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2.38 lakh acres of arable land
left untouched in greater Sylhet

SYLHET. Mar 18: Several
lakh acres ol cultivable land
have been lyving uncultivated
for years together in different
districts ol the greater Sylhet
region. Taking advantage of the
situalion. some influential
quarters have been engaged in
grabbing the valuable govern-
meni land while due (o the ab-
sence of proper planning for
bringing these uncultivable
land for cultivalion the country
is being deprived of crops
worth about Taka one hundred
and [lifty crore. said an official
source.

According to a survey, a to-
tal of about two lakh 38 thou-
sand acres of arable land have
been lying uncultivated in this
North-Eastern region of the
country. It includes, one lakh

19 thousand acres in 10 thanas
under Sunamganj. 62 thousand

From Igbal Siddique

34 thousand acres in eight
thanas under Habiganj and 23
thousand acres in six thanas
undfr_lflmhrihnz_ﬂ' district.

Two groups clash,
15 injured

BARISAL, Mar 18: At least
15 persons were injured,
three of them critically, follow-
ing a clash between two groups
at Naikathi village under Sadar
thana of Jhalakathi district
around 3 pm on Monday.

Witnesses and police said,
the clash was the sequel of
previous enmity over land dis-
pute in that village.

During the clash two houses
were ransacked and at least 15
persons were injured.
Critically injured Jainab
Begum., 43, Abu Hossain, 34,
and Jamaluddin were admitted

acres iar |1

thanas in Svihet,

into Jhalakathi Sadar Hospital.

An official of the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Extension
told this correspondent that,
dilferent crops like IRRI-boro
paddy, wheat. jute, sugarcane,
lobacco, betel nut, mustard
and others could easily be
produced in these areas. The
total yield of crops would be
about three lakh metric
tonnes, he said. The total value
of the crops would be about
taka one hundred and fifty
crore, Lhe source added. In
addition to this total areas,.
some considerable area could
also be used for afforestation,
he expressed.

It is alleged that, due to the
absence of proper planning to
ulilise these land, some inter-
ested quarters in connivance
with a section of government
employees and officials have
been trying to occupy the gov-
ernment owned land.

SY LHET. Children are being immunised at a centre by the volunteers of Girls Guide on the

first day of National Immunisation Day.
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Government of
Office of the Executive Engineer

%m
PWD Tender Notice
(Tender No. 32/1994-95)

1 Sealed tenders in Bangladesh Form No 2911 are hereby invited
from the Special Class-1, Class-| enisted Building Contractors of Public
Works Depantment, Bangladesh for the undermentioned work and will be
received Dy the undersigned as well as by the Executive Engineer
Moigneel PWD Dmsion, Dhaka/Aampur PWD Dwision, Dhaka/Resource
PWD Division, Dhaka/Eden Bidg PWD Dmsion. Dhaka/ Narayangan
PWD Diwision. NarayanganyNarsingdi PWD Dmsion, Narsingdh up 1o
12 00 Noon on 3 4 1995 and will be opened on the same day at 12.30 PM in
presence of the intending tenderers who may like 10 remain present
Tender shall be in a sealed cover with the name of work superscribed on

it No tender will be soid to a Contractors/Firm's who has no VAT
registration

2  Name of work Construction of Dwstnct Jaidl at
Munshigonj (Sub-Head Const of
Penmeter Wall in/c “D" Wall) dunng
the year 1994-95

Tk 70 87 679%-

Tk 1.41 760)-

Estimated cos!

Eamest money
Time allowed 7 (seven) months from the date of

completion of work ssue of Work Order

Contract documents consisting of Bangladesh Form No 2911
schedule of tems, addiional & special terms and conditions eic can
pe seen and purchased from the office of the undersigned and from
the office of the Executive Engineers mentioned above dunng office
hours on payment of usual charges (Non-refundabie) up 10 2 4 1995
Md Shahjahan Choudhury

Executive Engineer
Munshgory PWD Divasion

far

DFP-584%-12/3
G—405

e =

— Star photo

3 member KU
team leaves
for UK

Har I8 | A three number

team of Khulna University.
headed by Profl. Muhammed
Golam Ali Fakir. Vice

Chancellor of the University,
left for UK Friday evening on a
short study visit for ten days.
The aim of the visit will be
establishing link programmes
with the universities ol Bangor.
Aberysiwyth and Krni in 1K,

sa}'% * KU press relea
ther two mem rﬁ of this

leam are: Md. Abdul Matin,
Asstt. Professor and Head-in
charge, Forestry and Wood
Technology Discipline and Dr.
Khairul Azam. Asstt. Prof. of
Marine Biology Discipline.
Through this visit opportu-

