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What Progress Since Independence?

E are proceeding (ow-
W ards Independence

Day. The nation has
already observed 21s1 February
this vear with due solemnity to
commemorate the blood of the
martyrs in the Langunage
Movement of 1952, which
proved a turning point in the
history of Bengal and Bang
alecs, Nowhere in the world
were such mass movement and
sacriflces made to establish
Lthe right of the mother tongue.
Immediately after partition of
India in 1947, the Pakistan|
rulers proclaimed that Urdu
shall be the siate language of
Pakistan. The Bangalees, their
voices raised as one, cried No'
Our history i= strewn with a
number of successiul
movements. all leading to the
establishment of a sovereign
and indepemndent Bangladesh.

following the spirit of Ekushey.
There s no deaymg

the lact that the inherem
spirit of 1the stale language
movement was associated wilh
the socio-economic aspirvations
ol the people. This Is evident
from the fact thai the move-
ment did not end with the
recognition of Bengali as a
state language during Pakistani
rule. Rather. it emboldened
the people Lo exert their right
lo self-determination, as the
Bangalee natioin. Bangalees
achieved this end and it found
expression in the constitution
of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh. passed on 4th
November., 1972, May we di-
rect our atlention w the fol-
lowing Articles of the Consti-
tation, and consider where we
stand to-dav in 1995 on the
eve ol independence, which
was proclaimed on the 26th
dav of March 194717

Article 3. The stale lan-
giuige ol the Republic is Ben-
ki,

Article 9. The unity and sal-
- tdarity of the Bangalee nation,
which. deriving its identity
from its language and culture,
attained sovereign and inde-
pendent Bangladesh through a
united and determined strug-
gle in the war of indepen-
dence, shall be the basis of
Bangalee nationalism.

Articlel7. The state shall
adopt eflfective measures for
the purpose of:

{a) establishing a* uniform,
- mass-oriented and universal
system ol education and ex-
tending free and compulsory
education lo all children w
such stage as may be deler-

S. Asian illiterates accounts for 60

OUR countries in Asia

— Iridia. China. Bang-

ladesh and Pakistan —
account for 590 million, or 60
per cent of the world's 948
million total illiterates.

Primary school dropout
rates are high in many parts of
the developing world as in
Mexico (31 per cent), Toge
(48 per cent) and s
(80 per cent]., according the
the International Labour Orgd-
-nization (ILO). *

The United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP),
on the other hand, reporis
that 42 per cent of the popula-.
tion in south Asia and 11 per
cent in east and 51 Asia’
live below Lhe puverty line,

Studies have shown that

poverty is often associated

with low education standards
and lack of relevant employ-
ment skills.

Science and technology ed- -

ucation, in particular, can
contribute both to economic
and social development and to
the formation of human per-
sonality, says a report by the
UN Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization
(UNESCO).

Successful application of
acienct and technology is nec-

hﬂ'ﬁl"
udhered
and ensured its implementa-
tion? The record shows that in

What
CMLA did not revive Articles .,

by Muhnmmad Quamnll Islam

et b Low,

fish relating education 1o the

nevds vl socictly and producing
properly trained and motivated
citizens to serve those needs;

¢} removing illiteracy

within such time as may be
determined by law,

The question is how _far
governmems n power
lo the Constitution

1988 .- in Arucle 3 the word

"Bangla” was inserted, substi-
tuting "Beugalj .
subtituted by the Proclama-
tions (Amdt.) Order,
provided for the promotion of

Article 9 was
1977, and

Incal government institutions.
an irony of fate. The

59 and 60 under Chapter Il
Local Government. It was re-

vived in the Twelfth Amend-

ment of the Constitution on
18th September, 1991. But,
implementation is still awaited
in 1995. Article 17 has re-
mained intact, without any
change to-date. But the gov-
ernments over the years have
nowhere near reached its im-
plementation. Meanwhile, bu-.
reaucracy has expanded, and
NGOs came into the picture
from 1976. with the avowed
objeciive to eradicate illiteracy.
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admimstralive infrastructure.
both under Government and
Non-Government (voluntaryj
Organizations, liberally funded
by foreign donors. There is ho
lack of zeal in observing Inter-
national Literacy Day, National
Education Week and attending
international conferencesy

Now. we have representatived
[Government as well as NGOs)
at Copenhagen, participating
in the World Social Summit for
Developmeni. sponsored by
United Nations, We must wait
lo see what our national teams
bring to us. the underdevel-
oped masses, [rom Copen-
hagen. But past experience
does not make us optimistic.

