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nwm INTERVIEWS

AND ARTICLES ON THE CUR-

RENT POLITICAL CRISIS

Secrelary
veneral of
Jamaat-e-
[slami Mou-
lana Matiur
Rahman Ni-
zaimi belie-
_| ves that the
e present po-
litical crisis
LB could not
s 2 e resolved

M It Nizami  without ho-
lding general elections under
a neutral caretaker gov-
ernmenlt. He says Lhere
might be a political solution if
the government placed a bill
in Parliament seeking provi-
sions for a caretaker govern-
ment even after the resigna-
tions of the ition MPs.

Full text of his interview
is on page 4.

Tomorrow: Farug Chowd-
hury, a jfJormer Foreign Sec-
retary. speaks on the issue.

= Inside Today

Article

Sheikh Mujib : The
Man of Destiny

Column: On The
Record
by Shah AMS Kibria
Page 4 '

International

| US refocusing attention
on Bosnia

Palestinian leaders sit
to assess peace deal

Page 5

Business

Myanmar daily suggests
increasing border trade
with Dhaka

Bangladesh trade fair
in Yangon draws
huge visitors
Page 6

STOCK MARKET

Weekend
Magazine

Mosques of Dhaka : Do
they represent the
periods they belong to?
South Africa looks
north; Short story—
The Window opposite,
Sylvia Plath: Dying as
an art; An interview

| with Shared
Experience Theatre'
from UK; and Rising
Stars, Teens and
Twenties, Living and
Weekend Sports
Pages 9 tol6
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NEWS BRIEFS

CJ made Bencher
of Lincoln’s Inn
Justice Muhammad Habibur

Rahman. ' Chiel Justice of

Bangladesh has been elecied

an honorary bencher oif the

honourable society of Lincoln s

inn. Justice Rahman is the

first honorarv bencher of the

Lincoln's Inn from Bangladesh

said an oilicial handout vester-

day.

FBCCI concerned

The Federation of Bangla-
desh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) at a
meeting yesterday expressed
grave concern over the fer
tiliser crisis and price hike of
rice. The meeting. presided
over by FBCCI president
Salman F Rahman. urged the
government lo take effective
measures (o end the crisis. It
decided that a delegation of
the federation would soon
meet with (he authorities con-
cerned, reports [INB.
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untying #he | Production at
Gordian Knot
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Ctg Urea

Factory suspended

Production at the Chi-
tagong trea Fertliser factory
remains  suspended from
Tuesday mght. official sources
it Dhaka condirmed yesterday.

Meanwhile, farmers in

Sirajganj reportedly looted
fertiliser from a truck while in
Sherpur. farmers demon-

strated in front of the DC and
TNO offices demanding fer-
Liliser at lair price.

A high oflivial of Bangladesh

Chemical  Industries  Cor-
poration [(BCIC] sald last
night. the Chittagong factory

wits shutdown as the salinity
level ol Lthe water of Karnaphuli
river.

used in producing urea, .

By Staff Correspondent

had increased alarmingly. He,

lhowever. could not say when
production will resume.

The official requesting
anonymity said. the shutdown
of the lactory. however., would
not immediately affect the
present urea supply as the

Editorial on page 4

[actory had a stock to feed the
markel for at least five days.
IThe Chittagong Urea Fertiliser
Factory used to produce 1700
tons of urea a day.

Located beside the Karna-
phuli river. the factory regqui-
res at  least 15000 tons of

sweel water for its produc-
tion. If Lthe salinity level of the
water exceeds 25 ppm, it can-
not be used for production.

Presently. the salinity level
has reached beyond permis-
sible limit, BCIC sources
pointed outl adding, 'This has
happened because of insuffi-
cient rain this season.’

The authorilies are present-
Iy planning to manage water
supplies Irom the Karnaphuli

Fertiliser Factory (KAFCOQ} by |

installing nearly a one-
kKilometre pipeline, the official
added.

LINB lrom Sirajganj says.

