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Dhaka city suffers from se-
rious water shortage. For a city

of eight million people. having

a demand of about 140 crore
litres of water per day, WASA
is at present capable of supply-
ing only half the requirement.
The present supply is derived
from 91 active deep tubewells
in Dhaka and Narayanganj re-
gion.

In some quarters It is
feared that the city may be
condemned to prolonged wa-
ter scarcity as the city's run-
away growth may never allow
the WASA to come up to the
desired level of supply posi-
Lion.
others who think that the sup-
ply shortfall can be met to a
large extent if there was satis-
factory answer to the current
system loss of 40-45 per cent.

It is felt that the shortfall is
nearly equal to the system loss

There are, however, some

through pipeline leaks, opeiw

nozzled hydrants and unautho-
rised connections. Citing a
source ol systemn loss as an ex-
ample, some observers point
out that the street hydrants in
the old city areas are the outlet
for constant drainage of water
as most ol do not have their
taps. Reportedly a survey found
a large number of them with-
out taps for the last 50 years
discharging valuable water day
and night.

The water supply situation
in the city has worsened in the
current dry season due to
over-exploitation of sub-soil
water reserves which continue
to decrease alarmingly. To
meet the rising demand for
waler. WASA has taken up

some projects such as aug-

Bei1jing's choice
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that Jiang Chunyun was an un-
known to them. President
Jiang reportedly lobbied
strongly for his Shanghai col-
league. Wu, 53. As a result, he
had a better showing: 2,366 in

favour, 210 against, 161 ab-
staining and 15 not voting.

Both men face enormous
challenges when they take up
their new duties.

One-third of China's
100,000 state-owned enter-
prises were losing money at
the end of last year, according
to government statistics. The
drain on state coffers has con-
tributed to more than 20 per
cent inflation.

In agriculture, development
‘is rapidly using up farmland
and farmers have tended to
turn away from staples like
grain and cotton and look for
other ways of making more
money. Rising food costs have
been a major factor in inflation.

City's Water Crisis

By ASM Nurunnabi

menting the capacity of
Chadnighat surface waler
treatment plani by way of bal-
ancing, modernisation, and
rehabilitation. Besides, 20
more deep tubewells will be
sunk against our best judge-
ment. since we all know well
that sub-soil water sources
have dried out due (o their
over-exploitation. The experts,
however, say that surface wa-
ter-based plants could help
solve the water crisis and re-
duce the pressure on sub-soi
reserves.

In this context. all hope is
pinned on the French-aided
Syedabad Water Treatment
Plant. WASA sources are of the
view that water crisis will con-
tinue till this plant is com-
pleted. It is Sscheduled to be
completed in three phases by
2010 with water supplied from
the Sitalakhva river.

On completion of the first
phase of the project at a cosi
of Tk. 708 crore in four years,
the plant will be able to supply
50 Imperial Metric Gallons
(IMGD) per day through, the
existing 1294 kilometres of
distribution channels of the
WASA. The next phase will also
take four years and the plant
will then supply another 50
IMGD. When the last phase is
completed by 2010, the plant
will supply 200 IMGD against
the present requirement of
128 IMGD. WASA presently
supplies around 70 IMGD. '

The Sayedabad Water
Treatment Plant is estimated
to cost Tk. 3000 crore.
Misgiving is expressed that
since not a single brick has
heen laid on the proposed site

as yet, there is likelihood of a
natural cost escalation over the
next sixteen years by which
time the project is expected to
be cumpﬂcd E}bicmri feel
that the owver-long time-frame
looks variable if we fail to begin
early enough.

Containing the system loss
is a much debated issue. It is
felt in some guarters that it
holds the key to a sizeable eas-
ing of the water scarcity if suc-
cess can be achieved in arrest-
ing the system loss through
sheer efficiency. Controlling
the systemic waste of water in
the first place has assumed
importance, pending comple-
tion of the contemplated pro-
jects for additional sources of
waler.

On account of our failure to
timely put a new water treat-
ment plamnt in place, we have
reached a situation in which
the Dhaka city which has an
abundant supply of surface wa-
ter around its perimeter

should be practically starving
of it.

Experts feel that there is no
likelihood of any dramatic im-
provemen! of the situation as
almost the entire water re-
quirement in the city is met by
a battery of deep tubewells.

