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Swissair staff held in Thailand:

Thaui police said Friday thev had arrested a Swissair employee
o a charge ol drug (rafficking, Reuter reports from Bangkok.

Police Arno Bernard, 31, was arrested late on
Thursday night al Bangkok's international airport as he was
aboul to board a Swissair flight to Zurich. his hometown.
Police  said they found 1.930 capsules continuing
amphetamine in his travelling bag.

Abacha names fresh cabinet:

Nigeria's military ruler General Sani Abacha on Thursday
named his new cabinet, more than five weeks after he
dissolved the previous body. Reuter _reports from Lagos.

A statement said Abacha had approved the appointment of
36 ministers, including both military officers and. civilians.
The list. which did not specily portliolies. included seven
members ol the past Cabinet.

3 hanged in Singapore: o mai men
and a Malaysian convicted in Singapore of drug trafficking

were hanged on Friday, bringing the number of people,
executed under the city-state’'s tough drug laws to 102,
Reuter reporis from Singapore.

Don  Promphinit. 31, and Krishna Mailkham, 32, were
executed on Friday morning. Singapore’s Central Narcotics
Hureau saidl The men, construction workers. were both Thai
nationals who were arrested for trafficking on January 10,
1993. Nasrul Esyam Bin Shamsudin, a 21-year-old Malaysian
landscape artist. was also executed on Friday morning. He was
arrested on Sepiember 30, 1993, after he was stopped al U.'lE‘
border « hee kpuml from Malaysia to bingnpnrt

Armema allows Russia base'

Russian President Boris Yeltsin and Armenian: President Lev

sl

Ter-Petrossian on Thursday signed a treaty allowing Russia o '

have military bases in Armenia for 25 years. AP reports from
Moscow.
Yeltsin's press service said the (reaty would help
“stabilise” the wvolatile Cauecasus Mountains region and
"strengthen peace.” Russia is presently at war with the
breakaway Caucasus Mountains republic of Chechnya. The
new treaty allows Russia to base troops in the Armenian

cgpital of Yercvan and in the northern town of Gyumri.

L -
Russia mthdrawmg 2 Russia
on Thursday began withdrawing its strategic nuclear missile
lorce Trom the former Soviet republic of Belarus, AP reports
Irom Moscow, '
Belarus was one ol four republics that inherited nuclear
missiles from the Soviet Union when it broke up in 1991. It

agreed 1o send its 81 S5-25 single warhead. long range
missiles nmiounted on mobile launchers to Russia for
dismantling., In January. 1994, President Clinton visited

Belarus o show appreciation for its Mllmgl;im to give up its
nudlear weapons.

Guatemala okaprs death penalty:

Coungress has approved the death penalty for kidnappers in
an allempt 1o halt a wave ol abductions for ransom. AP
reporis rom Guatemala City.

Lawmakers voled unanimously on Thursday to authorise

the death penalty for ransom kidnapping. Accomplices and |,

accessorics afler the lact are subject to imprisonment for 15
to 20 years.

Bomb defused in N Ireland: s

army experis on Thursday defused a bomb at a store in this
Northern Ireland border Lown, the second such bemb found
al the siore since the IRA ceasefire. police said. AP reports
from Newry, Northern Ireland.

Iwo anviwviious ielephone eallers on Thursday warned ol a
bumb. which was lound in a gym bag at the Texas HomeCare
wullel i Newry. The area was sealed ofl 1or several hours
before the army goc the all clear, Tin bomb partially
exploded while it wias benwe dviii<ed by o umlurlnﬂi robot .
but no vne was hurt. polce <.

6 Asian journalists honoured. Six

Asian }Gurll.-lhﬁ'[h have been mamed Jeflerson Fellows by the
East-West Center, AP reports from Honolulu.

The programme which runs from April 30 to June 24,
provides an opportunity for intensive study and dialogue on
major issues in Asia. the Pacific and the United States.

