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T is a general lact that
Sylhet is  very popular
as far as lourists Aare

concerned. Besides the lush
acres ol tea plantations. there

are Jalllong Tamabil. Sree
pur, Madhabkunda and so
many other places to see

Recently | spent about a week
in this enigmatic town with my
family and two friends, It was
an enlightening experience.
No amount of hearing storfes
or reading travel brochures
can prepare one for what
Svihet has (o offer

The Tea Gardens: First of
all, there are the widely-ac
claimed tea gardens all over
Svihet and Srimongal
Lakkatoorah. Malgpicherra,
Lalakhal and Sreepur are only
few of such tea estates. We vis-
ited Lakkatoorah. one of the
maore impressive gardens situ-
ated in the city. The verdant
hilly garden dominated by
those dwarf, well-groomed tea

bushes and slopes has an inim-

itable charm.

It was afternoon and the
sSun s rays were not so glarirg.
Even in the winter mornings.
the heat can be quite ominous
in Sylhet, spoiling the tourist's
sightseeing plan. We found a
guide, who volunteered 1o
show us around.

Alter ambling through the
garden. we climbed up a hill
lo see the view down below. It
was simply spectacular. Lean
and tall rain trees planted sys-
tematically provide shade to
the short shrubs that cover the
vast expanse of the territory.
We could also spot the beauti-
ful bungaloews ol the manager

aind guests of the tea plantation

peeping through the rich fo-
liage. From above, the
dwellings looked like the ones
from Hans Christian
Anderson's lairy tales. Tribal
women donned in blouse and
petticoats, only their heads
. and torsos wrapped with
Sarees mechanically plucked
tea leaves, piling themm up in
the sacks altached on their
backs. They have become so
aceustomed to the surround-
ings and the frequent visitors

that théy hardly showed en-
thusiasm about our laking their

pictures.

The guide pointed out a
comparatively high hill, aptly
named 'Duarbin Tila' (telescope
hill} for the panoramic view it
offers. Dusk had fallen pretty
soon, giving the place a new
look. Totally mesmerized, we
watched the subtle changes of
nature. The fading reddish-or-
ange sun descending into the
horizon. The blue sky tinged
- with gold in the backdrop and
the reddish-orange sun de-
scending into the horizon
Lakkatoora is a" well-main-
tained, delightful tea garden.

Another interesting
garden is Malnicherra. Besides
. its aesthetic beauty, the place
'also has historical. History re-
counts : during our liberation

war of '7T]1 the Pakistan army

forcefully occupied the prop-
erty, established in the mid
' 19th century. They damaged
the plantation, tortured the
workers amd murdered the

then acting manager of the
land, Shawkat Nawaz, his

brother Shah Nawaz and his
friend Mejbahuddin. The epi-

taph at the foot of the hill ex-

Llea

Sylhet : A Sleepy Town Full of Surprises

by Lavina Ambreen Ahmed

plains the tragic incident

The Mazar: Then. there is
the mystery surrounded tomb
of the 14th century Saint
Hazrat Shahjalal (R} in
Ambarkhan, Sylhet. The im
posing structure of the massive
white gate stands tall as if ap
pealing to peoples religious
sense. There are shops selling
agarbati, (incense) sweeis
halwas on both sides of the
road, leading to the Mazar
(tomb)

Thousands of people, from
all over Bangladesh including
tourists, irrespective of  reli-
gion, race and creed visit the
sacred place. The devotees
fervently believe that ‘Almighty
Allah" will fulfil any wish, if
asked through his chosen one
Hazrat Shahjalal (R). Only men
are allowed to climb up the
many steps to the shrine, par-
tially covered by an orange
fringed bright *pink cloth
shade. There is a room for the
ladies to offer prayers and re-
cite from the holy Quran.

There are rumours and le-
gends about almost every
corner of the Mazar Sharif.
Like there are three cauldrons
at one side. The devotees often
pour money inside them as a
token of their faith and re-
spect. The story goes that the
gigantic pots came floating
across the Surma river.

