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Bridge badly needed to
link Ashuganj-Bhairab

BRAHMANHBARIA Mar 12
In the absence of Ashuganj
Bhairab connecttig bridge over
the river Meghna hundreds ol
passengers and vehicles re
main stranded every day lor
hours together to avail the in
sufficient nmll faulty ferry ser-
vices, reporis LINB

According to official
sources. hundreds of passen
ger buses. (rucks, government
and private cars and jeeps to
and from Brahmanbaria, Hobi-
ganj. Moulvibazar., Sunamganj
and Sylhet districts ply over
the Dhaka-Brahmanbaria-Syl-
het highways round the clock
for their destinations. -

But due (o want of the
bridge, the road communica-
tion is being hawmpered sus-
taining loss to the business
community and much time to
the pundreds of passengers as
they are to wait for hours to-
gether for ferry services.

The bridge connecting the
two river ports--Ashuganj and
Bhairab Bazar — will remove
the hazards of the ferry boats
which take over an hour to
move from one side to another.

Moreover, the situation aggra-
vailes during Lthe foggy weather,
local people said.

On the other hand, busi-
ness cominunity have been
facing ppoblems for the ship-
ment of foodgrains and other
goods for the faully ferry ser-
vices

The easy transporiation of
merchandise from Ashuganj to
Bhajrab Bazar and vice versa is
also hindered greatly due to
want direct road link between
the two river ports. Besides,
heavy commercial dealings like
shipment of foodgrains and
fertilisers beiween the two
ports are being done by cargo
vessels with high carrying cost.

With the rﬂnélructmn of
the bridge. connecting the two

~river ports. will expedite the

commercial activities greatly
and minimise the cost for the
benefit of the people, local
husinessmen said.

Local leaders have urged
the government to take im-
mediate steps for the con-
struction of much needed
bridge.

Dropout in pry schools | rise

"Parents choose their
kids as helping hands'"

NATORE Mar 12: The nu-
mber_of dropout children in
primary schools is increasing
day by day in the district as
they are compelled to engage
in different odd jobs for their
livelihood, reports UNB.

According to sources, a
large number of children aged
between 8 and 12 years are be-
ing engaged in income gener-
ating works like day labourers,
cow boys or rickshaw-pullers,

Most of the parents who
think their children as helping
hands to earn money, cannot
afford the educational ex-
penses for their children and
due to lack of consciousness,
do not encourage education for
their children, it is learnt,

Consequently such children
wha turn into labgurers and

earn bread for their poverty
stricken families, get -poor
wages in exchange of hard
labour.

Moreover, a large number
of farm labourers with their
children go distance places in
search of work to get more
wages during the harvesting
Seasor.

Meanwhile, primary
schools of the remote area
have been facing shortage
students hampering the pro-
gramme of Education For All
by the year 2000.

Local elite have urged the
authorities concerned to take
proper, steps for arousing con-
ciousness among the poor
guardians to educate their
children tor the success of the
programine.

Frequent loadshedding
in Shariatpur district

By Staff Correspondent

SHARIATPUR. Mar 12: The
people of Shariatpur distriet
have been passing miserable
lile as loadshedding continues
since February 25 last.

Sources said. two (rans-
formers at the district town
went out of order on February
25 last and the Power Devel-
opment Board is now supply-
ing electricity to only three,
out of six thanas of the distrh:*t
at a time.

Local mills. factories, in-
dustries and around 300 [RRI
blocks are being affected due
to this loadshedding. People
whn went to village home dur-
ing ’Eid had 1o pass suffocating
life. The defective transform
ers are nol repairable and no
step has vet been taken to re-
place them. seurces said.

trict town had been included
in the l6o-town electrification
project. "“Though the project
works have been completed in
most of the districts under the
scheme there is no possihilily
of completing the works in

Shariatpur even within 1wo
monihs

The PDB oflicials in Shari-
atpur have expressed help-
lessness and blamed® the
higher authority for not re-
sponding their requisitions
and thereby creating this situa-
tion. Nobody was available for
any comment in the PDB
Dhaka office.

The PDB officials in Shari-
atpur also said that they have
been running office w'llh one-
third of the required man-

Meanwhile. Shariatpur dis- _ power
From 2 thanas of Narsingd:

850 bags of fertilizer

seized 1n one week

NARSINGDI, Mar 12: Police
and district administration
seized B850 bags of fertiliser
from Palash and Shibpur

thanas of the district last
week. reports UNB
Thana Nirbahi Officer of

Palash Abdul Moyeen seized
two trucks carrying 20 metric
tons of lertiliser in 400 bags
from Ghorasal area on March
2.

