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Cong (I) rejects BJP demand for

Several killed

KABI'L. Mar |13: The emer-
gen Mﬂrlm student militia
Taliban ruckeled Kabul on

Aunday. killing several people

after being routed by govern
ment fortes in the southwest
of* the capital. official sources
sail, reports Reuter
Liovernimment warplanes and
artillery earlier pounded the
Taliban Islamic militfa base
outside Kabul after driving its
lorces and those of an opposi-
tion Shi'ite Muslim faction
from the city. witnesses said.
A Delence Ministry spokes-
man told reporiers the attack
on Lhe Charasyab Base 'south of
Kabul was intended to oust all
governmment rivals from rocke-
ting distance of the capital.
Taliban. driven out of its

newly-captured Kiarte Seh dis-*

trict in southwest Kabul, re-
sponded with dozens of rock-
ets. most of which landed in
Kabul's civilian districig, wit-

state radio. described the Tal-
iban rocketing as cruel and

said dozens of people were
killed or wounded.

Taliban is holding the
leader of the Shi'ite Hezb-i-
Wahdat party. Abdul Ali Mazari.
captive at Charasyab, a witness
said.

A Western journalist said he
photographed Mazari, bound
hand and feot. at Charasyab on
Saturday, No other details of
Mazari's capture were immedi-
ately available.

The fall of Karte Seh, com-
pleied overnight with the
capture of a former Soviet

Scud missile base nearby. con-
solidated Rabbani's grip on the
‘capital.

It also handed the Taliban
their first defeat, puncturing
an aura of invineibility acquired
by the new force as it swept

nesses sakd.

_ through southeastern Afghanis-
Militarv sources. gquoted on

tan in the past few months.

Chinese courts

_Crime on rise in Ching: cue

handled nearly 20 per Dent%m criminal cases last year than
in 1993, the nation's top jidge said on Monday in a rare
government admission of the extent of rising crime, AP
reports fromm Beijing.

Economic crifpes are also on the rise, with courts last year
handling 70 per cént more such cases than in the previous

year. "China faces rising crime rates and poor social security
in some places.” sald Ren Jianxin, president of the Supreme
People's Cour(, in an annual report to the national legislature.
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Christopher to visit Paris: us
Secretary of State Warren Christopher will visit Paris this
week lor talks on arranging a summit on former Yugoslavia,
French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said on Sunday, Reuter
reports from Paris.

Juppe said on Radio Luxembourg that Christopher would
stop over on his way back from the Middle East to discuss a '
live-power plan for a summit of leaders of Serbia, Bosnia and
Croatia, which has run into trouble.

‘Saddam Tower’ oge S A huge
Ielecommmunications centre known as was

officially epened on Sunday on the site of a tower dutmy!ed
by allied bombing in the 1991 Gulf War, AFP reports from

Raghdad.
The cirdular tower named after Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein rises 10 203 metres (670 feet). dominating the

Baghdad skvline, |

Siberian hotel fire kills 10 e 10

people died and some 20 others were injured in a fire which
broke out at a hotel in Irkutsk, Siberia. early . Moscow
Echo Radio repurtesd quoting a mm mmm
- Moscow.

Firefighters tackling the blaze pulled out four bodies and
another six were visjble in the wreckage of the Sibir hotel
where the fire was sull raging. the radio said. -

Hosni Mubarak in Japan:

President Hosni Mubarak arrived in Japan on Monday for a
visil designed to boost bilateral ties and discuss glebal issues

including progress in the Hh.ldl:c E.‘.al-t pclr:t process, Reuter
reporis Irom T

K
Ae is e W |}‘n|d Lalks 'Il"ﬂh Primr Minister lmﬂn‘.‘hl ‘Hu—
ravaima aid other government leaders as well as in-
dustrialists during his visit, which ends on Thursday.

-mCanothlledmNmosinblmt.a

ul bemb exploded under a car in Nicosia early Monday,
killing a Cypriotl man believed to have been involved with the
Mediterranean island's underworid, police said, Reuter
reports from Nicosia.