There is a well constructed
at the back side of the tomb.
According to local legend the
great man wanted to drink the
blessed 'Jamjam' water of
Macca. Then one day he had a
vision. The Deity advised him
to set up a well at a particular
site, assuring him that the wa-
ter will have a link with the
Jamjam water, so precious (o
Muslims all over the world.
Today, bottled water from this
well are sold to tourists.

Also, there is a dirty pond
with a 'gojar’ fish breeding and
some pet pigeons moving

-around freely on the premises
No doubt there are stories be-
hind their existence also.
However, since there are no
signboards or booklets avail-
able there, one has to rely on
the staff and the local people

to get informalion. At times
these stories might sound
quite obscure and vary from
person Lo persor

Jafflong: Next, we visited
one of the [avorite tourist spots

Jafflong. about 45 miles
from Svylhet town. We hadall
heard so much about it. that
we couldn't wait to see it for
ourselves. We hired a microbus
for a day. Getting transport is
not too much of a hassle in
Sylhet. One can reserve one
through any hotel. The cost is
usually between Tk 1000-3000
or perhaps more depending
on the distance you intend Lo
cover

Yet, we were a bit disap-
pointed to see the place. It's
an ideal example of how a
scenic spol can turn into an
ordinary one through neglect
and indifference. Jafflong with
its Sandy shore and exotic
stones not only draws Sylhetis
but also crowds ol local
tourists throughout the coun-

try, especially during holiday
SEASON.

The site could have been a
perfect idyllic bliss, if the
serenity of the place wasn't
disturbed by the constant rat-
tling sounds of the stone-col-
lectors working nearby.

It is tough to appreciate
the tranquil surrounding
because of the cacophony cre-
ated by the over-exuberant
picnic parties from as far as
Dhaka and Chittagong, the
harsh honkings of the stone-
bearing trucks and of course
the severe hammering blows of
the stone-breakers.

But, one look at the crystal
clear waters of Jafflong river
with its numerous rocks and
pebbles of many shapes. and
hues is guaranteed Lo make it
worthy of vour visit. Visiters
often take quaint stones back
home with them as souvenirs
and enjoy taking a dip in the
cool, (ransparent water.

Winter is the best time for
visiting as the water is pretty
shallow theni. One can also take
a boat ride to the other side of
the river. where there. is a

Women plucking tea leaves in the tea gardens of Sylhet

— Parjatan

Travel Edritors Note:

' The Unexpected Delights of Sigh

ing - "1

guess we're sleeping under the sky tonight!"

§ M convinced that any to-
ur . in Bangladesh, no
matter how well-plan-

ned. has a handiul ol surprises
in store.

We've just been dropped at

Mongla pert by the Gazl. We
were supposed to spend the

night at the Mongla port rest-

house, on the way to the Sun-
flarbans. But things are a little

- confusing at thre momemnt. The
‘women sit around on their
luggages, while the professors
(leaders of our excursion team)
discuss what is to happen to
s. We're all waiting for the
word (o go.

We've been waiting for two

hours already. We climbed up”

to thre harbor using four
wooden planks. Each aone of us
Had two bags atleast. [ had
thought the women wouldn't
make it, but everyone did,
laughing from a sense of ad-
venture. The first thing the
group did gvas gather for a
series of piclures an1 some
video shooting. ,

At 5:30 pm. the stﬁmcr
leaves, hitting the harbor so
that it sways from side to side.
All the other passengers have
left, except for the forty or so
of us crowding the draw-

Ingroom-sized port. A man
emerges and begs us all to
leave. "In the name of God,
leave,” says he. We still don't
know where we're going.

In front of us, we see: huge

sacks (say 5 ft high cylinder

like structures) for a Mr. Abdur
Rouf, Mongla port. They prob-
ably contain steel cooking pots.
All around us are our luggage:
Corrallite bags, backpacks, for-
eign-looking carrier-bags (the
high ones that airlines frown
upon), a few suitcases, quilts,
water containers, and fruits

and chicken (live] bought on

deck. The sun is gone. A party
leaves to find out if there is.any
space in the resthouse, and if
so. how gn earth we're going
to get there. Two of the
women sit down on Abdur
Rouf's imports. |
One of the steamers on the
other side plays a song which
travels to us across the waters.
No mosguitos yet. Suddenly,
we see a boat speeding away.
The women call to me, the re-

pﬂrlfr.
ﬁg"éﬁﬁﬁ’ Eué‘ I'Wﬂmrtmrle. her

saree wrapped around her
head, her naked baby balanced
in the middle of the boat. The
students have started to point
out everything they see.
"Gemini apa, look at that bird.
Did you just see that thing?" |
feel like 1 have 'a thousand
eves.