Anyway. the end result after
24 years ol independence is
that. Bangladesh is Submerged
in the deep darkness of illiter-
acy: whereas the countries
around us are blazing the light
of literacy, and developing
rapidiy. If we look at the newly
developed countries of South
East Asia, we realis¢ how
essential education is for de-
velopment. The success of Sri
Lanka in South Asia is also
worth noticing. During the

'80s South Korea. China. Thai-

land and Indonesia have

To-day. we livd a big edifice of

achieved ecouonne growth 7
to Y per cenl on average.
There has been remarkable
progress in these countries in
increasing per capita incoimne,

reducing infant mortality rate
and increasing life expectancy
Behind the amazing socio-eco-
nomic developments ol those
countries, the success in uni-
versal education played the
major role. In the early 60s in
Indonesia the rate of literacy
was 39 per cent, which was
raised to 72 per cent in 1985
During this period South Korea
and Thailand added further
success to their previous rate
of literacy. raising it to ;] e
cent plus. By 1985 South Ko
rea had almost 100 per cent
literacy. In Vietnam and China.
Primaryv education for all have
already been ensured. In this
region. every country gave
special altention to female ed-
ucationt

Alter sucecess in primary
education, these counltries
have given altention to se
ondary education. based on
technology and training. After
building strong foundations at
these two stages of education.

. they went for higher educa-

tion. It is noticeable that the
private sector plays a bigger

role than the state at the level
of higher education. Every
country spends 5 to 9 per cent
of national income for the edu
cation sector. the Hon's share
of which is spent on primary
education. In Indonesia and
South Korea, B9 per cent and
84 per cent respectively ol
their Education Budget are
spent on Basic Education
These types of expenditures
and policy provfsion in the
field of education have acceler
Ated development., which. in
turn. improved standards of
living in those countries

In spite of such success in
tducation for development
around us. Bangladeshi efforts
and experience are anything
but satisfactory. After 24 years
of independence the over-all
literacy rate is hovering round
25 per cent. The adult literacy
rite is about 35 per cent. It Is
lvarnt that 43 per cent of the
¥ [ucation budget is spent on
nigher education whatever is
provided lor primary education
is also not totally utilised. It is
estimated that government
expenditure per capita on
primary students is only 2 per
cent of that spent on students
at higher levels Moreover, the
academic atmosphere at these
higher levels is not at all con-
genial. More than one lakh
students are studying Iin
neighbouring countries and
thousands mere in western
countries. Campus violence
and session jam have disrupled
the discipline. and thereby the
development of the country.

We mur. accept the truth
and take stoch of the situation
around us. Only *hen can we
find solutions to n. rage the
crisis honestly and si.=rely,
and tread the path towaras e

velopment (o saleguard the
golden tradition 6 Bengal. It

is useless to blame one another
for the fallure. 1t is the com-
bined responsibility ol all con-

cerned -- Ministries and Dij

rectorates of the Government,
NGOs. professional grougs,
politicians and individuals — to
face the challenge and carry
lorward the movement for the,
radication of Illiteracy. May
the Campaign for Popular Edu-
cation, NGOs, and the Primary
and Ma'ss Education Division of
the Government join hands to
spread literacy throughout the
i thousand villages of our

COuUniry.

- The triter is an Economist.
and Adrocate of the Bangla-
desh Supreme Court,

of world's total

Pweﬁyisoﬂenmiatedzéith-lmv
education standards and lack of rele-

essary for the sustainable eco-
nomic' growth of a country, re-
quiring a high level of input
from well-trained scientific
and technol ogical experts, says
UNESCO. Hml-revcr these ex-
pcns cannol contribute their
E;tpcﬂ.ise without the

a aclmliﬂcaily literate worl-
force."

The Jomtiem Conference in

Thailand emphasized the ne-
cessity of having a literate

population,
It éoncluded that wiffiout a

sciehtifically-literate work-
force, some countries in. the
Asia-Pacific reglon face a major-
restriction in their pursuit of
sustainable development.