Hence, according to ex-
perts and WASA sources, the
water crisis in the capital is
likely to continue in the near
[uture,
 In wonsideration of the
overall . water situation, the
need is unt and urgent
that we' must use water with
utmost economy and save the

last drops.

Chinese President Jiang Zemin drops his yvellow ballot sheet
into the voting box to cast his ballot in the election of two new
vice-premiers at the plenary session of the Eighth National

People's Congress yesterday in Beijing.

— AFP photo

Azam asks govt
to quit for
fresh polls

FARIDPUR, Mar 17: Jamaat-
e-Islami Ameer Golam Azam
today renewed the demand for
immediate resignation of the
governmeni to pave the way
for Iresh elections under a
carelaker administration, re-
ports UNB.

"During its four-year . in
power, Lhe present govern-
ment has lailed to prove its ef-
ficiency in running the coun-
try”. he Lold a public meeting
at " Faridpur High School

ground in the g

The Jamaal- tﬁci said this
is the first timie after 1970
that he is dthﬂﬂng a meet-
ing in Faridpur, =« :

Criticising BNP gov-
ernment for ¢

he said:
that you have to remain in
power during the election.”
Azam also criticised the
government for its “failure to
check the abnormal price-hike
of rice, lertil ~and paper”
and expresse goncern
about the deteriorating law and
order situation in the eguntry.

CPA body
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volume of traffic and
containerised cargo at the port
has prompted the authorities
to plan for expansion of its
infrastructure with modern
equipment and faecilities to
match other Asian peorts,
official sources said.
Though the installed han-

dling capacity of the port
stands at 6 million metric

tons, its traffic in the '93-94 .

fiscal rose to 7.9 million MT,
up from 7.6 million MT in '92-
93.

Containers handled in '93-
94 recorded at 175,000 TEUs,
and increase of 25,000 TEUs
over the previous year.
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Bangabandhu's birthday
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lent while the whole nation is
celebrating the birthday of the
great national leader”., she
said.

~ Referring to Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's recent
visit to the grave of Banga-
bandhu, the AL chief said, "It is
not clear why and for what
purpose the PM visited
Bangabandhuw's mazar since she
(the PM) never recognised the
contributions of the great
leader.”

Turning to the Opposition
agitation she said Opposition
MPs were compelled to resign
and take to the streets since
they were not allowed to speak
in Parliament on national is-
sues. She also criticised the
government for 'failing’ to ar-
rest; the price spiral of essen-
tials including rice and fer-
tiliser and called for unseating
‘the "vote-dateit and .corrupt”

government.

Held at the GT High School
ground in.the afternoon, the
meeting was also addressed by
M.. yders Zillur Rahman,

a Choudhury, Abdur Raz-
zak Amir Hossain Amu,
' Salahuddin Yusuf', Hozlffar
Hossain Paltu, Sheikh Faalu]
Karim Selim and Sheikh Mo-
thammad Abdullah, Charge

| d’Affaires of the Russian, Em-

bassy in Dhaka Sergei Velefkin,
Prof. Kabir Choudhury. Prof
Mazharul Islam, Justice KM
Sobhan, journalists Habibur
-Hahman* ilon, Hassan
Shahrier, ﬁhafiqu: Rahman
and Altaf Mahmud, poet Ma-
hadev' Saha. writer Rashid
Haider and others.

People from different areas
of Tungipara and other parts
of the country thronged the
_venue to participate in Mu-
jib's birth celebration pro-
gramines.

In the capital, the Awami

and its front organisa-
the Bangabandhu
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Parishad and many other so-
cio-cultural organisations laid
wreaths at the portrait of
Sheikh Mujib at the Banga-
bandhu Bhaban in the morning.

AL leaders, including Abdus
Samad Azad, Dr Alauddin, To-
fael Ahmed, Fazlul Haq, Prof
Abu Sayeed, Rahmat Ali, Shud-
hangshu Shekhar Halder, Ab-
dul Momin Talukder, SAMS
Kibria. Barrister Shawkat Ali

and Mofazzal Hossain Chowd-

hury Maya were present during
the laying of wreaths in Dhaka.

Mayor Mohammad Hanif,

.. Who is also president of the
city umtﬂag;. ‘also placed a-

: wrf:a‘th

ae

“The " ﬂay’a prugramme in-
cluded hoisting national and
party flags atop the party cen-
tral office, discussions and mi-
lad mahfils.

Party sources said, similar
were taken

units of the AL,

The Bangabandhu Parishad
organised a painting exhibition
at the Bangabandhu Bhaban
premises and a gathering of
children and juveniles in the
afternoon.

