Lthe oulcome is certain. Mugabe's Zimbabwe African National
Undon Patriotic Front, which holds all but three seats in the
current parliament, already has won 52 of the 120 seats.

Vatican for defence cut:
The Vatican has urged all nations to slash spending on
defence and weapons as part of efforts to improve the lives of
womern. Reuter reports from Vatican City.

It also denounced domestic violence in a statement
released on Saturday. The statement was originally read out
last week in New York at a preparatory meeting for a major
UN sponsored conference on women scheduled for Beljing in
September

US artist Slim dead: suunyiand sim.

legendary blues pianigt who helped power the raucous
Chicago sound. died on Friday at age 87, AP reporis from
Chicago.

Siim. also a singer and composer, was awarded a National
Heritage Fellowship from the National Endowment for the
Arts in 1988 and was lauded as one of America's great
traditional artists

Finns go to polls: rinands voters appear

certain w change mﬂr government in general elections
taking place Sunday aflcr four turbulent years marked by
ecoriomic depression and dramatic foreign policy
developments, Reuter reports from Helsinki.

Opinion polls predict that the opposition Social Democrats
will win about 28 per cent of the vote and will lead Lhe nexi
government as Finland's most powerful party.

Karen C-in-C resigns

BANGKOK. Mar 19: The

stepped down from the posi-
tion bul the will still carry on

Lhe world s . oldest rebel Lhe posilion of president.”
groups. the Karen Naltional Arthur Shwe. appointed KNU
Union (KNU). has stepped Minister of Foreign Affairs at

the meeting. told Reuters.
Bo Mya. 67, has acted as
commander-in-chief of the

te Myanmar army. reports  8,000-strong guerilla force and
Reuter president of the KNU for more
KNU rebels and That then 21 years. The KNU was

formed in 1949 to fight for au-
tonomy from Yangon central
government right after Myan

mar  gained independence
from Britain in 1948

The rebels suffered a major
setback last December after a
Buddhist faction staged a
mutiny against the Christian-
dominated group. breaking
away and eventually defecting
to join the Myanmar govern-
ment side.

The split was a key factor
in the collapse of KNU head-
quarters at Manerplaw in late
January, foliowed by the cap-
ture of the rebels last- major
stronghoid of Kawmoora on

February 21,

to hold the

The change was made late
to discuss
Thai intelligence sources
the meeting ended
on the
in southwest
has

"General Bo Mya

ISLAMABAD, Mar 19:
Afechan government forces have
captured the Taliban student
militia’'s strategic Charasyab
base near the capital Kabul, the
Alghan embassy in Islamabad
said loday. reporis Reuter.

"~ An embassy statement said
forces loyal to President
Burhanuddin Rabbani had also

captured the Khairabad hills
and

Rishkhor garrison near
Kabul,
There was no immediate

independent confirmation of
the report. It came only a day
after a spokesman for Rabbani
in Pakistan said that govern-
ment forces would try 4o oust
the Taliban Irom Charasyab
which it captured last month

International

Afghan forces capture Taliban

Charasyab base

fromm the Hezb-I-Islami of
former prime minister and
main opposition leader Gul-
buddin Hekmatyar.

‘In continuation of the re-
cent victories scored by the
Afghan Islamic army, the last
pockets of the so-called Tal-
iban groups around Kabul were
cleared and government forces
seized the strategic points of
Charasyab, the Khairabad hills
and the Rishkhor garrison,”
the embassy said.

"‘Mohammad Agha area of
the (eastern) Logar province
was also captured by the gov-
ernment forces as a rfsult of
successful operations.”

It said the gﬂvernmenl
forces inflicted "heavy losses

province 380 km (240 miles)

and damage” on‘the Talt
and captured heavy and light

 WEapons,

Meanwhile, Thousands of
followers of an Afghan Shi'ite
faction leader killed this week
have started a long march
through central Afghanistan
with his body which they want
to bury in the nerth, a
spokesman said on Saturday.

Mourners carried the body
of opposition Hezb-I-Wahdat
leader Abdul Ali Mazari on
their shoulders as they
marched, a faction spokesman
sald in Pakistan.

‘He said it would take days
for the procession to reach .
Mazar-1-Sharif, capital of Bdlkh'

from Ghazni, where Mazari was -

reported killed on Monday
while held captive by the Tal-
iban student militia.

Wahdat on Saturday named
Mohammad Karim Khalili to be
its acting head after Mazari's
death.

Wahdat spokesman Mo-
hammad Rasul Taleb told
Reuters by telephone from the
northwestern Pakistani town
of Peshawar that people were
wailing as they marched in the
huge funeral procession.

"It is very natural, we lost a
great leader. They are in sor-
row.” he said.

