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A SERIES OF INTERVIEWS
AND ARTICLES ON THE CUR-
RENT POLITICAL CRISIS

Faruq Chou-
(thury. who

Foreign Sec-
retary and as
Bangladesh's
High Commi-
ssioner to In-
dia, and is
also a colum-
nist, main-
tains that the
present cri-

L’hy
sis is basically a crisis of
confidence. That experience of
hw-ele:lu:u has been far from
happy there is no point in
blaming one party or another,

He is for correcting the
situation so that such deeds
arenol repeated ever in future.
He feels that the basis of
democracy is free and fair
elections and this should not,
therefore, be left to chances.
Full text of his responses to
the Daily Star questionnaire is

on page 4.
Tomorrow: Khurshid Alam,
chairman of Dhaka Stoek

Exchange, responds (o the
Daily Star questionnaire.
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| Frightful Fire in
Fertiliser Market
Column: Beneath The
Surface

by Abdul Bayes
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| International

US tightening measures
to stop Iraq's oil
shipment
Russia proposes three-
phase solution to end
Chechnya conflict
Page §

Business
Formulate plans
conforming to future
needs, Ol urges
engineers
Iran slates US decision,
hopes to find other oil

partners
Pages 6,7
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Education

Liberation through
education; Literacy
drive helps India boost

food production
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Remedy for Polio

SIRAJGANJ. Mar
least 26 people were injured,

17: At

three of them . In twe
different clashes between rival
groups here today. Police said
centering a dispute over leas-
ing a khas marsh, a clash
erupted at Masimpur area of
the town at about 11-30 am
which left 17 people wounded.
Three people — Faziur Rah-
man, Mokhlesur Rahman and
Akbar Ali — were admitied to
Sirajgan) General Hospital with
critical injuries, The other
clash eccurred in front of Eye

Hospital at Dhanbandi between
two groups of youths h‘rﬂl 9
people injured, reports UNB
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A bumper polato crop in
Munshiganj disirict appears to
be turning into a bane for the
farmers as traders are only of-
fering prices much below the
production cost,

During a visit vesierday,
this eorrespondent found
thousands ol maunds ol potato
stockpiled along the village
roads and highways, and

farmers trying hard to sell
ofl their crop.

"We farmers are dead," said
a hysteric Mohammad Kari-
mullah of Toengibari thana. "We
have been turned virtually into
heggars because nobody is
buying our produces.”

Many of the farmers have
gone out of their wits appar-
ently because ol the stress they
aré now undergoing due to the
extremely dull sale sitnation.

the -

Miiny
livusehold goods to make up
the loss and save their families
Irom consequent sufferings.
Farmers and traders poin-
ted out that severe trans-
portation problem and inade-
quale storage facilities have
contributed to the crisis.

According to Munshiganj

Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment. the on-going potato har-
vest, which began earlier this
month. is projected to pro-
duce over 3.5 lakh tonnes

compared to an actual produc-

tion of 2.2 lakh mnncs last
Season.

The bumper harvest saw a
dramatic fall in wholesale
prices as lraders are taking
advantage of the situation and
olfering only around Tk 100

per maund, which is. W"l}" below

more sold out their

DHAKA

the production cost nf'ﬂl 140

per maund.
Even- during the. lani sea-
son, the wholesale price of
_polato at this time of the year

- was between Tk. Hﬂ and Tk.

170.

Alam Mollah. a polato
grower [rom a village on the
Munshinganj-Tongibari high-
way. expressed his disgust al
the situation and said, "For
growing one maund (37.5 kg)

of potato | spent Tk. 140. So
far 1 have been offered nnl}r Tk

100.°

Farmers in Munshlganj
Tongibari, Sri’ Hagar and in
parts of Bikrampur complained

that the canals in the area, the .

miin roules for transportation
of the harvest, are absolutely
dry this year. hampering sale
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#. | Bumper potato harvest
turns into a bane

By Morshed Ali Khan back from Munshiganj
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Awami League chief Sheikh Hasma alung w1th other party leaders, mtallectuals and student
leaders placing wreath at the mazar of Bangabandhu Sheikh Muyjibur Rahman at Tungipara

in Gopalganj on the late leader's 75th birthday yesterday.
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Rare protest mst Beiji
choice for vice premier

BEIJING. Mar 17: In o rare
show of protest. nearly one-
third of deputies to China's

parliament today rejected the
government s choice for the
vice premier who will be in
charge of the huge agriculture
portfalio., report Reuter, AP.

The 2.752 deputies al the
Nalional Peoples Congress
meeling in the cavernous
Greal Hall ol Lhe People voted
by secret ballot on two candi-
dates for vice premiers pro-
posed by premier Li Peng.