At an international confer-
ence in Paris, Project 2000+,
some 200 participants from
around the world exchange
knowledge and ideas and af-
firmed their commitment o

scientific and technological
literacy for all.

This complements
UNESCO's Asia-Pacific Pro-
gramme of Educatian for All
(APPEAL) launched in 1987 to
eradicate illiteracy and univer-
salize primary education by the

G&wupﬁﬂﬁﬂm-lﬁﬂlmﬂm}
Developing countries with GNP less than USS 2,000: 1990

Yo = -TLOGEY + 210009 LXK

L
- e

GNP PER CAPTTA (US

per cent

year 2000.

APPEAL recognized educa-
tion as a means of develop
ment and as a fundamental
human right. It likewise rec-
ognized the rich heritage of
the civilization and cultures of
the region which should be

developed.
The UN-sponsored World

Conference on Education for
All (WCEFA) held in Jomtiem,
Thailand in observance of In-
ternational Literacy Year (ILY)
in 1990, enumerated three
goals to be achieved by the
year 2000. These are basic ed-
ucation for at least 80 per cent
of the world's children: reduc-
tion of the adult Iitl:r&cy rate to
half of its 1990 level: and
equality of educational oppor-
tunity for girls and boys.

Some progress appears to

have been achieved even be-

fore the Jomtiem meeting.
A UNESCO report reveals

that impressive educational
development has been achie-

ved in the region over the past’

decade, giving reason for
satisfaction.

[n a number of Asian coun-
tries, growth ratés in the pri-
mary school-age population
continue to surpass those of
student enrollments in recent

— Depthnews Asia

Eng‘hsh Teaching in Our Enghsh Medlum Schools

by Mrs Sohail Akhtar Panna

OWEVER much we
promote Bengali, Eng-

H lish is the crying need

of the hour. 1. don't oppose the
idea of learning Bengali.
Bengali 'is our mother tongue
and we must cherish it beyond
any question. In no way can we
ignore it. But there is no
denying the fact that we must
also learn English to benefit
ourselves and to benefit the
nation. Unfortunately the

standard of English has fallen

_to a deplorable level.

The first and foremost im-
provement that should be
made immediately is the im-
provement of the teaching
process. The teaching
in English medium schools
remained, guostly, as tradi-
tional as the general achools
for our country, i.e, making
their students gorge some se-
lected questions and emitting
them back in the exam
to score high marks. | person-
ally know of schocls where the
school authorities give their
Lleachers
lected quesiions with answers
ready to be taught in the

copies of some se- -

classes. Students memorise
those materials often withaut

‘going through the text. The

more one reproduces exactly
the teacher's sample, the
more marks one gets, and par-
ents in general are satisfied
with the high score thus
achieved.

But hlgh scores do not
necessarily mean a high stan-
dard of learning. Learning is
quite a different thing. Parents
have yet to understand this.’
I have found most parents {o
be more concerned with
marks in the exam than the:
enrichment of idea and origi-
nality development of their
children. | have found parents
bargaining with teachers even
over half a mark. In the face of.
this. real learning, which is a
continuing process and not
immediate result, is difficult

The next t that

can be made, in English .
medium schodls is some mod-

ification In the curriculum.
There is no central committee
or board to guide
fum of Engutg medium
schnols. There is no central

the curricu-

policy. In the name of high
standards, many schools pre-
scribed books for higher

. classes in the lower classes,

not understanding that under
pressurer damages a child's
natural aptitude for learning.
But among the general public,
unfortunately, it is believed
that the more pressure is ap-
plied to students, the bettér is
the school. So on this point
also, awareness of the general
public is important for any
change,

As there is no research
work regarding the currica-
lum, the curriculum in these
said schools mostly remain be-
hind the times. Certain text
books commonly used were
published long ago for teaching
through the “ look and say
method” with gradual phonic
treatment. They are no more
in use in the countries where
they originated. These books
and their tea®hing process are
no more found productive.
English is a dynamic subject.
So we must in¢lude the latest
books to keep pace with the

fast moving trends and to raise
the level to Internatiuna! stan-
dards.
- To develop pmﬁciency in a
language three things are nec-
essary (1) Stock of word or vo-
cabulary (2) Power of compre-
hension and (3) 8kill and ca-
parity of expression.