See Page 8 Col 3

Thousands of
children
immunised

Thousands of children un-
der five were given a dose of
OPB to immunise them against
poliomyelities across the coun-
try on the first National Im-
munisation Day yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

The programme Lo be re-
peated on April 16 was taken
as a special step to eradicate
polio lrom the country by the
year 2000.

About 20 million children
are expecied (o benefit (rom
this nation wide programime.

Apart lrom government or-
ganisations various voluntary
and social organisations
openecd polio centres through-
out the country where thou-
<inds ol children were given a
dose vl OPB.

Tnaugurating a polio centre
o1 Lhe day ot Safena General
Hospital at Malibagh here the
minister said the government
had undertaken extended pro-
gramme l(or immunisation
(EPl} 1o ensure health for all
bv the year 2000

Dhaka Reotary Club and
Udavan Rotary Club organised
the programme in observance
ool the chay.

The Dhuka Routary Club and
Rotract ¢lub of Bangladesh
jointly organised two separale
puliv centres al the Cancer In
~stiute and Hesearch Hospital
preinises  yesterday where
Children were vaccinated

contre -
B HA

Nur=c= cdinin=tering an anti- puhu dose to a child at a city
part of the Natiwnal Immumsation Day yester-

— Star photo

Moo ohear thee talklest and
debates are over, and the
Copenhagen Declaration ap
proved. Bangladesh and other
developing countries have a
long way ahead to translate the
COomiuinmenls uilo actions.

For the least developing
vountries. ihe success of Lhe
World Summit for Social De-
velopment (WSSD) that just
concluded in Denmark will
depend on how these coun-
iries re-arrange their eco-
nonike programmes to achieve
the sumumit objectives —
cation of poverty and unem-
ployment and an end to social
exclusion.

Some of the most crucial
Lictors in the tuture would be
it COUniry s Macro-economic
management. democratisalion
ar] vansparency of the state
machinery. participatory
planning and balancing the
forces ol market econoarny that

iften tend 1o iglm the needs

Commentary

Social summit & crucial factors

By Masud Hasan Khan

of e porticularly the
OO

Ul relation be
tween Lhe covernmmment and the
Nnon - governaienl organisations
INGOs] would also have im-
mense iipadt ol the overall
development initiatives.

Unlike what happened in
the Cairo Conlerence. or the
Population Summit, Prime
Minister Beguin Khaleda Zia's
verv presence at the Social
Summit  had successfully
passed on a clear message to
Lhe sunumiteers that Bangla-
desh gives lop priority 1o its
social agenda

[hw PM led a4 47 -member
official  delegation from
Bancladesh al the Copenhagen
St

Besides 1 sizable NGO del-
egation from Bangladesh and
personalities like Professor
Muhammad Yunus had helped

creale the lupression among
the siunmiteers thal both the

jren)ile

il

lorces 113
aclive in

Mivate
Were

public and
development
Hangladesh
in all. 118 heads of state
and government attended the
week - long Summil. and 183
counlries were represented.
'For us. the net profit we
derive Irom the Social Sum

imit s that our develupment
ileas got an international di-
mension. observed Foreign

Minister ASM Mostafizur Rah
man who attended the
Copenhagen Sununit

Bangladesh has alreadv in-
plemented some of the nnbor-
tant summil commilments
such as spending 28 per cent
of the national budgel on so-
cial sectors. he pointed oud

The WSS conuniunents —
which are not binding. legally
enforceable commitments —
calls for spending 20 per cent
of the budget on the social
sector

Eﬂﬁ#% Col 4

Karachi businessmen condemn
violence, threaten tax strike

KARACHI. Mar 16: Karachi
businessmen have decided (o
ltnp pay taxes and utility tiils

in protest of the government's
failure to control and explosion
of violence in the city reports
AFP

The business community
held & specia] convention at
which the tax strike, from
April 1, was decided along
with a halt in advertising on
television and radio. The busi-
nessmen expressed their an-
guish at the “brutal killings "

The head of the Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FPCCI).
Sheikh Mohammed Muneer,
said Hf the government did
nothing within a month Lhe
business community would ob-
serve & total strilee.