Accounts of Mazari's death
difler.

Thie Brily Star §

Kashmiri leader Shabir
Shah re_]ects polls

NEW DELHI, Mar
Kashmiri separatist i.E:a.d:r
Shabir Shah said yesterday he
had no plans to take part in
eleetions in India's Jammu and

Kashrnir state, reports Reuter.

Shah told supporters in
New Delht that the time for
elections in Kashmir had
passed,

"It is time to work out a
lassting and a permanent solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem.”
the Press Trust of India (PTI)
riews agency quoted Shah as
saying,

Mew Delhi has been fight-
ing against separatist rebellion
in Jammu and Kashmir -- In-
dia's only Muslim-majority
state — in which police and
hospital sources estimate
17,000 people have been
killed in four years.

In February the Indian par-
liament extended federal rule
over the state for six months.

Home ({Interior] Minister S
B Chavan said the government
would summon political repre-
sentatives to discuss' the pos-
sibility of holding elections in
the state for the first time
since 1990, when the upl‘islllg
began.

Large crowds of supporters
greeted Shah. leader of the
People's League. as he arrived

capital after being freed from
Jail. PTI said.

- Shah, 40, who was released
in October 1994, has spent 14

of the past 20 years in
He was last jaile unde.:r

tough anti-terrorist legislation
in 1989, accused of heading to

" Pakistan to buy arms. .

- in Delhi on his first visit to the

X

T

Police constable Nandana Samansiri (L), one of 16 security personnel freed by Tamil Tiger
rebels, is helped by his mother and sister to board an ambulance shortly after he was flown in
Colombo on Suturday. from a military hase in northern Jaffna pﬂmnsula — AFP/UNB photo

Developments over Spratly

concern ASEAN

SINGAPORE. Mar 19: On
the eve ol talks between the
Philippines and China over the
disputed Spratly Islands,
neighbouring nations. ex-
pressed concern over recent
developiments and called for a
peaceful solution, reports AP.

In a statement Saturday, the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations urged all parties to
"remain faithful to the letter
and spirit of the Manila Decla-
ration on the South China Sea.”
which was issued three vears
ago. ;

Foreign affairs specialists
from ASEAN's six members,
the Philippines., Indonesia.
Malaysia. Singapore, Thailand
and Brunei. met in closed ses-
sions Friday and Saturday to
liscuss regional security.

"We urge countries in the
region to undertake coopera-

tive activities "
staternent sald.

In Lthe latest flare up last
month, Beijing said it built
what it deseribed as shelters
for fishermen at Mischief Reef,
135 nautical miles west of the
Philippines.

Philippine President Fidel
Ramos has strengihened his
country’'s forces in the area in
reaction to what Manila per-
ceives as a Chinese naval build-
up.

Neither the United States,
which has a mutual defence
treaty with the Philippines,
nor its ASEAN partners have
publicly supported the Philip-
pine position.

Admiral Richard C. Macke,
US commander in the Pacific,
said during a recent visit to
Singapore that Washington
does not support any territo-

their joint

rial claim to the Spratlys.
ASEAN works by consensus

and is slow to formulate a uni-

fied stance on touchy issues.

However, an ASEAN diplomat.
who spoke on conditioh of
anonymity, said the joint
statement
solidarity” even though it
identified none- of the
claimants by name.

The hundreds of small is-
lands and shoals are claimed in
their entirety by China, Viet-
nam and Taiwan and in part by
the Philippines, Malaysia and
Brime.

The Manila Declaration re-
ferred to in the joint state-
ment called on the Spratly
claimants to exercise restraint
and settle their disputes with-
out resorting to force.

——

"reflected ASEAN "

Crimea seeks Russian help to
end row with Ukraine

UKRAINE Mar 19 Ukrai-
ne s pro-Russian Crimea peni-
nsula has sought kussian help
to reselve a constitutional row
with Ukrainian authorities
determined to crack down on
any separalist sentiments
there, reports Reuter.

Deputies in the autonomous
region approved a deelaration
on Saturday urging Russian
president Boris Yeltsin and the
Russian parliament not to sign
a [rendship pact with Ukraine
without taking account of the
interests of Crimea and its cit

lzens -
But they took no action
aimed at contesting the

Ukrainian parliament's deci

sion on Friday e abolish Lheir
const il ution

Instead they asked Ukraine
ter wiork with them o conclude

a lreaty on future relations and
said 1hey were ready to hold a
referendum on the region’s fu-
ture, with Russia, Ukraine and
international bodies overseeing
the vote

"After such a contemptuous
act (by Ukraine] it was impos-
sible simnply to do nothing in
reply.,” said deputy Mikhail
Akhyrev. "The reaction of the
Russian federation is very im-
portant for us."