w We finished all our biscuits,
and our stomachs still
churned, We were starting to
make pldans to sleep right un-
der the sky. Mosquitos buzzed
over everyone's head, remind-

T pr——

ing me of the Lord of the Flies.
Finally, when it was pitch
dark. our party returned with
this word: there were some
technical difficulties with the
Port resthouse, but. the eement

factory resthouse would take

us, We'd have to go there in
trawlers, over the Pussur
River. s

We descended in the dark,
using pencil torchlights. One
false step, and you'd be gone.
There was a huge debate about
whether all the women should
be allowed to go in one trawler
or not. Just as we were filled
with a sense of adventure, a
man from the port brought his
son and daughter over to us.

"Look," he said, pointing to
us. "These people are from

Dhaka. If you learn your lessons *
‘well, you too will one day go to

this big city, filled with adven-
ture."

The children looked at us
with round eyes. | descended
and sat along the railings, my
feet stretched along the seat.
We were very, very close to the
waters, so that [ felt we were
sitting in the Pussur. Then we
started across the river to the
great Cement Factory Rest-
house. On the way we saw huge
stakes in the dark waters
(What are those? jetties,
replied our sailor) . and multi-
storied ships. The rest is an-
other story. -GW

'Green' Tourism to be National Blueprint

colourfully decorated food
joint, serving refreshments to
Lhe pooped out holiday mak
ers

Jafflong river continues
along to Sreepur, where the
Indian hills almost touch the
rough stone-strewn water's
edge. There, too vyou're
greeted by the same pic-

furesque scenery. though the
number ol visitors are a lot

less. While returning back to
C&B's rest house' the place of
our f(emporary stay., we
stopped at the Tamabil border
area. Tourists clicked away
with their cameras at the no-
man's land near the
Bangladeshi checkpost, ignor
ing the sign that firmly pro-
hibits taking pictures.

(m our way o Jalllong, u
derelict structure on one side
of the Jaintiapur road, 25/26
miles east of Sylhet drew our
altention. The local people in-
formed us, that it was virtually
a pit’ built by the king of
Jaintia (now Jaintiapur). The
legend told by them as well as
our driver-cum-guide, is that
the king erected the pit dur-
ing his tenure to punish his
defiant subjects.

There was a venomous
snake inside the hole and re-
bellions and mutinous poor
souls were thrown into
dark abyss. On enquiring fur
ther about the cruel ruler, an
elderly man pointed out a
nearby hill. saving there are
remnants of a Rajbari’ (palace)
of the Jaintia Raja up the hill,

The king seemed to have
led a very luxurious life if the
stories are to be believed. The
locals say that he constructed a
majestic abode at the hill top.
just to spend one night there.
There wasn't any signboard
verifying the story. However,
there is an inscription an-
nouncing that, it was the place

the, -

ol ddiscovery ol Dhupi cbhpper
plate of the era of Raja Ram
Shmyg | of Jaintia. There was
o nkntion ol the palace high
up though

I any case. intrigued, we
climbed up to And out the
iruth pourselves. The hill was

relatively high with steep. bro-
ken down spiral steps carved
oul of the hill. There, cloaked
under over grown headages,
parasites and weeds, stood the
once regal now in desolate ru
ins the one-day-home of a
king. Tolallv neglected. forlorn

and decrepit. Lthe place calls
for immediate restoration

Fearing snakes. our driver
advised us not (o venture too
deep into the ruins. According
to history - journals. notably
Discover the monuwments of
Bangladesh™ — by Dr
Nazimuddin Ahmed the
Jaintia kingdom was formed by
an ancient ‘'khasia' tribe
lethnologically an Assamese
group} of Hindu converts.
are believed to have inhabited
the Jaintia hills. plains of
Sylhet and some adjacent re-
gions, way back in the 11th
century to early 19th cenfury.