‘nities will emerge an effective

linkage between Khulna
University and appropriate
universities at UK will be
established. This will help ex-
pedite the launching of future
activities of Khulna University
concerning its education, re-
search, and development.
especially carrying out of re
search on the Sundarbans and

its coasjal ecoldogy and their
materialis.t o

Keeping 1lus Juture  link
prograunune in view, (wo
ieachers — one from Marine

Biology Discipline and another

irom Forestry and Wood
Technology Discipline of
Khuina University will be leav-
ing for UK to pursue higher
siudies under the auspices of
the British Council.

54 fishermen
held for catching
fish fry
From Our Correspondent
CHANDPUR. Mar 18; Fifty
four fishermen were arrested
from different areas ol Lhe
river Meghna lor catching
prohibited hilsa fish fry Watka)

recently

A mobile court headed by
Magistrate Shafikur Rahman
slong with Chandpur district
[ishery olficer caught red-
handed ihe fishermen frow
Nilkamal. Haimchar wunder
Chandpur sadar and Shaitnal,
Mohanpur. Ekhluspur under
Matlab thanas. Besides, (wenty-
five big nets. twenty boats.
curreni nets and other -
ment worth about Tk 20 lakh
were seized during the raid.
All nets were burnt in front of
public

The boats were later sald in
a public auction. The figher-

men each was fined Tk 100 for |

the crime. The arrested fish-
ermen hafled from

Chandpur.
Munshiganj Sariatpur. Bhola.
Barisal. Manikganj and Dhaka.
it may be mentioned. hilsa

fish fry are caught from the |

river Meghna and Padma dus-
ing this time of the year

Valuables worth
Tk 50,000 robbed

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Mar 18: An
armed dacoity took place at
the house of one Nonee Gopal
Sarkar of village Tarapur un-
der Sunderganj Thana re-
cently.

A gang of about 15 to 20
miscreants armed with deadly
weapons raided the house of
Nonee Gopal and looted valu-
ables worth about Tk. 50 thou-
sand.The miscreants assaulted
three persons during the da-
coity. On filing a case with
Sunderganj Thana police on
March 10 police in a drive ar-
rested one Ashruddin of village
Charitabari under Sundergan|
Thana in this connection. He
was an absconding accused of
another dacoity case.

Peace meeting
gets poor
response

BANDARBAN, Mar 18: A
peace meeting scheduled to be
held at Rajbari ground here
Friday was not held as most of
the invitees did not turn up
there, reports UNB.

The district administration
convened the meeting of local
elite, MPs, representatives of
Local Govt Council and mem-
bers of the Raj family after
Wednesday's violent clashes
between tribals and non-tribals
leaving scores of people in-
jured and several hundred
houses burnt.

It was not immediately
known why the invitees did
not attend the meeting.

After Wednesday's incident,
the situation in Bandarban ap-
peared to be normal. Bul sev-
eral thousand people whose
houses were burnt have been
living under open sky for last
three days.

The district administration
was learnt to have asked the
concerned authorities to send
reliel materials for the victims.

Fertilizer
recovered,

one arrested

BRAHMANBARIA, Mar 18:
Police reunded up a trader and
recovered 28 bags of urea fer-
tiliser from his rice godown on
Tuesday, reports UNB.

Police. following a tip-off,
raided a shop Shaon
Traders in Annanda Bazar rice
shopping centre and recov-

mmms

ered the fertiliser bags worth

over Tk 60,000 from the
godlown.
A case was registered with

the police.
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BARISAL, Mar 18: Kuakala
« a beautiful. natural tourist
spot along the Ilongest
seashore. ol the country. The
place needs proper attention
of the concerned authority to
attract more tourist for the
spot.

There is a special attraction
here in Kuakata for the tourists
as they can enjoy both, sunrise
and sunset sceneries from the
place which cannot be wit-
nessed from any other spot in
the country.

Kuakata is situated along
ihe sea coast in Latachapali
union under Kalapara thana ol
Patuakhali district. Some por-
tion of this union is along the
seashore which is 12 kilome-

tres long and [live kllnmetres
wide.

During 1972 Lhe then gov-
ernment undertook a pro-
gramme to develop the spol
into a tourist resort and ac-
quired 2.33 acres of land for
the purpose. in 1975 a tender
was called with an estimated

cost ol Tk 27 lakh which was

later abandoned for unknown
reasons. In 1981 a ministerial
cabinet meeting was also held
to decide what to do with the
incomplete stage of the pro-

-gramme. Unfortunately until

today no development has
been achieved to make Kuakata
into a standard tourists place.