2 femes collide in HK harbour:

Tweo Chi na—operated catamaran ferries carrying more than
150 passengers collided in Hong Kong harbour on Friday
morning. injuring 11 people. one critically, the Hong Kong
government said. Reuter reports from Hong Kong.

The Marine Departinent said one of the ferries was
carrying 99 passengers and the other 56.

China’s train to touch HK: chu.-

first high-speed train. now serving Guangzhou and Shenzhen
in southern China, will be extended to serve Hong Kong from
March 28. it was reported Friday. AFP says from Hong Kong.

The train. which can reach speeds of 160 kilometres an
hour, will cut travelling time between Guangzhou and Hong
Kong by nearly two hours and 40 minuies. the Guangfhuu
raflway group told China-funded Ta Kung Pao.

Mayas totalkw:ﬂ:!leﬂco:

Indigenous Maya ‘guerillas in the soufthern Mexican state of
Chiapas said on Thursday they were ready

talks with the Mexican government bul demanded first the

withdrawal of government troops from pesitions occupied in

a recent advance, Reuter reports from Mexico.

The rebels, in a statement. said they had already rencwed
mmwwﬂmwhmw-ﬂtw
for direct meeting with interior ministry representatives
“when physical conditions exist this includes the federal
army's return to its positions on February 8 -

Quake jolts Ankara: i carnguake

reaching 4.2 on the open-ended Richter scale hit the east

Turkish city of Erzurum Friday but no casualties or damage

were reporied. AFP says from Ankara.

A 4 2-quake can cause moderate damage. The quake came
a day after two earthguakes reaching 3.3 on the Richter scale
shook 1the weslern Turkish region of Denizli. It was
registired Wi 7:3] am,

RIYADEL. Mar 17: The Unit-
ed Sunes is lUghtening meas-
vres to prevent illegal ship-
ments ol Iragi ofl in the Gulf,
where US Defence Secretary
Williain Perry will begin a tour
on Saturday. reparts AFP,

Arab diplomais in the re-
gion said Thursday that Wash-
ington had asked the Gulf
monarchies (o provide port fa-
cilities for inspecting vessels
suspected of transporting Iragi
oil.

The request came during a

visit hy US Secretary of State

Warren Christopher to Saudi
Arahia on Sunday, the sources
sau .

50 far marilime inspections
in line with the UN embargo
o1l Ilrag have only been carried
out in international waters.

In February the New York
Thnes reported that Iragg had

secretly sold 800 mdllion dol-
lars worth of eil in 1994 in vie-

lation of the embargo imposed '

alter Jradqi iroeps invaded
Kuwait in August 1890. '

The UN Security Council
renewed the crippling oil and
trade embargo’ at its regular
two-monthly sanctions . review
on Monday.

The US eimbassy here said
Perry would seck to bolster
the UUS presence in the Gull
and Lthe support of countries in
the, region for the policy of
containing Irag.

Perry will arrive in Jeddah
on the Red Sea for lalks with

" Saudi Delence Minister Prince

Sultan Ibn-Abdel Aziz and may
meet King Fahd, a t.l‘S: dlplumal
ﬂdid .

" He will lI'dY;E‘I on tn Huwajt
Babrain, The Uﬂltﬁi ﬁrﬁ‘h Emi
‘rates aned L}..ﬂar o

International

US tightening measures to
stop Iraq's oil shipment

"The unsanctions against
lraq must not be used to pun-
ish the Iraqi people and should
remain a temporary means of
pressure.” The Vatican said on
Thursday following a meeting
between the Pope and Iraqi
Deputy Premier Tareq Aziz.,

Vatican spokesman said tht
meeling between the Pope and
Aziz focused on the "grave hu-
manitarian situation’ caused by
the severe sanctions im
against Iraq by the UN Sec uritjf
Council.”

The Pope on several occa-

<ions has called for the UN..
embargo 10 be reexamined so
as not to affect lhc «clviliah

* lation.. -4
. AziZ, who arriﬂ:ﬂ her!:-__
'Wfflnesday from Neéw York,
also held talks with the. Wlﬂ-.j. '
car’s $ecretary of Slate. G&tﬂi

_Ijlﬂtl Apgelo sodano. - .

