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LiberationThrough Education

by Rashida Ahmad

ME siruggle for Libera-

| I tion. the Independence
War... 'Liberation’, 'Inde-

- of enrolled students as

ouls (making the overall
out rate the highest in Asia).

But can we seek reassur-
ance, at least, by observing
some progress in the state of

article printed last week on
this page). The rate of jlliter-
acy on the other hand rose

Education
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Literacy Drive Helps India

Boost Food Production

pendence’ - ‘'what these words Out of approximately 17 mil- education since Liberation? steeply in the BO's, (Fig.1%. It i people . ' more than conirol pests *"
represefit to us in Bangladesh llon of 6 to 10 year-olds. al- Quite apart from the quality of I8 doubtful whether we are :c[.::i *h;;':mm :1 duce m::i:: Bkl E::E?L year 2000 e nomic :Ethﬂ ﬂbﬂh

© today? The fight for freedom, mosl 7 million are not even 'education. it appears there has  Mear on target for the pro- mauni{'r American food One of Pratibhan's favourite To help ensure food secu reduce soil erosion <
among other things. must be enrolled at the primary level. been little improvement in = fessed goal of Education For Al | "\ |, (he 1950s and ‘60s students is 1 1-year-old Soma. rity. the United Nations Devel- ‘

loremosl in our minds when
we reflect on these words. Bul
then we are faced with another
guestion: fr-edom from what?

The birth of Bangladesh
was founded on sentiments
that may be expressed in the

Cngludesh constitution makes
tiis one of the fundamental

principles of state policy. Vari-
ous governments have shown

About 10 per cemd of those
who do complete primary edu-
cation do not have basic read-
ing and writing skills. 64 mil-
lion adults are illiterate, the
majority of whom are women -

. quantitative terms. It seems

that literacy, although it has
increased. has done so al a

sieady rale, not much aliered
since Liberation. (Fig.1). Tak-

ing into acecount the rise in
population, we see that literacy

by the year 2000.

It may be concluded, sadly
not surprisingly. that liberation
through education has not
taken place so far in

Bangladesh - we have a long

*These shatistics were compiled

Burcan of Sigusucsf Directorate

200M) are projections.

in1990 (based on the best available estinaics of Bangladesh
of Primary Education and World Bank). Figurcs shown for 1990

vould now boast of a complete
inrmabout in lood production.
~Food is aplenty with 22 mil-
I lonnes ol crops stored in
various warehouses. People are
growing wheat and rice In

Hwan lo grow betier crops.

The Kerala programme
provided the role model for

sundari. Only an eighth class
student. she is also involved in

educating women old enough

o be her grandmother. Her
studernts are mostly aged 55,
50 and 485.

must increase by at least 40
per cent in the next 20 years
to keep up with the demand
for food.

opment Programme (UNDP)
has launched a new five-year
Regional Programme for Farm-
Centred Agricultural Manage-
ment (FARM) with a grant as-
sistance of over US$12 million.

"The incomes of the poor
should be enhanced and the
natural base on which they de-