Parllamentary chairman
Sergel Tsekov saild Russia was
“waiting for our decision.”

But in Moscow. the deputy
chairman of the lower house of
Russia's parliament. Mikhail
Mityukov. said Ukraine's row
with Crimea was an internal
maltter

There can be no denying
that Russia has a whole seriées

of iuterests in Crimea.” Inter-
fax news agency said he told
the Ukraintan ambassador. "But
we respect and will continue
to respect Ukraine's territorial
integrity and existing borders.”

Russia has been most reluc-
tant to become involved in the
Crimea dispute. one of several
issues which have delayed the
signing of a friendship treaty

. betweenn Moscow and Kiev.

The two countries have now
initialled the pact and are due
to sign It when Yeltsin visits
Kiev, possibly next month.

Interfax quoted a source
close 1o Crimean President
Yurli Meshkov as saying elite
Ukrainian troops, escorted by
20 armoured wvehicles, were
moving rtowards Simferopol, a
Crimean city of 450.000 peo-

A group of 350 soldiers arrive by plane prom Pakistan for the United Nations mission in Haiti.

The UN will officially assume mnt.rul of peacekeeping in Haiti from the multinational forces
on March 3] during visit of US President Clinton and UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-

Chah

— AFP/UNB photo

CIA pmmoted .
Abdel-Rahman!

NEW YORK, Mar 19: The
CIA brought the blind cleric
accused of mastermlnding a
terror campaign against the
US government,into the coun-.
try to rally support for Islamic
fundamentalists fighting the
Soviets in Afghanistan, New

York magazine reports, reports
AP,

~~ The CIA sponsored Sheikh

Omar Abdel-Rahman's visits to
"jlhad offices" around the
United States starting in 1986,
the magazine says in its March
27 issue, without specifying its
SOuUrces. _

The "jihad,” or holy war, of-
fices were American outposts
for the Cm-fundch Mujahideen
fighting the occupying Soviets.
The war ended in 1989.

Speculation about the
Egyptian cleric's ‘relationship
with the US government has
abounded for years, despite

denials by the CIA and other’

US agencies that they have any
connection with him.

Between 1986 and 1990,
he received at lest three visas
to enter the United States.
Eventually he received perma-
nent resident status.

In 1990, a CIA ﬂfﬂc:er
serving at the US Embassy in
Sudan unwittingly approved
Abdel-Rahman's tourist visa,
the State Department deter-
mined in 1993,

Ahmad Khomeml
laid to rest

TEHRAN, Mar 19: Hun-
dreds of thousands of mourn-
ers turned out for the funeral
of Ayatellah Ruhollah Khome-
ini's last surviving ‘'son Ahmad
who was buried next to the

Founder of the Islamic Repub-

lic Saturday amid chaotic
scenes, reports AFP.

A huge crowd of people hit-
ting their heads and chest in a
sign of grief followed the body
of Ahmad Khomeini for hours
through Tehran to the mau-
soleum of his father in the cap-
ital's southern suburbs.

Khomeini, 50, a staunch
defender of his father's anti-
western legacy, died Friday
after suffering a heart attack
five days earlier.

He was buried to the right
of Ayatollah Khomeini in the
huge black-and-white marble
mausoleum topped with a
dome and four golden
minarets.

UKI-Sinn Fein
talks in 2 weeks

PHILADELPHIA. Mar 19:
IRA + political leader Gerry
Adams said Saturday he would
like to see top-level talks with
Britain begin within two weeks
of his scheduled return to
Neorthern Ireland reporis AP.

Winding down an unprece
dented. weeklong trip tot he
United States scheduled to
end Sunday, the head of the
Sinn Fein pariy commended
President Clinton for pushing

ahead the peace process by

granting the visa that allowed a
first diplomatic .visit In 20

Over 70pc feel

unsafe in

Boi

BEIJING, Mar 19: In a re.
flection of China's growing
crime problem, a survey pub-
lished today showed that more
than 70 per cent of those re-
spoending feel unsafe in the
Chinese capital, réports AP

While still mild compared
W levels in many Western na-
tons. crime has risen sharply
in recent years. More and
more people have bought
metal doors for their homes
and alarms for their cars, and
some even are Mring body-

irp-crlu of fhajor crime¥
rose 156 per cent last year,
with fraud up 26.3 per eent
and theft up 17.7 per cent, of-
ficial figures show

Many city people blame
rising crime on the millions of
migrant workers and peasants
who are flocking to cities for

Cong (I) meet in Apr to

assess polls defeat

NEW DELHI, Mar 19:
Members of India's ruling
Congress Party, faced with a
mixed bag

assess the party's poll perfor-
marnce, the Press Trust of In-
dia (PTI) said on Saturday, re-
porfs Reuter.

