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Dutch investors e | -
COPENHAGEN, Mar 11: l k— ru_l
B Prime Minister Begum Khaleda m m e
O‘ OM PO"AM %ds e r Zia said here today that Bang- ' By Sohel Manzur
- = n 0 ladesh encourages foreign
A SERIES OF INTERVIEWS On : - irivestment, inviting Dutch in- The Securities and Ex- ing the regulation.”
AND ARTICLES ON THE CUR- : vestors to come forward to in- | change Commission (SEC) Is He said the SEC had clari-
RENT POLITICAL CRISIS From Masud Hasan Khan vest in Bangladesh. reports | examining the possibility of fled its position with regard to
_ - — | | | " _ BSS. withdrawing the lock-in pe- the newly imposed regulations
J Rafiqul Is- COPENHAGEN, Mar 11: For UN Secreiary General and 118 heads of state and The Bangladesh leader said | riod for liquidation of shares by  and it still held the same view.
lam Mia, | the first time in the history of Boutros B. Ghali escorted the  government to the high-level | (his during her meeting with foreign investors, SEC Chair- Let the regulations be re-
member, mankind, the world poor is Queen of Denmark Margrethe segment of the WSSD. Prime Minister of the Nether- | man Sultan-uz-Zaman Khan  Viewed. Either we stick to the
standing placed at the centre of the —— - Prime Minister Begum | ja5ds Wim Kok at the Bella | gaid. position or devise an alterna- S e =i -
committee | giobal agenda as the apex COPENHAGEN, Mar 11: Aus-  Khaleda Zia was among the | ceptre. Re-examination of the tve. he added, . e
of the BNP Illl'.'.'cting 'ﬂf the World Summit tﬁ.-ﬂmﬁmmﬂ digﬂilﬂriEE who attended the Durillg the Mttling. the I'E‘EU.lﬂﬂﬂﬂ. jmpﬂg&d Eﬂ.l'l}r !aﬂt ShMEUI Hl-l'daq. Hﬂﬂm Bi- . LOOkln BaCk at
and Minis- | for Social Development one billion schillings (100 million  opening of the summit-level | (o leaders underlined the month, was prompted by a let-  Vision Secretary of the Finance g
ter for Hou- | (WSSD) began here today. dollars) in government loans to  meeting held at the plenary | L..q for strengthening bilat- | ter from five leading global Ministry, said the regulations
sing and Leaders from 118 states poor countries as partofanew  hall of the Bella Centre, the | ¢r3) (jes between the two | firms to the SEC and the Fi- Were imposed after carefully MWh m
Public Wor- | and governments across the push for global development.  seat lor social summit. | countries. | nance Ministry a few days ago, €Xamining the pros and cons 1 I nde
ks, thinks globe gathered in the Danish the United Nations All nations share_tha con- Highlighting Bangladesh's requesting withdrawal of the of the market. There is little Nde‘l)e nce
Rafiqul Islam (hat a dialo- capitar Yo, Tormany Seal the  social summit, convened to fight cern over poverty, jobs and policies of free market econ- lock-in restriction. scope for re-examination of

gue among the parties is the
way out ol the present po-

Copenhagen Declaration, and a
Plan of Action that promises to

ment and so-

o inequality, Austrian Chan-

social integration, the UN Sec-
retary General said in his

omy and other socio-econbmic
development programmes, Be-

The SEC Chairman said,
"We imposed the restriction

the decision so soon, he said.
"Let us wait and see how

On this day in 1971, Tage-
re's Amaar Sonar Bangla was

it ati ‘ 2 . leclared the national anthem
litical situation. He feels that | fight poverty, increase the op- cellor Franz Vranitzky said the  opening remarks. The poten- | o Zia said Bangladesh is | for brotecting the bourse from the bourse runs. If necessary | ©€ |

the main demand of the | portunities for employment debt burden was stranglingthe tial for cooperation to solve the | now pursuing a liberal eco- everfts like tghe Mexican stock Cchanges can be made at a later gﬂﬁzﬁﬂf‘?ﬁ?;rzy Su:l E::d g
opposition parties has already | and narrow down social - development of many countries, world's social ills has never | ..mie policy to encourage crash. For the good of the stage,” he added. ishad’ A g{z?
been fulfilled when Prime reports Reuter. See Page 12 Col 7 : - See Page 12 Col 7. rishad'. As many as pro-

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
expressed her readiness to
resign 30 days before the
elections. The BNP leader
also believes that there is no
need for any constitutional
amendment since, according
to him. "A solution is posaible
within the framework of the
Constitution.”

