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Economic Reform Process

The World Bank has taken a critical view of the
slow pace of economic reforms in the country
prior to the aid consortium meet in Paris on April
25-26. The draft Country Economic Memoran-
dum it has prepared and circulated to our Eco-
nomic Relations Division juxtaposes the recent
economic developments against the priority
reform agenda and draws up the balance sheet.
The critique does not come as a bombshell, given
the routine regularity with which the Bank has
stridently spoken of our reform process. Still, the
World Bank's annual review of our performance
needs to be viewed with an extra bit of seri-
ousness by us because it is indicative of where we
stand — in the eye of the WB — after having spent
more than three years in the reform process.

According to tlze diagnosis of the World Bank,
political commitment has been lacking behind
measures such as services reorganisation, privati-
sation, activation of the private sector, financial
sector reform and other allied structural re-ad-
justment programmes. We agree that the work on
administrative reform has moved at a snail's pace
despite this being an indispensable requirement
to carry forward the economic reforms. What is
worse, even the limited capability of the spokes-
of-a-wheel administrative system could not be
taken advantage of owing to a long-drawn inter-
cadre warfare. But the donor community's em-
phasis on de-regulation and less governance,
‘specially in the economic field, together with its
penchant for trusting the NGOs with develop-
ment funds in preference to the government
agencies, bred a degree of punctuating self-anal-
- ysis among the functionaries the government
- must rely upon to bring about the administrative
reforms, |

‘We understand 'political commitment’ in its
extended connotation of bi- san political un-
derstanding on such vital reform issues as wages
linked to productivity, disinvestment of sick in-
dustries. entrenchment of surplus labour, privati-
sation of service secter organisations and
'depoliticisation’ of labour-management relations.
Experience has shown that radical reforms entail
such political and social costs that a ruling parctiy
cannot, all by itself, effect these even in an ad-
vanced democratic country, let alone in a nascent
one with its inherent vulnerabilities. Without a
working political consénsus on the core content
of the reforms we frankly do not see how these
can be speedily t about.

Meanwhile we ask the World Bank whether the
disbursement of 700 million dollars to-date out of
the pledged 2.1 billion dollars for this fiscal year
has been entirely due to the poor rate of aid utili-
sation in the country or there was something else
to it. ' -

L ] .
What is a Library?

If Dhaka is a megapolis, Narail should not be a
village. Now it is the headquarters of a district.
Not only for that or for the formidable S M Sultan
the place was quite well-known throughout this
country and across the border in West Bengal.

Cultural attainments were one clue to that. ;

The Daily Star on Sunday published a report on

the plight of the Narail public library. The library
was established in 1957 — nothing to compare
with the 150-year legacy of the Jessore or Barisal
libraries, but nothing either to be dismissive
about. The start was modest — the founders
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%ﬁuvn unul'l.t-'. ul"'ll 111*I {ﬂinir of its ﬁ“h*rrinn.m

Now, 38 vears later, the collection had risen
wondcertully to 300, at the rate of 1.3 a year. And

the report says of these, 250 are for the use of.
non-adult readers. Even then a hundred eager,

readers crowd the place — to read the five news-
papers that are available on its racks. Wouldn't
they be interested to go for books had there been
a good supply and a better choice there?

Perhaps libraries in all of the new district
headquarters are in no better position. Are these
Jjoints libraries, in.any sense of the term? There
is, however, nowadays a welcome flurry of activity
in the library division of the culture ministry.
Hundreds of districts and its libraries are getting
sizeable grants and the genuine among them —
good many are fake — are lining their racks with
yearly supply of new books. A close look would re-
veal evén hundred upon hundreds of such new
accession hardly deserve to be picked up by a
genuine reader with any taste for literature and
knowledge.