“The victim was blown to pieces. We believe he is Andreas
Boumboufis. 38, of Nicosia. ... he had been arrested in the
past for possible involvement in bomb killings of mostly
members of the underworid.” ‘a police spurce told Reuters.

Castro arrives in Paris: cuen presdent

Fidel Castro arrived in Paris on Monday on a controversial.
three-day visit o France. airport officials said. Reuter reports
from Paris. ;

Castro was invited by Spaniard Federico Mayor, the Direc-
tor-General of the UN Educational. Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganisation (UNESCO) which is based in Paris.

Khmers step up assaults: xume:
Rouge guerillas have stepped up their assaults on
lroops occupying a former rebel base in Cambodia's remote

northern Preach Bihear nce, the prwtnr:l-tl governor
said Monday. AFP reports z'::

“Simall HIIMWWIHMMMHH
governmernii troops stationed in their former base at Preah
Pralay = Meas Sarin told AFP.

moderate earthquake, measuring 4.7 on the M-
rocked large areas of eastern Japan on Sunday. but here were
no reports of casualties or damage. the meteorological agency
satd. AFP reporis from Tokyo.

The epicenter of the quake, which struck “at 11:39 pm
{1439 GMT). was located in the Pacific. off Chiba prefecture,
South of Tokvo. the agency said

Journalist held in E Timor: A

Portuguese journalist was arrested the I[Indonesian
authorities mmmmmm:mm
Portuguese radio reported. Reuter says from London.

" Jomo Gabriel, who was in Dili on an for the
Portuguese independent television station TVI, telephoned
his brother in Portughal asking for help. the radio., monitored
in London. reported

Biggest war-game
since WW II begins

in Austraha HAHLL.A Mar 13 The son

SYDNEY. Mar ‘n. of the late strongman Ferdi-
biggest naval turm tn Aus-, | nand Marcos asked today for a
tralia since World W reopening of the investigation
into the assassination of Cora-
zon Aquino's husband even
though millions of Filipinos be-
lieve his father masterminded
the killing. reports AP.’

The August 21 1983, mur-
der of Sen Benigno Aquino Jr
led to a wave of oppesition,
culminating in the 1986 popu-
lar uprising that swept Marcos
from power and installed Cora-
z2on Aquino as president.

"Only a new investigation in
light of the new revelations of
some of those convicted may
show the entire Filiping peo-
ple what really happened.” Rep
Ferdinand "Bongbong™ Marcos
Jr told reporters.

Marcos Jr who is running
for the Senate. is the latest

including Indonesia.
Malaysia and Singapore, was
the primary objective of the
Hakndu two naval exercise.

r policy of regional engage-
= Chalmers teld re-
porters in Darwin.
A total of 22 warships, two
submarines and a number of
aircraflt together with more

than 5.000 military personnel

are taking part in the 18-day
exercise,

Rao's resignation, fresh polls

vl

to hring

NEW DELHI. Mar 13: In-
dia's ruling Congress (I) Party
today rejected opposition calls
for Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao Lo stand down
and hold general elections.
after its disastrous defeat in
crucial state polls, reports AFP.

"The performance of the
central govermment was not an
issue in these elections,”
Congress spokesman Vithal
Gadgil said. "So we reject the
demand for Rao's resignation
and fresh [Parliamentary)
elections.

The opposition Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP. Indian Peo-
ple's Party) called on Rao to
resign on Sunday after the
Congress was routed in the

weslern state. of Gujaral and

edged out in the adjoining
state ol Maharashtra.

"Rao does not have the po-
Htical. or .moral authorjty to
rnqﬁhnh in office.” a BJP

spokesman sald.

The Hindu revivalist BJF
cruised into power for the first
time in Gujaral. while an al-
liance of the BJP and Hindu
militant Shiv Sena was poised
to take Maharashtra, whose

capital is Bombay.
' ¥

Both of the highly-indus-
trialised slates were consid-
ered Congress bastions before
last month's polls seen as a
critical test of the popularity of
the 73-year-old Ran,

The Congress. however,
won a pyrrhic victory in the
eastern stpte of Orissa. ousting
a five-year-old government of
the centrist Janata Dal
(People’'s Party). Countling of
the votes from the state elec-
tions began Saturday.