Full text of the interview
appears on Page 4.

Tomorrow: Interview of
Rashed Khan Menon., General
Secretary. Workers Party of
BangladiesiL !
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Flawed distribution creates

Emdad's lawyers
may move for
bail today

By Staff Correspondent

Lawyers defending Major
(Retd) Kazi Emdadul Huqg, now
in the Dhaka Central Jail, are
to move the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate today seeking bail
for their client.

The court will also hear an-
other pelition submitted by
the wifé of the accused praying
for @ court order enabling her
o dee her husband in jail.

/ Nazneen Haq. wife of the
retired major. yesterday filed a

‘petition with the Chiel Metro-
' politan Magistrate saying that

she would like to visit her
husband on Tuesday.

The CMM yesterday asked
the lawyers to put up her peti-
tion alongwith necessary doc-

market, we are also re-examin-

of reforms too slow

" Star Report

The slow pace of the ongo-
ing economic reform process
came under critical review in
the draft country economic
memorandum (CEM) prepared
by the World Bank ahead of the
annual Paris Aid Consortium
meeting next month.

- According to official
sources, completed late last
month, the draft CEM, entitled
“Recent economic develop-
ments and priority reform
agenda for rapid growth,” has
been forwarded to the
Economic Relations Division
(ERD) of the Finance Ministry.
The ERD has distributed
copies of the draft to various
line ministries seeking com-

form, privatisation, activating
the private sector, financial
sector reform and about other
structural adjustment initia-
tives.

An interministerial meet-
ing, chaired by the ERD
Secretary. is scheduled to be
held on Tuesday next to review
the draft. The meeting, official
sources said, is expected to
formulate the government's
response to the draft while the
country position paper. to be
presented in Paris would also
be discussed and finalised.

Meanwhile, Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman is
scheduled to leave for the US
capital Washington on March

WB memo says pace
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cessions, with one of their
predominant slogans being’
"Bangladesh belongs to the
Bengalees', proceeded towards
the residence of Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman. A 'Sangram
Parishad' was formed with the
leading painters of the coun-
try, and flilm-actors and ac-
tresses including a consider-
able number of civil servants
identified themselves with,
and lent whole-hearted sup-
port to. the siruggle for inde-
pendence which was thus in-
creasingly gathering its mo-
mentun,
More on Page 4

Opposition's
48-hr hartal

from today
By Staff Correspondent

The major opposition par-
ties' planned 48-hour hartal
across the country begins at
six this morning.

H -’ - uments today. ments on it. 21 for a consultative meeting 3 : -
On Asia : _ | — R & Major Emdad is so far the Noting the slow pace of the  with World Bank officials ahead |  T!¢, AWami teague. the
by Shahed Latif Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia (L) is greeted by United Nations Secretary General | only accused arrested in con- | reform programme. the draft of the two-day Paris meet Isla;’::i 11-1n.=r1:h:r called the two-day
Page 4 Boutros Boutros-Ghali and his wife Leia Maria upon her arrival at the Bella Centre | nection with the case of Major | CEM raises questions about the starting on April 25. qhmdﬂ“fn m‘ press (heir de-
conference hall for the opening of the high level segment of the UN-sponsored World | General Manzur's death In |} political commitment for mea- The . lailure to make | P Page 12 Col 3
Inte nal Summit for Social Development in Copenhageén yesterday. — AFP/UNB photo | See Page 12 Col- & -~ | sures like administrative re- - See Page 12 Col 4