The dealer of the seized
fertiliser could not be identi-
fied till filing this report.

ASP (Circle)] and OC of
Shibpur pelice station. acting
on secret information, raided a

godown at Shibpur Bazar and
recovered 250 bags of fer-
tiliser on March 1.

They also seized another
200 .bags of fertilizers while
being taken from Shibpur to
Kishoregan| area on March 2
for selling in the black-market.

The dealer of the seized
fertilizers was identified as
Chairman of Masimpur UP
Farhad Hossain. A case has
been filed against him with
Shibpur PS. However,
was arrested yet by the police.

Meanwhile, farmers, stu-
dents and people from all
walks of life brought out a pro-
cession on March 8-at Raipura-

Considerable fall in bamboo output
from 6 southern districts

BARGUNA, Mar 12: Bamboo
production in six southern dis-
tricts of Barisal Division has
been ‘decreasing coensiderably
hampering the bamboo-based
cottage industries and making
and repairing of thatched
dwelling houses. reports UNB.

The bamboo clusters in this
region are decaying due to lack
of proper maintenance and
systematic plantation. Bamboo
yield is almost negligible in the
existing bamboo clusters.

The owners of bamboo clus-
ters are ignorant of proper
methodological process of

bamboo plantation. They do
not make any attempt to save
the bamboo clusters from de-
caying.

Agricultural experts said
proper care and rearing would
enable a bamboo plant to yield

at least 14 to 20 new sprouts a
year. But under the natural
process, a bamboo plant yields
only two or three new sprouts.

Local people said the agri-
cultural department should
take necessary steps to save
the bamboo plants from decay-

g,
There are countless bamboo

clusiers in the southern region
ol the country including
greater Barisal and Patuakhali
districts. But now the exis-
tence of bamboo is at stake,
Besides, due to indiscrimi-
nate uprooting of clusters exis-
tence of bamboo is threatened.
After cutting the plants, the
roots gre lifted at random and
being sold in market as fuel as
the owners think the sprout
will grow automatically.
Bamboo roots as being used

in cooking and even in the
brick fields as fuel. Conse-
quently the tender bamboo
plants are being des :

Bamboo is widely used as
raw materials in manufacturing
paper and in making kutcha
houses in rural areas of the
country.

But the paper mills are nqw
using imported pulps due to
shortage of bamboo. The poor
and middle class section of
people are also facing prob-
lems in making their houses
for the same reason.

Moreover, the bamboo-
based cottage industries are af-
fected badly due to scarcity
and high price of bamboo and
many people have already de-
serted their occupation and

passing their days in great
hardship.

A young enthuswstzc artiste

GAIBANDHA. Mar 12: Md
*Al-Amin, is an energetic
youngman and an actor and di-
reclor in the field of stage
drama. He started his career as
an amateur actor in theatre
froin his boyhood and had

keen interest Lo be a profes-

Md Al-Amin

sional aclor-cum-director in
draimna and theatre world.
Thin-bodied Al-Amin en-

tered first in the drama world
when he was a student of class
V1. Almost surprisingly he got
an opportunity for appearing in
the stage with a role of jobless
voungboy in Baper Beya a co-
median drama. This was his

first performance in drama
and stepped in (he drama
world which later brought

wide appreciation from some
experience circles

Born in 1969, Al-Amin
stuched at Gaibandha Govt.
High School and graduated
trom Gafhandha College. He

joined 'Padakkhep . a local
dramatic club in 1986 as a
founder member and

consequently became
leader of the organisation. Al-
Amin is an Iinhabitant of
Gaibandha Pourashava. Still he
is actively involved with
Padakkhep. During the tenure
ol a decade he gained enough
reputation and recognition as a
successful stage actor, play-
wriler and director

in 1986 he played a role in
drama. Patale Haspataley writ-
tenn by Hasan Azizur Huq that
was prm;iuu-r’i by Pudakkhep
In 1987 he played another role

Al-Amin playving a role

Hashpatale

the -

From Rezaul Hoque

in Aboruddha Shaheed Minar,
written by Mollah Azizur Rah-
man. In the same year he
played an important role in the
Charidekay Kaker Daak and in
Choweza Chouza Binishchoy of
Prof. Momtazuddin Ahmed.
During this period he directed
a political melo-drama, Kalk-
lash, written by Monsur Reza.
[rr 1988 he played a role in a
political historié drama. Kaler
Shakhmi by Shah Alam. In the
same vear he directed a com-
edy drama. Fashader Dinkal of
Shah Alam.

