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Nobel laureate Fowler dies: wi

Fowler  who shared the 1983 Nobel Prize in physics for
reseiarcli on the creation of chemical elements inside stars,
died on Tuesday. He was B3, AP reports from Pasadena.

Calitoria

Fowler died of kidney fatlure at Huntington Memorial
Hospital, satd Jay Aller, a spokesman for the California
Institute of Technology, where Fowler was a professor
emeritus of physics. Fowler shared the 1983 Nobel Prize
with Subramanyan Chandrasekhar for theories explaining the
chemical and physical process between stars and the
universe

7 buried alive in Ghana: seen Ghanaian

men were killed when a tunnel they dug in search of gold
caved In and buried them alive, the Ghana news agency
reporied on Tuesday, Reuter says from Accra.

“I was holding a torch while the others were di when
all of a sudden. the tunnel caved in and buried them.” said
Nsoh Adongo. the only survivor of last Sunday’s accident in
the village ol Tongo in Ghana's northern upper east region.

33 beheaded in S Arabia this yr:

Three people were beheaded in Jeddah on Tuesday for
murder and the use of alcohol and drugs. raising the number
of executions in the Saudi Kingdom to 33 so far this year,
AFP reports from Jeddah.

The Interior Ministry sald a Saudi and an Afghan were
execuied for murdering two Yemenis in the Red Sea City of
Jeddah. And a third . whose nationality was not given,
was heheaded after being found guilty on alcoholsand drugs

charges. Alcohol is strictly forbidden in Saudi Arabia. under
Musliin law

L L] & L [ .
15 die in Ethmern train mishap:
At least 15 people were killed and 90 injured when a train
derailed east of the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa as it
crossed a bridge damaged by heavy rains, the ENA news
agency reported on Tuesday, AFP says from Addis Ababa .
Rescue workers were still searching for survivors from the
accident. which occurred late Hmﬂap;:){‘mr the town of Arba,

270 kms Irom Addis Ababa, a spokesman for the Ethio
Dyjibouti Rallway Co told ENA.

- - - -
French minister in Bosnia: rrenc:
Defence Minister Francois Leotard flew into the Bosnian
capital on Tuesday. where nine French peacekeepers died in
a road accident. AFP reports from Sarajevo.

' Leotard made no statement on arrival but went directly o
see the corpses, laid out at the airport. The men died when
their truck plunged down a ravine while travelling on nearby
Mt Igman. Four others who were injured were to be flown
home lor treatmefit.

. - 4
Strike paralyses Swaziland : mone
of people and vehicles jammed city streets on Tuesday in
Lthe second day ol a strike described as the most disruptive in
vears, AP reparts from Mdabane, Swaziland.

The Cabinet held an emergency meeting to discuss what
action to take. but no decision had been reached by Tuesday
night. Members uf the Swarziland Federation of Trade Unions
vowed 10 continue the strike unless their demands for
workers  rights were met. The protests lollow
tlemonsirations by pro-democracy advdeates,

N Korean held in Nepal: v s

authorities are questioning a staffer of the North  Korean
embassy for allegedly 1rving 1o smuggle v loreign eurrency,
an official said Tuesdav. AP reports from Kathmandu.
Customs oflicers at Kaunandu's ajrport stopped Li Song-Ho
as he was aboul 10 board a Bangkok-bound Thai Airways
Jetliner on Friday along with Ambassador Rim Hoe-Song and
his wife. the official sai! on condition of anonvmity.
ed:

e L
Ahmad Khomeini’s health unc
A doctor treating Ahmad Khomeni. the son of Iran's late
leader Ayalollah Ruhollah Khomeini, said the cleric's health
has been deteriorating since late on Tuesday. the Iran News
Agency |IRNA said yesterday. 3
Khomeini's “health condition.... has been deteriorating
since late Tuesday night,” it quoted Dr Hassan Arefl as saying.
He told the agency that medication had failed to improve a
sudden drop in blood pressure and he had irregular
heartheat.

