DHAKA SAITURDAY,

1\7:
volatile

ha< been told to
take a 15-day ho-

lday 111 an increasingly bitter
rew with coach Juohn Cruyfl,
reports Al

The ¢lob nas also started
disciplinary proceedings agai-
nst the European footballer-of-
the-year. alter critical com-
ments he allegedly made about
his teasnmates, and his days
here could now be numbered.

Stoichkov says he is ready
to quit the Spanish champions
because of Cruyll, while team-
mates are lurious with the Bul-
garian international for his
commernts.

The bitterness started soon
alter Paris St Germain
knocked Barcelona out ol the
European Champions' Cup
quarter-finals in Paris on
Wednesday night. ] {

Thursday morning’'s Span-
ish press carried comments
allegedly made by Stoichkov to

Daily Standart.

Stoichkov supposedly ac-
cused Cruyfl of wanting his son
Jordi and nephew Mariano An-
goy in the firsi team so they
could earn appearance
bonuses, while (he Bulgarian
rated Jordi's footballing abili-
ties as limited.

He reportedly went on Lo
say that Barcelona would lose
toe a Bulgarian Second Division
side were it not for him. Dutch
defender Ronald Coeman and
midfielder Jose Maria Bakero
being in the side.

The reports immediately
caused a (urore in the
Barcelona EﬂLtﬂd Hnemnn na}l:l
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Stmchkov to quit Barca? (v

BARCELONA. Mar
Barcelpna's
siriker
lHristoi Steichkov

“If it's true he said all (hat. he
doesn't deserve the conlidence
of his teammmates, he no longer
has a place in the leam.”

Gifted midfielder Josep
Guardioola added: "We're per-
haps not all as good as Sto-
ichkov. but at least we respect
the team spirit. and we are not
as rude as this. His comments
have betrayed the side.”

Striker Aitor Beriguistain
said: "The team might now
turn its back on Stoichkov.
He's broken the miost basic
nile of teamwork.”

Stoichkov has since chal-
lengde! 1he ston bat Crovil g

HRISTO STOICHKOV

noundced on Friday that it was
time 10 Llake action.

‘I think the Stoichkov's re-
cenl comments — criticising
his teammates’ abilities in the
Hllh.,ﬂl‘idﬂ press — h&ve caused

fircworks the
PO D,

"For this reason, he will
take 15 days, holiday, after
that, we'll see."

In an open letter to Fri-
day's El Mundo Deportivo,
Stoichkov claimed: "The
newspaper story has been ma-
nipulated so as to hurt me."

He claimed that
helped Jordi to settle into the
squad, and that he would be
meeting both Jordi and Angoy
SOON.

“It's well-known that ['ve
had arguments with Cruyfl,"
he said. "But I've nothing
against Jordi and Angay.

"I don't want to be he one
who always gets the blame
when things wrong, he wrote.
"l would like to stay, but if I'm
not wanted, let them tell me
80 because Lhere's no shortage
of other clubs interested.

"We lose in Paris and the
following morning, the only
thing being talked about was

. "It's an old trick to divert

atu:nﬂnn
Stoichkov went on to blame

Cruyff, whose authoritarian
style has not pleased everyone
at Barcelona and has been
blamed for the return of star
striker Romario to Brazil and
Michael Laudrup's move to
arch-rivals Real Madrid.

Stoichkov missed training
on Friday morning, but spoke
for about 20 minutes with his
teammates.

Afterwards he would only
say: "I've got a high fever, a
headache and I'm going to
rest bécause | don't feel well."

Interviewed by the Spanish
press, the Bulgarian newspa-

perstruckbyitsatﬂqr
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HARARE, Mar 17:
Bruce Grobbe-
lnar's arrest left
his countrymen
<tunned and con-
lused Wednesday.
bt Zimmbabwe soccer officials
amd lans said they would
support the goalkeeper until a
court rules on match-fixing
allegations. reports AP.

“As lar as we're concerned,
he is innocent until somebody
pruves otherwise.” said Phil

Biman shooting
on in Sylhet
Sports Reporter

The third Biman inter-club
shooting competition organ-
ised by the Bangladesh Nati-
ol Shmung Federation got
underway at the Lakkatura
Shooting Range In Sylhct ves-

One hundred and eighty
shooters including 45 women
are participating in the three-
day tion.