e Jaintia remains also
consist of the original 'Rajbari
and the notorious 'temple of

The Mazar Sharil of Hazrat Shahjalal(R)

kalt i the vicintty haoth odwd
ouvsly im the same dilapidated
SlATE Sou iy ’|Jcnl..;_'_r'| as [pdwly

could give us Lhe exact where
abouts. we couldn 1 visit | e
Bui we did come across
some huge menhirs on the
roadside a little further off
from the hill. The tall uprights
blackened with age are ac
companied by enormous hori
zontal stone siabs sitting on
small pillars. A notice at the
sife announced that according
to 1968 law of preserving an
tiguities, one has to serve a
year s imprisonment if, that
particular historical antiquity
is damaged. defaced or muti
lated. _
' %0, the authorities arent
absolutely unconcerned. we
thought. Only to find out. al

“most at the some instant the

painted slogan 'vote for the
dartpalla symbol adorning one
of the afcient menhirs —
proving the futility and ineffec-
tiveness of the sign

The real historical and so-
cial significance of the crude
dolmens are yet to be unveiled
but there is a ltkely possibility
that they were memorials set
up in honour of the deceased
Khasia ancestors. Though we
have only seen three, there
might be around twenty such
megalithic monuments scat-
tered throughout Lhe
Jaintiapur area.

— Masheed Ahmed

A 'green’ tourism project
created in South-west England
has won a top award in the
English Tourist Board's (ETB)
annual 'England for Excel-
lence’ awards and is set to
provide a national blueprint
showing how successfully the
interest of tourism and the en-
vironment can be combined.

The tourism and environ-
mental award, one of ETB's
most jmportant plaudits. un-
derlines the nation's concern

for the planet. It was won by
the Soulh Devon ~Green
Tourism Initiative, based in
the village of Dartington, for its
project backed by a public and
private sector partnership. Lo

“develop practical and sustain-

able methods for the local

- tourism business community.

After the 1990 Rio 'Earth
Summit’ in which Britain
plaved a leading role, the UK
government sel up a task force
to see how a balance could be

Karl Meyer visited Bangladesh
Jor a month form December to
January. The following are
excerpts from his letter to the
Daily Star about tourism in

Bangladesh,
¥

Chit - About the town

* itself, I would like to repeat

my remarks about Dhaka : big
and noisy, not very impressive
for me,

Without doubt, a great at-
traction can be a harbour tour
with a privately hired motor-
boat. The port Authority does
not seem willing to allow
tourists into the harbour area.
The ethnological area is also
well worth a visit.

Cox's Bazar - At first | was
shocked : you drive through a
dirty, ugly bazaar road. perma-
nently congested. You have ‘to
search the places of interest,
e.g.. the fishing harbour, boat
tours to the neighbouring
island,and of course - the
beach.

To me, the beach near Cox's
hotels seems to be catering
entirely to Bangladeshi
tourists (stall hawkers, etc.).
The really beautiful stretch
begins some 3-4 km
southwards so that you need

‘one of the jeeps. This is

unspoiled nature and | hope
development will be wvery
careful. .

Concerning facilities (hotel
accomodation, restaurants,
amusement) Cox's Bazar is
absolutely no match for
neighbouring countries. As it is
today, western tourisis will
definitely prefer e.g. Thailand
beaches to Bangladesh: beach
tourists from Europe are just
used to higher gquality.

| think it is a long, long way
o establish an internationally
accepted seaside resort in
Cox's although the potential is
there. .

Rocket Steamer - Perhaps
the highlight of the complete

way (o get an

by Margaret Laing

mainiained while developing
both the tourisin industry and
care for the environment. This
was lollowed locally by the cre-
ation of the south Devon pro
ject, whose 1993 Larget was to
formulate and publish a self-
help do-it-voursell environ-
mental audit manual that was
easy to use. interesting, and
relevant to the area's small and
medium sized tourism busi-
nesses.