Pak tn:ops leave for Haiti: A i

batch of 180 Pakistani soldiers left for Haiti-on Wednesday to
“take part in the United Nations peace keeping efforts in the
troubled island state, officials said, AFP reports from Karachi.

The UN had asked Pakistan to contribute an infantry
battalion of 850 men of all ranks and four stafl officers for the
UN Mission in Haiti (UNMIH) which began after the military
regiinie fell from power there last year.

Bomb attack on Turkish

Assailants threw lirebombs at a Turkish mosque in Hamburg
and at Turkish offices in three other German cities in the
second straight night of such attacks, police said Wednesday,
AP reports from Berlin. :

Previous outbreaks of anti-Turkish violence have been
blamed on Kurds protesting Turkish military actions against
Kurds in southeastern Turkey, but there was no immediate
prool of responsibility fgr the latest attacks. Minor damage
was reported from fir ibings late Tuesday and early

Wednesday in Hamburg. Frankfurt, Cologne and Ludwigshafen
There were no injuries.

Dini to call confidence vote: i

Prine Minister Lamberto Dini has decided to call a
confidence  vote in parliament in an effort to push through
his controversial emergency budget. ltalian radio said on
Wednesday. Reuter reports from Rome.

The decision was announced to reporters by Flnance
Minister Augusio Fantozzi after an emergency cabinet
meeting Dini called 10 discuss how o overcome obstacles to
passage of the 20 trilhon lire (12 billion dollars) package,
which he billed as vital 1o restoring financial market
confidence in haly
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Floods claim 2 in S Russia: .
people have died in flooding in the coastal areas along the
Caspian Sea in southern Russia. the Interfax news agency
said Wed ¥. Hundreds of houses have been destroyed and
mwore than 2, people were forced to leave their homes, AP
reports from Moscow. .

. Strong winds pushed water from the Caspian Sea into the
low-lying regions of Kalmykia and Dagestan on the sea’s
northwesiern coast. flooding thousands of square kilometres

of land. the Russian Ministry for Emergencies told Ingerfax.

Ship with French
N-waste heading
for Cape Horn

TOKYO. Mar 15: A cargo

ship carrying reprocessed nu-
clear waste from France to
Japan appeared (o be heading
for Cape Horn despite protests
from Brazil, Argentina and
Chile. the environmental group

Greenpeace said today. reports

AP¥ oy, looks like it is going in
the direction of Cape Horn.” a
spokeswoman said. that
the group will issue

mﬁ be confirmed. :
Greenpeace hoat Solo
which has been following the
nuclear waste Pacific
Pintail since it left the French
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New Bomb

BOMBAY. Mar 15.. The new
boss of Bouwrbay is a rabble-
rousing Hindu chauvinist who
prefers Hiclatorship 10 democ-
racy and is blamed for inflam-
ing anti-Muslim riots. reports
AP

Bal Thackeray Is the chief of
Shiv Sena. the party that led a
Hindu nadenalist cealition to
victory in the legislative elec-
tion for Maharashtra,  a west-
ern state governed by the
Congress Party the last 44
Vears.

Maharashtra was on¢ of two
key imdustirial states where
Hind} nationalists took power
on Tuesday. signalling trouble
for Prime Minister PV
Narasimha s government in na-
tional elections next ye:

nks

(R) for Forrest Gump stand with each others wives Rita Wilson (2nd L) and Kelley Preston

(2nd R gather at the Academy Awards Luncheon

67th Academy Awards will be held on March 27.

on Tuesday at the Beverly Hills Hilton. The

—AFP/UNB photo

"ECO summit for political

solution to Kashmir crisis

SLAMADBAD. Moo 15 Cen-
tral Asian leaders atiending
the 10-nativn Economic Coop-
eration (hgaitirsation (ECO)
suunmiit here on Tuesday called

lor a political settlement to the.

dispute over Kashimir, reports
AFP. %

Pakistani VProome Minister
Beénazir Bhutto said India was
responstble lor draconian’
measures against the "struggle
tor treedomn’ o Kashmir, in
which more than 10.000 peo-
ple have dicd in the past five
NS

HBenazir., describing the
Kashmiri militiint movement
Aas an uprising ‘ftor the basic
i universal right of sell de-
lermination, called lor a UN-
sponsored plebiscite in the
northern lndian state to enable
its people to choose between
o with India or Pakistan.