Earlier, Jute Minister and
president of the Federation
ASM Hannan Shah inaugurated
the event as the chiefl guest.

b
'96 Games' tickets
in demand

ATLANTA. Mar |7: People
Claimouring lor tickets are
burning up the elephone lines
at the offices of the Atlanta
Olvmpics. though seats won't
g0 n sale lor anolher six
weeks, reports AP,

Apparcutly unable 1o wait
uniil the May | lamiwh of
ticket  sales. hundreds ol
callers each day are keeping
the Atlanta Commitiee for the
Olympic Games phone opera-
tors glued to their receivers.
barely able 10 stop long enougl,
for a sip of coffee.

ACOG is not currently
counting calls, but Becca
Gorrell. whe runs the phone
office. said Wednesday about
900 calls a day. or 60 per cent
of the roughly 1,500 calls
ACOG receives daily are about
how to buy tickets.

It is the No. | guestion.
said ACOG spokeswoman Laur
ie Olsen. "People think that
some way or another, there is
a way (o get a jump on May |

wanis o get them.”

The ringing phones are
swee!l music to the ears of
Atlanta organisers. who have a
record cache of |1 million

phone and at a box office
Orders from VIPs and spon-
" sors are being taken now.

Calls from peeple asking
' about tickets have been rising
steadily in recent weeks as bits
of information abeut the ticket
launch have been released. The
flame rose a notch on Wed.
nesday. one day after ACOG
announced that the Coca-Col.
Co.. a major Games sponsor.
would distribute order forms
at grocery siores across Lhe
country.

The news received wide |

coverage in the nalional media.

Once tickets go on sule.
ACOG will beef up its phone
stafl and establish a ticket in-
formation hot line, Olsen said

Whai:i. secretary general of the
Zimbabwe Football Association,
the national governing body.

Grebbelaar is scheduled to
defend Zimbabwe's goal in an
Alrica Nations' Cup qualifier
against Lesotho on April 9.

"As long as he's not sus-
pended or found guilty by
then. he'll definitely be play-
ing.” Whata said.

Newspaper vendors re-
ported a rush on copies carry-
ing large headlines on the
goalkeeper's arrest. and clus-
ters ol fans gathered around
billhvards declaring:
arrest Bruce.”

Stale radio and media or-
ganizations said they were in-
undaled with wlephone calls
for wwere aformation alter ne-
ws ol Lhie artest _beoke Tuesday

i socoer crasy Zinnhabwe
‘Bruce is the best goal-
keeper i Alrica. We need him.
we cant do without him il
we re goiie 1o guality tor the

next World Cup.” sadd Cripps

Nyanthete, a Harare ear spares

dealer.
Girobbelaar.

37, whose

_gangling antics in goal earned

him the nickname “Jungle-
man" (rom adoring local fans,
helped the unational team into
the Ilinals of the Aifrican
gqualifying rounds for last year's
Warld Cup.

Zimbabwe was knocked out
by Cameroon.

"He's a national hero. We
look [orward Lo his lawvers
clearing this up.” said Vale-
ntine Ndoro, a clerk. "We trust
him. It isnt lair, people are
jiust trying to tarnish his
fniage.”

sl salesman Leonard

Chibkonve said e and other fans
were i~ appointed by the ar-

"Police

Zlmbabweans behind Bruce

res
Well stand by him. but
whalever happens, it gives
soccer a bad image.” he said.
ZIFA chairman Leo Mugabe
saljd he was angered that
British soccer authorities
turned preliminary inquiries
over to police instead of letting
the British Football association
handle them first as an inter.

nal disciplinary maltier,

"It has hudd the mpact
worldwide thar Zimbabwean
footballers are bent, which

isn't the case,” Mugabe said.
Grobbelaar and four others.
including two other soccer
stars, were arrested Tuesday
in Britain by police investigal-
ing allegations that Asian gam-

bling syndicates paid players to |

rig matches in the British
Premier League soccer.
Newspaper reports in
November alleged Grobbelaar
was paid a bribe to lose a
iteh against Newcasue wlien

e was plaving o Liverymool i1
11.-:1 L]

ﬁluhhflﬂﬂt‘ has |li.|\’td lor
Zimbabwe in (wo internation-
als since the allegations were
made by a former business
partner, Zimbabwean Chris
Vincent. Since November,
British police investigating the
case have visited Zimbabwe.

Whata, the ZIFA official, said
Grobbelaar played well in both
games when Zimbabwe beat
Zaire 2-1 and Cameroon 4-1.

He said Grobbelaar was
‘immensely popular” with
teammates and remained one
of the world's finest goalkeep-
ers.