‘To increase vocabulary and
develop power of comprehen-

- sion, an extensive reading

habit is necessary, and the ca-
pacity of expression is the
spontaneous out flow of ab-
sorbed knowledge and feeling,
which can be shaped through
regular free-writing practice.

Another change that can be
brought about is in the system
of obsessive testing Many high-
rated schools make their stu-
dents achieve results, in my
experience through memo-
rised material aided by expen-
sive private coaching under a
steam roller ol series of class
tests. It is worth mentioning
that this tendency is not only
exclusive to  high-rated
English-medium schools but
also to many high-rated Ben

gali-medium schools. But do
these good results contribute
any thing to qualitative and
originality development of the
students which we need to day
to build our nation? The sys-
tem of taking lests as prepara-
tion [or public exams should be
modified. We must test a child
nol to pressurise him but to
test how much,a teacher can

dive Lo a child. .
It is true that English

medium schools in Bangladesh
have many ob#tacles in their

way. The greatest of them is |

getting a teacher with ade:
quate knowledge of English
and teaching capacity. The
mushroom-growth of English
medium schools without any
available control has also dete-
riorated the standard of

English. S0 there should be a
check to Ht. | repeat again that

there should be a change in
our traditional system of teach-
ing. though it is a difficult job
to break a tradition especially
in a country like ours

This wrifer is Principal
(Senior Section) Blooming
Buds Prep  School Dhan-

ronddl,. Dhaka
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Education Empowers

(M ATHMN = not ondy a
gt o exlavy s world. it
s 11 essentlal prereq-

iistte 1o all development. And,
educaton alkne can
DEOple eCono
well-heing, if

although
guaraniee
Al

e

o S 1A

does empower eac h indivichual
through 1ts eflfecis om their
attitudes, aspirations knowl
edge and skills Simultan
eously. throvigh 1is impact on
pupulation dynamics and on
the sovial cultural eCoOnNOIMIC
and political life education
helps improve the guality of
lite. creating or reinforcing the

conditions needed to reduce
the incidence ol poverty

Foaoluciimon has becosnw [
more cessible i all paris ol
the worlkd vel H i siil) 1.

from being available lor ni‘i A~
statistics show

* [lliteracy: There are cur

rently 9035 milhon Hliterate
adults worldwide Despite all
efforts. they way still number

as many as H69 4 million by
Ahe end ol the century. Seventy
per cent ol «4ll dliterates live in

only nine countries: Bangla
desh, Brazil China, Egypt
india. Indonesia Mexico

Nigeria and Pakisian. While
there is an overall decline in

the illiteracy rate.; several
couniries have registered a
rise in the number of aduli

iliterates because of popula
tionn growth. Moreover. Lhe il
literacy rate among the young
is higher than among adults

* Lack of schooling: 130
million eligible children do not
go to school and their number
may grow Lo |44 million by the
turn of the century. Of those
who do enrol. at least one
third do not linish school for a

varielty ol socio-economic rea
SoNs.

* Gemndder gap: The silualion

ts particularly avule for girls
« 4 women Twenly nine per
cen! I adiilt women are il
literate avd 77 5 mullion of the
out-ul-scii. " b "een  are
girls. The highes: femaucs, '=
literacy disparities are gener-
ally 1o be found i sub-Saharan
Africa. in Southern Asta and in

sOome Aral) sialvs

Issues

NO lastitng progress towards

sustainable developuwenn, polit
ical democratization. respect
lor human rights or social

equity can he made il eduction
1s dented a central place in de-
velopment efforts.

Educating women and ﬂniﬁ
Education is one of the keys to
uupmunL (puality of lile. espe-

t::ia'lh for women and girls. for
it has been proven that edu-
caled women in all ‘countries
have smaller [amilhies. In Brazil.
to cite just one example, illit-
erate women have 6.5 children

' on average. a figure that drops

to 2.5 for women with a sec-
ondary education.