Aripipan Presidentl All Akbar
Hashtmi Radsgojani and Afghan
Precsident Barlvuneddin Rab
b also volced simpport at the
ECO suptat tor o geditical set

- 'repression” in

therient i Koshiir
Irian hius closeiv toliowed
the srave situation in Kashonr

aniel is deeply concernied over
the plight” of the Koashmiri
people. Rafsanjani said.

Demnanding-7n end 1o ihe
violetice, he called tor the res
olution’? of the problem “in con
sunance with the aspirations
and will of the oppressed
Kashmiri people.

Rabbani said India must be
persuaded to end its
Rashmir and
that UN resolutions calling for
4 plebiscite in the territory
should be respected.

The two-day ECO confer
ence — aimed al promoling
ecuinomic cooperation in the
region — is being attended by
Alghanistan, Azerbaijan.
Turkey. Iran. Kazakhstan. Kvr-
gyzstan, Pakistan. Tajikisian.
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistar

Meanwhile: Iran on Tuesday
¢Alled for o comprehensive po
htical settlement in Afghanis
Lt the setting up of 4

S =

stuble government accepiable
te all segments of society.
Speaking at the ECO sun-
AL, iranian President Rafsan-
iani terimed "as wnlortunate”
the Alghan factions' failure to
sink their differences and set
up “a siable and independent
government . '

iram has supported Lhe
peaple of Afghanistan by host-
ing a nillion refugees, he said.
~ Prime Minister Benazir:said
the "continuing fratricide is an

ongoing cause of concern to all

She said Pakistan would
wurk with the

Ol 11,
~conlinue 1o

United Nations and the 51-na--

tion Organisation of Islamic
Conterence (OIC) te achieve a
peaceiul reconciliation in
Alghariistan.

President Sulevyman
Demirel of Turkey voic ed Con
aver Citne situatien i
Afghanistan appealed to all
partes fo “retrain rom use of
force” and to solve their differ-
ences through negotiations
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Acudemy wurds nominees for best actors John Travolta (L) for "Pulp Fiction" and Tom Ha

| cent support fer a change
republic and 38 per cent

tomorrow

SINGAPORE. Mar 15:_51::-!

gabore President Ong Teng
Cheong has told . Philippines
President Fidel Ramos there is
lo basis for a stay of execution
lor a Filipino maid convicted of |

murder. the government said }

today. reports Reuter,

Flor Contemplacion., 42
was sentenced to death in
January 1993 for strangling
another maid and drowning
the three-year-old son of that
niaid's employers on Majr 4,
1991. «Contemplacion is
scheduled to hang on Friday.

Her lawvers and family in

the Philippines argued that |

dence as g

new evidence showed she was

innocent, and Ramos had a;j

] pealed for clemency.

Most Australians

disfavour Queen

CANBERRA, Mar 15: Most
Australians favour an Australian
head of state rather than Bri-
lain's Queen Elizabeth, an
opinion_poll published today
showed, reports Reuter. :

The poll published in the
Australian newspaper found 57
per cent favoured an Australian
head of state, while 34 per
cent preferred that the Queeén
remain head of state.

The most recent compara-
ble opinion poll found 52 per
o a

backing for the status quo.
Prime Minister Paul Keating

has campaigned since 1993 for

a change to a republic by 2001,

the 100th auniversary of Aus- .

irslia’s lederation.
Syria-Israel
direct talks

in few days

DAMASCUS, Mar 15: US
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher left here early to-
day after announcing that Is-
rael and Syria would resume
direct peace talks at ambas-
sador level in the next few
days. reports AFP.

Christopher headed back to

_{vashingtun at the end of his .

lirst Middle East swing of
1995, after staying an extra
night in the Syrian capital.

