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Reliving the 1971 Days
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by Gemini Wahhayj

There's a sirange excitement in the Dhaka
4l Dinner conversations have returned to a
fainiliar topic — stories of 1971.

"So tell me,” says your normally restless
ieenager. where were you on the 26th
March?”

"Ah, that's a long story.,” you say. chewing

some betel leal. "Now, let's see ...

As soon as one person starts, others can't
wait (o fill in with their own experiences. The
trouble with 1971 is that everyone remembers
semething. Even the 23-year-old is quite vocal
on the subject.

‘I remember perfectly,” says he,
been Borm—~—. pe_ il

There is no end to the val"lﬂjr 6T slories that
can be told. There are the campus stories from
BLUET and Dhaka University professors, your
Dh ndi aunt's tale about how the army had
searched the house looking for your cousin.

- thrillers about adventurous escapes to village
homes, firsthand freedom fighter accounts,
your maid's blood-chilling tale of how they
burned down her basti, and even some good
ones from your uncle who was stationed in
Pakistan.

‘Bhabi, do you remember?" asks one neigh-

‘bour of another. "You moved into our flat and
we lived in the dark for three days. Ooh. how

"I had juat

scary. There was shooting all night and all day.

=00y people died. But we were so proud.”
Fhieny there are shaheed stories:. Every fam-
Wy knows countless people who died in those

few mmonths,  from March till December.
Every persori saw a dead body lying on the

" street. There is silence around the table for a

few minutes. as we feel again, oh so intensely.
the injustice ot 1971, the chaos, the losses,
the tright. and the anger of an entire nation.

1971 reflections aren't limited (o dinner
conversations only. The School teacher comes
up with a most original topic for essay class:
Write about your feeling of 1971. Of course,
this topic is becoming increasingly difficult
with the passing véars. The sixth-grader with
no liberation war memories starts with fincer-
tain ideas and themes. But some of them still
manage to recreale the glorious past. Even
different Dhaka areas reverberate with war
memories, like the entire university zone from
Dhaka Medical College to BUET campus.

Each liberation war story. whether sad or
funny, is a proud tribute to all the events of
1971. And theyre all the better because you
can end with the best of them all:

"And then on 16th December...,” you begin.

You pause and look around the table at all the '

smiling faces, "On 16th December. the Pak-
istand army surrendered . ”

- 3 killed in separate incidents

By DMCH Cnrre spondent.

YAl least Lhree persons were
killed while one reportedly
commitied suicide in the city

Saturday.

A «dayv labourer was killed
}...rh#:n ail electric pole suddenly

Hospital

P

the Dhaka Medical Eelltgt
(DMCH]
succumbed to his injuries at 6

A baby. 3. and her mother
were injured when a speeding A

L]

while crossing the road at
Dakhin Khan under Uttora po-
lice station Friday afternoon.

Chakura breathed her last at
the DMCH early Saturday.

where he

hivusewile reportedly

Ultra-modern
cardiovascular

hospital being
set up at Tongi

An ultra-modern cardiovas-
cular hospital well-equipped
lor open hearl surgery is being
sel up near the capital at a cost
ul Tk 21 crore. reports UNB.

A consortiuim ol three na-
{ionalised commercial banks —
sonalis Janata-and Agrani — is

financing (he’ private-sector
projeclt 4l Tongl, which will
conduct 100 open heart

SUIgery every year.

The planned Khairurinessa
Memorial Medical Centre, to
be compleited by December,
1996, with a residential ca-
pacily ol B6 patients initially,
will provide treatment to all
sorts of heart ailments.

Every year., the medical
centre will be capable of pro-
viding treatment,
installation of pacemaker and
replacement of wvalves, to
nearly 15.000 heart patients.

The consortium signed an
agreement at the Sonali Bank
headquarters on Saturday with
the entrepreneurs from the

district ol Sylfet for ﬂnam:lng
the medical c:ntre

Teachers'team
meets Biswas

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yestertlay called upon
the unemployed youths of the
country for initiating self-em-
ployment projects with a view

to establishing themselves as

earning members in the soci-
ety. reports B3S,

He said such projects would
ease the problem of unem-
ployment in the country, while
talking to a group of teachers
of the Akbar Ali Khan Techni-
«£al College of Comilla when
they called on him at Bangab-
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Members of the consortium of Sonali, Janata and Agrani Bank seen signing the agreement ut
the bormll Bank head nfﬁce in the city on Saturday.

