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Never cut a

banyan tree

From Our Correspondent

MOULV] ‘BAZAR, Mar 15:
Two day-labourers, cutting a
tree. met with tragic end of
Ltheir lives when a branch of
the tree, they were cutting,
fell on them.

The incident took place re-
cently in the home of one Sira-
jul Islam Master of the village
Taharlamua under Rajnagar
police station.

On the day of incident,|
some day-labourers were en-
gaged by the house-master for
cutting an old banyan tree and
they did this accordi . All of
a sudden a big branch of the
tree fell on the labourers. The
victims were rushed to the
hospital in a critical condition
but they succumbed to their

injuries.

The victims were identified
as, Junab Ali Mullah, 70. and
Junab All, 35. They were from
Chandpur district.

BKB to give
Tk 53 cr as
agri loan

BARISAL, Mar 15: Banglad-
esh Krishi Bank (BKB). Barisal
region, has so lar disbursed Tk
53.36 crore as agriculture loan
in eleven southern districts
under the region till January
31 Cﬂmparfd to Tk 35.34
crore in same period during
- the last fiscal year, reports
BSS.

According tp an official
source, BKB ised Tk 35.97
crore outstanding loan of this
region through 191 branches
of this bank during this period.

The districts covered b
this programme are: Barisal,
Jhalakathi, " Pirojpur, Bhola,
Patuakhall, Barguna, Faridpur,
Madaripur, Rajbari, Gopn]ganj

This loan has hun given for
boro, aman, aus, potato, wheat,
and vegetable cultivation, pis-
ciculture, beaf fattening, poul-
try and cattle rearing, pur-
chase of agriculture equipment
and oxen. .

- "Purchase of milch cows, as

Where do
one taka

coins go!!
From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Mar 15 It is
reported that the newly intro-
duced One Taka Coins are be-
ing sold between Tk 1.25 -and
Tk 1.30 at Benapole in Jes-
sore, Khalispur in Jhenidah,
Darshana in Chuadanga dis-
tricts and many other border
regions since the introducing
of the coins.

According to sources, one
taka coins are being smuggled
into India. In India some imita-
tion ornament manufacturers
have been using the coins as
raw materials and selling or-
naments like chain, neckless
or similar ornament. These
ornaments are smuggled back

to Bangladesh and marketed
"through  hawkers g
coaches and in almost all cos-

in buses,

metics or stationery shops.

Some bank managers in
these areas admitted the fact
that there is actually only few
one taka coins, though gov-
ernment has already released
crores of coins in market.

It may be noted here that,
there is acute crisis of one taka

notes and coins in all markets

of Jhenidah district causing
much inconwveniences to the

people.
Arrest of student

leader in Rangpur -

strongly protested

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Mar 15: An
cuiergency meeting of Rang-
pur Press Club, was held on
Monday at the Press Club audi-
torium with Abdus Salam pres-
ident of the club in the chair.

The meeting strongly con-
demned the arrest pf the stu-
dent leader A H Lablu from the
Press Club premises on March
12 when he along with some
other members of the All Party
Students Unity of Carmichael
College was atlending a press
conference.

The meting demanded his
immediate release and removal
of Police Super and K.thali
thama officer-in-charge.

well as assistance to small They [urther decided 1o
trades, cottage industry and | boycoft all funciions and news
self-employment. was also un- of the¢ -police administration
der the project. the source vl these demands were [ul-
said. Fiddaot
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JESSORE, Mar 15: Be-
napole land port is facing host
of problems harassing im-
porters and causing financial
losses,

Lack of accommodation in
warehouse, limited manpower
and poor office management of
port authority have possibly led
to this situation.

According to information,
many valuable'goods, imported
against. hard-earned foreign

exchange, are lying dumped .

and scattered under open sky
in the port warehouse for quite
a long time. The goods are
rusting and some have already
experienced damages left in
open sky. Space shortage in
warehouse., has been cause of
this scene.

On many occasions, large
number of loaded Indian
trucks with imported cargo

reportedly remain stranded on

the road in front of the ware-
liouse, for more than, some-
times weeks, facing unneces-
sary delay in offloading the
goods due to allegedly shortage
of labourers and crane belong-
ing to authority.

In such cases demurrage
charges are realised from
consignees for no fault of their
own by port authority, it was
alleged.

It is. learnt, despite sharp
rise. in imports rom this route
tion between. Cusioms De-
partment and the Purt author-

" meiric tons.