In polling for Jiang Chun-
yun. 605 deputies voled
against. 39] abstained and 10
did nolt vote. while 1,746
voled in lavour — an unusually
low 63.44 per cent support
rate.

Deputies said this was one
of the largest protest votes on
reford in the normally timid
parliament.

The National People's
Congress also approved the
appointment of Wu Bangguo as
vice premder of the State
Couneil. or cabinet. They jein
lour other vice premiers for
lerms thal end in 1997.

Wu is a former Communist
Parly leader in Shanghai. an
important power base ol Pres-
ident and Communist Party
Secretary Jiang Zemin., who
himself was promoted from
the port city.

Jiang Chunyun was party

Contemplacion, the

Flor
Filipino maid hanged for
murder in Singapore yester-

day —_AFP photo

leader in Shandong province,
an important foed-producing
region in eastern China. He is
not related to Jiang Zemin.

Wu is expected to take
charge of industry and reform
of state-owned enterprises,
and Jiang Chunyun likely will
oversee agriculture, Bolth are
crucial seciors facing diflicult
economic reforms.

The promolions were ex-
pected to strengthen Presi-
dent Jiang as the influence of
senior leader Deng Xiaoping
WAIES.

Deng. 90, is believed Lo be

in failing health, and Jiang is
considered the core of a new

BCL-Shibir clash
in Sylhet: 15 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Mar 17: Al least
15 persons were injured in a
clash between the activists of
the Bangladesh Chhalra League
iS-P)} and the Islami Chhatra
Shibir on the Beanibazar gov-
ernment college campus yes-
lerday

Chhatra League activist
Sarwar was admitted to the
Svlhet MAG Osinany Medical
College Hospital while others
lo the thana health complex.
Separale cases were regis-
Llered

generation ol leaders. Jiang
repertedly pushed the ap-
pointments last fall during a
party plenum that decided on
the candidate list for the vice
premiership. '

The rubber-stamp legisla-
lure approved the promotions
in the first 10 minutes of its
session. Wu and Jiang were the
only candidates.

But when the results of the
voling on Jiang Chunyun ap-
peared on an electronic board,
a long, low rumble went
through the auditorium.

Delegates said later that the
results reflect concern about
Jiang's age, 64. Although many
Chinese leaders, including
Premier LI Peng and the exist-
ing four vice premiers, are

older, the delegates said they
felt Jiang was (oo old to be a
vice premier in charge of one
of the most difficult issues
facing China's development.
They also said his promo-
tion runs counter to the gov-
ernment's stated intention of

bringing younger blood into its
ranks

Jiang is considered to have
done a good job with agricul-
tural reforms in Shandong, in-
cluding the development of
flourishing township enter-
prises that provitle jobs to sur-
phas rural labourers, —

But some dtle&nﬂlu

See Page 12

Singapore rejects Manila's
appeal, hangs maid

SINGAPORE. Mar 17: Sin-
gapore hanged Filipino maid
Flor Contemplacion for doubie
murder loday alfter rejecting
an appeal [rom Philippines
President Fidel Ramos and an
| 1th-hour plea by her lawyers
— and despile protests and
threats in Manila reports
Reuter.

The 42 -year-old mether of
four was convicted of stran-
gling another maid and
drowning the son of the vic-
tim's employers on May 4.
1991.

in the days before her exe-
culion. claims she was inno-
cent cmerged in the
Philippines. there were public
proiests by human rights
goups and others. and threats
were made io the Singapore

Journalists who had also

been  presenl for previous
Singapore death waiches said
the pre-dawn hanging at
Changl prison saw unusual se-
curity at the jails entrance,
which is as close as outsiders
are allowed during a hanging.

They said several officers
were outside the gates on pa-
trol. and others, some wearing
bullet - proofl vests and carrying
automatic rifles, could be seen
just inside. Police dogs were
alse on hand.

A crowd of about 25 outside
the gates comprised mosily
journalists. But also present
were Con 's Phili-
ppine lawyers and a woman
whoe had flown through the
night in a futile effort to save
Contemplacion with her
testimon y .

Virginia (Vangie) Parumog

See Page 12 Col 8

PM tells Bangladeshis

Continue efforts
to supplement
march towards

progress

LONDON, Mar 17: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

+ has urged the Bangladeshis liv-

ing abroad to continue their
united efforis to supplement
the- country's march towards
progress, reports BSS.
Addressing twe separate
receptions accorded to her by
Bangladesh Caterers’ Associa-
tion and Greater Sylhet Devel-
opment Council here last
night, the Prime Minister
asked the Bangladeshis to
work for further brightening
the country's image abroad.
Bangladesh has now
emerged as a country of huge
potentials, the Prime Minister
said urging the expatriates Lo
dvail the opportunities of in-
| Bee Page 12 Col 7

First batch ot
deportees from
S Arabia arrives

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 17: The
first batch of Bangladeshi de-
portees [rom Saudi Arabla ar-
rived here today on board a
Panama flag carrying vessel
'MV Mecca-1".