College teachers
strike work

Teachers of 249 govern-
3 . - : : ment colleges of the country
CI e r cnSls observed a two-hour work

By Krishna P Roy & Morshed A Khan

Flaws in the distribution
system have helped the deal-
ers create an artificial crisis of
feriiliser throughout the coun-

fertiliser were also reported.
Peasants siaged demonstra

farmers had to pay even double

the price to buy fertiliser.
Non-availability of fertiliser

at this time of the year would

larly of urea. in Lthe country is

nearly |16 lakh tonnes. while

"This year. we shall also
reach the target in terms of
production and, theoretically,
there should not be any fer-

tem. he pointed out.
The government has also

hammedans clean bowled with a deadly yorker but umpire Jahangir usurps his and the

sloppage yesterday to press
home their 12-point demand,
reporis UNB.

Nearly 12,000 teachers
abstained from work from 10
am to 12 noon. They said this

. " . ' h 16.
B@I‘Iﬂlll‘ hﬂldE Lrv. ﬂpcr'lb and ﬂﬂyfrnmcnt Hff‘f‘(‘l the rice prﬂdutliﬂn u““rﬁcéilglfé;:j;.]he Eﬂuntr}'. “ﬂ?ﬁfcﬂgg:};lfﬂiﬁi:mar%ﬂllﬂgf
emergency talks to stop sources said. badly which may result in an- EMdHa 3 the  detiin Professors and Lecturers' As-
Karachi violence The much-touted free mar other food shortage in the e sald (he distribution ! st
Pl‘ 5 ket economy for which the coning days. experts pre- Szimullmdﬂf ff"”:?:; was com- See Page 12 Col 3
e R : ; dicLed pietely decontrolled (wo yvears
distribut system went (¢ €
tl‘ll:-rprl:v:i: :-.:':ll‘tu:' DFD\:idf{; fronically the production  ago. giving private dealers a 20{)0 dEpOFtEES
. ample opportunity to the C¢apacity of the mills of the free hand in place of the .
BIISIHESS iraders io create a monopoly Bangladesh Chemical Indus-  Bangladesh Agriculture Deve- from S Arablﬂ
in the mmkrli.nﬂ of fertiliser. | tries Corporation (BCIC) s, lopment Corporation (BADC). .
Bangladesh Railway to | According to reports, an  however. higher than }hﬂt }:’f H‘;:‘"—'”?r-f “ﬁ::‘” a serious darrive Mar 14
- : - : AR ag bhee the requirement o the scarcity ol leruliser was cre- o .
Imlmpomﬂﬁwnefml Emlﬂ ::::c::t”ﬁta!: if'f:ﬂi.ﬂ" country ated in the local markets, the ; From Staff Correspondent
- . try during the last few weeks According to Agriculture  government recently involved Saha : CHITTAGONG, Mar 11:
: : _ he - Ministry sources. the vyearly the deputly commissioners : T o 7 " | -ﬁ Nearl 2 000 Bangladeshi
US, China sign accord In some places. clashes : e . o y g
‘ on copyright tween police and farmers over [lertiliser requirement. particu- (DCs) in the distribution sys- ' R - ; workers out of 20,000 de-
BALL OF THE MOMENT: Champion Pakistani paceman Wasim Akram has Mustadir of Mo-

clared illegal by the Saudi gov-

ernment, will arrive here on

tions and looted fertiliser from the BCIC  produced over 21 f“"“:?t e i:;f;":::”"‘_‘?; many Abahani fans joy with a no-ball call during yesterday's Navana Premier Division | March 14 by a Panama flag car-
trucks in Sirajganj and lakhtonnes during the last fis- commtice, prising cricket league derby at the Dhaka Stadium. Mohammedans won the prestige tie by two | rying vessel "MV Mecca-1," of-
Gaibandha. At most places ©al year See Page 12 Col 1 wickets. (See also Page 10). ficial sources said.