From no-books-at-all of Narail to book-lined
. shelves of luckier libraries — all are equally con-
tributing to the decline of the nation's intellectual

and hiiman capacity. _
The ﬁlcomparable |
- Thumri Master

Death at 90 ¢an hardly come as a shock. Still a
pall of gloom descended on all of Sylhet on March
6 with the spread of the news of the passing of
Phul Mohammad, the vocalist. As the maestro
never liked to travel beyond his best loved and
adopted town of Sylhet, Dhaka and the other cen-
tres of music did .not come to know him at his
true worth. For that reason this may seem a local
loss to Sylhet which is not quite true. He was the
greatest exponent of thumri — the light-classical
traditional vocal form — in our country. And after
him we are now left with perhaps only one —
__Z:tkag Hussain — as adept in the form as the dead
ustad.
~_ Born in the cradle of so many musical geniuses,
Brahmanbaria, 6n maturing as a singer he chose.
as his pasture Assam which then included all the
big towns of the subcontinental far east. While
Moti Mia — the gurubhai of Ustad Alauddin Khan
reigned over the vast territory with his violin,
Phul Mohammad did the same with his thumri.
The reason he did not become the doyen of the
classical singers either of East Pakistan or of
Bangladesh is his advanced years when he settled
down in Sylhet.

Dhaka too was shocked by the news, fearing a
namesake, one hailing from Murshidabad and set-
tling down here soon after partition some 48
years back and earning through the long span
Elf:gm ; name as an accomplished teacher of

yais, was pe dead. While we c
~death of the E&Pﬁa ot R T o
fo the junior Phul Mohammad.

| while researc

. we wish ‘afong long life

Muslims between Past and the Future

By Eqbal Ahmad

HERL has existed throu-
I chioul hastory an ironic
relationshilp between the

Jrast and the hwiure. Those who
glority the past and seek to
recreate 11 almosl invariably
fail while those who view {i

comprehensively and critically
are able to draw on the past in
meaningful and lasting ways
People who have confidence in
their future approach the past
with seriousness and critical
reverence. They study it try to
comprehend the values aesth-
etics. and style which invested
an earlier civilization its grea-
tness or caused it to decline.
They preserve its remains, and
enshrine relevant. enriching
images and events of the past
in their memaories both collec

tively and individually.

By contrast, peoples and
governmenis with an uncertain
sense of the future manifest
deeply skewed relationships to
Lheir history Theyv eschew

lived historyv. shyl out its
lessons. shun critical inquiries .
into thie past, negleet its re
mains but. at the same Llime,
invent Jdiul  taagine pasi
shining _fﬁ.rril-n-._ Hpon
which 1o super-imposed the

prejudices and hatreds of our
own Llime. The religio-political
movemernts ol South Asia bear
witness 1o this truth. Many
Hindus and Muslims alike glo-
rify their history — that is what
they imagine to be tHeir his-
tory — in ways (hal separate
thein from the other: rather.
pit them against each other.
Thus for decades many
Muslims viewed the Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb as symbol-
izing the sirengths and virtues
of Muslim rule in India. On
their part, Hindu nationalist
presented 1the Maratha chiefl
Sivaji as an embodiment of
Hindu resistance to Muslim
rule. In reality, both were
tragic figures out of cinch with
their own history, signalling
the decline of Indian state-
hood, and the rise of a Eure-
pean empire in India. In this
instance, as mosl recently in
the Babri Mosque dffair. history
became a casualty of communal
myth making.
In the summer of 1990, |
visited h}'ﬂdhya’ and Mathura
ng the cam-
paign which militant Hindu
movements — BJP, VHP, RSS.
and Bajrang Dal — had
launched Lo demolish the Babri
Meosque and build a temple on
the site which they g¢laimed
was the real birth place of Lord
Rama two |or more) thousand
years ago. | was particularly
amazed at two [eatures of this
campaign. The Hindu revival-
ists had put out an enormous
body of publications and 'ed-
ucational material’ on the al-
leged excesses of Muslim rule
in India. and Hindu resistance

— ————

. Fees for American
visa

Sir. Lately the local Amer-
ican Embassy has been
charging 20 US dollar in
Bangladesh currency from
each applicant seeking visa.
The practice is new for rea-
sons best Known to the em-
bassy. Nobody should grudge
paying a charge for visa as
some oither embassies also
charge visa [ee. Bul the fact

that only a handful of appli-
cants. out ol say on average

250. of various categories daily,

are granted US visa inakes the
scenario different. An over-
whelming number of appli-
cants are refused US visa for
various reasons though they
have to pay the entire charge
initially. This appears to be a
little unfair and hurts those
who are refused Lhe visa.