bio-technology and a better
understanding of the socio-

economic links between

I-U'IW"H “H"d-ﬂ-:, “The Spirﬂ ﬂ, over RS per cent of rural r.m' ] as a 5 w‘r to Hﬂ' The stru for rl'l-ﬂ."-?"ﬁ\'f' quunllllﬂl almost ev- In lh southern states in- I“'"Jﬂ"‘f. the m new # h H m-
freedom in Bangla Desh cannol ~ Women cannot read or write. A age of the population, have not  emancipation has mot ended | CTYWhere in the country cluding Kerala and Tamil 1 ©OVeT €ight Asian coun-  tion and distribution.,
be extinguished. We cannot be  large section of the population  increased greatly, (Fig.2). Cer- and must not cease until we What has brought about this  Nadu, non-governmental or- mﬂ. —China. india. indonesia. While before the agends was
conquercd because cach of us 18 being deprived of the basic tainly in comparison to other have wholly realised the goal of | "fond /revolution?” Credit  ganisations (NGOs) have Nepal. the Philippines. Sri  food first. now people have to
s determdned 1o e i need e right to educational .opportuni-  Asian countries the increase is living "in freedom and with which links literacy and food sprung up to help in the liter- Lanka. Thailand and Viet Nam. think in terms of rural poverty.
Ao cnswre theet mr fiture gem- Lies, a poor one (o refer back to an dignity” for all. I production campaigns. acy campaign. Agricultural More couniries may be added malnutrition. population boom
: ‘t*rﬂ:tl;m can lite in frecdoem L.oans have been made avail- techniqses are woven in the during the imph"-mrnt.uhm H&“mw
with dignity as free citizens of - : - . . able not only 1o ordinary farm-  “curriculum”. o iamented g
b fowe el lexeraet o o BANGLADESH ADULT (15 + ) LITERATE POPULATION Fig1l | ers who toil from morning till The result: a plcture of | n cording 1o UNpp ruonal "y e
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Rahman on March 15, 1971). Million Population ' literacy agents who have the landed. so far. There are degradation is taking Fﬂﬂﬂ‘ in .
~ The fight. even to death, G , . . brought education to remote many millionaires among the regioh due to commercial He said . )
lm;.l liberation was fought In 160 : . villages all over the country. farwers. for there is o 1ax on activity and population growth Errﬂrmrnrn“[: mmmﬂT
s sl Mgl g bl sl 89 bty year-okl Swaran Singh 100 W, i lenice. there is the need 0 and the conservation amd man-
«Pnlv. Bknit. the siliugation | explains: "Education helps, We M- WSS LeITers, iy agricu Pri produc- agement of natural
3 il @ subjuga : have two educated sons and numibering about 200 million, llori. The FARM- Programme  must now be the first
nd domination of one peope 1 { . 7 there is the local district de-  stll have 0 see their lot im will particularly benefit in India .
against another by undemo- : e ' - hey luck farmers in the o oo By gl
cratic means. bul against op- R0 : velopment officer who heips us ~ proved. They ‘are already y o margi the process of evolving a new
s agminst op — ' with our government loans for if they earn 10 rupees (about  walershed. upland and rain-fed  strategy to lower costs of. farm
pression of any kind. Undoubt- o| fertilizers. (ube-wells. befter 30 American cents) a day. The lowland regions. which have s0  production. by putting more
edly, one path to this goal lies | seeds, insecticides. And the government has pegged the [ar remmined beyond the reach  emphasis on environment.
through education. Education ' result is. we have bumper minimum wage rate io Rs 40 of Green Revolutions. i .
::gﬁ“‘um:lly as a basic human i crops.’ (US$1.28) a day, not enough to Al the same timde. it will ; l:rm from the
. Untfl it is made available = gg buy sufficient food for the en-  achieve equitable and sustain- | a0 Agricu o
to all, therefore. we cannot Pratibhan, a 20-year-old tre family able development through im- Institute said bacteria can pro-
have fully achieved the aim of graduate. gave up his job as ; proved conservation. manage- vide a viable solution to the
freeing the people of | clerk in Tamil Nadu to set up But the food revolution (or swent and utilisation of randsatd nagging problem of cutling
Bangladesh from oppression. 2 - 20 learning centres. He is a  the so-called second green  agricultural resources and sys- down fertiliser subsidy without
““For the withholding of a basic - 40 o ‘ -pmp]m:enl ol what hcicnlhpllht revolution) in India has ac-  (ems. hurting the farmers.
hivman I is contr lotal lileracy cam us  complished enough to make it
s iden of Weratann. oy 1o e : farn rcmlutlz;n. i an example for other develop- Officlals from the UNDP. Theos suientiots. have
The fight lor 1 dence ing countries which hatve to the UN. Food and Agriculture ientified a group of bacteria
hining example ol suc- ng
in Bangladesh was also a fight ﬁ'h&l IIE1 and Prepare to meet the heeds of Organisation (FAO) and the UN  Which can help cut phosphate
for m‘cy But, / ‘:TE"’ri::":mrﬁled! is the the expected big jump in pop- Industrial Development Organ- application cgsts by up to 50
camnnot be realised in an atmo- 20 : . 11_1[;9“{ ngrala w{ﬁ about 98 Ulation over the next three isation (UNIDO) are to help Per cenl Whike e
.sphere of ignorance and : e <nit of the people are od- decades. implement the progranune. vield by 10 to 40 per cent.
:poverty of knowledge. Educa- m a o il Global population is ex- Asia's top agricultural ex- With UNDF's financial and
Lion Is a nec to a B e pected to grow by 90 million  pert from the United Nations !echnical support. India suc-
democralic society. A democ- The Kerala Literacy Seciety annually. (UN). James G Ryan. said: "To ¢eeded in developing com-
racy must not only allow, but 0 "“ has launched a programme to meel the additional food de- mercially viable hybrid rice
actively .enable its citizens to : educate illiterates. An armwy of The International Food Pol- mands in the developing production technology.
make calightened choices. 1961 1974 1981 1990 1995 - 2000 | 28.000 instructors has been iy Research e IFPRI  world. it would not be enough  Agricultural scientists in
ucation mus ma : deploved to improve the - ngton e prod G
tvailable to all. And indeed, the — Soree: oot [99), plt"'.‘i literacy xllﬂr trﬂt‘l!?;‘[l; mated that food crop yields qu;::::;:d fm;;'m S :'Z:,'l:d 'l'lttl? :;:'Tl;l;';?.h'