‘I don't think it will affect
our mworale until we get a re-
sull from a court of law.” he
Seir]

BUENOS AIRES, Mar 17:
Soccer superstar turned coach
Diego Maradona was given a
choice between a 16-mateh
suspension and a 3.300 dollars
line on Thursday for throwing
waler at a Linesman. reports
Reuter.

Maradona. under a FIFA ban
for testing positive for banned
substances at the 1994 World
Cup, lost his temper during a
match Sunday when the li-
nesman failed to realise one of
his players was waiting to go
back into play after a minor in-
Liry.
; IETu gel Lthe linesman — who

is deal — 10 listen 1o me. |

merely threw a little water at
him,” Maradona shrugged
later.

The linesman complained
to the referee, who walked up
to the sideline and flashed his
red card at the Racing coach.

Maradona walked unhur-

.riedly half~way around the field

on his way out, surrounded by
a cloud of photographers and
policemen and turning his
head every few yards to hurl
abuse at the referee.

The Argentine Football
Assoclalion’'s tribunal sen-
tenced him to a. 16-match sus-
pension late Thursday. He can
avoid the suspension by choos-
ing instead Lo pay a 3.300 dol-
lar fine.

Havelange favours
jt Korean bid
for 2002 WC

SEOQUL. Mar 17: World soc-
cer supremo Joao Havelange
believes South Korea stands a
helter chance of becoming the
venue of the 2002 World Cup if
it co-hosts the championship
with North Korea, Yonhap
news agency said here today.
reports AFP.

The FIFA boss was quoted
as saying in a writien reply to
questions sent by the South
Korean agency that to date,
Japan and South Korea were
on an "equal footing” in their
bids (o hosi the football extrav-
A hal.

The two lvoiball-mad Astan
rivals ended up as the only
hidders after Mexico with-
drew. and both are now
mounting multimillion-dollar
citnpaigns 1o get the nod ol
the Internativial Foolball Fed-
eration. which picks the venue
in June 1996.

Sources close o Seoul's
campaign said there was no
guestion ol a joint north-south
hid at this point, but added
that if peace comes, the
peninsula. divided since the
end of World War H, could host
Lhe games as one nation.

ey said if Seoul's bid sue-
cevels, this in itsell eould be a
catalvst b peace

Yool e saud Hoavelange de-
clar- . that FIFA "never gon-
sidered Lhic possibility ol South
Korea and Japan co-hosting.”

"It is impossible [or several
reasons.,” he said. but did not
elaborate. He vowed to remain
neutral on the venue "to the
last moment as FIFA president
or as an objective assessor.”

Asian soccer boss Peter
Veleppan had said in Kuala
Lumpur on March 2 that Japan
and South Korea should set
aside their bitter rivalry and
co-host the World Cup. which
has never been staged in Asia.

The contest has deep polit-
ical and historical undertones.
Japan colonized the Korean
peninsula before World War 11,
after which it was divided into
the communist North and US-
backed South.

Japan has never made it to
the World Cup finals but its
professional J-League is im-
mensely popular. It beat South
Korea in a penalty shootout to
rel.iin the Dynasty Cup in Hong
Kong last month

Soulh Korea have entered
the World Cup linals four times

1954, 1986, 1990 and 1994

and their bid is being
backed by the Hyundai con-
glomerate

Both countries have hosted
the Olympics.

Madrid ready
to host 1997
Games

MADRID. Mar 17: Spain's
dLhletics chiefs announced
here on Friday they are ready
to slage the 1997 World
Championships following
Mexico's late withdrawal, re-
ports AFP

Spanish cities interested in
staging the event have until
May 5 to put together a bid to
be examined by the national
federation.

Madnrd has already declared
i1 18 interested while Seville
which had been targeting the
| 999 championships, and
Barcelona, the 1992 Olympics
vennue that has just hosted the
World Indoor Championships
his month, have also been
lipped as front-runners.

CGerman city Stutigart. the
venue of the 19983 world
showpiece, is also being talked
) as a perfect stand-in.

Mexico withdrew as hosts
on Wednesday over the coun-
trv's worsening financial crisis’
which also caused it to aban
don plans to bid for football s

the month

|

|

- #alion.

| 2002 World Cup at the start ol }

Miller puts US firmly ahead

MAR DEL PLATA. Argen-
tina, Mar 17: World champion
gymnast Shannon Miller
helped the United States stay
well out in front of the medals
table at the Pan American
Games on Thursday, reports
Reuter.

The all-round champion
look her personal tally to four
gold and one silver, hest indi-
vidual total of the Games in the
women's exercises on the final
day of artistic gymnastics.