He announced the break-
through late Tuesday in Dam-
ascus after talks with Syrian
and Israeli leaders aimed at
ending the stalemate in the
pPeace process, ; F

The United States is also to
take a greater role in the pro-
cess o try to kick-start nego-
tiations at a higher level.

Afghan troops loot

civilian homes

KADBL L. Mar 1% Govern
e roops extensively looted
civiliam homes during thetr re.

ceil cofmgquest of southwest
Kabul residents said, reports
AP

Haju Ashiun said he and his
extended lamily of 20 were
lorced (o leave their home in
the Karte Se district and the
governimmenlt soldiers who
meved in cleaned the place
ot

When the battle became
very intense in our area. |
moved my lamily tn a safer
place. Now | cannol return 1o
my home.” Ashitm said Monday

Government soldiers in
Ashim's house claimed it was
empty when thev arrived and
sald they had only taken it over

lernporariddy. Theyv said that
when the hghting calmed
down Lthey would return the
propery

But a woman from Karle Se
said government troops had
ransacked her house as well

“They took evervthing.
They took my bicycle They
even ok my tea pot and
cups.” sajd the woman. who
requesied anonymity

Several! other residents

fave similas accounts.

Mohammed Khanouni, the
head of a government security
commission that's m owversee
the newly captured area, said
the looting was carried out by
darmed bandits who entered
southwest Kabul during the
chaos surrounding the flighting

Tivops loval Presideni
Burhanuddin Rabbani were not
involved, Khanouni said Tues-
day, adding that 31 people had
been arrested in southwest
Kabul in recent days.

Rabbani's troops have
scored important advances in
southern Kabul over the pasit
week. driving back two opposi-
tion groups, Hezb-e-Wahadal. a
Shiite Muslim movement, and
the Taliban. a militia rmade up
of Islamic theology students

The abuses were commit
ted as Rabbani's men moved
into the areas. where most ol
the civilans are Hazaras, a mi
nority group made up mostly ol
Shiite Muslims Most Afghans
are Sunni Muslims

Somali warlords
meet Mar 20

MOGADISHU., Mar 15 So
Hialla 8 two most powerful war-

lords Mohamed Farah
Aldeed and arch rival Al
Mahdi Mohamed — will meet

next week for the first thne in
a vear. a Somall official said on
Tuesday. reports Reuter

Abdul Cadir Mashalevsie
spokesmar for a joinl negotiat-
Ing committee appointed M
the leaders. said the two men
would meet at the divided
city's port on March 20

The feud between the two
men Jed 1o a clan-based civil
war«hat killed 30,000 peaple
and 10 times that number in a
famine that followed

BEIJING, Mar 15: The Chi-
nese government denounced
today the Dalai Lama's plans

for a referendum among Ti-

betans on the future course for
their campaign for indepen-
“"mean trick”
almed splitting China, reports
AFP. :
“The Tibet is an au--
tonomous region under the

sovereignty of China, so the

question of holding a referen-

dum here simply does not

arise.”” Tibet People's

Congress Standing Committee

chairman Raidi told journal-

ists.

“Tibet is an inalienable part
of China. The proposed refer-
endum is only a mean trick by
the Dalai cligue and somé anti-
China Western forces to split
China. Thig is entirely out of
the question,” he said.

The Tibetan spirttual
leader, who has been in exile .

"in India since fleeing his Hi-

malayan homeland with many

| followers after a failed anti

Chinese revolt -on March 10,
1959. called last week for Ti-

bétans to prepare for a refer- .

endum. ‘ *

in a statement released to
mark the 36th anniversary of
the-uprising. he also warned

that Beijing's refusal to nego-

tiate with him could lead to
violence in Tibet. =~ & =

‘Raidi olfered little hoge of a
change in policy ‘asked

whether Beijing. whose Lroops
seized Tibet in 1951, would
fonsider marking the 30th
anniversary in Seplember of
the autonomous region’s estab-
lishment by launching talks
with Dalai Lama.

