DHAKA WEDNESDAY,

ml\latmnal

MARCH 15, 1995

Allegation of corruption in| Four receive
Mobarakganj Sugar Miils

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. Mar 14 Irregu-
larities and corruption have
reportedly become a regular
leature in Mobarakganj Supar
Mills of the district, it is al-
leged.

According to allegation of
sugarcane farmers and
sources. “purjee committees”
are usually formed for each
sugarcane purchasing centres
and the mills authorities pur-
chase cane on the basis of the
purjees. The validity of the
purjees are ten days bul some
dishonest employees are treat-
ing the purjee wvalid upto
twenty days. Further, a section
of brokers are involved to sell
sugarcane to mills authorities
without purjee against a bribe
of Taka two hundred to two
h:jndred fifty at Mobarakganj
Sugar Mills gate, Fatehpur
centre, Bhatai centre, Khalkula
centre, Brahmapur centre and
some other centres, it was al-
leged.

The farmers also alleged
that for bribery and corruption
in mills they were not in a po-
sition to supply their sugar-
canes to purchasing r:cntreu
and giving losses.

According to sources the
mills authorities purchased a
huge quantities of sugarcane
without pur_}tc from Fatchpur

Rickshaw smke
in Lalmonirhat

" LALMONIRHAT. Mar 14: A
half-day rickshaw strike was
observed in the district Satur-
day to-protest the killing of a
rickshawpuller, reports UNB.

Saidul Islam was killed by
unknown assailants on' Marel
2 and kept hanging atl the cow
shed of lormer MP Abpl Hos-
sain. ,
filed o case with' local palice

otice
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N
2. Name of work

3.7 Eamest money

4. Tinw allowed

5. Form No

6. Eligibility of
contractors

7. Name of office
of availability of
quotation
documents

8. Name of nﬂim.s
- receive

Date & time of
openmng of bids
{

serial No
109370.

cenire on 28.0].95,
29. purjee No

voucher No 116649, serial No
40, purjee No 109998,
voucher No 116660 and serial

Brother of thie deceased .

. 2% quoted rate.

“Sarak Bhaban,

No 42, purjee No 109371,
voucher No 116632.
According to another alle-
gation drivers who do not have
licence have been driving the
vehicles of Mobarakganj Sugar
Mills instead of actual drivers
for years together. As a result
minor and major accidents are
taking place frequently.
Reports say, Mobarakgani
Sugar Mills authorities had to
incur huge losses when the

tractor No Jhenidah E-02-001

went out of order on the way

. while it was running towards
Hakimpur Sugarcane purchas-
ing centre. The tractor was al-
legedly drivéen by Akter Hos-
sain instead of its driver Khor-
shed Alam.

It was also alleged that Ak-
ter Hossain hit an engine of a
tractor No Jessore-E-196 with

- his tractpr in mills area on
January 29 causing its dmnag:
The loss was estimated at Tk
atleast fifty thousand.

_ The source also alleged that
atleast eighty per cent of the
drivers do not tarnish their
duties and their vehicles have
been driven by “duplicate"
drivers. But the regular drivers
have - been withdrawing
salaries, overtime and bonus
and other facilities. The source
also all:ged that missing of
spares and valuable machiner- -
ies have become a common
feature and a section of em-
ployees are allegedly involved
with these evil doings which

was open secrel Lo mills au-
thorities byl thev could not

take legal actions against the
dishonest emplovees.

When contacted the mills
authorities said that they had
bec imvestigating the malters.

5/94-95 (2nd call)

Supplying of spare parts for
100 HP Hydramaster Ford
Engine (Model-BSD-666T)
under berry Maint. Sub-
Divn., Dhaka.