At Benapole land check post

|
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[port) in recent Years, no steps
have been taken yet either to
increase capacity of existing
warehouse or constructing
new ones in a bid to meet the
crisis.

Repm'ts say that there are
eighteepn sheds in the Ware-
house with total capacity to

.hold sixteen thousand six hun-
dred metric tons of goods.

Volume of imports have re-
markably gone up through Be-
napole since fiscal 1989-90.
According to statistical re-
port, in 1989-90, total imports
rose to two lakh twenty-three
thousand four hundred eleven
In 1990-'91, it
was two lakh fifty-one thou-
sand five hundred ninety met-
ric tons. ,

In 1991-'92 import. figure

+exceeded two lakh sixty thou-

‘sahd six hundred eleven met-
ric tons. In 1992-'93, - import
amounted to three lakh twent_v
thnusand nine hundred six

metric tons while in 1993-'94, -

it was three lakh ninety-nine
thousand five hundred fifty
eight metric tons. During first
six months of current fiscal,
import was two lakh sixteen
thousand three hundred sev-
enty-seven meitric tons. It is
expecied . 1o exceed [ive lakh

metric tons before yea.r ‘ends,

reports say.
When asked Ehﬂul the mla

~ president of Bena

(Deputy Traffic

A

ity. Collector, Cuﬂtnms Excise
and VAT, Jessore, M A Kashem
informed this correspondent
that the port authority is inde-
pendent organisation and Cus-
toms Department is separate
which has no administrative
link with each other.

During entry of any con-
signment into this country for
placement in warehouse of
port manifesto is shown to
customs el in-charge
of this duty at border check--
post. A bill of entry is submit-
tetl to customs office for deliv-
ery order of goods from the
port. The system is easily pro-
cessed and completed.

When contacted, the acting
pole Land
Customs Clearing and Forward-
ing Agents' Association Sham-
sur Rahman said that the size
of the Port is root of all prob-
lems. It is too small, he said,
adding there is port of DTM
Manager)
which remains vacant most of
the time. The ATM (Assistant
Traffic Manager] runs the of-
fice as incharge. This office is
no better than a post office, he
added. ;

In support of his remark
he added that as an adminis-
trative officer he has little

power. He can't make deci- -

sions even on a petty matter
not- to speak of complaint on
loss., damage, theft or mis-
placement of goods within

IRRI-boro cultlvatlon target in greater |
Sy]het may not be achieved

From Staﬂ” Cnrrespﬁndent

SYLHET. Mar 15: The IRRI-
béro cultivation throughout the
greater. Svlhet region will be
hampered sericusly during the
current farming season due to
various reasons, it is appre-
hended. )

Serious crisis and
rise in the prices of chemical
fertilizer, non-availability of
seeds of high yielding wvari-
etles., widespread anomalies in
disbursement of agricultural
loan among the farmers are
some of the main causes be-
hind the forecast. Defective

I system of supplying the irriga-

tion equipment -has also at-
tributed 1o the situation, it js
alleged by theg farmers. Eco-
nemic hardship of the podr
and marginal larmers is an-
pther reason.

According (o the official
sources, an intensive pro-
gramme has been taken up to
bring 3 takh 14 thousand 742
hectares of land under boro
paddy in all the four districts
of the region during the sea-

© The total

toal area includes,
=9 thousand 435

son. The
one lakh

hectares under different high °

yielding varieties and the rest
one lakh 25 thousand 207
hectares under different local
varieties. the source informed.
Larget of paddy pro-
duction. has beéen fixed at 5
lakh 94 thousand 403 metric
lonnes.

The sources f[urther in-

formed that. in the Sylhet. one

lakh 2] thousand 443 metric
ionnes of paddy would be
vielded on 23.422 hectares of
Ivich yielding varieties and
30.995 hectares of local vari-
eties. In Moulvibazar district,
95.045 metric tonnes of paddy
would be vielded on 25,349
hectares ol high vielding vari-
eties and 9019 hectares of lo-
cal varieties. In Habiganj dis-
trict, 2 lakh 28 thousand 49
metric tonnes of paddy would
he yvielded on 67.153 hectares
of high vielding varieties and
B8.773 hectares ol local vari-
eties. In the district of Sunam—

ganj. 3 lﬂkh 49 thousand B65
metric tonnes ol paddy woiild
“bhe vielded on 73.511 hectares

of high vielding varieties and
76.420 heclares of local vari-
eties. the soyrce added.
Abnormal rise in the prices
of echemical fertilizer has
thrown the farmers in great
miseries. The sjtuation went
worst during the last few
months throughout the region.
The supply of high yielding
varieties of seeds are algp quite
seanty. These are not avallable
in the thana-level godowns,
they are being sold in the open