One of the deportees’ iden-
tified as Nur Mohammad (26)
died during the voyage.

The fellow deportees al-
leged that Nur Muhammad
died due to lack of medicare
lacilities on board the vessel.

They said Nur was seriously
injured as he was beaten by
Saudi Police in Jeddah.

The deportees were re
celved by the customs and
iumigration officials. A large
contingent ol police was de-
ployed at jeity no. | where the
vessel anchored alter arrival at
| pm today.

The arrival of the ship was
delayed by six days.

It salled from Jeddah on
February 28.

The deportees left the jetty
aller completing customs and
immigration formalities.

The dead body was sent for
post mortem examination.

The ship captained by Amin
Pakhi, and Egyptian national.
is ewned by a company of
Egypt. It was chartered by the
Saudi government to send
back the Bangladeshi depor-
lees who were declared illegal.

The Saudi government has

See Page 12 Col 7

CPA body to
Improve port
activities

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 17: The
Chittagong Port Authority has
constituted a 19 -member con-
sultative commiltee to ensure
operational improvement in
the port which handles over
80 per cent ol the country's
imports and exports.

The commitltee. headed by
the port Chairman. includes
representatives from the Chi-
itagong Chamber. the FBCCI,
BGMEA, the sievedores asso-
ciation, Lhe sleamers as-
soctation. the clearing and
forwarding agents and other
organisations. .

According Lo port sources,
the comumitiee will meet once
a month to review the opera-
Llional activities of the port and
suggest ways of raising the ef
ficiency of cafgo handling.

Meanwhile. increase in the

See Page 12 Col 1
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Bangabandhl}_'g._z Sth birthday

 Hasina criticises
govt indifference

By Staff Correspondent

The 75th birth anniversary
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman was observed
throughout the country yester-
day with a renewed pledge to
nmiaterialise the dream of the
late leader.

The Bangabandhu's birthday
celebration committee took
elaborate programmes at
Tungipara in Gopalganj dis-
trict. the birth place of Mujib.

The committee, led by
Awami League chielf Sheikh

' Hasina, placed wreaths at the

mazar of Bangabandhu at
Tungipara in the morning.
Hasina, who is also chief

~pafttfon nf the celebration

committee opened the two-day
programme through a rally of
children and juveniles.
Addressing a discussion
meeting at the mazar

premises, the AL chiel urged

all concerned to project the
true history of the Bengalee
nation and Bangabandhu's
contributions in liberating the
country before the new gener-
ation.

Hasina criticised the state-
controlled electronic media
for not putting up any pro-
gramme on the birthday of the
'father of the nation." "The
government “is remaining si-
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Eooking Back at

Farmers block rail track
fbrfbnnhmerawfhutpruxa

JAMALPUR, Mar 17: Raifl
comimunication between nor-
thern districls and the capital
was disrupled today as farmers
blocked the rail track here
demanding fertiliser at fair
price. reports LINB.

Witnesses said Dhaka-
bound
Jamuna, and two mail trains,
one bound for Chittagong and
another for Dhaka, were
stranded at different points
aflter several hundred farmers
pul barricade near Narundi
station at about 2 am.

The tarmers, however,
withidrew the barricade with
the intervention of railway po-
lice this morning.

Meanwhile. Deputy Commi-
ssioner of Jamalpur Akhtar
Hossain Khan told UNB that
production of BCIC's Jaimmuna
Fertiliser Factory in the
district had decreased due o
mechanical trouble

He said the fac. ory now
produces 1.100 metiic tons ol
Urea everyday against the pro-
duction capacily of 1.700 met-
ric tons.

"We need 22.000 metric

tons ol Urea, but till now we
have received ounly 7,000
tons,” the DC said adding that

Jamalpur is the worst sufferer
ol the present fertiliser crisis.
The supply of Urea fer-
Lillser from the lactory has also
been hampered due to short-
age ol transports, including
railway wagons and trucks, he
e

inter-city Ekota and

Ht‘pﬂrl Irom Lalmonirhat
adds: Several hundred farmers
gheraoed the residence of the
Thana Nirbahi Officer of
Aditmari of the district today
demanding distribution of
fertiliser at fair price.

Local people said the farm-
ers were enraged when they
came to know that the thana
administration would not be
able to meei the demand for
1,250 metric tons of Urea as it
received only 38 meitric tons
of [ertiliser from the Zia
Fertiliser Factory.