Farmers demonstrate
for urea at fair price

SKOP leaders asked
to resolve crisis
thru' discussion
Labour and Manpower Mi-

MSC back in race |

after beating
Abahani

Sports Reporter

— Star photo

Violence marks Bihar
polls: Six killed

They had sailed
Jeddah on February 28,

The rest of the Bangladeshi
expatriates will be sent back in
phases.

Armed clash leaves

from

SHERPUR. Mar |1. Thou The local Awann lcague also | nister Mir Shawkat Al yes- Title aspirants Mohamme- PATNA. (India), Mar 11: At  results in Maharashtra, Guja- 5 hurt in City
sands of farmers demonstrated held a separate peasants’ gath- terday appealed to SKOP dan Sporting Club churned least six people were killed rat, Orissa and ﬁrunachai n
in Lthe town and gheraoed the ering in front ol the DC office. leaders 1o resolve the present double delight out of a slugfest | and some voters were preven- Pradesh sf:utr.:a aren’'t expected By DMCH Correspondent
Liepuly Comumissioner's office The larmers, who came impasse in private sector jute of sloppy cricket when the | ted from casting ballots today untll Sunday. : At leasl lifteen persons. in-
for four hours today demand fromm different thanas. told the and textile mills on minimum former champions deservingly as an election began in one of Press Trust ol India news cluding o baby wﬁr inh:lred
ing immediate supply of urea UNB correspondent that at wage through open and honest prevailed over their arch-rivals | India's most violent and cor- agency reported that the during an: armed clash ‘bes

at [air price. reports UNB.
The proiesters withdrew at

present per 50-kg bag of urea
fertiliser was being sold at Tk

discussion with all the parties
concerned, reports UNB.

Abahani Krira Chakra in yes-
terday's Navana Premier Divi-

rupt states, reports AP

The federal pgovernment

Hindu extremist group Shiv
Sena was leading the gover-

lween (wo groups of terrorists

- wolapbagh i ' -
2 pm when the Assistant Dis- 425 to Tk 450 in different He made the appeal when sion cricket league first phase had postponed the election in ning Congress F_'arty ;n seven of rrl-r.l:;-l ::Il::‘::tflu:;l the city yes
rict Magistrate. Matiur Rah-  hats and bazars the leaders met him at his | gderhy at the Dhaka Stadium. Bihar for & week to deploy 'be 288 districle in Maha The trouble h-lrﬂan when the
man. in absence of the DC Moreover, they alleged, office. The former champions beat | 52 000 policemen and soldiers rashtra. i IHPOELRAIL Lt two groups tried to loot a sho
came out and assured them of there is no [ertilizer In some The minister said the crisis | |,4¢ year's joint champions | for the balloting. but few were where India’'s financial centre | & ° o L according I:E

meeting their demand imme- remnote places should be resolved in the | apohani by two wickets to deployed in villages where the ol Bombay "’f located. SOUTee | '
diately. The growers demanded interest of sustaining the | ,...nce back in the title race | violence broke out In the neighbouring state of G b the ihared e web
Earlier. a large procession immediate supply of fertiliser | development programme of | winh a bang. At the same time, four Gujarat. the Hindu nationalist | = o t}lpjlﬁha;{a Medical

By Staff Correspondent | of farmers demonstrated in 10 sgve their crops the present government. Shacatiys Janste FArly :was '

The Vice-Chancellor of the

Dhaka University yesterda
said a scunpture of Masie

Surya Sen would be built on
the university campus. He gave
the assurance when a delega-
tion of the Masterda Surya Sen
Parishad met him and submit-
ted 4 mémorandum contaiming
the demand for building a
sculpture of Sen. Justice Kamal

the district headguarters. It
was rated as the biggest ever
peasant rally in the Lown