Rice Research Institute (IRRI)
in the Philippines in develop-
ing some pest-resistant vari-
clies.

commitment to its im i ; the literacy riission under- "

g sy otk ol g snagivicd Adult Literacy Rate Fig 2 Primary School Enrolment Ratio taken in 200 diptricts under The ool mtabe of 500 s DEVIOSY Stowid. be malntaled Ronibyoin; posiiny: s e
that there are millions of un- M Fem M " Fem the National Literacy Mission. 700 million people has been i _ surplus policy for the Indian
schooled and uneducated 177%: 36 T 1960: - 80 31 As one woman said: "We are found to be insufficient to - Mr Ryan, also the director- government that could even-
ooaek man cart ekt 3 1990: 47 33 1986-92: %3 71 | vot becoming literate to im- permit normal growth and  general of the International (ually turn the country into the

Bangladesh. Primary schools
lose, on average. GO per cent

— Sourve. Univef, 1995,

prove job opportunities. We
wasil 1o enjoy  signing our

namices. We are then privileged

physical activity.
' Projections indicated that
pupulation numbers could in-

Crops Research Institute for
Semi-Arid Tropics, said there
should be greater biological

rice basket of South Asia.
— Depthnews Asia

long experience, .and experi-

o ol . CHL “attaining -- - o | -
Filipino TV Show Helps Foeidaciomen A Profile of Non-formal and Formal Primary Education ! slusen neary 5.4 vears
. . ol the masses the : | : 5
Impr ObVE SCIGI'IC?l Education | Sibussineation of Kierley k. by Jerome Sarkar | - Er.;ﬁ":ﬂrfnﬁ?lﬁ“ hing orf
Y EﬂRAIaQMI-C mlclhury - quintﬁsrntial, in consonance £ i N | St o G T A ! a :;m Sah oprisn NOOR have
: e " ¥ ; : g experience with trained
e ccston st grap et cocpe | T e il e Bt 1340 o e ik el ot o o o e e e

the 21st century should
! . devejop in children a

writical -understanding ol the.

scientific - process,

5, of the
sciences inherent risks and -
benefits, ol how technology

‘shapes the world and of the

/ Jingle.

1

{
% side world to the classroom
1
|

link  befween lechnical ed-

and processes with the aid ol
and visuals.

Students and teachers have

also rommented that the in-
formal setting of the show (a
family interacting with neigh-
bours and friends) has less-

ened the psychological E:l;

actlivities are afool to have a

broadly enlightened populace.

THG achieve the declared

goal ol "education for all by .

2000°, speeches are being de-
livered. seminars/meetings are

being held and countless valu-

able write-ups are being pub-

- conference was

rate to at least 55 in 2000. The
primarily ar-
ranged for gathering feedback
oR the progress of educational
activities.