Hundrﬂds of people
thronged the Bagabandhu Bha-
ban yesterday and visited the
Bagabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Memorial Museum
which remained open for chil-
dren.

Sheikh the

Rehana,

. youngest daughter of Sheikh
' Mujib, was present at the mu-

seum throughout the day.

The organisations,. which
placed wreaths at the portrait
of Bangabandhu in the city, in-
cluded Jatiya Sramik League,
Awami Jubo  League, Mahila
Awami League, Sechha Sebak
League, Bangladesh Chhatra
League, Jagannath Hall Stu-
dents Union, Sadhana Sangsad,
Sonar Bangla Jubo Parishad,

Parishad, Bs
gar, Auto-Rickshaw Sramik
League, Muktijoddha Sanghati
Parishad, Bangabandhu Prakau-
shali Parishad, Bangabandhu
Chikitsak Parishad, Awami
Garments Sramik League and
Amra Mujib Sena.
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Azeri tr(;om crush coup
bid, kill rebel leader

MOSCOW, Mar 17: Azerbai-
jJunlt government troops cru-
shed a coup altempt by rebel
police and killed their leader
in a bloody gun-battle today in
the Caucasus republic's capital
Baku, President Geidar Aliyev
said, reports AFP.

Before dawn today, govern-
ment soldiers stormed the
compound where members of
the elite Opon unit were holed
up since Tuesday.

A lierce fire fight ensured,
with exchanges of mortar,
grenade and machinegun fire,
Russian news agencies said.

The news agency Interfax
put the casualty toll at 8 peo-
ple Kkilled and 40 wounded
during the fighting at the po-
lice compound. in a residential
suburb of Baku. about 8 kilo-
metres (5 miles) from the
centre.

It was not clear how many
of the casualties were eombat-
ants and how many civilians.
The shooting damaged build-
ings around the base and resi-

_dents fled into hiding.

Quoted by Interfax, Aliyev
said the mutinows police had
been planning to overthrow
the government and that their
rebelion was finally put down
by government troops Iate this
nmrnmg

The leader of the rebels,
Rovshan Javadov, was killed in
the fighting along with four
government soldiers and an
unknown number of civilians
and mutineers. Alivev said.

The president added that
the mutineers had been plan-
ning to seize the parliament,
Interfor Ministry. presidency
and Lhe national television sta-
lion later today.

Arerbaljan’'s Security Minis-
ter. Namik Abbasov, claimed
that ex-president Ayaz Mulali-
bov and ex-prime minister
Surel Gusinenev were linked
to the coup attempt and had
planned to fly to Baku [rom ex-
ile in Moscow. Interfax said.

Aliyev, a 71-year-old hard-
line communist and former
meéuiber of the Soviet Unlon's
politburo, said that tollowing
the abortive coup. "[he stale of
Azerbaijan has strengthened.”

Azerbaijan. an ofl-rich coun-
try bordering the Caspian Sea
at the southern end of the
Caucasus mountain range, was
plunged inlo isolation today.
Its airport was closed and
telephone links were cut.

Government forces stormed
ithe headquariers after the po-
lice rebels ignored Aliyev's of
fer al amnesty

Perry assures Gulf
states of security

WASHINGTON, Mar 17:
Delense Secretary William
Perry is traveling to the Per-
sian Gulf this weekend, look-
ing to bolster US firepower in
the region and assure friendly
nations that America is ready
to help in the face of potential
threats from Iraq or Iran, re-

ports AP,
[raq has rebuill much of its

military despite its crushing
defeat in the Gulf War and the
four-year-old United Nations
sanctions. Iran has recently
deployed anti-aircraft missiles

at a strategic point near the

southern entry to the Gulf.
Perry Is slated to visit Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain and
Qatar on his six-day tour and
will meet with leaders of each
nation, including Saudi Arabia's
King Fahd and Kuwaiti Emir

.| .Sheik Jabir al-Ahmed al-Sabah.

“ A senior Pentagon official,
speaking on conditions of
anonymity, said Perry will dis-
cuss positioning additional
stocks of US military equip-
ment in the region and also
meet with some of the 20,000 _

- US troops and saﬂura who are

 deployed there.

The visit "sends a message
to both Irag and Ilran, whici is
that we take our defense role
in the Gulf very seriously.” the
official said.