They said a contingent ol
police was deployed to guard
Against untoward incident as
farmers demonstrated there
for about 12 hours till 10 pm.

Police arrested a lertiliser
trader. Shamsul Islam. [rom
Aditmari Bazar and seized fer-
tiliser Ifrom his shop on
Thursday night.

Meanwhile authorities
seized 6,240 bags of fertiliser
worth about Tk 20 lakh from a

trawler at Nagarbari Ghat
tonight.
District administration

sources said a vigilance team
led by a magistrate seized the
fertiliser-loaded trawler that
came from Chittagong.

They said the fertiliser will
be distributed among the
larmers of nine thanas of the
district.

Ctg Urea Factozz
Efforts on to resume

production tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The authorities are trying to
resume production at the
Chittagong Urea Fertiliser fac-
tory Irom tomorrow since its
stock ol the soil nutrient is
being exhausted [ast, accord-
ing to official sources,

Production at the factory
was suspended Tuesday night
because salinity level of the wa-
ler of Lhe Karnaphuli river in-
creased alarmingly. Water is
one of the basic raw materials
of the Tk 1500-crore factory
which produces 1700 tons of
urea a day

Factory sources told The
Daily Star the work to install a
one- kilometre pipeline be-
tween the Karnaphu
Fertiliser Factory (KAFCO) and
the Chittagong Urea Fertiliser

Factory has already begun and
it is expected to be completed
within a week. The KAFCO
would then supply the water
needed by the urea factory

"We have got a very poor
stock at the factory. That is
why we are desperately trying
e resume production from
Sunday.” an authoritative
source at the factory told this
correspondent over (elephone
last night.

The [actory requires at least
15000 tons ol sweet water for
its production. A pumping sta-
tion installed some 30 kms
from the factory supplies the
water from the Karnaphuli

through a pipeline.
If the salinity level of the

See Page 12 Col 4

March towards
Independence

On this day in 1971 The
Awami League chief Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman rejected the
commission ol enquiry set up
by the Martial Law Administra-
lor Zone B "to go into the cir-
cumstances which led to the
calling of the Army in aid of
civil power in various parts of
East Pakistan between March
2 and March 9"

In a statement issued in
Dacca the Awami League chief
declared the people of
Bangladesh shall not co-oper-
ate with such a commission in
any respect. He also said no
one should nominate any
member to this 'commission’
nor serve as its members.

More on Page 4
Manzur's murder
Latif, Shams likely
to be produced in
court today

By Staff Corréspondent

CID officialé coptinued in-
terrogation ol the two former
army officials detained in con-
nection with the alleged mur-
der of Major General Manzur.

- The [ive-day police remand
ol Maj Gen (rid) Latif and Lt
Col (rtd) Shamsur Rahman,
ended yesterday but they were
not produced before the court.

Court sources said they are
likely to be producéd in the
Chiel Metropolitan Magistra-
les couft today. Another
source hinted that the two
former army officials might be
taken to Chittagong since they
were posted at Chittagong
cantonment when Gen Manzur
died on Juné 1, 1981 at the
cantonment following an abor-
tive coup in which President

Ziaur Rahman was assassi-
nated.

Until vesterday, Gen Latif
and Col Shamsur Rahman were
kept at the CID office at
Malibagh. Tight security and
lop secrecy were being main—
tained at the office.

Details could not be known.

AL to gherao Food
Directorate

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League will
gherao the Food Directorate in
the city tomorrow as part of its
country-wide programme to
protest the price spiral ol
essentials including rice, fer-
liliser and paper.

Prior to the ghe¢rao pro-
gramme, the party will hold a
rally at Bangabandhu Avenue at
10 am. AL chief Sheikh Hasina
will address the rally,

Besides, there will be
(lemonstrations at all district
headguarters.

2 UN planes come
under gunfire at

Sarajevo airport

SARAJEVO. Mar 17: Two
UN planes came under heaw
machine “gun fire at Sarajevr
airport today. proempting the
LIN to close the airfield, UN
protection force [UNPROFOR;]
spokesmen said here. reports
AFP

An llyushin-76 and a Yak
alrcraft were lired at on land-
ing and again on take-off,
Major Plerre Chavancy said,

Major Herve Gourmelon
said initial reports pointed to
the use ol heavy machine guns.
No indication was given on the
origin ol fire.

Four more shot
dead in Karachi

KARACHI. Mar 17: The
death toll from violence in
Karachi. Pakisian's econemic
capital, rose to more than 100
late Thursday after four people
were shol dead in separate in-
cidents, witnesses and officials
said today, reports AFP.

The dead included two boys
aged 10 and eleven, killed
when gunmen fleeing a bun-
gled robbery in western
Karachi opened random fire
from a yellow taxi to deter
pursuit, witnesses said,