In the course of delibera-
tions by some of the speakers.
the following points were

been noted and how serioasly
the suggestions are being
taken into consideration and
implemented by Lhe con-
cerned authorities. But what is

apparent is that there have -

been strong moves for opening
new schools, which is essential

ment and training, the NGOs
have been trying to follow the
government prescribed guide

Proper management is a
pre-condition for better out-
put. Success of literacy pro-

ur:aéi::::l lﬁiﬁﬂ;‘i’;"d“ﬂu“‘ ; ;.'alimadt: Chikhhnmﬂi “h':_"k"t lished in various Newspapers. highlighted: =~ L 86 " SN and indispensable for spread- grammes by the year 2000 de-
- FirA ucation for ing or doing e Much [unding has already been ing literacy. However, it is re- pends on sincerity and honesty
1 pino children. however. As they became more re- | .. nnelled through different a) Classes are overcrowded ported that the schools are of purpose. Shertcomings and
appear 1o haw;am lot of catching _. laxed, the children expressed avenues to achieve this goal. and teaching alds are mushrooming and -the school hindrances will be inevitable
:;::i: {iu: IH" mﬁ;};ﬁﬂfg LuM achi;.-ve_ . ::_hmnaﬂ\n‘.;‘gmd}' and more ef- Government Education itself . scanty. authorities are seeking gov- but a speedy solution to the
(e ol sty r Marcelin . fectively and werc more S8 | e o massive eduea b1 Lack of adequate number i ol g e L3
of Elemientan DEl'd(:] atia Gﬁi‘; th rta ?t quj?d nﬂta :er?:and tion programme both for for- _ of teachers. - {registration) particularly for reaching the desired
T*Itili]itllncsl'jr [}fpgrtml::nt of dui:-innh:lym oy :‘3] “ﬂ;"“"'ﬁ‘““a’- The E“““ <) m t";‘:!:‘“;iga;tﬁg ";;‘:i }-nmlﬁm:nl to ﬂ“m.ﬁgfﬂﬂd within the stipulated time.
e AR S ' ; : { has n given specially to vation, pline, or education etc. as educa-
Education. Culture and Sports Surveys by the independent | i imize drop-out F:“ d Y 5i- professtonal skills. tienal privil _ Tb::inri dtl]!.’ll'crem;rs I:nm:lttm
.{-.!}E[:SL Media Pulse Research Group lize unschooled poor children d) Teaching as a profession 5 e main hurdle for
- ror the Filipino broadcast  reveal that, despite ils non- | o4 cohools. ; has lost its nobility. it was also mentioned that  achieving the greater interest.
nelwork ABS-CBN. the link Prme time slot (9:30-10:30 in Poverty and illiteracy are €) Education Officers are to the blessings of DEOs are be-  These differences s be
between good science educa- he moming. the educational | oo, o rces g unfortunately be animated enough for ing received. At a distance of - minimized and action be
fion and economic success Programme is “"“’,“g the gen- - they seem (o be perpetual prumpt action, and grad- | ¥ 5-100 yards from a_lrtadj' belore it is too late.
seeins quite obvious. Halfwcdng P'libillc s tﬂ':‘l ﬂ‘aﬂt phenomena’in our country. Ac- uvated to a level possess existing NFPE centres some of As learned, the on-going
ABS-CBN has been airing ~ FIEETer THRIWEEKY G8Y" | cording to the experts. a littie  integrity and professional the schools are being set UP.  yppp srogramme under GEP
Sl shae s aoaom ear These research findings | [arsiéhtedness, more ordinate sy The newly set-up school ill conclude at the end of De-
199:4-95 opencd last June, have encouraged Sine'skwegla long-term planning and effi- ) Teachers do not take authqriursyevm tr[;r oty t:::l cember 1995 as per agree-
The pilot phase of the Fil- cosponsors to extend the pro- cient handling of the issues = classes regularly; there is sty NSk el alr; dy ‘nent between Government
ipino-language programme is  gramme by ten years and to [ oo give the desired results. no proper system for su- existing schools and/or lure and NGOs. As the. programme
mirrently seén in 463 schools . beam it nationwide via satellite ten the gap bétween -pervision and cvaluation. guardians to bring their Das achieved a commendabie
: ‘academia and reality is not no- In the absence of an result in the field of education
of the National Capital Region to 2,000 schools by next | . 3 - y children to the new schools. -
(NCR) or Metro Manila, and in  schoolyear. ticed. The majority. of the tar- meaningful evaluation sys- o - it is a common demand that it