20 (Twenty) days tfrom the
date of issue of work order.
Banglidesh From No 2908.
Enlisted 'A 10 C' general
category contractors of RHD,
‘D' general category
contractors of Mechl. Ferry
Circle, Dhaka & 'E’' general
catcgory contractors of RHD,
Ferry Maint. Divn, Dhaka.
EE RHD, FMD Postogola,
Dhaka/EE RHD,
Procurement Civil Divn,
Dhaka/EE
R&H, Ferry Divn,, Sylhet &
SDE R&H, Ferry Maint.
Sub-Divn., Dhaka. Quotation
documents will be available
on or before 22-3-95.

SE RHD, Dhaka Ferry
Circle, Dhaka, EE RHD,
FMD Dhaka & EE R&H,
Ferry Divn, Sylhet.

Up to 12.00 Noon of
23-3-95.
12.30 PM of 28-3-95.

Md Golam Mowla
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Inviting |
Quotation

ﬂenous a(:ld
burn injuries

NARSINGDI Mar I4: Four
people, including a child, were
injured serfously when a mis-
creant threw acid on them at a
village in Polash thana of the
district, says UNB.

According to villagers,
Manir, son of Faizuddin of vil-
lage Ramanadi in the thana had
proposed to marry- Ranu,
daughter of Mafizuddin, of the

‘same village.

But Mafizuddin, father of
Ranu turned down the . pro-
posal and later solemnised her
marriage with Aftab of neigh-
bouring village.

At this, Manir became furi-

ous and on the night of Manch

7 threw acid through the win-
dow of a room of Mafizuddin's
house assuming Ranu and his

husband was sleeping in the

room. As a result, Mafizuddin
himself, his wife Mariam, elder
daughter Monwara and 4-year
old grand son S-uhag received
serious burn injuries,

Luckily Ranu and her hus-
band were sleeping in another
rooin.

" Monwara Begum and her
son Sohag have been shifted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal in a critical condition while
Mafizuddin and his wife were
admitted to Polash Hospital.

Manir remained absconding
since the incident. A case has
been liled with the police.

Pirates loot goods
worth Tk 10 lakh

in one month

MANIKGANJ, Mar 14: At
least 20 people were injured

and valuables worth about Tk

10.50 lakh looted in 20 pira-
cvies in different routes of
Padma and Jamuna during the
Iast one month. reports UNB.
BIWTA and traders sources
Said the piracies took place in
Nuakalia-Aricha. Aricha-Bagh-
abarl, Kazirhat-Aricha routes.
They said the armed pi-
rales carried out several raids

"ot cargo boats and fishing

trawlers during the period.
The dircont= ostly used

mmechari=cd envnee boats duar-

ing thoemr nusdiedls :
Local traders said the

transportation ol goods by
river transports has become
almost impossible as incidents
of piracies increased in the re-
cernt days in this reason. They

~iid the poorlv-equipped river
Police canmt lace the pirates.

Poisonous waste
kills tish worth
Tk 5 lakh in rivers
Kholisha-Dunga

NATORE. Mar | 14: A( least
200 maunds of fish worth Tk

Live lakli dicd in Lhie river
Kholisha- |l rag s due 1o alleged
dispousal of possunous waste by

local Incluries. reporis UNB,
lLocal people alleged hiat
atthorities ol the North Bengal
Sugnr Mills and Jamuna bas-
tillery ( vinpany discharged
SMUe polsunous wastes jito
the Singir canal and the river
Narad which are linked with
Kholisha-Dunga.

Consequently the poisonous.-

elements spread into 16 kilo-
metre areas in the river caus-
ing water pollution and emit-
Lng bad odour.

A group ol fishermen of vil-
lage Noagram in Baraigram
thana took lease from the gov-
eriuielt lor fish cultivation in

the river. They alleged that’

fish worth at least Tk five lakh
have already died due to the
discharge of industrial waste.

People living near the
banks of the river have so long
been using the river water for
domestic purposes, but now
the water has become unfit for
use due to its comitamination
and bad smell. They are also
suffering from lack of drinking
water for their cattle.