Gadgil said the Congress
defeats,
heels of a2 humiliating rout in
two key southern states ir

which came on the.

December, would net l:ltll!:
serious problems for Rao, who

is. also the party president. .

"The central government
will not be affected and Rao's
leadership will not be seriously
challenged” by the increasingly

dissidents in the party,
Rao confidant said.

Congress sources said the
Prime Minister has warned
party MPs he will call early
general elections if they back
the drive to oust him, at least

. as part\.r chief.

"Every Congress MP is
afraid of early parliamentary

elections. T,h:y don't want

early elections,” Gadgil said.
"So with murmurs and some
dissidence, the party will con-
tinue."

He added that the Congress

was resigned to seeing the
BJP-Shiv Sena take power in
Maharashtra, diumlningm

James Gustave Speth, Administrator of the UNDP, talks to the media during a preu {
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conference to announce the stopping of the UNDP Poverty Clock, in Copenhagen on Sunday.
The clock, installed at the Bella Centre UN Social Development Summit site, showg the |

entamated amount of 598,070 children born into poverty during the UN summit.
- — AFP/UNB photo |

US i
receives
bodies of

diplomats

WASHINGTON. Mar, 13:
More than 200 State Depart-
ment emploves  including
Deputly Secrelary ol State
Strobe Talbott received on
Surxlay (he bodies of two US
diploinais killed in an ambush
in Pakistan. reports AFP,

The families of the victims
accompanied the bodies

aboard a special plane sent by
the LS guoveyminent.

The twu diplomats working
in the US Consulate in Karachi,
Jacqueline Valandingham and
Gary Durrell. were shot dead
when gunmen opened fire on
their vehicle en Wednesday.

‘We've been reminded yet
again — vividly and tragically
that those whg work in our
embassies 4nd consulates face
hot only hardships but risk as
well.” Talbott told the group at
Andrews Air Force Base out-
sitle Washington.

e

SEOUL. Mar 13: Opposition
legislators occupied South Ko-
rea s parliament today alter
vowing w stop the ruling party
from ramming controversial
election law changes through
the assembly, reports AFP

The sit-in % strike lollowed
police raids on Sunday on the
homes of National Assembly
Speakers Hwang Nak-Ju and
Vice Speaker Lee Han Dong to
end .1 six day blockade by op-
position lawmakers

One speaker is required by
law to preside over the passage
of anv law through the assem
by :

Follomang an overnight sit-
in. all legislators and assistants
fromi the main opposition on
Democratic Party (DP) and two
spliniter parties joined forces
on Mondav to block off the
assernbly building halls

[lie ruling Democratic Lib-
eral Party (DLP) has threat-

ROK opposﬂnon MPs
occupy parlmt

ened tu railroad revised elec-
tign law tbrough parhament
unless the vpposition present
a compromise proposal.

DLP leaders contend elec-
tion law changes are necessary
for clear cam in local
polls in June for provincial

governors. mayors and country

heads.
The ruling party hopes to
bar candidates for mid-level

administrative positions and

councils from belonging to po-
Htical parties, except in big ci-
ties.

But the opposition has ac-
cused the DLP of seeking to
maintain its grip on local gov-
ernments and assemblies.

At a caucus today, DP leader
lLee Ki-Taek renewed his
threat to launch an anti-gov-
ernment campaign if the rul-
ing camp railroaded the elec-

tion law changes through par-
liament.

China to

TOKYO, Mar 13: China is
planning to reprocéss nuclear
waste into plutomium, a deadlv
radioactive fuel, by the year
2000. a Japanese official said
loday. reports AP

The official. who spoke on
the cendilion of anonymity
said that Japan supports the
plan. theugh the policy would
run counter to UN efforts to
reduce world stores of pluto
muam. .