three schools each in four re-
gions in northern and central
Philippines.,

Various scientific phenom-
ena that occur in the lives of
ordinary people are drama-
tized with the help of popular
entertainment - personalities.
There is even a new
Sine'skwela MTV and a catchy

Sine'skwela brings the out-

DECS§ Secretary Ricardo
Gloria, once a schoolteacher
himself, called science and

. technology "the battlefield if

we want to win the future and

‘bring our country to a level of

dignity and honour”.

Recalling sharing a micro-
scope with 39 other students,
Senator Leticia Ramos-Sha-
hani, chair of the Senate
Commitiee on Education, Cul-

gets being rural based, some-
Limes urban stationed trouble
shooters miss the targets.
Hence redesigning develop-
ment policies, as well as plan-

| 'ning, is imperative in the con-

text of the prevailing condition
of lhemmuntr_\r as a whole and |
particularly in education,

e u'-.r'r general contention
in the emerging situation. on
,the other hand. is that it is

better to have some means for .

tem, the assessment of °

impact is almost

ble. :
While mentioning the above
problems. the speakers 'also
put forward some su 8:
a) . 'Quality of teaching de-
pends mainly on the
. teacher's quality and in-
. tegrity'. As such, trained,
"~ dedicated and honest
teachers should be re-

impossi-

Non-unif

orm Sch

- Benefits Colombia

ool Day

by Jim Kelsey

CHOOLCHILDREN in
some 2000 British edu-
cational establishments
paid not to wear their scheol
uniforms on 3 F Lo raise

operation with the Colombian
Institute for the Wellare of the:
Family (ICBF] 10 rescue an es-
timated 5000 street children
and over a million under age

Alternatively, in certain cases,
they don't hesitate 1o change
their school hours to make
attending other schools
possible; thus the school-going
children attend classes for the -
second time on the same day.
The set of criteria required for
opening a new school is per- -
plexing. The concerned au-
thority has to look into these
sorts of irregularities, wastage
of resources, duplication and

should continue. Having ob-
served this programme, poor
and illiterate parents are so
anxijous to send their children
to schools that communities
are even ready to with
labour and indigenous materi-
als at their disposal for the
constructjon of schools.

Government efforts in this
direciion have been a start; we
wish for continuity, specially

ture. and the Arts, said | survival with little education - Coeg throogh & proper ambia's stree who work for the good of the out-reached

, fiinds for © - | deception. o good N
lootages. from encyclopedin  sducation. | U4 in | than to v under the curse of 1) Teaching  methodology | hildren: The schools were  Both categorics are easy prev | o oo . poor commumity This pre.
| Britlanica and from other DOST Secretary William -!;duchtiqr{ Hence school E:u:f should aim at en - | participating in the seventh for drug peddlers and often | nud-gl:ud tc:d;::; ﬁ:;:‘l:ﬁ gthe'chlrpanphmﬂﬂm

' video and film resources.

It

. #&lso uses the data base and ex-

pertise of the Philippine's De-
partment of Science and

Technology (DOST).

Padolina expects the pro-
gramme to contribute to ae-
celerating the pace of technol-
ogy. "That technology.” he said,
"should enable the Philippines

ricula must be streamlined to

have practical relevance such ’
as' equipping the subjects to .
generate income. Mentionably,

we have human resources but

the students to become
‘Active participants in
slve recipients of .Infor-
c) Professional efficiency and

UNICEF National non-uniferm
day when
minimum of fifty pence not to
wear their uniforms or, In
some cases, get dressed up in

students -give a ,

the victims of street violence.