The resulting green audit
kit. launched that year, em-
phasized the communal advan-
tages of a 'Green’ business ap-
proach and showed how busi-
ness responsibility could be
developed as an integral part
of this

By the end of 1993 some 50
businesses had implemented
the scheme. which was pro-
moted in presentations to
tourism assoclations and
throuch personal contacts. It

has now attracted 150 bugi-
ness partmers plus 11 partners
H1 the public secto

Announcing the award, her-
itage expert and celebrity
Lucinda Lambton said: "The
judges thought this an excel
lent scheme for a very modest
outlay which successfully pro-
metes and encourages green
lourisin.’ .

Peter Moore, managing di-
rector of Center Parcs (UK).
which won the award in 1990
and has since sponsored the
tribute for lour years running,
said that the company believed
in the provision of top level
sports, leisure health and re-
laxation facilities 'in harmony
with a total dedication to con-
servation and the environ-
ment. Its sponsorship of the
award was designed to encour
age oLher organizations to re-
gard these elements as staple

elemenis of their own opera-

tions.

[ fb»ﬂ--%%&

Big reduction on

Ealefs

onair: From now until

Mgrch 14 Dragongir will be offering greatly reduced holiday
packages 10 118 lalest holiday destination. Kuching. Dragonair
began operating twice weekly direct service to Kuching, in
Sarawink Malaysia. on Nov. | last year. Promotional holiday

packages were prepared to coincide with the launch and. due
to the overwhelmming response, Dragonair has decided fo

extend the promotional period

New Chief E

-Dragonair

ngineer in Sonargaon: v

Hamano. General Manager of Hotel Sonargaon. announced the
ippointment of Mohammad lgbal as the Chiefl Engineer of the

Hitel. eflective from Feb 15
Maoharmmarl lgt»al had

1995. Prior to this appointment,
beenr working as National Consultant

tor Hotel and Tourism Training in the International Labour

(Organizalion
the

boih

He brings with him 17 years of experience in
el of engineering in
comp:iires 4t home and abrodd.

mwultinational and local
—Sonargaon Tattler

China earns more than $7b : China carned
more than 7 billion dollars from foreign visitors in 1994 and

has become the
destinarion

lourism

world's eighth most
in 1994 China earned 7.23 billion dollars from
up troam 4 68 billiog US dollars in 1993 with 43685
million visitors. up 5.2 per cent from 1993

Asean sets up new bo

popular tourist

— Monitor
dy: Members of the

Association ol South East Asian Nations (Aseanj plan to set up
a new body to ink publie and private sector efforts to boost

lourism growth
Hrunei, Singapore
Philippines

Tourism officials from Asean countries —
Malaysia. Thailand, Indonesia and the
are studying the structure of such a set up and

will submit their finding at an Asean tourism meeting in

ALgust

— Monitor

Avro reviews a successful year: avo
international Aerospace.the regjonal jet division of British

Aerospace

tour : fascinationg scenery dur-
i:;_g all the journey (life ofi the
river as you find it here does
net exist in Germany any

longer) and on "MS Ghazi" a
reallv good cabin and sight-
seeing deck.

It is a peaceiul and tranquil
idea of the

country and without doubt very
attractive for foreigners : you
should promote it! (Not all the
steamers of BIWTC are of the
high standard of 'MS Gha#d" |
saw others [ would not like to
travel with; standards for the
same price should really be the
sarme)

A country boal inside the Sundarbans

Sundarbans - [ failed to
miake a real Sundarban tour.
Parjatan is somewhat passive
organizing, trips; they only
seem to be interested in huge
groups - the big money. And
suine of the private companies

just offer very poor quality (I
was already booked on a 5 day
tour - after one day delay |
tound out that the boat was one
of the more rusty launches @ a
rip-off. | got back my money)

Fromn Khulna and
Dangamari village (near
Mongla) the forest office is

helpful to organize day-trips on
a hired motor- boat. [t is not a
redl Sundarban tour (you will

has anmounced that it secured orders for 22 Avro

RJs in 1994 and delivered |7 This brought total orders upto
60 aircraft since the family was launched in 1992 with
deliveries standing at 30. Together with new aircraft orders

secured bv  British
Organization. (AMOY.