By the rule of thumb it can
be safely gucssed. given the

ever-increasing number of US

visa | seekers, American
Embassy here would be able to
collect around five erore Taka
annually. This money is paid by
Bangladeshis and in local cur-
rency. Diplomatic missions are
established in countries for,
inter alia. promotion of politi-
cal relations, interflow of so-
cio-cultural activities, devel-
opment of business interests
and,. above all, fostering
friendly relations among peo-
ples of respective countries.

Against this backdrop may we

suggest that the huge amount
of money (in Bangladesh con-
text) pooled annually from visa
applicants be channelled to
such service sectors as having
direct bearing on the welfare
of less unfortunate section of
this country's population. Say
for example, a cardio-vascular
hospital, kidney disease hospi-
tal. a modern learning centre
for engineering and technol-
ogy, so on and so forth. The
money could not be put to bet-
ter use and no other effort
would match the good-will of
US government expressed to

 Bangladesh.

Will this expectation be too
much from a friendly country
like US? “

M Gholam Mostaja
257, Elephant Road. Dhaka

. Amar Ekushey
— when?

Sir. The proud nation has
just, observed with due solem-
nity Amar Ekushey' on 21st
February throughout the coun-
iry. The early dawn of the day
this year too saw a sflent flow
of barefoot gratetul millions

e e e e —

the
day?

to it Apart from books, colour-
ful posters portrayed in
graphic detail the presumed
alrocities and heroism of the
Hindu-Muslim encounter in
India Narratives in prose and
songs were also available by the
dozens on audio cassettes. It
seemed impossible to stem
this tide of .invented. poi-
sonous history. To their lasting
credit, the most eminent
among India's historians
openly and consistently de-
bunked the rivivalists' claims,
in the short run they had little
success. Subsequently, their
impact was not inconsiderable.
and the ire against them has
risen in direct preoportion to
the decline of BJP and its an-
cillaries. “‘Tnn historians kay

five Hindustan men kol asthan

mahecon hai,”
B.JP leader

e phenomenon holds also
in Pakisian. There are. how-
ever, underlying dilference be-
lween it and India. One is that
during crucial periods of our
history, governmenis have
lavoured the distortionist and
actively discouraged historical
research, instruction, and in-
quiry. The other significant
difference is that because our
institutions of higher learning
rapidly deteriorated and also
because our insecure rulers —
Mohammed Ziaul Haq occupies
the highest place in this pan-
theon — needed tLhe crutch ol
inverted history. in Pakistan
historians did not thrive anl
history ceased as a subject ol
serious study. Hence in Pak-
istan Lhe inversions of history
are greater .and embraces such
contemporary subjects as the
birth of Pakistan and the views
and personality of its founding
father. But few subjects have
suffered greater disfiguring as
Islam and Muslim history.

On a daily basis Islamm and
its history have been invoked
in Pakistan for more than four
decades. Yet, during all these
years neither religion nor his-
lory has been accorded serious
attention in this country ei-
ther from the state or society.
| know of not a single notewor-
thy work on these subjects to
have been published in Pak-
istan. The curriculum of
deenyat, a compulsory subject
in our schools and colleges. is
almost entirely devoid of a
sense of piety (tagqwa), spiritu-
alism (roohaniyat), or mysti-
cisrn  (tasswuf]. At best it is

cas! in terms of ritualistic for-
malism. At worst, it reduces

Islam to a penal code,

As for history, any historian
of Islam would shudder at what
passes here for instruction in
Islamic¢ history. Three years

says a ranking

- ago, | queried an MA class in

this subject at a major Pak-

the
Shahid Minar, thence to Azim-

procvecding lowards
pur gravevard to payv their
flowery homage to the de-
parted souls of Shahid Salam.
Raliq, Barkat. Jabbar and many
other brave sons, who sacri-
liced their lives to make
Bangla sweel our state lan-
guage. This was an unparal-

*leled and unprecedented his-

torical event that a nation had
to shed blood lor its language.