The FPCCl organised

| Wednesday s meeting which

demanded a new army de-

ployment and a night curfew in
the city

The convention urged the
government to remove the
Chief Minister and Governor of
southern Sindh province for
their fajlure to discharge their
constitugional responsibilities
and obligations. reports of the
meeting said.

More than |1 000 people
have been killed in the Sindh
province capital over the past
|4 months. The killing last
werk of two US consulate offi-
cials has comcentrated inter-
national attention on the crisis

FPCC] Chief Sheikh Mo-
hammed Muneer said the
businessmen would stage a na-
vonwide strike on March 25
Business leaders will alsc boy-
cott the privatisation of public
secior uniis as a protest, he

Mllllt‘l“l sl the huthorities
had tailed 1o endd the killing
al apnocent people armed
robberies. car thefls and extor
lian in the «(ountry's largest
ity

He sad 1l the governimenn
lailed 1o conirul the situation
within ovne month, the busi-
ness commnunily would go on
an indefiunte sinke,

AP adds. 'he United States
has ordered all school-age
children ol US eflicials out of
vivience-plagued Karachi
where 10 Arnerican diplomatic
perscinel were  Killed

The US S1ate Departmemt
which made 'he announce
ment Wednesday in Washing
ton also said 1 was ‘autho
rising the departure ot other
tamily members should they
wish Lo leave '’

‘Anniversary of
Bangabandhu’s
birth today
By Staff Correspondent

The 75th birth anniversary
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-

jibur Rahman is being cele-
brated throughout the country
loday.

Mujib, leader of the coun-
try's Liberation War, was born

at Tungipara in Gopalganf dis-
lrict in 1920,

Editorial on page 4
The Bangabandhu’'s birth
dav celebration committee and
dilferent front organisations of
the Awami League have drawn
up elaborate programmes to
observe the day.
in a message on the occa-
sion, Awami League (AL) chief
Sheikh Hasina said the Ban-
galee nation and Bangabandhu
are inseparable. She is also the
chief patron of the birthday
celebration cominittee.
“"On the 75th birth anniver-
sary ol Bangabandhu, lel us
See Page B Col 3

Hasina visits
grave at

Tungipara
From Staff Correspondent

TUNGIPARA, Mar 16: Awa-
nii League chief Sheikh Hasina
offered fateha at the mazar of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman here this evening at
the start of a two-day celebra-
tion of her father's birthday.

She arrived here to launch
the celebration of 75th birth
anniversary of Bangabandhu,
organised by the Bangabandhu
Birthday Celebration Commit-
tee.

Thousands of people from
all walks of life have begun to
arrive at Tungipara to take part
in the celebration.

Top Awami League leaders,
inteliectuals and noted artistes
have also joined.

Earlier. on way to Tungi-
para, Hasina spoke at a number
of road side gatherings where
cheering crowd welcomed the
tlaughter of the late leader.

She also visited some of the
arches installed on the occa.
sion ol the birth anniversary.

College teachers'
strike continues

Govern. o e Teach-
ers continucu eir two hour
token stri' - for the 6th day
yesterday to press home their
12-point demand including
promotion and recruitment of
teachers. reports UNB.

The associations of profes-
sors and lecturers of govern-
ment colleges in a press re-
lease threatened continuous
sirike from April 8 and boycotl
of all examinations in May,
June and July unless their de-
mands were met.

The two organisations
sought the intervention of the
Prime Minister to address Lhe
problems of the teachers
Colmununity .

Among their demands are
creation of new posts for
teachers, recruitment of new
lecturers by abolishing 10 per
cent guota and higher scale for
teachers in keeping with other
cadres.

Rice price goes
up turther

By Staff Correspondent

The price ol rice is continu-
ing to rise alarmingly in the
city and traders tear its impaci
on other essentials soon.

Chicken mutlon and pow
der milk are also being sold at
exorbilant prices

I'he coarse IRRI rice. which
was selling at Tk 14 per kilo at
the whole sale market only tweo
weeks ago. now sells at Tk 186,
Retallers al the Kawran Bazar
and the New Markel are
selling it at Tk 16.50 or 17 per
kilo.