Aerospace's
4 37 per cent market share of the 65-

Asset management

120 seat regional jet market was achieved during 1994. In

lotal
leases lor B0 vused aircrafts,

AMO was successiul in negotiating new and extended

—Monitor

KLM commended : e Airline Liaison Office (ALO)
of the Uniterd Kingdom Immigration Service has commended
KLM for not tlying any depdrtees since the inception of its
flights 10 weeks ago from Dhaka. P.E. Feeny. Airline Liaison

Officer of the UK

[mmigration Service said

that the

periormance of KLM's airport staff in this difficult area while
*working under extreme pressure is very commendable. The
general manager of KLM. Bangladesh., handed over the
memento of the ALO of the UK Immigration- Service to Ajay

Dhawan. KI.M . Bangladesh_

- Hunitqr

Airlines alliance for Kuwait Alrways:

Excess capacity and heightene
East airlines twas likely to res

competition amongst Middle
t in greater cooperation and

the merger of airlines in the region. "There is no way Middle
East airways can continue tn compete against each other. In

future 1 sct

the regionial airline concept developing.” said

Bader Malallah. chief financial officer of Kuwait Airways. He
saidd 1l was likelv ta take around decade for the new airline to

be establishesd
LincCertairl e

Middle East airlines faced a tough and

-Moniter

Cambodian PM rules out deal : cambodian
prime minister ruled out any settlement with Thai-owned
. Cambodia International Airlines (CIA), which has threatened
to sue the government for $100 million after its operation
was shut down. Prince Norodom Ranaridh, when asked by
reporters if the they would try to reach a compromise replied
" Not at all. We have enough arguments and elements not only

to defend ourselves but also to counter-attack.

Emirates b

-Monitor

ags seven awards: Emirates

maintained its position as one of the leaders of the airline
industry when the carrier received five top awards and came
runner-up in two more categories at the executive travel
magazine and Carlson Wagonlit Awards ceremony at the
Dorchester hotel in London: Emirates was voted the best
carrier to the Middle East. best long haul carrier, airline with
the best first class, airline with the best economy class,
airline with the best inflight entertainment. Emirates came
runner-up for best businéss class and best inflight food and

wine.

Zetter from a @Erm}n Tourigt-Pavrt 17

not see much wildlife)] but it
can give vou an idea of this
ecosystem. _

Into the bargain you pass
couple of big steamliners.
Coming back to Bangladesh 1
would reserve a couple of davs

= Parjainmn

for the Sundarbans which
could be developed (once again
very carefully, no big crowds

should be allowed here) into a
really unique tourist attraction
Ask people in
Germany/Europe . hardlv any
one will ever have heard abwout
the Sundarbans thev are

simply unknown
[ would like (o condlude

-Monitor

this letter with some general
remarks: -

Although at present you
have considerable political
difficulties with your par-
liament | never felt real ten-
sion or danger; "hartal" is
sometimes annoying (no trans-
port/service) buf the country
remained remarkably calm (at
least where | have been).

Perhaps this is due to the
fact that I got to know people
in your country as calm,
Iriendly and helpful,

Contacts were much more
pleasant than e.g., in Nepal.
Because there are hardly any
weslern tourists often people
tend to be really curious; you
are asked the same questions
again and again - this cost e

some nerves! [yl vou are
guickly lefl alone it you ask lor
it.

This I[riendly atmosphere
and the. attractions mentioned
above could be a bhasis for
International tourism.

But | guess Bangladesh will
have a lot of hard work to do
to compete with tourism
"giants” like India. Nepal,
Thailand and others.

At the moment its rep-
utation simply does not invite
holiday makers, lalse as it |s.
So a very important step could
and should be simply to
publish and make known facts
about Bangiadesh

And please reduce the
noise Hangiadesh 1is 1the
noisiest country | ever visited!
Looking back my visit to
Bangladesh was absolutely
worth the tou) weeks

iravelling 1 enjoved the tour

Maybe some of my remarks
are sormnewhat puzzling or may
even annoy you/Bangladeshi
people. But | prefer 1o make
direct statements. (o use frank
words | hope these lines are
of some interest o you Best
wishes for yvour work! Goodbye
and so long