Not only do EﬂUE‘ﬂlEd

wounen have fewer children,
those children tend to live
longer. Due to their enhanced
knowledge about health care
and nutrition, mothers are able
t0 keep their families in better
heallh. Statistically, evidence
indicates that each additional
year of a mother's schooling
translates into a 5 to 10 per
cemt decline in child mortality

| addition. the basic educa-
tion of women enhances the
pre-school care and develop-
ment of their children and
improves ithe effiracry ot
schooling by reduciug absen-
teetam and dropouts

"-“hnu. thronigh the universal
s ] A hosie echwev"on each
iiew wr bt 00 is Lawii of bet

PP Al perelils, | heErehy
Drorth i T Cumiilati=s -
froen Ane JoTWera

the mext

ProN Can
twon fr
Ine reasing productivity: it
can alen be argued that an edhs-
cier! ropuldliuvil is a richer
poptiilation. beillerequipped 1o
lace the fulure Numerous
studies verify the link between
education and improved pro-
duction Keeping wup with
modern technology. which is
now such a crucial part of the
giobal economy. also requires
skilled anid educated workers.
Todav countries like Korea
and Malaysia. for example. are
reaping the benefits of their
previous hedvy investments in
raising the overall educational

level of f'hﬂr workforce. Coun-
tries that have not followed
suit. including former eco-

nomic powers, in the North,
are [alling behind.

hnproving the quality of life:
Ralsing the general level of ed-
ucation helps enhance individ-
uals’ knowledge aod powers of
reasoning. as well as the ability
to learn and adapt to changing
condidons. Universal basic ed-
ucation encourages social mo-
bility, which in turn tends to
stimulate economic activity
through competition and
broad-based consumption. Ris-
ing expectations and social
demand [or education and
other Poods and services re.
piace fatalistic acceptance of
proverty “1oeher negative

uuul-.lh.jt;,

I 1990 "TINESCO 1w hed
the Education for All (EFA)
movement in Jomuen, Thai-
land. Since then, a concerted
worldwide effort has been
made to get more children
into better schools and to
provide literacy training for
thaose adults whe cannot read
and write.

Public spending per pupil
in Latin America and the
Caribbean., for example,
jumped from $274 in 1980 to
$434 a decade later. In the
Arab States the educational in-
vestments increased from
$233 to $ 333 per pupil.

However, many developing
countries. hard hit by eco-
nomic crises. find it diflicult te
maintain this momentum.

Rapid population growth and
inadequate financiad resources
have compounded the prob-
lem. Taking this into account
UNESCO's programmes have
concentrated on those areas
where education has maximum
impact.

* Encouraging access to
quality education for girls and
WOTmen

* Improving the quality of
education through .teacher
kbl bW PO AN~ el cur-
riciihmm developmernt

* Serking ot and promot-
Hg upwvdkive projecis that
show how others provide edu
cation, and hiteracy raining for
their communities or for
marginalized groups. such as
sireet children and cultural
minorities;

* Reforming secondary
lechnical and higher education
1o make it more relevant in a
world beset by environmental

degradation. swelling popula-
tions, AIDS, drugs and unem-

ployment;

* Working mere closely
with a broader range of part-
ners, such as non-governmeg-
tal organizations, professional
bodies. the private sector and
the media.

impeded by the inadequacy
of budgets and systemic inflex-
ibility. both gquantitative and
qualitative. educators and pol-
icy makers find themselves
conironted with substantial ob-
stacles. -

Just a glance at contempo-
rary problems highlights the
enormity of this task. On the
one hand, education is ex-
pected to respond, on a world
scale, not only to social devel-
opment demands. bu{ also to
guarantee the excellence of
teaching standards and to the
ensure that no one "misses the
boat

Education is also expected
to function as a vehicle for so-
cietal change and, at the saine
time, to cultivate intellectual
curiosity, a capacity for adap-
tation and a taste for innova-
tion.

Finally. in order to ensure
the progress of modern scci-
elies. education must also en-
courage Lthe blossoming of in-
dividuals deeply rooted in
their culture. It must shdpe ci-
tizens. All these expectations
constitute a formidable chal-
lenge.