Kuakata is well known for
holy place for the Hindu and
Buddhist community. Thou-
sands of people from both the
communities come here to
participate in the 'Holy Rash'’
and 'Maghi Purnima’ every

The strange way of living by
the local tribal
Kuakata attracts the tourists
very much. The 134 maunds
heavy brass 'Buddha’ idol and
‘Bauddha Bihar' made by the
local Rakhain community are
some of the attractions for the
Lourists in the area.

The rows ol coconul and
betelnut trees along the
seashore here are no less at-
traction than any other spot.

The concerned authority,
the tourist bureau is not doing
much as it needs to be done.

Many tourists alleged that
there is no accom tion ar-
rangements like bunglows.
standard hotels, scope for
swimming, boatl riding, waler
skiing or. any other entertain-
menis o -attacks tourists.

Transporiation facilities to
and (rom Kuakata is hazardous

gutted in Bhola, Comilla

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Mar 18: Twenty-
iwo houses were gutted and
wuorth property worth about Tk
40 lakh have been completely
destroyed in a devastating fire
that brokeout from a house in
Balurchar village under Kalma
union of Lalmohan thana ol
Bhola district on Wednesday.

Witnesses said., the [ire
priginating from the house ol
Jone Gura Mia Lthe fire en-
gulled the houses one after an-
other,

It may be mentioned that as
there were no Fire Service
unit at the thana headquarter
any lire incident occurrcd have

e e controlled by the local
people

Our Correspondent form
Comilla adds: A rice mill and
two houses were gulled when
fire broke oul in lwo separate
places here Friday. :

According lo witnesses. an
eleciric short circuit sparked
ofl the fire which gutted the
Modern Rice Mill at the indus-
irial estale here at about 1 pm.
Owners clammed Lhat property
worth abeut Taka 20 lakh have
been damaged in the incident.
Five employees of the mill also
received minor burn injuries.

Another fire. also believed
o be eriginated from electric
shorl circuit, burnl into ashes
iwo houses the same day.
Delails of the incident could
nol be gathered.

Another report from
Galbandha adds . A devastating
fire originating [rom the house
of ome Montezer Rahman of
village Barokona under Shaghta
Thana ., .damaged properties
worth about Taka three lakh

recently.

The [lire-originating from
the cow-shed of the victim,
soon spread to adjacent
houses. Twenty five dwelling
houses including all its belong-
ings were reduced to ashes.
The fire was. however, extin-
guished by the local people
fighting lor three long hours.

Another report [rom Patua-
khali says: Houses of one
Sekandar Peada of Jain Kathi
village under sadar thana of
Patuakhali district were burnt
to ashes in a devastating fire
that broke out on Monday.

The fire originated from
the kitchen of Sekandar Peada
spreading a very short time
engulfing other houses one by
one — local sources said.

Properties worth 10 lakh
taka have been destroyed dur-
ing the incident. No human ca-
sualty is reported yet. Fire
Service vehicles could not
reach the spot due to narrow

lanes — sources said.

Kerosine oil

furnace explodes,
15 injured -

From Staff Correspondent

BHOLA, Mar 18: At least 15
persons were injured, two of
them critically when a keros-
ene oil pump furnace burst out
im a sweetmeat shop at the
Charfasion bazar of Bhola
district Tuesday.

Critically injured Kanai, 23,
and Bashir, 28 were admitted
to the Charfasion Health

GAIBANDHA: A wagon of a goods train rammed into a
shop after it derailed during shunting at Mohinagan)

recently
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Kuakata — an attractive tourist
spot yet it remains neglected

From Aroop Talukdar
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as Lhe only road linking be conipleted.

Kuakata and outside is vet to Still thousands of tourisis

Move te upgrade
educational
facilities
in Bhola

BHOLA, Mar 18: The Facili-
ties Department under the
Ministry of Education has
taken up a scheme for con-
struction of 95 non-govern-
ment junior high schoeols in
greater Barisal district, reports
UNB.

The project will be imple-
mented during (he current fis-
cal vear at a cost of Tk 11.56
crore. said an oflicial source.

Under the programme, 35
schools will be constructed in
Pirojpur. 25
in Barisal and 15 in Bhola dis-
tricts.

According to the source,
the construction work will
start soon and is expected to
be completed by June next.

Another report adds: Sadar
thana police recovered a body
of an unidentified oldman from
a launch recently.