- "Once the Dalai Lania re-
nounces his position of Tibetan
independence and  entirely
stops all his activities aimed at

splitting China. the central

government will be happy to
see him putiing an end to his
self-exile at an early date.” he
said.

found alternative

- parliament
ALMA-ATA, Mar 15: Rebel
deputies opposing President
Nursultan Nazarbayev's disso-
lution of Kazakhstan's legisla-
ture today founded an alterna-

tive "people’'s parliament.” re-
ports Reuter.

A meeting of about 100
deputies of the 177-member
parliament pledged to try to
register the body as an official
organisation. "We will act with-
out violating the law." deputy
Viktor Rogalov said.

The.number atiending the

rebels’ meeting was down from
130 deputies who issued a

statement on Tuesday de-
nouncing Nazarbayev's action.

Off the Record
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Lion King' hits all-time
sales record

LOS ANGELES: Disney's hit video "Lion King" hit an all-
lilme sales record with 26 million copies sold in the two
weeks since it was released, reports AFP. .

The sales have totalled 450 million dollars since the video

came out on February 28, Walt Disney Co said on Monday. "
The previous record had been held by "Snow White and

" the Seven Dwagfs.” which sold more than 24 million copies.

Before the video went on sale. the "Libn King" made 312
million dollars at the movie theatres.

Self-insemination risks AIDS
CHICAGO: Women who practise self-insemination with

spern that hasn’'t been properly screened for HIV run the
risk of contracting the AIDS virus, a US researcher cautioned,

reports AP.

Another researcher said there have hcm no reported
cases of HIV infection threugh artificial insemination since
1986, and the chances of a woman confracting the virus if

they go through

a doctor or clinic is’

remote.

While all of the sperm banks questioned in a ‘1987 survey
reported they screened donors for the AIDS virus fewer than
hall the doctors practising artificial insemination said they
did. Dr Mary E Guinan reported in Wednesday's edition of
The Journal of the American Medical Association.

A year later the federal Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention recommended that semen donors be screened for

the AIDS virus. but it

is unknown how many actually are.

And with an unknown number of women using such de-
vices as turkey basters to inseminate themselves with sperm
from donors who were improperly screened, the door is left
open for HIV infection, Guinan said.

“Artilicial insemination is safe but not completely so,”
wrote Guinan of the CDC's HIV-AIDS office. -

-Dr Maria Rosarion G Araneta, lead researcher of a separate
article in the same Journal edition, said chances of a woman
being infected were probably remote.

Araneta’s study found that seven of 199 women artificially
inseminated with semen from HIV-infected donors between
1983 and 1985 later tested positive for the virus. Thirty-one
otheys known to have received infected semen refused test-

ing or could not be located,

Each year, about 75,000 American women are artificially
inseminated with sperm from anonymous donofs. Araneta

Aging panda sick
BELJING: An aging panda who has had frequent nosebleeds
has been examined by CAT scan, the first such examination of

a panda in China, an official newspaper said Wednesday, re-

said.

ports AP.

The history-making panda is Yangyang, a 24-year-old male
at Lthe Hangzhou 200, in coastal Zhejlang province. In the wild,
pandas usually do not live more than 20 years, and captive
pandas usually live to be abeut 25.

Yangyang had his first nosebleed in late 1992 Last year,
the frequency and severity of the nosebleeds increased. and

recently Yangyang has had monthly attacks,

the Guangming

Daily said. Also, his eyesight has been failing.

A special niedical team was set up to examine and treat
Yangyang. The CAT scan and an examination of the nasal cav-
ity showed that Yangyang is suffering from cataracts and has a

tumor in his nose, the

report said

It said the hospital was hd]:ﬁné to treat the panda, but did

not gve details.

Woman marries woman
FHNOM PENH. Two Cambodian women, one dressed as a

tian. married legally in a ceremony attended by hundreds of
well-wishers and friends. the Cambodia daily newspaper said

vesierday. reports Reuter.