"markets at exorbitant prices. It

is learnt that. the very poor

" stock of seeds of the farmers,

even of the middle class ones
had been exhausted during the
last few months. ‘
Utilisation of the irrigation
equipment by the farmers had
fallen since Lhe government
withdrew the svstem of rent-
ing these to the farmers few
years back. Now. only a hand-
I'ul of farmers can aflford the. ir-

Allegation of unnecessary delays

in oﬂ‘loadmg im rted g00d§

warehouse, All sorts of dis-

puted issues are referred to
the Mongla Pbrt Authority
(MPA) for decision. Normally
this takes more than months
for execution. Benapole Port is
under MPA and run by system
of remote control from there. .
Mongla Port Authority is over
50 miles away from Benapole.

~Under the present system
of management sufferings of
importers and C&F agents are
on increase who are equally
incurring financial losses. He
aecused MPA for centralising
all powers in their hand. He
said, discontent among im-
porters and C&F agents against

- MPA for their continued policy
of disservice was growing. He

salid that upgrading of Be-
napole into full-fledged land
port was the only way to end
all the problems and ensure its
steady growth and expansion.
It will not be oul of place to
mention here that from rev-

enue earnings point. Beriapole
is next to Chittagong Port.

Port and Shipping Minister
M K Ariwar, accompanied by
Post and Telecommunications
Minister Tariqul Islam visited
Benapole Port recently to see
things for ‘themselves. The

minister assured of all help
and cooperation to consider

demand for rai Benapole to
full-fledged landport on prmr~
ity basis.

rigittion ' syvstem. The poor and
mardginal Larmers have 1o buy
waler from these people at
high rates during the peak
season of irrigation. Rise in the
prices ol f[uel would also
worsen the situation. it is
learnt. Besides. the use of irri-
ir:.iﬂns -equipment in the
aler Sylhet region, is com-
paratively lower than the other
regions ol the country. said
some official sources.
Disbursement of agricultural
loans to the farmers is also'un-
satisfactory. it is -alleged.
Though there is sufficient
sanhction of the loans by differ-
ent nationalised commercial
banks including Bangladesh
Krishi Bank, a section of offi-
cials and employees of bank
branches in the remote areas
are found less interested in
disbursing the loans to the
farmers, it is alleged. But a
section ol brokers and influen-
tial people are getting the
loans from the banks easily, it

© is feporied.

Effect of Farakka [ Barrage

Colossal losses: Who shall
pay the prices?

RAJSHAHI. Mar 18 -
unilateral withdrawal of Gilnﬂ!!
waler by India at Farakka has
"badly affected’ twenty-one

districts of north and south

cast of the country

‘resources in the region.

‘during the last few vears due
to sethack in irrigation net-
work and drying up ol waler

Official sources said that
over forty million trees had al-

the people as a result are being
deprived of the supply of pure
drinking water from shallow
tubewells. Meanwhile, ground
water level has already gone

. down by about 50 feet in dif-

Diarrhoea .claims l

one in Moulvibazar

From Our Correspondent

MOULVI BAZAR. Mar 15;
Diarrhoeal disease has claimed
life of one person at village Ta-
harlamua under Rajnagar po-
lice station of the district. The
epidemic has reportedly af-
fected at least 50 people in
this village.

THe victim was identified
as, Rasel Ahmed Chowdhury,
14, son of Abdul Muhit Chow-

-

 (novel),

The Daily St 9

Legendary Bengali Muslim writer

Recalling M Musarraf Hussain

From Our Correspondent

HUSHTI& Mar - 15:; Thc
memory of a celebrated per-
sonality can go into oblivion if
the deeds and works of his
lifetime is not preserved. This
has become true in case of le-
gendary
ateur of 19th century, Mir
Musarraf Hossain who made

‘ history, in Bengali literature

writing 'Bishad Sindu'. To utter
dismay, the monument of this
great man is lying uncared at

the village Lahinipara near

Kushtia town.