The news agency said the

party, headed by Prime Minis-

ter PV Narasimha Rao, has de-
cided to hold a meeting of
members of the All India
Congress Committee (AICC), a
pivotal body within the party,
in New Delhi. '
* Congress was trounced by
the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in the fast-
industrialising Western state of
Gujarat and lost power in
neighbouring Maharashtra,
India's richest state in elec-
tions held in February.

A saving grace for Congress
was an unexpected victory in
eastern Orissa.

of results in state-
elections, will meet in April to .

The party
three' of the four states than
voted late last year and has
managed to clearly hold on to
just two of the six siates that
voted in the past twe months.

Several party dissidents,
backing expelled leadership
challenger Arjun . Singh, had
threatened to fo request

‘an_AICC 'session if the party

failed to call a meeting to dis-
cuss issues raised by Arjun
Singh, PTI said.

Arjun Singh, a former Cabi-
net minister. was expelled
from the party in February for

campaigning against the prir.m:
minister.

Many d issidents

Congress’ poor showing was
due to Rao's economic reforms
and say the best way to im-
prove the party's standing is to
focus more on the needs of the '

poor'.

the Record

in time to see the curtain
rise at his son's school play,
reporis AP.

"Prince .Charles was in B

Morocco in the morning at
the end of his Lrip to Egypt
and North Africa.” Bucking-
ham Palace said. Then he
flew to Spain for the wedding
of Princess Elena, eldest
daughter of King Juan Carlos,
to banker Jaime de
Marichalery Saenz de Tejada.

‘But he was only dropping”
in quickly for the reception
alterwards so he could. get
back in time,” the palace
spokesman said.

Charles Hew into London's
Heathrow Airport at 5:20 pm
and was driven the 30 miles
to Ludgrove school at
Wokingham. in time for 4he
start of Prince -‘Harry's
student play.

Both Harry, 10, and
Prince William. 12 are pupils
and Ludgrove, but only Harry
had a role,

DUBLIN: '

The Irish parliament,

pro-life groups.

All that is needed is for President M

into law. Bul,

abortion ban.

in the courts.”

MANILA. Mar 19: The gov-
ernment today announced the
postponement of next month's
visit by Singapore's prime min-
ister following the public
outcry here over the execution
of a Filipino maid in the island
city-state, reports AP.

Foreign Affairs Secretary
Robert Romulo also told re-
porters Lhe government! was
recalling envoys to Singapore
and six other countries to dis-
cuss measures to protect Fil-
ipinos wotrking abroad.

He said
commission would be formed
to Investigate the conduct of
the Philippine Embassy in the
cage of Flor Contemplacion,
42, who was hanged last Friday
for a double murder despite

appeais by President Fidel
Ramos and others.

The execution capped a
week of protest, accuspationg

| Charlgs a dutiful father |
LONDON: Prince Charles flew [rom Morocco to Seville for
the Spanish royal wedding on Sdturdav lhen Jctted hﬂﬂ]:f jusl

Prince Willlam had earlier attended a Wales-Ireland rugby
match in Cardifl, Wales with the Princess of Wales.

Bill allowing women access
to abortion in SC

Ireland's president on Saturday referred to the
Supreme Court a controversial bill allowing women access to
abortion information for the first time, reperts AP.

or Dail,
which is bitterly opposed by the Roman Catholic church and

in a widely expected move,
Saturday she wants the Supreme Court to decide if it conflicts
with Ireland's constitution, which bans abortion.

" The bill, which enables doctor and other professionals to
give women the names and addresses of abortion clinics
abroad. provides the first loophole in Ireland’'s blanket

sothe 4,000 [rish women go to Britain for abortions each

Five Supreme Court judges have 60 days te give a ruling. If
they decide it is constitutional, it cannot be challenged again

a presidential ’

lost power in .

. feel

already passed the bill,

Robinson to sign it
she indicated

that she was tortured into con-
[essing, and dttempts by
lawvers to have the execution
postponed. It also has led to a
crisis in relations between the
Philippines and Singapore,
both members of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions.

' Thousands of mourners

ined the streets, many of
them throwing flowers, as a
hearse passed by Saturday with
Elor Contemplacion's body.

. The officials vistt scheduled
for next month of His Exeel-
lency Goh Chok Tong, prime
minister of the Republic ef
Singapore. has been postponed
lo a more propitious time,"
Romulo told reporters without
elaboration. "This postpone-
ment was reached by mutual
agreement between the
Philippine and Singaporean
governments.”

Philippines postpones
Singapore PM's visit