Now. we are a free nation, a
proud nation. We speak Bangla.
we sing in Bangla, we dream in
Bangla, :

All these happened on the
historical day of 21st February,
1952. Bul is it not a matter of
shame. disgrace and grea‘i ig-
nominy Lhalt the very Amar

Ekushey. the glorious event of |

Bhasha Shahidan has to be ob-
served - every year on gan
English calendar dale i.e. on
21st February. Why not on the
right Falgun day. Should Amar
Ekushey be not observed on
vniucidjnlg Amar Falgun
L

Abul Bashar Mohiucldin
Dhallcar Cent tonmer il

The man from

Moscow

Sir. Because we have to be
in possession, of our faculties,
we perhaps wouldn't be able to
amount as deranged as Mr
Zirinovsky were we given Lo
answer his remarks in New
Delhi. But if the man from
‘Moscow was nol altogether
‘out’, he should jog his memory
to read that Bangladesh was
freed in 1971 not to become
‘acquired’ or 'annexed’ by any
other state. This country is in-

" dependent, soyereign, has its

own international boundary
and does not have any ‘artificial
boundary’ with its neighbour-
ing countries, :

Under his fancied 'broad-
based agreements', perhaps he
loves to see [ndia in a role
same as that played by Russia
presently to Chechnya. But
unmistakably Bangladesh is no
longer a Pakistan, nor a
Chechnya. [f he is so much
worried for 'artificial bound-
aries’ that create ‘unnecessary
complications’, he should put
all his efforts first to remove
such an artificial boundary be-
tween Russia and Chechnya
and then all such boundaries
separating the break-away re-
publiecs to put the former
USSR together!

Champak Barua
Dhaka

istani University. None of the
25 odd students there had an
inkling of the issues which de-
fined the first major schism in
Islamic history — the Khawariji
movement. None gave a satis-
factory explanation of the
Ash’'arite doctrine and its place
in Muslim theological devel-
opment. And only one had an
inkling about the Mu'tazila —
woh acchay log anheen thhy.
unki fikr men dahriyat ke
anaasir thay (They were not
good people. There were ele-
ments of atheism in their
thought). We are witnessing, |
had then thought. 'the end of
history in Pakistan. [(Francis
Fukuyama had not yet come
out with his arcane thesis
about history's end). | was
wrong of course, for this sort
of ignorance, being widely cul-
tivated in our colleges and uni-
versities, can produce a history
of sorts,

The history thus produced
shall bear but a remote,
formalistic relationship to the
past, and provide no positive
links whatsoever to the future.
For the past is not being
viewed critically of creatively
in most post-colonial societies.
Take the Muslim world as a
whole. For three centuries, it
has been in steady decline. Yet,
few Muslim intellectuals have
inquired with a degree of
rigour and honesty into the
causes ol this decline. It is only

when oune identities 1the prob- -
s e that one sceeks solat

Uns

in the 19th century Syed
Ahmed Khan inguired loudily
into the causes of Muslim de-
cline; and sought L0, overcome
it with reformist zeal The lit-
tle that the sub continent's
Musiims accompiished in sub
sequent decades. they owed
to his critical iotelleet.
Similar efforts were made in
the Olioman empire, and
among Iranian constitutional-
ists of the laie Qajar period.
the Mushim tragedy is that sub-
sequent generations failed to
build meaningfully on this re-
formist beginnings
Politics are at the roots of
this failure. For politics shape
the intellectual environment
Isolated, illegitimate rulers no
less than sectarian movements

employ history and religion as

ideoclogical weapons and ma
nipulative devices. Their ap-

peal falls often on receptive
ears When the present Is

painfully replete with inequal-
ittes and frustrations, and the
future holds little promise
people. specially young people,
turn to the past. The less they
understand the past. the more
they are prone to glorify,
imagine, and invent it. The
past then becomes the anchor
of their hopes and their frus-
trations. The phenomenon is
often, and wrongly | believe,
identified as fundamentalism.
The author is a US based
Professor of Political Science.
who contributes regularly to
newspapers in the Midedle Fust
arwld Pakistan He sont s this
h o hn fian