Iraq's threat against Kuwait
last October was met by the
deployment of the 24th In-
fantry Division from the United
States within three days.

‘Stocks of tanks, armored per-

sonnel carriers and other
weaponry stored in Kuwait al-
lowed the Americans to make
a quick display of force, the of-
ficial said.

Saudi Arabia has discussed

- .such an arrangement, but no

progress has been made,

Fire at Ctg dock

"From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 17: A
fire broke out during the re-
pair work of a ship MV Min-
har-1 at the Chittagong Dry
Dock this afternoon, fire bri-
gade officials said. It took an
hour to bring the blaze under
control. - The fire started at

5:15pm. The extent of loss is .

yel Lo be ascertained.

Ctg Urea Factory

From Page Dne ]
water exceeds 25 parts per
million (ppm), it cannot be
used for production of urea be-
cause the plant would be seri-
ously affected. Usually in this
season of the year, the salinity

level rises due to poor ﬂﬂw nf._

water,

Unlike previous corre-
sponding seasons, this year the
salinity level of the Karnaphul
river near Kalurghat rises to
nearly 4000 ppm in high tide
and 1000 ppm during -ebb

‘tide, a factory source pointed

out adding, "by processing, we
can handle water having 100
ppm salinity level. But we can
_never handle salinity level ex-

_ t:ecdmg 100 ppm. "

"We usually pump water
from the Karnaphuli during
ebb tide. When the ebb tide is

- in full force, the salinity level

decreases proportionately.
Thus, we pump water for eight
to ten hours to feed the urea
plant," the source said, ex-
plaining the salinity problem.
"Presently. we can pump the
wateér for not more than two
hours. This water is not
enough to run the plant

sttadllj,r but we are reserving
it.”

The authorities are also
procuring 200 to 300 tons of
water by trucks everyday for
the water reservoir of the
factory and have decided to
hire barges for supplying sweet
water on an emergency basis.

- The pipeline with KAFCO is
being installed with old pipes
of the Chittagong Urea Factory.

"We have never seen such a

. rise of salinity level of the
- Karnaphuli in the last ten
‘years. We never had to close

the factory for this reason.,”
the factory source said, adding,
"It was painful for us to close
the factory but we had no
choice.”

. "As my knowledge goes, the
salinity level of the Karnaphuli
river increased due to poor
rainfall last year. Also, the wa-
ter from the Kaptai lake was
not released for the same rea-
son.” He said, the navigability

of the river had also decreased

alarmingly due io siltation.

"We might fail to resume
production eon Sunday.
although we are irying our
best, because the situation is
not completely in our hands,
but in the grasp of nature,” a
BCIC official said.

out of money

at Baligaon in Tongibari thana of Munshigan;.

— Star photo
Potato
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and purchase ol potatoes for
everl throw awav prices.
Riports reaching the Dis-

trict Agriculture Office, Mun-
shiganj, say that in the remote
areas of the district many
[armers have become bewil-
dered at the current situation
in this cash crop market.

“The [armers in this area
depend mainly on potato
crop,” said Md, Latafat Hossain,
agriculture officer of Tongibari
thana. "This year the buyers
are absent, and the existing
storage factlities are inade-
guate,” he said.

Sources in the district
agriculture office at Munshi-
ganj said that at the beginning
of the season it was forecast
that some 2.2 lakh tonnes of
potatoes would be produced in
approximately 20,000 hectares
of land in the district. In fact,
27,755 hectares of land were
used this year and it is an un-
precedented bumper crop.
The production may run into

3.5 lakh tonnes, they said.

When asked if they have
taken any measure to improve
the marketing system. the
sources sald that the agricul-
ture department is not con-

verned with it
Al owe have do is to give

advice 1o the farmers on pro-
duction and the department
has nothing to do with market-
ing or storing,” one official
said.

According to the district
agriculture office, there are 50
cold storages in the districl
having a total capacity of stor-

Y P s e ration
can be witnessed on the main
roads Irom Munshiganj to-
wards the dry Padma-Taltala
canal in the district, locally
known as the 'Suez Canal' for
its strategic situation. Thou-
sands of sacks of potatoes lie
along the roads and just on ap-
proach farmers from the
nearby fields rush in expecting
that buyers have come.

Munshiganj district is the
highest potato producing area
in the country

The agriculture office
sources at Tongibari said the
actual problem lie in the mar-
keting system of the crop. The
authorities only encourage
production but as soon as the
harvest is over, the farmers are
left out isolated.