AS part of its contribution
lowards addressing this chal-
lenge. [UNESCO has estab-
lished an International Com-
mission for Education in the
twenty-first century. Headed
by Jacques Delors (France),

‘the Commission will present

its recommendations at the
end of 1995, thus providing an
impetus for the quality of edu-
cation which aims not only al a
higher overall standard of liv-
ing but also serves to improve
the social and personal quality
of life for ourselves and for fu-
ture generations,

Ensurmg We Get Our Share of

Extra curricular Creativity

DUCATION in our coun-
iry has a-very simple de-

E

finition, it i1s the study of
very concrete and useful
disciplines. The more useful,
ihe better. Hence the

unimaginable competition to
get into the engineering and
medical colleges. Even some
traditionally beloved subjects
ol ihe world's learned, such as
Physics and Mathematics, are
looked down upon. They are
called subject= of the "general
line". Hence BUET students
think they are superior to
Dhaka University students. And
il vou would like to study a lib-
erill arts subject like Bangla,

by Gemini Wahhaj

eryone performed in.some
form. Everyvone had some tal-
ent. A certain auntie knew how
to sing, someone else danced,
and some doctor uncle or an-
other would always recite po-
etryv. In fact, | knew so many
doctors who loved to either
write poetry or recite it that
for a long time 1 believed
medicine and. poetry to be in-
timately linked

Many Bangladeshi univer-
sity professors. doctors, office
workers, and businessmen are
aclually nocturnal actors,
singers, rand writers. The re-
verse is true also. Most promi-
nent TV and stage actors,

-bility “of the school

My first reaction was ta la-
ment this huge neglect in our -
education system. But when |
look around me, [ still see
many Bangladeshi children
who take voice lessons at
home or Chhayanot, dance
lessons, and art lessons. There
are plenty. of institutions and
private instructors who're"
more than Eleling to impart
the magic of arts to any in-
terested party. Therefore,
perhaps it is not the responsi-
to take
care of a child's creative
growth Perhaps [ must ad-
dress Bangladeshi parents in
this article,

Yes, it is important to earn a good living, and if studying engineering or
medicine will guarantee this, then that is well and good. But it is just as
essential to expose a child to the arts

English Literature, or Philoso-
phy. then God help vou. If you
are a woman, then peopke will
assume youre just passing
time till you get married, and
if you are a man. your parents
will give up on you and transfer
all their hopes to your heavily
bespectacled younger brother
~ "Arls or Science?’ is the
first question a Bangali student
has to face If he or she is any
good in the sciences, then the
answer is simple. Science, .of
course. Then, aflier Intermedi
ates. Lthe next guestion
"Engineering, architecture, or
medicine?’ Most (ry for all
three with equal zeal | have
vet Lo meet a Bangladeshi who
is in the least bit Imaginative
when choosing a profession.
What Is amazing. hewever
is that Bangalis are some of the
most cultured and acecom
plished people in the world
regardless of their profession
| remember when my parents
used (o organise annual func
tons among their Irtends, ev

singers, artists, and other
types ol artistes actually hold
another strait-laced day-time
job. To interject a personal
opinion. it is the persuit of
these arts that form the back-
bone of our society — the very
essence of a Bangali life. The
happiest and most optimistic
Bangladeshis are those who are
creatively occupied

But our schools do not offer
many extra curricular activi
lies, e they encourage
theni. Some Bangla Medium
schools with large playgrounds
accommodate a good sports
programme. but such Ameri
can and European concepts as
the Student Newsletier, the
Yearhook Comumittee, and mu-
sle lessons are unheard ol
English Medium schools, while
offering a high standard of ed
ucation in the approved dis
ciplines, are even more lack
ing in the extracurricular se«
tor They act more as tutorials
than schools set out to turm owl
well rounded individuals

oo

What | need to say is this:
Yes. Math and the sciences are
valuable subjects. Yes, it is im-
portant to earn a good living,
and if studving engineering or
medicine will guarantee this,
then that is well and good. But
it is just as essential Lo expose
a child to the arts — to voice
lessons, drama lessons, dance
classes, and painting instruc-
tions. Many of our happiesi
moments. in childhood and in
later years, are those spent in
the exploration of our creative
selves. They make life, spe-
cially a Bangali life, just thai
mudch more worth living. More
importantly, they impart a
child the imagination to make
valuable choices In later life
insight into his or her own
unigue tlalents, and tremen
dous sell confidence. So ff you
think vour child has too many
free hours or looks a little too
hored engage another
private math tutor Put him in
Chhayanot! or sake her m the
Jhappt art s<hool

don t