China will complete con
struction of a nuclear fuel re-
processing plant by the year

2000 a seniur official in the
China National Nuclear Power

Corp lold a Japanese delega
tdon in February
Officials ol the China Na

uonal Hm lear Power Corp.

produce plutonium

con'acted in Beijing by The
Assoctaled Press on Monday,
refiused 1o comment on the
Japanese official s remarks.
The ("hinese plant. the frst
of several planned. will extract
plutoniuin a radactive ele-
men! that (ant be used to
make nuclear bombs — from
the spent twel ol nuclear power
plants. the ofticial said. He
added thail the plant will have
d produciwn capacity of 100
LOIS Per year '
Plutonium is one of the

most loxie substances known
lo man A speck barely visible
1o the naked eye is enough o

kill an -1’|uir Flutomium can be

used 10 make nuclear bombs.
Thiere Al ¢stimated

OO THMe s o pl\ll“]lluul in

storage around the world, and
reported cases of smuggling
are on the rise. The United
States and the United Nations
are trving to reduce the plu-
toniuin in storage around the
world and limit its production.

The official of Japan's En-
ergy and Natural Resources
Agency., who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity. said China
plans to keep Its plutonium
production under civilan con-

trol and has no plans to export
it

The Japanese official said
the Chinese e - their
plans for the fuel recycling
plant to nuclear experts from
the Ministry of International
Trade and Industry who were
in China

A

" With reésults still to be de-

dozens of
dent cnndldntﬂ intg a. .H
ernment.

"The general feeling in the

party is that we should not
furmandimenL'tnm-
rashtra, a traditional Congress
utronghold he said.

“{}urthjnkmglutnl:tth'

BJP and Shiv Sena from the

government. Within one it
, will collapse because

their
inner contradictions,”" Gadgil
added. "They are hopﬂeuly
divided on so many issues.”

clared from 12 eonstituencies,
the Congress has emerged as
the single largest party in the
288-member Maharashtra leg-
islature with 77 seats. The
Shiv Sena, with 68 seats, and
the BJP, with 63, have already
staked a claim to Furm a gov--
ernment.

Ambstoqetup
joint court

CAIRO, Mar 13: Arab coun-
tries have decided to set up a
joint court of seven judges for
the first time in their history
to resolve disputes and pre-
vent conflicts such as that
sparked by Iraq's 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait, AFP.,

The plan to up an Arab

Court of Justice along the lines,

of ¢he International Court in

the Hague is to be adnptad at a

meeting of Arab League foreign

| ministers here on March 22.

The idea was first mooted
after the 1991 Gulf War which:
ended Iraq's seven-month oc-
cupation of its tiny neighbour
Kuwait. The crisis created
huge rifts in the Arab world.

According to the draft text,
the court will be "responsible
for settling disputes between
member states of the Arab
League which will address it.”

Non-members linked to

Arab countries through bilat-

i oo gﬁ%‘-"&%"’&‘m

to have recourse to the court.

The judges will be elected
| from candidates versed in Is-

lamic Sharia and international
law by a two-thirds majority of
Arab League foreign ministers.
They will serve for a non-re-
newable term of six years.

. Each country can put for-
ward two candidates, of whom
only one may be elected as a
judge.

"Countries which 'agree to
have recourse to the Arab
Court of Justice will not be al-
lowed to ask for other interna-
tional jurisdiction later.” ac-

cording to the draft plan.-

- . -
minisier
apologises

CALCUTTA. Mar 13: After
being admonished by the
Speaker for his absence in the
house during question-answer
session Friday last. state's Co-
operative Minister, Saral Dev,
today apologised in the West
Bengal Assembly admitting his
lapse. reports PTI

Asked by the Speaker. H- A
Halim. to explain his absence
in the house, the minister ad-
mitted. his lapse. adding that
he had no intention to curb
rights of the member, Abdul
Marinan, by remaining absent
in the assembly that day. He
assured Lhe house that he
wourld be cautious in future.

The chair. while asking the
minister to be alert in future,
directed him to inform the
house in advance whenever he

would not be able to be pre-
sent in the assembly.