The affected fishermen and
local people urged the con-
cerned authority to probe into
the maiter and take immediate
steps to save the fish from fur-
ther destruction
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SYI Hl T: Finunce Minister M Saifur Rahm:m unveﬂad theplaqu& of the fnundatmn atune uf
the head office complex building of Jalalabad Gas Transmission and Distribution System Ltd
in Sylhet on last Friday. Energy and Mineral Resources Minister Dr Khondoker Mosharraf

. Hossain is also seen in the photo while offering a munajat at the function.

— Star photo

Check misuse of natural

A

gas

. SYLHET, Mar'14: Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman
stressed the need for checking
niisuse of gas lor the greater
intérest of the future genera-
tions, reports UNB,

He made this warning
while addressing as chief guest
at the inauguration ceremony

of the 10-storied Jalalabad Gas

Transmission and Distribution
(T and D) head office bui]ding
at Sylhet on Friday. Jalalabad
Gas T and D head office -

" building wil be built within

the next 2 years at a cost of
Taka 15 crore.

The Finance Minister said,
“our, known gas reserve will be
linished by the year 2020 if
the present tempo of use ﬂf

KUSHTIA., Mar 14: Security
of life and property are threat-
ened in six thanas of the dis-:
trict following deterioration 01"
law and order situation.

The inhabitants of the dis- -

trict have been passing their
days in fear as they ¢an be vic-
tim of terrorist act at any time..
Untoward incidents,
movement of terrorists, carry-

| mg lethal weapons, murder in

broad day light, stabbing, rap-
ing, hijacking, toll collection
and campus violence have be-
come common feature.

[llegal sale of wine and its
use, cultivation of ganja and
other immoral activities are
also on rise. Campus violence
in the educational institutions
and' its retaliatory measures
have led to several killings.
Clashes among underground
parties have also vitiated the
atmosphere.

Police conducted  several .

raids to curb crimes but the
law-enforcing agencies failed
lo check the crime. During
raids police pick on innocent
people. it s alleged,

vl G 3 oS

"stolen from ohilterent villages of
the district during last one
Jvedr. It s also inlormed that
some organised gang of mis-
creants demand ransem to

Iree the cattle,

Armed clashes occurred at
different places where the ac-
tivisis used different kinds of
fire arms. Police, however,
failed to recover any arms so
far. .

During last one year begin-
ning from January 1, 1994 to
December 1994, 44 murders,
including women. were
recorded in six police stations
of the district. Number of in-
jured in clashes and terrorists
activities were over two thou-
sand. Of (he injured abaut

seven hundred were admitted
in «dillerem hospitals and
healith complexes. Bul the

free

" No noticeable mlpmvement in law,
. order situation in Kushtia dist

From Qur Corre Bpondant

number of .arrests by pﬂiice
were very few in compari

“with the crime committed.

of a total 44 murder cases. 21.
persons were killed by guna

-while 23 murders were com-

mitted using sharp weapons,
severe beating and by other
means. Those whio were admit-
ted in hospitals were injured
mostly by bullet wounds, sharp
weapons or bomb blast. In
sadar police station there were
records of 12 murders — three
in Khoksa. two in Kumarkhali,
six in Bheramara. three in
Daulatpur and 18 in Mirpur

~ police station. In Mirpur police|

station, there are two groups
of underground parties believe |
to have committing murders

one after another when ever

the resident fail to meet their
demand. _
Clashes also occur between
these groups on order to
establish their supremacy over
the area. In last December
three brothers were murdered

in village Aburi and a result of °

enmity between two wnder-
ground partvmen. Police, how-

* ever, could not arrest anv per- -
son in this connection. In June

last vear three persons were
killed during gunbattle be-
tweenn Lwo exiremisis groups.
In the month of August two
brothers and another persons
were killed in bullet wounds in
village Ramgor. Thus during
six months 10 persons were
killed by gunfire. But police
lailed to arrest any persons re-
sponsible for those murders.
Police source said that
although cases were f[iled but
for want of proper  evidence