Police said, the man coming
from Katpatti ghat to Bhola by
the launch Karmaphuli, was
found dead at llisha ghat here.

Being informed by the
Ansar squad of the launch,
sadar thana police recovered
Lthe body. A case has been filed.

Rice price
registers
abnormal hike

BHOLA, Mar 18: The price
of rice is increasing in the
district day by day causing
hardship to the poor and low
income group of people, re-
ports UNB.

Local people said, per kg
coarse rice in being sold be-
iween Tk 14 and Tk 15
medium quality between Tk 16
and Tk 17 and fine quality
between Tk 18 and Tk 20.

Local traders said. the sup-
ply of rice is quite inadequate
comparing with its demand.

Local leaders said the gov
ernment supply of rice in the
Open Market Sale centres is
guite inadequate and as a re-
sult, hundreds of people have
to wait for hours together for
only three kg of rice.

Moreover, many of them go
back home disappointed, after
long wait due to exhaustion of
stock. Meanwhile, the prices
of essential commodities have
also shot up abruptly during
the last week.

in Jhalokathi, 20
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are visiting Kuakata to witness
the natural beauty along the
longest seashore of the world.

Meanwhile, Department of
Civil Aviation and the Ministry
ol Tourism have taken play to
develop Kuakata into an ideal
lourists centre.

According to the plan
laken, initially a "Tourist Es-
tate' will be established on 500
acres of land, Besides, hotels,
motels and cottages will be
established on 500 acres of
land. The proposed ‘Tourist
Estate’ will be expanded if
necessary.

To implement the project a
nine-member committee has
been formed for feasibility
study. The committee will
submit a survey report to the
Civil Aviation Authority and the
Tourist Bureau immediately
observing the proposed estate
area and examining all sorts of
[easibility. |

The Deputy Commissioner,
Patuakhali and a representative
of Patuakhali Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
were included in the commit-
tee.

There is possibility as well
as ample scope of producing
casunuts al HKuakata. local
people said.

Sharp rise in price of
rice in different dists

From Staft Correspondent

BARISAL, Mar 18: Price-
hike ol rice is going on un-
ab.uted in different regions of
Barisal, Patuakhali. Bhola Borg-
una. Jhalakathi and Pirojpur.

Concerned authority has
lailed to control the price
hike, several sources said.

Now rice is being sold be-
iween Tk 17 and Tk 20 per kg
in different areas of these dis-
tricts.

Some 36.5 tons ol rice
have been distributed among
the people through 78 centres
under OMS programme in 10
thanas of Barisal district.

But the amount is meagre
for 22 lakh people of the dis-
trict where minimum re-
quiremen! is not less than one
thousands tons of rice per day.

According o sources, price
hike is going on unabated par-
ticularly in rural areas. In
poura area of Barisal rice is be-
ing distributed in OMS cenires
only in the "hai ddﬁ This de-
cision had been taken by the

distriet food authority which is
a wrong decision — local peo-
ple said. Following that deci-
sion only the people who are
coming te bazar area in two
'hat days’' are getting rice from
OMS centres. For rest of the
week people are deprived
from getting rice from OMS
centres.

This situation is prevailing
in other districts of Barisal di-
ViSIOn.

Our Correspondent from - |

Rangpur adds:

Upward trend

of the prices ol rice and atta is

persisting all over the district.

Rice is being sold at a price
between Tk 15 and 18 per kg
in poura and village markets,
while atia is being sold at a
price belween Tk 12 and Tk

14 per kg.

Spurces said, indiscrimi-
nate hoarding of rice and
paddy by unscrupulous traders
caused the artificial crisis re-
sulting into untold sufferings

to poor and common con-
sSuUImers.

The Open Market Sale
(OMS) ol rice and atta. intro-

duced by the government on
February 2 this year failed to
create any lavourable impaect in
market because ol its allegedly
poor allotment and misappro-
priation ol its bulk guantity by
dealers as alleged by the con-
suImers,

There are 25 rice and aftta
selling centres under the OMS
programme in the district for
which 28.5 metric ton (MT)
rice and equal quantity of utia
are allotted daily.

But there are allegations
that dealers concerned in col-

laboration with the govern-
ment officials were lifting
quotas ol rice and atta from

godowns on previous nights
and keeping those in their
stores.

Fifty per ceni of the stored
rice and atta is being sold in
blackmarkets. it was alleged.

CHANDPUR:
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Some baby«pts were donated by the Chand-

pur Rotary Club to Chandpur hospital recently.
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