T e

Ilmnlmqm |u,|puﬂ re. authur of The L:ty of Joy am:l hlﬂ wu"e Dominique are g&lldndﬂd with
followers in this recent photograph as they greet patients of a tubereulosis (TB) clinic financed
from the rovalties of his book. Lapierre spends over half a million US dollar per year to help

the poor in ( alcutta
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4 AJI members
held in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Mar |7 Indoae-
sian police have arrested sev-
eral people linked to an inde-
pendent journalists’ group. the
latest in a fresh wave of attacks

on lingering opposition to-
wards President Suharte's

rule. journalists said 1oday. re
ports Reuter.

Journalists said police had
detained four memixrs of the

Independence Alliance of
“Journalists (AJI] late on
Thursday after a seminar in a
«ceniral hotel in Jakarta ai-
tended by foreign journalists
and diplormnats.

Those detained on Thurs-
day included AJl leaders
Abhmed Taufik and Liston Sire-
gar. as well as Muslim politi-
clan Sri Bintang Pamungkas.
currently facing expulsion

from parliament for his out-
apwlemr Arillina Af miniot ee

UScalltoextendtrucemBosma

WASHINGTON. Mar 1T7:
The Climmen adhininisiration is
valling lor an extension of the

" ceasefire i Bosnia beyond its

s heduled
reporis AP

T think it's essential we all
rededicale ourselves Lo achiev-
ing a broader setiement Cthat
includes all the people of
Bosnia.” Secretary of State
Warren Christopher said
Thursday during a cenunemo-
rilon of the first anniversary
of the creation in Washingion
ol o lederation that -uniled
Bosnia's Muslims and ethnic
Crusms.

I call on all sides 1o re-
spoect Lhe current cessation of
hostilities and to extend it be-
fore it expires om May 1.°
("hristopher said.

Al a later news conference,
Assistant Secretary of State
Ri« hhard Helbrooke answered.
“yes. when asked whether the
actininist ration wae in favewr of

Mav | expiration,

Russia proposes 3-phase solution
to end Chechen

MOSCOW, Mar 17: Russian
Pritne Minister Viktor Cher-
nowvredipn on Thursday pro-
posed a three-phase solution
lo end the three-month-old
cotitliet in Chechnva. starting
with the declaration of demili
larised zones, reports AFP,

Chernoinyrdin olfered ne-
gotiaijons with the rebel Cau-
casus republic's separatists to
wark out no-combat zones
where an immnediate ceasefire
would be decrecd. the Russian
news agency ITAR-Tass said,
BBoth sides soldiers would then

leave those zones, Cher-
poryrdin suggested.
But Le, also reiterated

Moscow's long-standing de-
mand for the (Chechens 1o
hand over their weapons. stip-
ubating thin ey woukd hiave o

sutivuder..  Lheir hieuvy
weaponry, which would then

be put under the supervision ol

- medlalors and village elders.

Chernomyrdin told a meet-
ing ol the Council for a Settle-
ment in Chechnya, a Russian
body consisting of lawmakers
and governmeni officials, that
in a second phase, Chechen
BEresident General Dzhokhar
Dudayev's separatists would
hold talks with the pro-Rus-
sian Chechen opposition to
lorm a provisional govermment.

“The holding ‘of democratic
clections would be the third
stage of a peaceful settlement.”
Chernomyrdin said. i

Russia has repeatedly put
lorward formulas for disarming
the Chechens since Russian
TI"I"H:I-pH went in on December

conflict

Loy oust ‘the independent
admunslrmmn Dudayev ap-
pointed unilaterally in Novem+
ber 1991 amid the break up of
the Soviet Union.

The Chechens have mnstav
tently called for high-level 1

talks with Russian President -
Boris Yeltsin-and with Cher- .
nomyrdin.

Ma.nwhile. o series of right
ting: airstrikes in Chiechnya
sitial @ "new stage in Ressia
faduies aleng the front seuth of |
Cirozny. a top Chechen com-
tiander said,in Argun today.