"The change has to come
from the national level,” said
an officer at the Tungibari
Agriculture Office.

College student

beaten to death

From Staff CﬁrrEﬂpondent'

SYLHET, Mar 17: A college
student was beaten to death by
the owner and employees of a

_furniture shop in Sylhet town

vesterday. The deceased,
Harun-or-Rashid, 18, a student
of the Sylhei Government

‘Degree College asked for a

screw driver from the work-
shop, but he was refused. An
exchange ol holt words started
and at one stage, Lthey beat him
up. He succumbed to his in-
juries at the Sylhet MAG
Osmany Medical College hospi-
tal yesterday afternoon. A case
was regisiered, but no arrest
was made.

Kremlin running
to

fund Chechen war

MOSCOW, Mar 17: Defence
Minister Pavel Grachev warned
today that the Kremlin was
run out of money to fi-
nance war in Chechnya but
added that "military methods”
to settle the war were not yet
exhausted, reports AFP.

Speaking in an interview
with the news agency Interfax,
he said: "Unfortunately the
government's pocket is empty
although the executive branch
is trying to raise money to fi-
nance our efforts.”

Grachev, addressing jour-
nalists at the Russian military
base of Mozdok near Chechnya.

"Rahim -and president

DHAKA QATURDAY, MARCH IB 1995

ISLAMABAD. Mar 17: Alghan governument forces oustied the
Taliban student militia from several stra

tegic positions around

thu] and killed more than 100 of them, official Kabul radio

said today. The operations took place on

today according to

Thursday night and

the broadcast which was monitored in Is-

lamabad. |t said government forces captured three tions
from Taliban south of Kabul today. killing 4] of u:?';htﬁl
whose bodies were lying on the frontiine. reports Reuter.

Blast kills 7 in Muzaffarabad

ISLAMABAD. Mar 17: Seven people were killed and ene
seriously wounded when a bomb exploded at the office of a
Kashmiri militant organisation in Pakistan-administrated Kas-

hmir today. a report said.

The official Associated Press of

Pakistan (APP) said that the explosion was occurred in Lhe

office of Hizab-ul-Mormineen

4 Kashmiri Shi'ite organisation

in Muzaffarabad. the capital of Kashmir reports AFP

Kashmiris begin march
toward Charisharief

SRINAGAR (India). Mar 17
Kashmiri Muslim leaders be-
gan a march to an Islamic

| shrine town from here today

carrying medicines and food
lor people they claim are be-

sieged by Indian troops. police
and wilnesses said, reports

AFP

Top leaders of the All Party
Freedom Conference, encom-
passing 27 Muslim political
and militam groups. led 30
vehicles loaded with “Essential
commaodities™ for the 37-kilo-
inetres journey to Charisharief
lown, they said.

"I the government does
not lift the siege and allow
people to live normally, we will
be forced to take drastic
sitaps.” Kashmiri leader Shabir
Shah said, before starting the
march.

"Our journey might be fol-
lowed by mass protests if the
troops de not withdraw. ~
added Abdul Ghani Lone. a se-

nior politician.
State officials, however, say

the northern town. which
houses a holy mausoleum. has
not been cordoned off despite
the deployment of some 5,000
lroops around ils fringes to
Mush out Muslim militants
holed up inside the shrine.

The rebels deny occupying
the 18th-century shrine and
say they frequent it only for
daily prayers. :

Meanwhile, conference
chairman and Kashmir's head
Muslimm cleric, Umer Fareoq
urged worshippers offering
weekly pravers in the state's
largest mosque here today to
step up protests if the army
siege was nol lifted. witnesses
said.

Similar messages of sup-
port were broadcast over loud-
hailers in other city moesques

PM in UK

From Page One

vestment the present govern-
ment is presently offering.

The government, she said,
will extend them all out coop-
eration to help them invest in
Bangladesh. She asked them to
invest their hard earned
money for the establishment of
standard private schools, col-
leges and hospitals in the pri-
vate sectors.

The Bangladeshis, Begum
Zia said. could also go for joinl

ventures with the foreign in-
vestors.

Giving a briel resume ol the
country's socio-economic de-
velopment activities, the
Prime Minister said present
Bangladesh is now rid of the
stigma of bottomless basket, a
country of famine and a coun-
try solely dependent on for-
eign assistance.

Bangladesh has to go ahead
keeping pace with the other
countries of the world, she
said.