Finer rices. Lata. Paijam or
Najirshahi now sell at Tk 17 to
|8 per kg and Kataribhogh at
Tk 22, Priwes of all these vari-
eties rose by Tk one Lo two per
kg in the last two weeks.

The prices ol coarse rice

See Page 8 Col 2
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Plea for independent

reinsurance co

.Ey Staff Corres pundent

The private sector insur- .

ance companies yesterday de-
manded the formation of an
independent national reinsur-
dance company, to replace the
monopoly business of the
state-owned insurance com-
pany. which is also a direct
u;-rnp-:_‘lilm : .

"The ideal situation in a
market economy where many
companies operate is that a
separate professional reinsur-
ance organisation, which is not
¢4 competitor for the direct
business. act as a national rein-
suranice body to cater to the

- reinsurance needs only of the
said M

insurance muarket.”
Moveedul Islani. Chairman of
the Bangladesh Insurance As-
soci:alion (BIA), the lone trade

body representing all the 20
private sector insurance com-
panies.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at a city hotel yesterday,
the BIA chairman also sought
reduction in the corporate tax
rate of insurance companies,
removal of other tax anomalies,
keeping the project insurance
business exclusively for the lo-
cal companies and opening up
the public sector insurance
business for Lthe private sector.
He also spoke out strongly
against allowing any foreign in-
surarnce company to open only
a branch office in the country.

Presently, he pointed out,
the privale sector general in
SUrance compilnies are corn-

See Page 8 Col 1

Gen Manzur murder

Ex-Police official
interrogated

Star Report

CiD officials yestlerday re-
porledly interrogated the
formier Circle Inspector of
Hathazari, Mostofa Golam Qud-
dus. who arrested Maj Gen

Abul Manzur when he tried to

Tee atter an abortive coup in
1481

The investigators gues-
Lioned him for several hours at
the Criminal Investigation De-
parunent (CID}) olfice in Mal-
ibagh in the evening. police
SO0 s =i,

The =omirces sqaid tha ClD
vl el = =eniehit the statementt
recatbinge thee arrest and hand-
e over o Armay custody of
Maj Gen M A Manzur along
with Iis Lunily members.

MG Quddus.who quit ser-
vice ardl is now a leading gar-
menis manulfacturer and ex-
porter. had leld an enquiry
commission in June 1981 that
Captain Emdad had received
custody ol Lhe General. his
family members. Major Rezaul
Karim armd Lt Col Delwar Hos-
sain and their family members
in the presence ol senior po-
lice ofticials after signing due
receipt. The personal belong-
ings of those arrested from a
Falikchhari tea garden were
also handed over.

Capt Emdad alg_nr:d his

February 28 by

name as Capt Md Emdadul
Hous=ain in 1he receipt he gave
1o the police olficials at Hat-
hazari thana on June 1. 1981,
However. in the FIR filed lasl
Manzur's
brother. Emdad's full name has
been given as Kazi Emdadul
Huq.

It is learnt on enquiry that
Emdad. who retired from the
Army in 1987 and joined the

Foreif ministiry. later
haneed his name to Kazi Em-
ki 1o

Meauwhile. a UNB repori
adds that a special CID team

interrogated a senior army of-
ticer ut tlhie Bogra Cantonment
yeslerday in connection with
Gen Manzur's alleged murder.

The identity OPthe
could not be known immedi-
ately as the CID team remained
tight-lipped. the agency said.

Our Court Correspondent
adds: The cvourt ol the CMM.
Dhaka ordered the authorities
concerned to provide Maj
Emdad first class status in Lhe
Dhaka Central Jail.

Our Stall Correspondent
from Cliutiagong says investiga-
tors have Deen Facing dillicul-
lies 111 collecting dovumentary

See Page 12 Col 7

Labour leaders call 48-hr
workers' strike Apr 4-5

By Staff Correspondent

Labour leadders vesterday
calledd a 48-hour workers’
strike across the country on
April 4-5 Lo press lheir de-
mands including balanced
wages in Lhe public and private
enterprises.