Two women, Khav Sokha and Pum Eth, were married in

After the recent defeat of Shite Hezb-i-Wahdat faction in
southwest Kabul various jails were discovered by troops
layal to Afghan President Burhanuddin Rabbani, where
dead prisoners such as this man in leg-irons were found on

Tuesday

— AFP/UNB photo

in neyghbouring Gujarat sta-
le. the Bharativa Janata Party
paft of the victorious coalition
in. Maharashtra. formed a
government om ils own after
ousting a Congress govern
menL.

Thackeray. 71 has no posi-
Uon in the new govermment of
Maharashira whose capiial is
Berubay. But he handpicked
the chiel minister Manohar
Joshi. who was sworn in at
the public™ park where

Thackeray launched his party

Jxv June | 966

Shiv Sena began a8 a move-
ment te safeguard the loeal
Marathi culture and language
against south Indians migrat
ing w Boumbay. which was

then becoiing India's com

Later il
distinctly anti

meteral oapital,
adopted |
Mushin Lone

"Musiims must prove their
credibility. " Thackeray said in
an inlerview  pubhshed lasi
mounth. Partition of this coun
try lmto India and Pakistan in
1947) was done on communal
Hnes Muslims asked for their
own nation. Then leave us

alone
Shiv Sena which means
“Army ol Shivaji. is named

after a I17th cenwury warrior
who defepded western India
against the Muslims who
founded the Muhgal Empire
The Hindu extremists
benefilted frou a spit in the
Muslin vote Muslims control

e A e T

ay boss prefers dbz:ctatofshib to

ADou 10 per cent of the vote
irnt Maharastra. But even before
the election. many saud
Shiv Sena controlled the state

through 2 combination of pub- -

i service and strong-arm tac
s

Subtle threats of violence
meant that any strike called by
Shiv Sena was closely followed.

In 199] at a time of
heightened political tension
between India and Pakistan.
Shiv Sena protegters trashed a
cricket field to force the can-
cellation of a match petween
leams from the (wo countries

Fakistan closed iis con
sulate in Bombay in March
1994 after hotels refused to
give spare for Pakistan Dav

relebrations because of Shiv
Sena threats

Thackeray came to interna-
tional attention In early 1993
when his editorials in his daily

newspaper. Saamna, were
blamed for inciting anti-
Muslim riots in which 800

people were killed.

Although the courts ab-
solved him, two retired |
of the Bombay High Court said
followers of Shiv Sena were
heavily involved.

Thackeray admits that he
would prefer a dictatorship to
democraey, and has not shied
from cofmparisons with Adolph
Hitler

When told by a Time
Magazine interviewer after the

1993 riots that Muslims in

democracy

to he resnonsil- |

Kro Bao Ach Kok village. Kandal province on March 12." the
newspaper said
‘Both women love each other véry much” it said, describ-
ing the event as a "strange story." :
There is no word for homosexuality in the Khmer lan
Huage.

Carlos Salinas

| surtfaces in NY
Bombay felt like the Jews of
Nazi Germany. he replied:
“"Have they behaved like the

Jews in Nazi If so, Suh;:.m De Gortari has surfaced
there is nothing wrong if they in Munhattan and broken his
are treated as Jews were in silence. Denying he has been
Germany.” forced out of his country. the

Despite Thackeray's record,
Muslim reaction to the out-
come was muted.

“Whichever party comes to
power will learn to be respon-
sible. They are not animals.

Reuler,

Following news reports that

A Mescdogomisor sy Bl oy clashing with President
Mewdacn, Kudue Kashenw, bt | 5000100 2 3000 s hand.
of Musitm 0 - TY B picked successor. the New
“ e | ) York Times reported that the
“This is like a bachelor who former Mexican leader had

is carefree before marriage.
But after marrying, he learns he could return

to Mexico
rhaneve s e searregd

- e

NEW YORK. Mar 15: Form-
er Mexican President Carlos

New York Times reported in
its- Wednesday editions, says

Salinas had left Mexico in a
form of exile after openly

surfaced in New York. claiming