"During the day you can see
whit vou Are aiming at ... now
thev just want Iﬂ*hnmh every
”H‘.II.' unidher the su™ Aslam:"*1
boek lsanailov. conwnander ul' |
Chechen separatist lorces de
!’rndmL the own ol Argan.,

Clinton-Adams'
5-minute talks

WASHINGTON,. Mur 17
Pro shdbesnt Gl Chinon and Sinn
Fein leader tierry Adams
shuok hands here on Thursday
ad spoke wgether fer about
live minwetes when they both
attended an event al Congress.
a legislator who wilnessed the
event said. reports AFP.

It is the lirst time that a
leader ol the political wing ol
the Irish Republican Ariny
ARA) has shaken the hand of a
US president

The mieeting wok place in a
romm n Congress and was
I"Iuh‘:uﬁ‘d by about 60 people

Republicinn New York Cou
gressinan Peter King sakd.
“They shook liands and

had a Hve -minute conversa-
tesn.” King said  was “a very
amicable ohiat

extending the oo aselire
Bosnda in lieu of rescohing a uﬁ
tement there.

Calling for greater US sup-
pert foy their fledgling al-
liance, Bosnilan and Creatian
leaders in Washinglon for the
anmversary said Serbia eventu-
ally will suwcumb to inlerna
Uonal pressuare o join he
PEACE PINCESs.

There is only one soju-
tio | devlared Cropatiam For
eign Ministier Mate Granic.
Heintegration of Croatian Serl)
territories into Croatia. isola- -~
tien of {(Bosnian Serbs). mutual
recognition of all states of the
former Yugoslavia and finally

the lifting of sanclions againsl

Seorbrin -

Durtng the anniversary cel-
ebration and subseguent meet -
ings with tep admintstration
officials. the visitors stressed
that the internatiopml com-
munity peeds & pul more
[ea ire i Serbia oo ot g

Austraha renews offer to
| mediate in Lankan crisis

COLOMBO. Mar 17° Aus-
iralia has renewed an offer to
iediate in Sri Lanka's ethnic
conflict. just two weeks after
Tamil reblels rejected a similar
ofler lrom France, diplomats
saicl today. reperts AFP.

The Tamils, a minority m

| mainly Sinhalese Sri Lanka, are

tighting o carve oul a home-
land in the northeast.

In a stalement issuwed in
Canberra and released here by
the Australian High Commis-
sitn) (embassy). Foreign Minis-
ler Garedh Evans recalled that
i 1990 Aystralia had offered
o laciliiate mediation by the
Commmonwealih.

- "Australia’s oller has heen
renewed 1o suceessive Lankan

leade rat and we remain avafl-"
dble il circuwrnstaneces make-it a
uselul eption.” Evans said.

He urged the rebel Libera-
tionn Tigers of Tamil Eelam
ILTTE] to begin political talks
with the Sri Lankan govern-

ment  becatse the current two million people. Other large
pedace priwess, was Lthe "best | foreign communities are the
OPPortny e over a degade” Pakistanis. ranlans and non-
e e i the islanwd, UAE Arabs.

Eoviatls sail both sides Lad
to compromise to achieve a
settlement. _

Earlier. LTTE guerillas re-
jected France's mediation bid
on the grounds that a retired
French diplomat picked as an
intermediary was close (o Sri
Lafkan Presidemt Chandrika

: spukrs'mau - :-su'tﬂ.

Krardabuie .,

ous ol the peace prdcess.
Serban President Slobodan
Milasevie already has rejected
a US-nspired peace plan thal
would suspend the crippling
irade sanciions agaimst his
cOuniry in exchange lor recog-
nition of Bosnia and Creatia.

The US récently has ajso
Llaken the lead in defusing a
pmr-mla!ly dangdgrous siluation
caused By Croatla’s.decisioh (o
eviet -UN ° peagekeepers de
played along a buflfer zone be-
fween its army and rebel Serb
lorces whe hold nearly 30 per
ceni of Croatia's territory.