The identical programmnies
were announced by the Sramik
Karmachari Oikya Parishad
(SKOP). a lederation of 18
lrade unions, and the alliance
ol five other labour bodies, at
separale press conferences in
Lhe ity

The SKOP and the labour
Alliance are simultaneously agi-
tating Irom separate platforms
for an eight-point demand that
also includes fixation of mini-
mum workers' wage at Taka
1600, o halt to the govern-
mert's privatisation move, re-
vpening of the c¢losed mills

and tactories, withdrawal of
cases f[led and release of
workers detained under the

Ant-Terrorism Act.

Announcing the fresh agita-
tion prograinme, the labour

Cong sweeps polls
it Arunachal

NEW DELHI, Mar 16: In a
minor consolation, the ruling
Congress Party swept the
elections In a tiny northeast-
ern state today after losing two
key states in western India
this week, reports AP.

The Congress won 40 of the
60 seats in the state legislature
of Arunachal Pradesh, while
the Janata Dal and the Janata
Party together won only five
seats. Eleven seats were won
by independents. The results
of four more seats are yet to be
announced.

In three rounds of state
elections in the last 18 mon
ths, incumbent governments
regardiess of the party, have
been thrown out in 8 of the 13
siates.

The Congress defeat in ma-
jor states could affect the

party's chances in the general
electioris next year.

leaders hoped the authorities
woulld resolve the workers
problems through dialogue be-
fore the strike started. Other-
wise, they warned., the gov-
ernment, owners and others
concerned would be responsi-
ble [or any undesirable situa-
tion.

The (rade union leaders.
addressing Lhe news conler-
ences. sought cooperation of
the political parties. student
arganisations, professional
groups and the people in gen-
eral (o make their agitation
programine a success.

Roy Romesh Chandra an-
nounced the SKOP programme
at its Topkhana Road oflice

See Page 8 Col 7

. fifty-first blrlh anniversary of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Mau-
lana Abdul Hamid Khan Bha-
shani emphatically noted, whi-
le addressing a public meeting
in Chittagong. that the ques-
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lx;uking Back at
March towards
Independence

On this day in 1971, the

tion ol any lorm of comp-
romise hetween Mujib and

Yahva was simply irrelevant,
given the situation that had

already changed much. Sheikh
Mujib held o discussion with
General Yahya. but the
discussion did not come to any
conclusive end. as Yahya de-
manded more time for scruti-
nizing the issues in question.
While greeted with birthday-
wishes by a host of journalists,
Mujib responded by saying that
never «id he celebrate his
birth-dav as he was lully aware
of the plight of the struggling
people in Bangladesh.

More on page 4
Bangladeshis i
UK asked to
attract toreign

Investors

LONDON. Mar 16 Prime
Miniswer Hedgum Khaleda Zia
bas called upon the Bangla-
deshus living abroad o work as
countrv's nnbassador for
[urther brichteniug the image

-?Llhﬂ' COULLLIY atul altracting

offiver |

orelgn investment to help
create mwore jobs, reports BSS.
The Prime Minister was
addressing a reception ac-
corderd (o her by the
Bangladeshis living in the
United Kingdom at hotel
Hilton here last night organ-
ised by the BNP UK unit.
Begum Zia also called upon
the Bangladeshis living abroad

lo invest their money in the
homeland and help attract
foreign investors (o invest

their capital into Bangladesh to
See Page 8 Col 8

Opinion poll
42 pc for efforts to
bring Opposition
back to JS

By Staft Correspondent

Forty-two per cent ot the
respondents in a sample sur-
vev expressed the view that at-
tempts should he made to
bring the opposition MPs back
to Parliament to resolve the
present political crisis.

The nalivnwide opinion
survey conducted by the
Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad
(BUF) also revealed that estah-
lishing more industries and
creating employient opportu
nities are the ways of achieving
economic progress of the
country

Chairman ol the BUP and

See Page B Col 4
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