In 1989 he played anm im-
portant role in the rama Ma-
chine, adopted from 'The good
and faithful servant' of 'Joe
Orton' as an mine labour. He
directed a social drama, Sang-
bad Cartoon by Salim Aldin in
the same vear.

In 1991 street drama be-
came popular in the district.
During which Al-Amin di-
rected a political melo-drama,
Prekichapot Ganotantro. During
the same time he acted in
Drama Adaab produced by
Padakkhep.

In 1992 Al-Amin directed
two dramas under tHe produc-

on Freedom fighting.

Taking the drama as his
only profession Al-Amin joined
the Environmental Theatre of
Space and Acting Research
centre of Ashish Khandker in-
corporated with Graduate Na-
tional School of Drama in New

Delhi. He worked as an actor'

and researcher in two plays
namely, Mohammed Amin

~ staged on the pond of Dhaka

University Art Institute in
1992 and second was Mri-

tikker Compass staged in
Modhu's Canteen of Dhaka
University in 1994. He joined
Dhaka Theatre as a freélance
actor and workshop instructor
where he acted in drama, Ghar
Jamai.

During the tenure of his ca-
reer so for he received a num-
ber of awards. In 1989 he re-
ceived award as best actor in
Interdistrict Drama Competi-
tion arranged by Nahabat
Naitay Sangstha, Badergan] for
his outstanding performance
in, Patale Haspataley. Again In
1994 he was given award as
best actor in Phe role of Peter
Rozario, a labour leader of coal

mine in the drama. 'Machine’

s

Al-Amin playing a role in the drama titled Batashe Lasher

Gandha.

tion of Padakkhep, one is
political melo-drama, Golmaler
Azom and another one |s
Batashey Lasher Gondha based

in the drama titled Patale
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arranged by Gaibandha Drama
Club in 1994 during the inter-
district drama competition. In
ihe same year Rangpur Naitay
Chakra awarded him as best
actor.

In an interview with The
Daily Star, young Al-Amin ex-
pressed his desire to build his
career as a drama artiste and
wishes to continueé with his
performances in the field of
stage drama through which so-
cietymen may get some food
for thought toward the ra-
tonalisation of the society. Ac-
cording to the opinion of Al-
Amin, soclety which already
lost moral values he beljeves,
could be renovated
dramas. a live focus of social

Amin further said that ottres
entertainment medias like
movies, video and TV pro-
gramme turned to an artificial
nature and polluted by obscene
flims which simply contributed
to society toward erosion.

through_

'

Journalists in
Barisal protest

terrorist act

‘From Staff Correspondent
BARISAL, Mar 12: m

journalists here have decideq
not to cover the news of the
Jidistrict and the police admin-
istrations until the persons

who had hurled crackers at
their function on Friday were
punished.

Some unidentiﬂed miscre-
ants exploded crackers at a
function at the Aswini Kumar
Hall where the local journalists:
accorded a reception to two
senior journalists, S Ali Mah-
mud and Shadhin Sen.

Two youngmén-_--
found dead

PABNA. .Mar 12! Two
youngmen were found dead in
a field at Char Dada village in
Ishurdi thana of the district
Saturday, reports UNB.

They were chopped to
death and their faces burnt

with ackd. Identities of the de- |

reased cduld not be known:
On information from the vil-
lagers., police went to the

scene and found the dead

men. aged between 25 and 30.
A case has been registered
at Ishurdi police station.

Shaj adpur to -
have fire
station soon

PABNA, Mar 12: A fire sta-
tion will be built at Shajadpur

in the district at a cost of Tk

two crore, reports UNB.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury laid the foundation
of the fire station on Friday.

The minister later address-
ing a public meeting said the
politics of BNP government is
the  politics of development,
"So all efforts of the present
governmen!t are directed to-
wards socio-economic uplift of

the country.”
Matin Chowdhury said a

new trend of development had
been created in all sectors of
the country. "Unforeseen steps
had been taken in education,
communication
sectors,.” he added.
The Hoaune Minister said if
this trend continues, socio-
economic condition of the
courntry would change posi-
tively in a short period of time.