~~ The first national non-uni-
form day was the brainchild of
Melanie Rees, a Liverpool
teacher, In 1989 she teamed

of their own. The lessons. in
the text for Non-formal educa-
tion, are taught through differ-
ent media like staging dramas,
role-playing by the students,

inaccessible, isolated uncer-
tainty, with lack of communi-
cation, in acute poverty. Some
of the NGOs have ¢

of working In the Char areas.

At f . tolea — not just walk but : ; wlialever they like lor that one .
| ‘gamhifﬂlm:f:::,ﬂ“fr run, fly and move forward 101 - mm’_ ) haresaed with sense of responsibility | Purticular schomiday. S W et Beeath. UNICER 4 ﬁ;ﬁfﬂﬁ&gﬂﬂ; preblcms  They oould ba encouraged to
., With DECS so that the Monday- P€¥ ¢ént — through satellites, Education should be made tion nr;-:h:n and Distriet | tion pack distributed to_all - England, to encourage 500 | versations, drawing. singing. education, the poor may be

Friday episodes — one day each

- computers, wafers and optical

fibers."”

lo cater to the needs of indi-

Education Officers must

-British schools by UNICEF,

' _schools to raise £56,200 for

dancing, working in vegetable

empowered and they will find
mgans for their future survival.

for Grades 2-6 pupils — meet Co | vidual families. Then it will. = water and sanitation in Sudan ardens, caring for forestr
E Congressman Salvador Es- - v be maintained were designed to support - " g - = y
~ predetermined Minimum dero : sound meaningful te the R rking to national A year later primary health | declaring prizes for commend-
. Learning Competencies. e L A U How poverty-stricken. people who ",F] i B i il gyl oty ::ﬁ:i:-[;-?:t';l!ru:iﬂ ﬂullgclinu. They ' care in Afghanistan was the | able results, taking them for NGOs could be encouraged to

The TV pregrammes are
complemented by the devel-
opment of materials like in-
structional guides, teachers’

Committee on Education, Cul-
ture and the Arts, raised the
possibility that the

might increase the gap in the
quality ‘of education between

comprise approximately- 80%
of the population., Here the
National Planners have to de-

) data collection of educa-
tional progress. at all

encouraged students to study
the economies of other coun-
tries and be wade aware of the
neetls of their children.

beneficiary of British
schoolchildren's efforts. Since
then nen-uniform day funds

have gone, through UNICEF, to

eutings, eic. through such
methods the learners assimi-
late knowledge more deeply.
enthusiastically dnd joyluly.

follow NCTB curricula and au-

thorities should look into the
possibility of rem super-
Muous ' formalities for the
smooth running of the pro-

notes, staffl and facilities devel- ' 20% or the 80%. - level,-the process should 1 " - finance nutritional pro-

opment; monitoring and evalu- t:l;l city and the barangay The Nationsl Conimiftes on be strengthened by prop- | ™ ﬂfw wh;du children grammes In Vietnam, maternal | Thus they are inclined to be  gramme.
. ation; and impact research {viliage). Education at b S erly punctuating it with not uniformed they can avid child health In Mexico and responsive to the process ol
1 FI-EH = . Another m[ is financ- =mm m trans- choose Lo wear l..m,' h; or ‘ [.E._rntnﬂ, The pupll,n do not it is prrl.lnent o mention
: :1;::5 that the TV-assisted expansion of the programme. October 1993 and 13th ' level needs to be | &7 day. In the past, schools in 1994 over 1.500 schools | . @ ome menolonous or substantial support from the
e g et ‘Can e programme. find | Moy 1P, smphusoed |yl " [ B b Hewekan doyv e e ook Pt 9 e Do o | moanindiens. They i iean  lsding donars because con
| - ' ; - ; : . - aints in nce ;
| o below vt S Gonir 1o o the. | I ity ey ¢ Weloaing the. educs. | I B e el e elp chbdee s by whs | 10§ Meresing and comiort s n s ey cuue
{“W hﬁ“;: l':f"ﬂ? and ° Education (4-5 yr). Non-formal tional institutions should | tersa. . in Sri Lanka, While under taking a mas:  disrupting and dllllnhhq' thtl
i e OPAse inatantly. UNICEF are working in co- i sive prooramme for Non for phenomenon
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