The teenager was helped by
among others, 4l]-year-old
cyclist Kent Bostick, 108 kg
class weightlifter Wesley
Barmmet, her gymnastics team-
mate Amanda Borden, swim-
mers Jell Rouse and Trina
Jackson and the US women's
4x100 metres medley relay

team who all won gold.
The United Stales also won

all four of (he day's roller
skating road races and seven
out of the 12 medals in the
sport.

But Cuba. whose world
beating boxers coine into ac-
tion today, kepl in touch with
Mavte Garbey's surprise tri-
umph in the women's one me-
tre springboard and Modesto
Sanchez's two wcightlifting
golds.

Garbey beat Canada's Annie
Pelletier and American
Catherine Zarze inte second
and third place respectively.

Latin America struck more
gold i the pool with Nelson
Mora Molina grabbing Vene-
zuela's first ever Pan Am

| swimming title in the men's

200 metres butterfly and
Brazil's Fernando de Queiroz
winning the men's 50 metres
— world record holder Tom
Jager of the United States was
third.

Bostick won {(he men's
4.000 metres. pursuit, beating
Argentine Walter Perez in the
final postponed from Wednes-
day because of rain.

Bostick twice Perez's age,

set a Games record of four
minutes 35.839 seconds bet-
tering the 4:37.089 the Argen-
tine silver medalist clocked in
qualifying on Tuesday.
"l had already won a gold
medal,” said Bostick a member
of the American team trial
winners at the 1987 Indiana-
polis Games.

"All 1 could think about was
ealing eating up Iapl and how good it

was going to feel.

‘I suppose even though lt' _
a race against another man |
rode against myself | wanted to
win and get the Pan American
record because the time will
probably stand for a while."

Barnet won two golds for
the jerk and total in his cate-
gory after Cuban Osvaldo Ba,ngo
had won the snatch.

The American then cele-
brated with a cartwheel and
lifted his coach high into the
air with a bear hung.

Another American lifter,
Mark Henry won the snatch in
the over 108 kg class but

Cuba’s Sanchez then took gold

~in both the jerk and total.

It did not go so well for the
United States in team sports.

Cuba beat their women's
volleyball team 3-1 (15-8, 7-
15, 16-14, 15-7] in group play
and Honduras eliminated their
title- holding soccer team 4-0.

The US men's wvolleyball
team who started out as
favourites to play Cuba
for the gold medal, crashed to
a shock 3-0 (15-6, 15-12, 15-
8) defeat by hosts Argentina on
Wednesday night. But both
teams reached today semifi-
nals.

Gold medalist American Amy Chow performs on the vaullt
in the women's individual finals at the Pan Am Games In

Mar del Plata, Argentina on Mar 16.

— AFP/UNB photo

Big always means better

MAR DEL PLATA. Argen
lina. Mar 17 (AP): s blgger
really betier? Seme Pan Am
Gaines ollicials, including the
president of the organizing
committiee., are wondering
abeut thai. particularly econ-
cerning the US team.

Sure. the sports world loves
a superlative. and that's truer
than ever at this vear's Games.

Iiut there is concern the
vrowth is verting out of con-
trol.

"Ns eraziness.” said Mario

Visques 1ina, president ol the
Pan Amwerican Sports Organi-
referring to the US
delegation ol 1,200 people, "I
don’t know why they brought
s0 many. It was a mistake. It's
not even good for them.”

Actually, it has been very
good in the medals race,
which the United States is
running away with only five
days into the Games.

The 1995 Games set
records even before the com-
petition started.

More than 5,000 athletes —
the most ever — from 42 coun-
iries are taking part In a
record 37 sports. The compe-
lition includes six new events

added after the 1991 Games in
Havana: badminton. karate,
recquetball. squash, triathlon
and water skiing.

‘I congratulate Argentina
for offering the biggest Games
in history... surpassed only by
the Olympics,” Vasquez Rana
said at
monies.

By far the biggest delegation
belongs to the Uniled States.
Reasoning Lhal nothing suc-
ceeds like excess, the Ame-
ricans brought a group that
includes nearly 800 athletes.

“This is the largest contin-

gent of athletes that we have
sent either to the Pan

American or Olympic Games,”
said Dr LeRoy Walker, presi-
dent of the US Olympic
Committee.

The USOC spent more than
four milion dollars on the
team. By contrast, Haiti scra-
ped together just dirs 50,000
lor a delegation of 23 people.