Looklng back at

March towards Independence |

March 14, 1971

Zulfigar Al Bhutto said that the Awami

had shown

itself against discussion outside the Assembly, and its leader

Insiste

on resolving all issues within the Assembly. In -this

context. Bhutio, asked why the Awami League had now

come lorward with four "conditions™ that were decided
outside the Assembly He stated that his had made the
‘utmost eflorts’ to arnve al an understanding with the ma-

jority party outside the Assemblv on the constitutional issue,
and "if the Awami lLeague is not willing to this, we are

helpless
Mr Bhuitto said his party was sull willing to sit with the
majoerity  in the Assembly (o frame Pakistan's

comprehensive constitution which would ensure. the soli-
darity ol the country and prosperity for its people. He uﬂ
of those

Sheikh Mujib 10 ignore "advice and counsel”

had been rejecicd v 1he people in the last electipn.
Meanwhile 1 .. Press conference, the Baluch political

leader Nawal, Akbar Khan Bugti, called upon president

Yahya Khan 1« iransier power immediately to the of

the majoriiy party
tional Assembiy

hefore the commencement of the Na-
Alter his recent visit to Dacca. he believed

that Maulina Bhashani was the only leader who was in favour
of separation ol East Pakistan. Sheikh Mujib. he felt, was in-
terested i keeping the country united: Sheikh -m
can rule the whole country, why should he be content

only hall of it” He said all four demands of Sheikh Mujib

should he accepted

Bugti also wen! on to criticise Bhutto, alleging that Bhutto had not
even touched upon the constitutional crisis during his talks with
Sheikh Mujilb Lut had confined discussions to “sharing power at the

e e

He rharged that Bhutto did not believe in democtacy. was a

product of dictatorship and weuld go to the extent of breaking up the
umity f Pakislan (o gain power In a statefnent to the Press at Lahore,
Viee dresident of the Pakistan Demoeratic Party. Maj-Gen (rtd)
Sarl.ss Khan suggested the formation of an interim representative
Cawwe riument at the Centre by the leader of the majority party “under

the i»

vrall vmbrella of Martial Law

i
legum Tahira Massod. a eader of the Bahawalpur United Fromt.

addressing 4 public merting in Karachi. urged the lifting of Martial

Law and the transfer of power to the elerted representatives of the
prople. She sverely criticised Bhuso for his “provocative statements
and undemocratic atiitude ~ History she said. would never forgive -
Ohupto lor creating thi< political cTises

_ _

(Compiled by Rashida Ahmad)

By W

Untying the Gordian Knot of O

AS

''At Stake is the Credibility and Surv

3 OF INTERVIEWS AND ARTICLES ON THE CURRENT POLITICAL CRISIS

Politics

ival -

of Democracy as a System...."

Kazi Fazlur Rahman was an Adviser in the Interim Government headed
by Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed. As a career civil servant, he served as
Member of the Planning Commission and Secretary of various ministries
including Energy, Education and ERD. He was also a member of the
Executive Board of the Asian Development Bank. Following are his
responses to The Daily Star questionnaire :

The Daily Star (DS) : What,
according to you, are the re¢a-
sons for the present political
stalemate? What is the way
out? Please elaborate your per-
sonal views on what should be
the next step.

Kari Fazlur Rahman (IKFR) :
The reason lor the present

~ stalemate is basically one —

mutwal kwck of trust between
the party in power and the
Opposition. Each side begins
with a premise that the other
side instead ol really seeking a
solution is really acting with
detiberate deviousness. Some-
times it seems that the indi-
viduals spf-akin;; for the parties
are more inlenf on scoring a
debauny powit than resolving a
real erisis. Leaders do not talk
o cach otlier: rather they, if at
Al 1alk at cach other. Sterile

csemantics ainidd legalism — what

cunstitines o proper “invita-
tion tur n dialoguc or when a
‘resignaton” is nol a resig-
lation ew. — become more
important than the substance.
An vurdinary citizen like me
cainol help feeling that he is
witnessing the acting out of a
shiadow play. amd that in a slow
oL,