Tk 140 crore DCC prOJects
carried out in one yr

~Dhaka Yily Corporation

IDCC) has implementied 1.100
projects at a cost ol Taka 140

crore during the last one year,
reports BSS. =

The projects included con-
struction of aboul three hun-

dred kilometler road. one hun-:

dred kilometer drain. and de-
velopment and reconstruction

of 10 kilometer fooipath. Be-

sides, works of 24 ‘special
projects of Taka 7.5 crore of
DCC are progressing fast to-

" ward completion.

Eleven foot over bridges are
under construction at a cost of
Taka 1.2 crore in different
parts of the city. Moreover
works for expanding the Far-
mgate overbridge is progress-

b ing fast to facilitate the pades-
trians.

: L
It said 20 demountable con-
tainer have already been in-

Temperature may rise

Weather inay remain dry over the country with temporary
partly cloudy sky ower Dhaka, Khulna divisions and the

-regions of Pabna and Sythet in the next 12 hours ending 6 am

today. reports LUNB.

Day temperature may rise by 2-3 dtgmc Ee]siua over thl:
country during the period. Met Office forecasts.

No appreciable change is likely to occur in the next two
davs but il may deteriorate in the following week. weather-

men said.

The sunsets ten:lay at 6.7 pm and rises on Tuesday at 6.9

Al

Temperature readings and humidit}r percentage rmurded~

yesterday ig major cities of the country were:

stalled with the financial assis-
tance ol World Bank for re-
moval of garbages under the
corporation’'s environmert

Daily Star
statt mugged

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers snatched gold or-
namernis and cash from a [e-
male employee of The Daily
Star veslerday morming.

Two armed muggders way-
laid Nasreen Akhter ai
Jatrabarl in the city at about 8
am when she was coming from
her residence to the office by
an autorickshaw.

The hijackers; took awav

gold “ chain, earrings worth
about Tk 9.5 thousand and
Taka 1.5 thousand from

Nasreen. a stall of the reading

section ol the daily.

Local people caught one of
the muggers Abul Kalam Azad.
27, and handed in over to the
Demra police. The other one
managed Lo decamp. .

A case has been filed with

the Demra thang in this con-

nection, -

Buses, trucks
stranded
in ferry ghats

Several hundred night coa-
ches and trucks with a large
number ol passengers were

stranded since Saturday mid-

promotion programme, Mea-
sutres are being taken to install”
denmumah;e containers in ev-
ery point ol the city-so that
garbages ol the whole eity can

be removed quickl:,r and effec-
leely

Under Lthe same pro-
granme werks of sanitary land

filling are L,mng on at Maluaﬂ

with the garbages removed
fronmy dilterent parts of the city,

The Daily Star 3

Programmes to
observe birth
anniversary

of. Bangabandhu

The 75th birth anniversary
ol. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mn-
jibur Rahman will be observed

on March 17 in a befitting
mannet, BSS reports quoting a
press releasé of the Joy Bangla
Sangskritik Oikya Jote. The
jote has taken an elaborate
programmes in this regard.

« O the day. wreaths will be
place at the portrait of Banga-
bandhu at the Barigabandhu
Bhaban and at the mazar of the
late leader at. Tungipara in the
morring separately, °

A  two-day long ﬂultura]

I‘.u'm:tinne will also be hell:l at
Tungipara, -

The jote will drrange pajnl—
ing competition for children
and youths at the Bangabandhu

- Bhaban premises on March 24

at 8.30 am.

Following are the subjects
ol the competition: Section (a)
From four to eight years of age
group — open; (b} Nine to 12
years of age group — Liberation
War and the role of murderers
of '71; and [c) 13 to 16 years
of age group — Bangabandhu

.and Bangladesh. The competi-
tors have bee! suggest to bring

painting papeérs, colours and
all necessary equipment with
them.

After the contest, prizes
and certificates of last year's
competition will be dlﬁtrihutcd
at 11 am.
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VACATIONS DON'T COME OFTEN ENOUGH
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