Television coverage also will
reach a record audience. A ma-
jority of the events will be
beamed into about 43 million
homes through a number of
broadcasters.

"This is the largest broad-
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the opening cere-

cast package that we've had in
the history of the Pan
American Games," said John
Krimsky Jr, the USOC's secre-
tary general.

Yet, even organizers pleased
with the Americans’' participa-
tion shake their heads at the
extravagance. And they wonder
why US teams in some tradi-
tional sports are clearly sub-
standard. b

“Argentina beat them
baseball,” Vasquez Rana said
incredulously. "We used to ask
'Who's playing?" and when it

- was the United States. we'd

say 'Oh, the score will be 20-0'.
And now look. They don't cor-
respond to the level expected.”

Organizers of the 1999 Pan
Am Games in Winnipeg came
to this city seeking supporl to
limit the size of the Games.

But Vasquez Rana, although
he warns against "gigantismo"
‘in the Games. doesn't favor the

idea.
One way to do that, he sug-

gested, is to review past par-
ticipation in certain events. If
only the required minimum of
five countries is entered, the

sport could be dropped and
others added

in
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Ivanchuk
takes lead

. LINARES, Spain, Mar |7:
Vasily Ivanchuk of Ukraine
moved to the top of the overall
standings with a victory over
Russia's Sergei Tiviakov in
Thursday's 12th round eof the
Linares international chess
tournament, reports AP.
Ivanchuk defeated Tiviakev
in 36 moves. He has nine over-
all points followed by Russian
Anatoll- Karpov with 8.5.
Players receive one point for a
victory and one half for a draw.
The 13-round tournament,
featuring 14 of the world's best
chess players, ends on Friday.
Karpov needed a victory in

his match to move into a tie

for the overall lead but had to
seltle for a draw in 21 moves

with Ljubomir Ljubojevic of
Yugoslavia.

- Bulls want
Jordan back

. DEERFIELD, Illinois, Mar
17: The Chicago Bulls want
Michael Jordan to come and

pldy — just not on Thursday.
reports AP,

Jordan phoned ahead and

coach Phil Jackson said he
told Jordan to stay away from

the Bulls practice because of
the ' m:-mh:g media contin-
gent.

“ didn't think there was
time to come in and practice
under this kind of a circum-
stance,” Jackson said. "It's
been a little too hot and heavy
here. We thﬁught we would

' Eﬁunadandnﬁadfhat

it was like. I said it was pretty
intense over here, stay away
for a day, weg:tnnthmg to
announce anyway."

‘But Jackson did say an an-
nmummtundmﬂmsﬁ.ature
would probably be made in

thnru or four days.

"We'd like to say he'd bf

back on Sunday, we'd like to

say he'd be back on Friday.
We'd just like to say he'd be
back period. But we can't say
anything because it's not a
done deal,” Jackson said.

Jackson couldn't confirm
that Jordan was having talks
with team officials Thursday.
He did say he thought there
had been some talks
Wednesday. .

"The parties just haven't
come to a time framework."
Jackson said. There are a
number of items we could
speculate on. I'm not sure what
exactly is going on. As Bulls we

want Michael to be back. Until
we have a situation In which

we can announce it one way or
the other, we have nothing to
say."

The number of reporiers
and cameramen numbered
more than 50 again Thursday.

"The time will come when
he has to practice regardless
of the amount of media,” said
Jackson, whose team has put
up with several well-publicized
incidents this season. most
notably Scottie Pippen's re-
peated criticism of team man-
agement.

"We have had plenty ol
things to feed off all year; it's
just another distraction.”

Jackson said il Jordan is
ready to play there would be
very little adjustment to be
made and he wouldn't be afraid
to use him In a game immedi-
ately.

Jordan hasn't played in a
National Basketball Association
games since June 1993 when
he helped the Bulls beat
Phoenix in Game 6 of the
league finals for their third
straight title. He spent a sea-
son playing minor league base-
ball, but retired last week after

getting caught in the middle of
the pla " strike

CRYPTOQUIP
UTCEJJRTKQTKF SEPEQTRK
TK D EC SWFELC QYW
BWEQYWYV BEC YRQ EKU
QYW UTPW BWVW PRDU.

Yesterday’'s Cryptoquip: CEREAL FACTORY

WORKERS USED THEIR HANDS, SINCE THEY
WANTED TO FEEL THEIR OATS.

Today's Cryptoquip clue: P equals C

TheC

ryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which on:
letter stands for another. If you think that X

equals O, i

will equal O throughout the puzzie. Single letters, shor!
words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error. -