The district administration
sources said they had received

See Page 12 Col 3

The SKOF leaders reitera-
ted their demand for tmpie-

See Page 12 Col 2

Chasing Abahani's 185 all
out in 44.3 overs. Moham-
medans made 189 for 8 in

See Page 12 Col 8

other states that recently held
legislative elections in India
began releasing preliminary
results Saturday. But final

leading in 20 of the |82
districts. United”News of India

See Page 12 Col 7

By Sharier Khan

| Fertility level of arable land drops alarmingly

College Hospital (DMCH)

Stevedore held
with 240 tolas
of gold 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 11:
Chittagong port security per-

Uddin Heossain, convenor of ; sonnel last night caught a
the parishad Iﬁd the delega- A continuing trend towards of the 14 04 milhon hectares is being steadily increased nutrients derived from fer- But now, if a farmer uses lands in the country lack im- stevedore. Abdul Jalil red-

e Dt Bl decreasing fertility of arable of arable land has been drop- with the use of more and more tiliser in Bangladesh was 43.6 the same amount of fertiliser portant soil elements like nj- handed with 240 tolas of
rya-Syed Maaa fnas Al land in Bangladesh may lead to  ping alarmingly for the last 12 fertiliser and raising the pro- kg per hectare in 1981. This he had used in 1979, the yleld trogen and phosphates. Only smuggled gold in his posses-

cate Subrata Chowdhury. MA

a catastrophe by 2010. a top

vears. (he BARC scientist

duction input, he said

usage has jumped to 110 kg

would drastically fall by almeost

land in the active flood plains

sion at the multipurpose berth

scientist of the Bangladesh quoting data compiled by the “"The cost of rice production per hectare in 1992 with an 50 per cent.” the BARC scien- of the coastal areas are rela jetty gate.
gu.?‘dua and Hlﬂ'.dh.lnl Dev Agriculture Research Council organisation over the years. per hectare has increased by average yield of two tonnes of  tist pointed out. tively rich in fertile elements. They handed over him to
FRNEAE , Seg—— ; (BARC) said. told this correspondent. 250 per cent in the last ten rice. The BARC study found that Lack of nitrogen and sul- Port thana police and filed a
%mw A recent report of the FAO According to his figures. years. And yet the government The total usage of fertiliser the fertility level of arable land phur in the soll retards the case today.

in Fouzderhat
CHITTAGONG, Mar 11: At
least 35 small dwelling houses

revealed that in Bangladesh
food production in 75 per cent
of agricultural land was being
severely affecied due 10 land

the presence of organic matter
in arable land should be at
least 3 per cent for a healthy
crop. Butl presently it is below

has withdrawn subsidy on agri
culture. But the selling prices
of paddy have not gone up
proportionately to benefit the

in 1981 was 4 |lakh tonnes
which rose to 10 lakh tonnes
in 199] with an annual growth
rate ol 8 7 per cent, the FAO

was over 2.5 per cent sent
during 1982-83. This dropped
to a mere 1.5 per cent in
1993. It also found acute zinc

photosynthesis process ol
plants and their leaves become
grey. Absence of potash and
zinc stunt the growth and re-

Port sources said, Jalil, an
employee of a shipping com-
pany, was nabbed while he was
carrying the gold from a

were completely gutted in a degradation or erasion by wa | per cent. the scientist told farmer This means the farm report said In 1993 94 the deficiency in more than 2 generation of plants while the Bangladeshi flag carrying ves-
fire which broke out at the ter and wind and reduction of this correspondent, reguesting ers are suflering need havoe.” total lertiliser consumption million hectares and sulphur stalk and roots are affected by sel “Banglar Moni™
sramik colony of the National soil fertility. anonyTmity | the scientist said was 2| lakh tonnes. according deficiency in 5 million the absence of phosphates. The gold was reportedly

Cotton Mill. Fouzderhat here
today. reports BSS.

in Bangladesh, the fertility
level of more than 70 per cent

Despite such an alarming
state of affairs the crop yield

1993 FAO
the average usage of

According 1o a
report

lo the Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation (BCIC).

heclares.
On an average, all arable

Scientists attribute fertility
See Page 12 Col 6

sinuggled here from abroad by
the crew of Banglar Moni