S

on September 19 a procession
was brought out with dead
body of Abdul Latif who died in
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal on September |8 and
gheraoed 1he Kushiia police
station pelied bricks at police
and damaged 1three vehicles

'r]'ll?eL ntﬁd?'l {ﬁ' lﬁlat'

épt inside thana pl'E:miHEE
lice made baton charge to

"d'tap-érse the mob. About 50
persons including seven police -

personnel were injured. Pro-
cessionists ldter went to the-
DC Court -building where
" deputy commissioner listened”
to their demand and assured
punishment to those respon-
sible for Abdul Latif. -
i Abdul Latif, 28, an electri- -
Jian'.._,nf Housing Estate, got
married to one- Sharmin,
daughter of Suraiya Zaman Pi-
ara of the same area who could
not the marriage and

called Abdul Latif at her house ' -

“n August 29. He was allegedly
tortured by hired goons. After
~ that Latif was handed over to
police along with three arms.

Police filed a case against him -

‘t!ndl:_:r Arms Act.
Out of total 712 cases dur-
mg the year 11 dacoities, 22

_ Iﬂhberv_',r

. actual number of incidents will

" ties of the outlawed Sarbahara

42 burg!arlfﬁ. 23
theft, 61 riots, 6 riots involv-
lnf murders, 40 arms cases,

cattle lifting, 24 smuggling,
11 kidnapping and ﬂvr: police
harassment cases were
recorded in six police. atatlnns
of the districts. |

- Local people alleged- that

be double the figure recorded
with police station. They also
alleged that anti-social activi-

Party members as well as' Bj-/
plobi Communist Party mem-
bers have increased in Mirpur
and Khoksa thanas. :

'Police have failed to control
law and order in Mirpur where
one after another murders are
being committed every month."
When ever loeal people fail to
meet the demand of the out-
lawed party membcrs some
one is killed. :

Shortage of fertilizer
hampermg TRRI-boro

cultivation in Manikganj

MANIKGANJ, Mar 14
Acute fertilizer secarcity has
been persisting in the district
threatening the prodpetion ol
IRRI-boro during the current
season. farmers said, reporis
UNB. . :

According. to Agriculture’

Extension Department (AED).

a scheme has been taken to !

bring about 20,095 hectares of
land in seven thanas under
IRRI-boro cultivation.

"Some 3600 metric tons of
fertilizer are required for the
crops.” AED officials said
adding,
poor i comparison with the
demand

Official sources said till now
only 1195 metnic tons of lertil-
izer Bonge beens allotted for the

"but supply is very:

district.

Lucal gmwers said, taking
advaitage of the situation, a
section of traders has started
'hoarding fertilizer in thelt!
godowns for earnihg windfall
pral‘it i

As a result, the [u'i{:ea of
teﬁ:uizﬂr have increased ab-
normally causing untold suffer-
ing to the growers, particularly
the marginal farmers.

In Aricha ghat a bag of urea
is being sold between Tk 500
and Tk 550 instead of its fixed
‘price of Tk 215. On the other
hand, TSP and MP are being
sold at Tk 450 and Tk 580
rcsgcﬂiv&]y- | |

armers also staged demon-
stration in different areas de-

: Saifur

gas continues."

He said natural gas ll our
invaluable national resource.
During the current financial

- year this vitally important sec-

tor is expected to contribute
Tk 1250 crore to our national

exchequer., -He further said,
each year Taka 2500 crore
foreign -exchange is saved due

Lo gas which is used as an al-
ternative to petroleum in our
thermal power projects.

tie also said, the present
demecratic governiment wants
to ensure maximum utilisation.
of gas to put our economy on a
solid footing.