One killed in
road mishap

MANIKGANJ, Mar 12: A
young motor-cycle rider was
killed and a co-passenger was
seriously injured when a
speeding truck hit their mo-
tor-cycle on the Dhaka-Aricha

Highway Saturday, police and -

hospital sources here said, re-
ports UNB.

Motor cyclist, Gobindo
Bosak. 25, a businessman of
Daulatpur thana, died on the
spot. While, the fellow traveller
Abdul Karim, 28, a police offi-
cer'of the same thana, was
admitted to Utholi Thana
Health Complex with s.erinus
injury.

The motor cyclists were
victimised when a truck hit
their two-wheeler from behind
at Pachuria under Ghior thana
that evening. They were going
to Daulatpur from Manikganj.

Police seized the truck, but
the driver of the truck man-
aged to flee from the scene. A
case was filed with the Ghier
Police Station in this connec-

Smuggled goods
" recovered in
Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA. M A BDR
team of 21 Rifles Battalion

' Satkhira recovered smuggled

goods worth Taka 14 lakh 71
thousands from boat in the
river Koira recently.

Acting on secret informa-
tion, the BDR team raided the
boat and recovered the smug-
gled goods which included
bronze and brass bearings.
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SYLHET Khondaker Abdul Malik, MP handing over a cheque for Taka 6,000 to Alhaj Badrul |

|slam. Advisor, Fulkurir Asar, a children organisation recently.
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and other

Poor 5awalis, victims
of man-eater hgers

Frnm A.bu Ahmed

SATKHIRA: Majida Khatun, wife of Mozahar Gazi of
Baramoukatla under Shyamnagar thana  is leading a

miserable life with her children.

~ SATKHIRA, Mar 114 Jebun-
nesa Bewa. 27, has no bound of
sorrows as she is passing her
days in extreme hardship fol-
Jlewing her husband's, a wood
cutler. death who was killed by
a tiger in the Sundarbans. Her
husband, Mohor All Gazi, 32,
was a traditional wood cutter
or bawali in the Sandarban.
Four years back he along with
his companions went to cut
wood in the deep jungle. A
man-eater tiger swooped on
them and snatched Mohor Gazi
in the jungle and killed him.
His companions could not help
him in anyway.

Jebunnessa with her threu
children 1s miow wuﬂting as a
maid servant! in neighbour's
house to feed her children.
She sold her two bighas of land
at throwaway prices. Her poor
father could not help in main-
taining her family.

séveéral Hundred women
with their children like Je-
bunnessa all of whbse husbands
have been victims of man-eat-
ing tigers have been passing
days in hardship. Their hus-
bands had become prey of the
man-eater tigers. Many such
families having similar stories
to tefl can beé located inMun-
shiganj, Banshepur. Harinagar,
Bhetkhali, Pratapnagar, Kaik-
hali, Baniakhali, Burigoalini,
Datikhali, Biralakshmi, Gabura.
Iswaripur, Noabiki, Khajra and
Bagheli in the Sundarban areas.

Majeda Khatun, .26, of wil-
lage Boro Monkatla in Shyam-
nagar thana has also lost her

— Star photo

husband the same way. Her
husband, Mozahar Gazi, 35,
had gone to catch fish in the
Sundarban area three years
back and never returned. A
man-eater tiger took him away
and killed him.

Majeda has one son and two |
daughterS. She possesses no
land and has taken shelter on
others land. She gets no work
or ways to feed herself and her
children. Another woman,
Jarhila Khatun., 36, "whose hus-"
band was also killed by a tiger
five years back: is also passing
her days in great miseries. Her
husband Mohammad Ali had

to deep forest in Sundar-

to-collect wood. He never
came back as he was kﬂlcd by
a tiger in the jungle.

Jamila with her four sons
and one daughter gets no
means to survive. She is now
begging door to door to main-
tain her family.

The Forest Department
keeps records of these bawalis
who go to the Sundarban with
legal passegs. However, when
they die they do not get any
help from the government, it
is learned. .

Other than the approved
bawalis others who became
prey to th€ man-eater tigers,
has no record of their fate.

Local people said the Forest
Department should help these
families in rehabilitating them
by providing ptacing them in
small and cottage industries so
that they can earn for their

.

livelihood.
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