A draltl acgord that would

~allow a smaller UN forte (0 pa-

rul Serb-held” parts of Croa
tia's border with Bosnia hnd
Serbia. (hus eflectively Isolat-
g the Croaulan Serbs. has
sow 1l discord among the Serbs,
Bosiiian Serb leader Radovan
Karadzc have already rejected
" s o

This file phoru shows Arab League Foreigh Mihisters mletmg TH Lmrn N "-lmt:h 1994
Arab League is celohrating ite ROt Ghaivarediy ™ .

M.lsslsmppl
abolishes
slavery

: JACKSON, Mississippi. Mar
17: The state of Mississippi on
Thursday became the last US
state to ratify-a itutional
amendment ‘slavery

— 130 years after the rest of

the mmitl}r ﬂld ‘ﬁn | reports

| AFP.

Slavery was Ehﬂlluhnd by a
constitutional amendment in
1865, when there were 36
states in the union, but Missis-
sippi _never - ratified the

~amendment because tawmak- -

ers were angry they had not
been reimbursed for the value
ol the freed slaves.

The fact was fafggttcn for

mwmeﬁf_

the current hﬁllal;urc were

urfaware that:Mississippi had

ntirerrattﬂﬂdﬂl: un-

Mﬂhn .
mhwmwn ;

letnational war criines tribunal
on.the mrucltlu committed in

menis released on Thunudny
| reporis AFP. -
" In the appeal to the UN Se-

| .rurily Council, Shevardnadze

said "hundreds of thousands of
innocent people hm become
victims of de” and

"ethnic ﬂl:nnlng" since light-
ing broke out in the Black Sea
republic two years ago. .

Georgia lost Abkhazia to
separatist rebels allegedly
backed I::y Russia in 1993.

Lovat dead

BEAULY, Scotland, Mar 17:
World War 1l hero Lord Lovat,
who led his commando anit
onto the Normandy beaches
while his.personal bagpipers
played” died on- Thutsday at his
homd in the bcﬂl[lah High
land=, He was 83, rqmrts AP,

Lovag. demibed ‘b}v '.&mstnn

Chur hill as iTI}' hﬁmilni"u o e

oy who ever. e @ Uireat
Wis one ol Britai)'s most illus-
irious sokdiers. honoured witly
the Dislinguished Service

Order (DSO} and Militdary Cross

(MC). as well-as. the Croix de

Guerre - and thE Hﬂrwegiau'

CUress.

- Simon Lhriat‘&pher Jnié’;;h
“Fraset Loval, the 17th baron
and. 24th Chiel of the Clan
Fruser of Bbwvat,
peacefulty " =a

As:am rop list

of converts to .
Islam in. UAE

MHF DHEBI
ppinvs and other Asian N
inals topped the Hst of con-
verts dy Islan: in the Gull omi-
rate ol Abu. Dhabi o 1994, Al-
[ttthied newsSpapér re'pbﬂbd o1l
Mursday, savs AFP. -

T;’I'E’ sewml-ollicial daily . !hilhl
312 people einbraced Istam in
the oil-rich efirate last vear.

iu:u:tuquu;!;sk FhHippinus Mt
. _ﬁﬂ Li,l!kanu and 35

ndiatis.

The Uhwee imlhnm!tuea ae
count for nearly ene-third ol
the United Arab . Emiratés
(UAE) population of around

The converls also included
US, British, Russiaii, Swiss and
Irish nationals, . -

“They have been provided
with the necessary instruc-
tions and some books that will
help lhm in their new reli-

United chmu lu mt up an in*.'

Ahkhazla acmrdmg to docu- -

lll.tl!i‘l}r__

Mar I'7: P‘hﬂi-l

The Buily Star 5

m
Off the Record

'l‘np Lﬂrunm mudei ﬂlam:ha Schiffer wears a transparent

- erimson sniock with embroidered firm-leaf filigree over a

pearl-gray satin slip-dress designed by Karl Lagerfeld for
Chloe's Autumn-Winter 1995 ready- to-wear collection

shown on Thursday in Paris.