Former Nigerian
military ruler

arrested
LAGOS. Mar 13: General
Olusegun Obasanjo. a former
_ Nigerian military ruler - as ar-
rested lﬂdl}'. his aid.
"General Obasu » was

picked up this morniig Ly se-
curity men " his persouial (ssis-
[Iﬂl Aya Aderewale told

|
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American model N:kki Ta}rlnr prﬁﬂenta “ hall gown frnm thi

collection of Tomasz Starzewski in London on Sunday as

part of the London Fashion Week.

— AFPHJHB photo

'—'Mbtorbike race ends up injail

- HANOI: A court has sentenced 13 youths to jail for racing

~ their: motorbikes through city streets in the government's

harshest move yet to quash the. dangemus fad, a rlewspaper

reported Monday, says AP,

The sentences, ranging from f:ight to 20 months, were
handed down Saturday by the Hanoi People's Court. The court
gave lwo other youths six months’ probation, said Hanol Moi

(New Hanoi).

Motorbike racing has killed at least 14 people, nine of
them bystanders. in the past two years. Police efforts to halt

the nighttime sport previously were hampered by the

the fact

that many racers are the sons of high-ranking officials and
community leaders, who reportedly would intervene to block

charges.

But when one racer was killed and a dozen others injured
last September 20, police took 13 young people into custody

and seized their motorbikes.

Premier Vo Van Kiet issued a

public stateinent rund:mning the races as a public disorder

and deinanding swift punish
Sihce ‘*:ﬂ.u&mhfr

L. £ G
Hanoi. police hil-\"t 1m:rn:|ad

patrols and eyuipped special, pguads with paint m&pt m:nl

and more pmt.rrful molorbikes Lo catch ll]: racers.

World One-Day Novel Cup

" LONDON: Filly-eight writers spent the weekend s
against Lhe tightest of deadlines — to write a wlmum

within 24 hours, reports AP.

The winner of the World One- Day Novel Cup iIn the
Groucho Club. the exclusive West End hangout for London’s

literati. will be announced on March 20. Besides
the winning work will be published

authoer 500 pounds.

the

hardcover and in London bookshops the next day.

The contestants each were expected to produce a novel of
approximately 20,000 words in length during two 12-hour
bursts Saturday and Sunday. The exercise took its toll in
throbbing eyes and aching fingers but participants heid their
discipline and none -dropped out. accotding to m'gn.nilﬂ'

Rowland Morgan.

“Unlike last year, all the competitors have been very well

behaved and diligent.”

Morgan said. “There have been no

scenes of drunken collapse and revelry and nobody seems to
have a hangover. which seems very strange.”

Among the competitors were a creative writing teacher
‘and one of her former students, an explosives expert, a
Chureh of England priest, journalists from three Britigh
newspapers, and the teenage son of a former editor of The

Times of London.

SALINAS, California, Mar
13; Floodwaters inundated Cal-
ifornia’s ishest fields. closed
roads and left al least 12 peo-
ple dead and thousands home-
less with weather forecasters
predicting more rain for today,
reports AFP.

A series of Pucific storms
that battered northern Cali-
fornia for two days moved
southward on Saturday. send-

Ing rivers and creeks surging'

over their banks with 39 of the
state's 58 counties declared
disaster areas.

Authorities said four more
bodies had been pulled from
the water late Sunday near the
central town eof Coalinga,
where a highway bridge on In-
terstate 5 collapsed on Satur-
day. sweeping away three cars.

|California ﬂoods claim 12

Two people were still miss-
ing frem that incident, while -
30 kilometres (20 miles) of In-
terstate 5 were closed to trgf-
fic.

It's the mos' videspread
rwranhic sio- in California
{1 this centu: " said Jaimes

Bailey of the State-Federal
Flood Operations Centre in
Sacramento.

Sunday was rain-free for
most of California, but showers
forecast for Monday would hit
ground that is still saturated
from recent storms and those
that hit in January.