. Mir Musarraf Hossain
stepped into Bengali literature
when the Bengali Muslims
were seized by religious super-
stitions taboos and social
backwardness. He took it as a
challenge and went on writing
books on differenl a of

‘Muslim culture and tradition
in order to earn honour for his .

community during the British

- rule. He wrote as many as 37

books of which Ratnabali

(drama), 1873. Zamindar Dar-
pan-(drama) 1869, Gari Bridge
(poetry) 1873, Er Upai Kee
1876, BisHad Sindu (historical
novel)] 1885-91, Sangeet
Lahori 1887, Prem Parijat, Bibi
Kulsum, 1910 and Gazi Miar
Bostani are worth mentioning.

Besides, he excelled in writing °

similar books on socio-cultural
aspects and revival of the do-
wri-trodden Bengali Muslims,

| Born in an aristocratic Mus-
lim family of village Lahini Para

in Kushtia on November 13,

1847, his father Mir Moazzem

" Hossain and mother Daulatun-

nesa did mugh for him which
helped him to be a intelligent
writer. According to family his-
tory. - his forefather,
Sadullah served in the Mughal
Army who was married later to
A Brahmin girl and settled at
village Padamdi in Faridpur

district. F
Musarral’s father was the

landlord in their native village.
Musarral began his early edu-

fralluu at his village

Bengali Muslhn litter- .

‘1873, Basanta Kumari ~

Syed

school
then schooled in Kumarkhali
MN High School. Kushtia High
and Padamdi Schools. Later he
had college education in Cal-
cutta. Before this, he studied at
Krisna Nagar College School.

Musarraf Hossain is still re-
membered for his book ‘Bishad

. Sindhu', which is treated as a

master-piece to the Muslims.
During early years of his life,
he used to write in Gram Barta
Prakashika of Kangal Harinath
Mozumdar and Sangbad
Provakar of,Poet Iswar Gupta.
This helped him to be intimate
with them and exchange ideas.
He also published a monthly
magazine in memory of his
first wife. Later he published a
weekly news paper 'Hitakari'.
Although time will remem-

- ber, him, his monument may go

into obscurity if timely renova-
tton of his monument (final
resting place] is not made by
the coneerned authority. That
will possibly be paying due
honour to the torch bearer of
Muslim Renaissance during
the British rule. /| * |

o rE—C————

Vlllagers protest
reck less driving

- From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 15: Villagers
and students of 15 schools .
brought and a procession at
the Thana headquarters of
Jaintapur, demanding ' sterm
. action against those responsi-
ble for road accidents. About
two thousand processionist
later held a meeting at the bus
stand with ex-UP Chairman
Anwar Al in the chair. The
speakers said, at least 25 acci-
dents look place on Sylhet
Tamabil road during the last
18 months. They demanded,
punitive measures against the
deiaulters

BRDB to nnplement

Tk 120 crore poverty
alleviation project

RAJSHAHI, Mar 15: Bangla-
desh Rural _ t Board
(BRDB) has launched a massive

poverty alleviation and soetial

development programme in 82
thanas of greater Rajshahi,
Pabna, Kushtia and Jessore
districts, reports BSS.

Under its rural tive
programme BRDB has so far
disbursed loans over Tk-six
crore 80 lakh among 34,455
family members during the last
two years.

According to ar official

source the loan was provided
landless and
through -

among the
marginal farmers
6.487 cooperative societies to
help run their self employ-
ment projects like small busi-
ness, cattle and poultry and:
handicrafts.

- The Bangladesh Govern-
ment with the financial assis-
tance of Asian Development
Bank (ADB) have launched the

programme in 1993 and the
project will be completed in
1998.

The total cost of the pro-
gramme will be Tk 148.75
crore. Of the total amount
Asian Development Bank will
provide Tk 120 crore.

The BRDB has so far re-
ceived r Tk 18.07 crore for
impleméntation of the pro-
gramme during the last two
years.

The BRDB has also recov-
ered loans amounting to over
Tk 4.38 crore during the pe-
riod, the source said addjng

" that the loap recovery was

hundred per cgent.

ereby invited.
1. Tender Notice
No

2. Name of work

Tender Notice

Sealed tenders in Bangladesh Form No. 2911 are
. 08-EE/RRD/1994-95.

: Construction of flexible pave-
ments, repair of pavement with
carpeting and seal coat work at
different roads in different
locations under RHD, Road
Division, Rangpur during the

v year 1994-95. In 6 (six) Groups. -

:’"
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