The only way out is to bring

about an earlv end of what The

Daily Star Edinor in a recent
signed article aptly termied as
"the dialugue of the deal”. In
its place a proper dialogue be-
fitting responsible and mature
political leaders entrusted
with the life and destiny of
120 million people must en-
sLie. " '

The temptations Lo score
puinks and being “clever-by-

hall” has to cease. Evervone -

must realise that what is at
stake is mmuch meore than the
chairs of office. At stake is the
«wredibility and survival of
democracy as a system of gov-
crmance and a vehicle for the
social and economic progress
of the nation. -
Government and the Oppo-
sition have to cooperate to end
the present stalemate. Prime
Minister's declaration of intent
to Lalk, even if qualified by
adding "il necessary”. is a suit-
able starting point. and should
Lee translated into concrele ac-
tion without anw further delay.

citisctis o e “Utreet e
there is no doubt that at least
ninety ol them. regardless of
party affiltations, will state that
Lalks are "necessary” and right
now. The onus for initiating a

meaningful, serious dialogue

lies with the government party
as the senior partner in the
democratic system. To allay
any misgiving deliberate
dilatoriness, sucH a dialogue
should perhaps have a definite
timetable.

| believe that a basis for
such a dialogue already exists.
Prime Minister has already de-
clared her intention to step
dawn from her office before
the general election. Leader of
the Opposition has agreed to
accept the President, despite
his political affillation, as the
head of the government for a
period immediately prior to
and during the general elec-
tion. In a sense, what other is-
sues are still to be settled con-
stitute only detalls

Once an agreement is

worked out, legal or constitu-
tional issues should not prove
any insurmountable hurdles.
There are more than enough
highly competent legal exper-
Llise available in both the camps
lo give any agreement a legal
cloak. In the last resort, even a
reference to the Supreme
Court fur advice could be
made, if found unavoidable.

DS : Everybody is talking
about elections, but when it
should be held — within the

few months, or later in
the year, or at its schedule
time, early next year? Suggest
measures to be taken for the
timing of your choice. '

KFR : Timing of the election
should be a matter to be de-
cided by agreement between
the party in power and those
in opposition in the course of
the proposed dialogue. If the
dialogue. heaven forbids, fails
to produce any solution within
the stipulated time-frame, the

election has to be held as soon .

as legally possible. Even in the
UK or for that matter other
parliamentary democracies,
there are not many instances
for delaying elections till the
last possible day.

DS . How to ensure an in-
dependent Election Commis-
sion? What are the pros and
cons of the EC Bill passed?

KFR : It is not hew much
independence or authority the
Election Commission enjoys on
paper, but how. effectively it
exercises the same in practice.
It is doubtful if the constitu-
tions ®f India -or Sri Lanka
bestow significantly greater
power or authority, as com-
pared to Bangladesh, to their
ECs. Yel none can question
their independence or author-
ity, or the credibility of the
elections conducted by them.

1 feel that the Election
Comimission has contributed
substantially to the current
impasse by its unwillingness or
inability to exercise effectively
and consistently even the
powers and authority it already
enjoys.

Even under the current
laws and rules, every candidate
is required with a stipulated
date following the elections to
submit [ull statements on
his/her election expenses
along with the sources of [i-
nancing. Is it being strictly
enforced? Has any action, as
stipulated by law. been ever
taken against any defaulter?

The current laws and rules
further lay down restrictions
on the sizes and colours of
election posters and locations
and sizes of the election
camps. In how many cases the
EC has acted, even before iis
very eyes in the city of Dhaka
against blatant violations in
these respects? Has it ever
tried to check the use of gov-
ernment vehicles or other offi-
cial facilities sometimes being
used by persons holding offi
cial positions while engaged I
party election work? What
about taking actions to stop al
location of extra funds or other
official largesse {ust before the
election? Mr Sheshan in India
can do it Will it be too much

to expect our own Chiel Elec-

. tion Commissioner to have a

try at i?

It is a sad fact that most
CECs in the Pakistan days and
afterwards in independent
Bangladesh had dismally failed
to discharge properly the sa-
cred responsibilities entrusted

to them. 'See no evil. and hear

no evil appear to have been °*

their guiding principle. Quite a
few of the Chief Election
Commissioners had used .their
offices as the stepping stones
to higher offices. even un-
elected political ones. Some
other were found wanting,
perhaps because of the lack of
any administrative or manage-
rial experience.