Apprising the Bangladeshis
of the contributions made by
her four-year long government
in the development of the
country, the Prime Minister
said, you could easily see how
the BNP government is carry-
ing out development pro-
grammes as per its pre-elec-

tion pledges from the coun-

try’s own resources.

The Prime Minister appre-
ciated the Bangladesh caterers
for their good services here.
She also referred to the cre-
ation of Sylhet division, expan-
sion of Sylhet airport and
stopping of harassment of the
country-bound passengers in
the airports.

President of Bnngladesh
Caterers’' Association M A
of
Greater Sylhet Development
Council Dr Hasnat Hossain ad-
dressed the receptions, wel-
«woming Begum Zia here.

Deportees

From Page One
declared one lakh foreigners.
including 20,000 Bangladeshis
as illegal. The rest of the
Bangladeshi deportees will be
sent back in phases, officials
said.

When ship reached the port
Jetly. the deportees on board
demonstrated and chanted
slogans, demanding trial of the
captain for, what they said, ill
treatment meted out to them
during the vovage

One of the deportees, Shah-
jahan said, "We were not given
adequate food and other facili-

as two government vehicles
were set on fire by suspected
rebels who have warned they
would destroy state property
until the siege is lified.

The rebels inside Char-
ishariefl rejected a government
offer for safe passage to Pak-
tstan Tuesday which would al-
lww them to cross a line of
control demarcating the In-
dian and Pakistani zones of the

~ divided and troubled state.

The army operation is the
second invelving a Kashmir
shrine since October 1993
when troops ringed Srinagar's
Hazratbal shrine, which houses
a hair ol Prophet Mohammad
(SM), to force out occupying
rebels.

The 33-day siege was re-
solved peacefully when the
militants surrendered withoul

n figh
Khomeini's son
dead

NICOSIA, Mar 17: Ahmad
Khomeini the son of Iran's late
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho-
meini, died today. the official
Iranian news agency IRNA said.
He was 48, reports Reuter.

Khomeini, a cleric who had
an informal role in lran, had

been taken to hospital in
Tehran after a heart attack on
Sunday.

IRNA said Khomeini "left

for heavenly abode today,
plunging the nation in gloom —
he was a prominent face in the
struggle against the oppres-
sors, and spared no efforts to
safeguard the legacy of his
immeortal father,” IRNA added.

it said he is survived by-y

three sons. The eldest, Hassan,
23. is a student at the Theol-
ogy school in the holy city of
Qoni.

A Muslim cleric. Khomeini
was his father's clesest aide
during the decade in when Ay-
atollah was at the helm of the
Islamic republic until his death
in 1989.

He held no government
position bul was a member of
several pelicy-making councils

Filipino maid
Froim Page Qne
said in an affidavit she was a
former cellmale ol Contem-
placiori and had evidence of
her innocence,

Outside the prison., she
broke into tears and sobs. say-
ing in tagalog:"Mama Flor is
innocent” and "why can't we go
inside.” according to Filipinos
at the scene.

Parumog arrived just alter
midnight on Thursday and ac-
cording to lawyer Jose
Grapilon made a statement to
police in the early morning
hours. Police said they would
pass it to unname higher au-
thorities, Grapilon told Reu-
Lers.

Grapilon and other lawyers
had filed an appeal on Thurs-
day, one said had not asked for
clemency but simply a 14-day
reprieve so that they could
approach the Singapore home
affairs ministry to present new
evidence.

The government made no
public response to the request

Singapore on Wednesday
rejected an appeal by Phili-
ppine President Ramos to stay
the execution. The Singapore
government then made a
detailed rebuttal of some of the
alleged new evidence in the
case. It said it had "carefully

investigated this" new evi-
dence "and found it to be
untrue.”

A police statement an-
nouncing the hanging today
said: "Contemplacion had
admitted to both the murders
to the poljce investigators and
at all stages of the proceed-
ings.” and "led police to re-
cover valuables and jewellery”

belonging to the strangled
maid.

Aside from the Ramos and
lawyer appeals, (he case

sparked public protests in t
Philippines. and threats of vio!
lence.

"Singapore s Ministry ol
Foreign Affairs said on
Wednesday: "The Singapore
embassy in the Philippines has
received a number ol threaten
ing messages against the em
bassy and against Singaporeans
in the Philippines. They ap
pear Lo be motivated by the
Flor Contemplacion case.
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