Officials estimate that dam-
ages to roads, bridges, crops,
hetnes and businesses will top
two billion dollars. This, after
the state has already been rav-
aged by recent earthquakes

figure to issue such a call fol
lowing claims last week by
former Sgi Pablo Martinez that
retired Brig Gen Romeo Gatarn
retired Col Romeo Ochoco and
businessiman Hermilo Gosuico
were directly involved In the
slaving

Those (hree never were
charged in the case Maniner
was among |6 soldiers sen
tenced to life imprisonment
for the assassination

On Monday. the Philippine
Daity Ingquirer said Martinez
wrote President Fidel Ramos

last year detatling his allega-

tions against the three and
suggesting that Coraron
Aquino s estranged (first
cousin, businessman Eduardo
Cojuangco. was also involved
Governunent eofficials hawve
said Martinez s statements are
insufficient 1o warrant reopen

ing the case. But former pros

eculor Raul Gonzalez said he
believed Martinez s statements
were enough. He accused the
governmen! of “indifference’
toward finding out who mas-
terminded the assassination

One witness who |is
linvolved] In the crime (I8
enough,” Gonzalez said Sunday

To me the testimony of
Martinez is enougl

Gonzalez was the chief
proseculor in ‘he retrial ol
defendants in the assassina
tion During the Marcos admi
ristration a court acguitted all
defendants and ruled that
Aguino was siain by a supposed
Communis! Rolando Galman,
who Lhen was killed by secu
rily guards 3! mAndka Amrpor

After Marcos was ousted,
the Supreme Court nullified
the arguiitals and ordered a

new trial. Gonzalex was re-
moved as proseculor a vear

inte the trial after accusing
several Supreme Court justice:

. of impropriety.

The trial ended a year later
with a new prosecutor. The
court convicted Martinez and
15 others of killing both
Aquino and Galman and sen-
tenced them to life imprison-
ment. The trial failed to estab-
lish the mastermind., but many
Filiptnos believe it was Marcos.

sl week Martinez said
Gatan, Ochoco and Gosulco in-
roduced hifh w0 Galman a few
deys before the assassination.
Under Gatan's orders,

"Martinez said he took Galman

to the airport on the-day of the
assanpsination

Gatan told him that Galman
was (o kil Aquine, Martinez
said. Il Galman relused,
Martinez said he was to kill

him. Martinez said Gatan told
him that if Aquino also died in
the cross fire “it's not youws
aaait*

Gatan and Gosuico deny the
claims. Ochoco is believed Lo
be living in Californta.

On Monday. the Inquirer
quoted Martinez as say og he
wrote Ramos on January 19,
1994, identifying Gatan, Go-
suico and Ochoco as "the nwen
who engineered the (Aquiiw)

assassination.” Martiner s.id
he did not know whether
Ramos ever received [he let-
ter.

In the letter, Martinez said,
he also noted that Gatan and
Gosuico “were both the men’
of Cojuangco, a wealthy busi-
nessman and close ally of Mar-
cos. Ochoco was closely as>oci-

ated with former Chiefl of Stafl

Civenn Fabian Ver.

Marcos' son for reopening of Benigno Aqumo murder case

Ver was acquitted in the
firsi trial but fled the country
with Marcos in 1986 and
never returmed. Philippine law
bans trials in absentia.

Corazon Aquino also has

Jed on Cojuangco, who ran

successfully for president in

992, to make public whatever
he knows of the assassination
Cojuangco says he will issue a
statement later but In the past

denied knowledge of the
kiling.
Gonzalez said some of

Martinez's information was in
ltne with evidence he gathered
for the second (rial but was
unabile to use In court. He said
the corroboration came (rom a
general's mistress who backed
out of testifying after the
Aquino governmen! refused
her request for police protec-
thon.
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American expelled
from jt space

mission

MOSCOW. Mar 13: A mem-
ber ol the US team preparing
for a joint space mission with
Russia this week has been ex-
pelled for engaging in espi-
onage, a television station sald
on Sunday. reports AFP.

The private NTV station
said the American was a con-
sultant to the US team. NTV,
which provided no source for
its report. said the misaion
would go ahead as planned on
Tuesday

A apﬂhrsman lor the Rus-
sian Counter- Espipnage Agency
refused tp confirm or deny the
repori -

A duty olficer at the US em-
bassy said he had no informa-

tiort on any expulsion.
Fhe menibers ol the 1team
arrived ot the launchpad in
| Kazakhsian on Thursday.