To ensure credibility to the
independence of the EC, the
Chief Election Commissioner
on completion of his tenure
must be, by law, disqualified
from holding any electoral of-
fice or office of profit in the
gift of any government. This
exalted office should be his last
one. The same should apply in
case of Election Commissions,
the post of CEC being the only
exception, -

Further, it has to be re-
alised that conducting a na-
tional election is vastly com-
plex and gigantic administra-
tive and managerial task. This
calls for much more than the
finest of legal knowledge and
ability to dispense justice in a
court room. That is why India
or Sri Lanka, even with their
outstanding judicial luminar-
ies, do not seek to find CECs
from among the honourable
justices. Yet, there has been no
lack of confidence in these
neighbouring countries in re-
spect on independende or im-
partiality of the Election
Cominissions.

DS : How to formulate a
code of conduct for pelitical
parties to hold elections? How
to ensure the implémentation
of such a code?

KFR : A code of conduct is
absolutely necessary. There are
excellent models, already
tested in pracllcm even in the
neighbouring Countries which
could be adapted to our use,
Such a code must be enforce-
able under law. Serious infrac-
tions of the code should not
only invalidate the election but
also attract specific penal ac-
tion.

Cases relating to the breach
of the code must be dealt with
utmost expedition by selting
up courts exclusively for the
same. One réason why, even

new. many camdidiates delibes
ately commit election offences
under the current ruiles is the
knowledge that election cases
lake Lar oo long to reach a
conclusion. More likely than
not. the electural term will be

nearly over by the time 1he 1
nal judgment 18 rendered
when even declaring his elec
Lo void will b inlrec tuous

(35 What are vour views o
the need lor COniterised

volers st atud mleniy « ards™
oot W Enisuire Lt elee s
without teem?” 11 we wanl
them, what should be the time

frame tor clections?

e R e R

KFR . Cuinpulerised voters'
list and identity cards will
surely help. But it would Be
naive to assume that these will
solve all or even the major
problems., What good will the
identity card do if the voters
are physically prevented from
turning up at the polling cen-
tre? Or polling agents are not
in a position to check and
challenge any discrepancy be-
tweert the face of the bearer
and the face on the card? Or
folowing the time-honoured
tradition. ballot papers are just
stutied into the box? If all such
practices can be prevented, a
reasonably fair election can be
conducted even  before . the
identity cards are ready.

DS”: We hear a lot about
black money being a factor in
the next election. What are
your suggestions Lo make elec-
tion funding transparent and
accountable?

KFR : The most obvious so-
lution is for the political par-
ties to refrain from giving
nominations to persons hold-
ing black money. Such individ-
uals are noi exactly unidentifi-
able.

Election Commission has to
be far more serious than in the
past in enforcing the ceilings
on election expenses and in
scrutinising the sources of
such funds. Black money is
rarely used for direct outright
bribing of individual voters. I
finds its mwore ellective use in
hiring and equipping
‘mastans” to intimidate the
volters and terrorise the oppo-
nents. Il the ‘mastans” are
prevenited rom operating. the
size and nuubers ol election
calps are regulated. the rules
regarcing sizes and colours of
posters ele are enforced. black
money will lose much of its ef-
lectiveness.

[¥S : What are your views on
the mechanism under which
the next election should be
held? What aboul constitu-

Livnal amendments?

KFR : My response to the
first question. | believe, largely
covers this '

DS - Do you think that there
should be some sort of political
understanding between the
ruling party and the Opposi-
tion to ensure a free and fair
election? Is such understand-
ing possible? If ves, then what
should be the next step? If
not, why not?

KFR | For the sake ot the fu-
ture of democracy and ensur-
ing social and economic
progress of the country, there
has 1o be not only understand-
ing but also active cooperaton
hetween the rniling party and
the Opposition The alternative
s oo @iim eveln (o contem
plate And as | have already
inentoned, the basis for such
understanding already exists.