The Finance Minister said,
Kulaura thana of Moulvibazar
district will be brought under
gas supply network very soon.
He recalled that Sylhet proper

+ was brought under the gas net
| work due to the kind action of

Shaheed President
Rahman in 1976. '
He added that a liquified
petroleum gas plant will be set
up at Golapgonj thana at a eost
ol Tk 40 crore in near future.
Energy = Minisier Dr

Ziaur

- "Khandakar Mosharraf Hossain,

Khondakar Abdui Malik MP,
‘Energy Secretary Faizur
Razzak, BNF central leader -
lilyas Ali. Safi Ahmed
Chowdhury also spoke on the
occasion, said an official hand-
out.

The Energy Minister said,
Jalalabad gas is not only used
far household and commercial
purposes but also it is supply-
- ing gas to one fertiliser factory,
three power projects and 63

I tea gardens of this area.

He said the government is
locking for alternative source

of energy for future thermal
wer projects to ease preas-

sure on the nation's vitally im-
portant gas sector. :

‘Two arrested:
with stolen

cows, goat

BRAHMANBARIA, Mar 14:
Police recovered 10 cattle-
head and nabbed two cattle
lifters in Sadar thana, reports
Acting on a tip, police
raided Attapara. Manipara,
Chaurakhola, Moshapur and -
Goalkhola villages on March 1 .
and recovered 10 stolen cows

and a goal.
They also rounded up two

" people from the villages in

connection with the lifting of
the cattlehead. A case has been
filed with the police. ‘

Mentionable that the cow
lifters have become active in
the district and the villagers
are guarding their cows at the
sheds passing sleepless nights.

The villagers alleged that
the some lifters under the
backing of spme influential
people are lifting the cows for
ransom money. If the. de-

manding inunediate supply of
lertilizer at {air prices.

mandf'd money is not paid in -
time the cows are ﬁl&llﬂhlﬂﬂj

By Naimul Haq

evelopmg road network i m rural areas

MANIKGANJ, Mar 44: Si-
nce 1984 the government has
planned to upgrade rural roads
through Rural Development
Projects (RDPs).’ There are
three main areas which RDPs
focus ‘on. One of them is
development of physical. in-
frastructure including devel-
opment of roads and bridges.
RDPs are financed by multilat-

. eral angl bilateral agencies.

. The Swiss Development
goﬂpcratiun (SDC). a major
onor in this sector (RDP)
made substantial contributions
supporting construction .of
feeder roads between

‘ centres in Manikganj

On behalf of the government
the Local Government

neering Department (LGED)
with SDC is co-financing the
project with a 20 per cent
.ﬂ]mﬂ- ) =

The Road Development Pro-

" jevls (RDPs) in the district are

being implemented inKalam-
pur, Daragram, Nabagram,
Kauliabazar Laxmipur and
Bangladesh Hat areas. The
LGED engineers along with
trained contractors are super-
vising the road construction
work in the areas..

Abeut a dozen Lypes ol read
surlaces are on f{rial since
19493 10 choose best and cost-
ellective road surface in the
alea. All the works are being
siriclly supervised by the con-
sulting ieam contracted o
rectly by SDC,

Huge number of saplings

e L
@, 28, b/ b

,!&Iﬁ*ﬂ

-f;l"ﬁ_ﬂl

were planted on boih sides of
the roads in three rows as part
ol complementary activities
emploving more than 100
women from the area as care-
takers. Each of the woman, all
ol whom are destitute, is being
; : d paid Tk 700 as salary. These
; '~,':'“:'~5. F . wolnen have aiready been

MANIKGANJ (Clockwise from top left). A group of clrutlkm nurlin( the saplings by the feeder road side betw&en :E:."':,Tf.jp.‘.’::,{:wfntz&;ﬂﬁﬁ:ﬂfg
i Bangladesh Hat and Manikgan) town. A caretaker tying stem of a sapling with a bamboo stick for support. Two women this they will be given training

working as day labourers at a road construction site carrying stone ¢chips. Women cleaning roads in Laxmipur A group of from time to lime on technical
‘caretakers maintaining the roadside uplmp — Photos: SDC

Pl &8l R

topfesae sw 2 mm 200 PO r:!
wfry) (epe-mg-

| -

issues arranged by the LGFM