— AFP/UNB photo

Phone-sex catches
child abuser

BERLIN: A man who revealed what he'd just done during a

call 1o a teleplione sex line was arrested for sexual abuse of a
young boy. police suid Thursday, reports AP.

The 35-vear-old Berliner called a sex-chat service in

Celogne. and after giving his name and addyess for billing,
told the woman on the other end he had just had sexual rela-_
tions with a child. a police statement said.

her responsibilities,”

The woman. described in the statement as "conscious of
informed Cologne police who alerted

their colleagues in Berlin.

A 13-year-old boy was in the apartment when Berlin police

arrived. The suspect confessed and was being investigated for
possible sexual abuse of other youngsters, the statement said.
It did not give the name of the suspect or identify the tele-
phﬂm SEX lmL

3

- News of madness
fetches $920

LONDON: Some things — like a monarch's madness — are

better kept a1 home, reporis AP.

A British collector paid 920 dollar. nearly four times the

projecled price. on Thursday for an anxious 1810 bulletin an-
unouncing King George Hl's final descent into madness. be-
ciiuse be wanted it to remain in England. Philips auctioneers

il i
King George 11 sufffrﬁi fromi 4 disease doctors now be-

lieve to be porphyria, wht-_h subjects sufferers to momentary
h:l.n’! of insanity.

‘Oné’such bout in 1788 — precipitating Britain's Regency

‘crisis — is the subject of the current film. "The Madness of

- King George.”

Nigel Hawthorne. who plays the king., has been nominated

for a best actor Oscar this year.

Ki’n.: George recovered in 1789. But a relapse 21 years

Iﬂtr prompted the bulhﬂin which was put up for sa.ll: on
Thursday by an amnymm.:s seller,

The bulletin, headed "Most Secret” begins. "The King

Jeontinues as bad as ever. The gradual increase of his irrita-

tion, without fever. which is the worst of all symptuma and
. ebncludes: “"He is most ungovernable, and violent.”

4 foreigners, two others

istan _has

arrested in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Mar 17: Pak- mastermiriding the World
arresied six men Trade Centre attack that left

with alleged links 10 Ramzi | six dead and more than 1,000

Yousef, a prime suspect in the
1993 bombing of the World
Trade Cenire in New York, a -

injured, was arrested in the
Pakistani capital of Islamabad
last motithi. He was jnmedi-

newspaper on Friday, says AP.
The six were arresiéd
March |1 in the northwestern:
city of Peshawar and include
three Sudanese. an Iranian and
lwo Pakistams, according to
The News, a leading English-
language daily.
. The_report said they were
arrested afier an investigation
revealed that Yousei made sey-
eral telephone calls @ them In
Peshawar.

ately extradited (o the United
Stales. He has pleaded inno-
cent and remains in custody
in New York.

link the s$ix suspects to any
specific crimes. Pakistani offi-
cials could not immediately be

day, the Muslim sabbath.
Pakistani
under tremendous pressure to

The News report did not

reached for comment on Fri-
authorities are

- crack down on terrorism and

Yousef, an Iraqi acoused of escalating violence,

Cambodian troops
advance on
| Khmer positions

THAILAND., Mar 17: Cam-

bodian government troops ad-
vanced on Khmer Rouge posi-
tions near the Thai border fol-
lowing a pre-dawn artillery
hombardiment today. Thal army
and KKoier Rouge sources
silcl, reposis Reuler,
. dovermnent guns were
irected at the Maoist rebels’
Kla-Nguab base and its satellite
camps about 20 km south of
Poipet in western Cambodia, a
Thal army officer reported.

A Khmer Rouge oflicial told
reporters in the Thai-Cambo-
tia border area that the rebels
had spotted about 600 gov-
tmment soldiers and TYour
tanks some 10 kin from Kla-
Nguab.

A Thai army source told

Reuters that as of two weeks
ars beng Sarv was still in Ph

The
. AFPUNB o



