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CIA Report

A highly sensitive classified CIA report on eth-
nic cleansing has been published by the New York
Times (NYT), which concludes that 90 per cent
of ethnic cleansing in Bosnia were carried out by
the Serbs and that “leadiAﬁ politicians played a
role in the crimes.’ port on the NYT
story published in the journal ycsterda}r holds the
Serbs responsible for making a systematic at-
tempt to wipe out all traces of all other ethnic

oups living in the area. Ethnic cleansing sur-
aced as a policy in former Yugoslavia. The geno-
cide. which the CIA report deals with, began
after the Serbs in Bosnia rebelled inst the re-
public's secession from the Serb-dominated Yu-
goslavia. '

What

==

the CIA report refers to as ethnic
cleansing.in Bosnia by the Serbs is in reality the
killing of Bosnian Muslims by the mainly Christian
Serbs. Following the holocaust of the Jews, dur-
ing the Second World War, it is the genocide of
the Muslims af Bosnia that stands out as the
greatest criime against humanity. We had hoped
that.slaughter o ups of human beings due to
religious. cultural or ethnic differences was a
thing ot the past. But the Bosnian enocide, brings
it home again in a most cruel and heart-rendin
fashion. For it to - have oceurred in the so-calle
liberal and advanced Europe must remind us all
as to how thin the veneer is of our civilization
that we are so boastful about.
- What has stunned the world at large, especially
the Muslim world, and the ple of Asia, Africa
and Latin America was the timid, ineffective and
hesitant response of Europe and the United
States to, what is clearly the most heinous crime
against humanity. What was known all along, but
now the CIA report makes clear, is that it was
only to please the Serbs that Europe opted for a
muted response to the genocide. This sacrifice
of principles and fundamental yvalues at the altar
of prejudice and narrow interest will exact a
heavy price from us all. The Bosnian ethnic
cleansing, and the Western response to it, have
greatly eroded our general faith in universal
principles. It will take a lot of cortvincing, spread
over a length of time, to bring us all together
again. The irony is that it is o through global.
unity that we can defeat the forces which created
the Bosnian genocide.

An Unliving Land?

Bangladesh is not unfamiliar to top-of-the-
world pusitinns — only it always comes from the
reverse side. National pove and the density of
illiterate masses' and of the national population
were areas we have long been unbeatable. But
some improvement has been effected on these
fronts — production and manufactures, birth and
mortality rates, literacy, etc. Now we have been
presented with a new kind of reverse champi-
onship — new but the most da.ng rous of all of

ers

Bangladesh.negative paramet -five per
esh's tﬂthi land base isgeh'Lg de-

cent of Bangle

?raded relentlessly. Making it progressively in-
fertile. If things are not addressed correctly and
meaningfully with the right magnitude of efforts
— the degradation will spread to the remaining
one-quarter. With time, the process, if unat-

tended. will pass into irreversibility. Bangladesh
“will be a dead land — which is no land at all: un-
living and unliveable.
- An FAO report reaching Dhaka last week
painted a grim land degradation picture for South
Asian countries. And Bangladesh's was the
grimmest. For Bangladesh water was cited as the
major agent of degradation.
means that all school texts would need to be re-
vised to say that the yearly inundation doesn't
anymore enrich the soil with poli — alluvium —
but washes out to sea the Elem_ents that for mil-
lion vears have made it fecund. This all-envelop-
ooding with its erosions must be stopped.

ngBut Bangladesh's traditional land use-pattern,
the way lant:l is exploited here for farming
ses, also strips the land bare to its sterile
nes. Land is also being a

live. Up to -the present our challe
the planes of social organisation, culture, politics,

economies. Unawares of us all the ch.allenges have
undergone a qualitative jump —. a gart of them
and water,

e the

' now are grave physical ones — lan
trees and weather. Now is the time to
new adve . But sans knowledge and sans a

cemented national wlil our battle would be only

fured{}mned

AGreat Gesture

" was also

This straightway

pur-

abused here badly by
large-scale defﬂliatinn resulting in fast-receding

fﬂrﬁﬁt iIﬂLri‘g'Sﬁas to be reversed if Bangladesh is to
nges were on

The 179-year- ~old prestigious daily newspa

* suddent changed the name it has introduce it-

~self on 20,000 million copies it has printed over
65 thousand consecutive days, exce Sun-
days. But the change was ma eforas e day —
last Wednesday, March 8 that is. And the great
Scottish juuma] was back to its t name the
very next day — Thursday. The man. What

- made it go fﬂr such a change? Must it be a mighty
cause, as weighty as a mountain. The day was in-
cidenta]l the International Women's Day and that
held the clue to the change. And the nther clue
needed for unravelling the reason- behind was

what was the name it changed into for a day. You
have guessed right and have .proven the house
publishing the journal hit it absolutely t with
its little game. On Wednesday morning

landers got their mnrning newspaper nﬂed%
Scotswoman.

To take the game a little further than a mere

symbolic gesture would require, the newspaper
introduced — again for that day alone — malt
hands into key editorial pos ‘Fhe great ge

rung a bell tn the suhcunﬁnmta.l mind. -dtn;-

ka-sultan was an episode enacted some four
hundred years back by the second Great Mughal
Humayun. He made’ a Visti — water cmﬂe —
emperor for a day.

A more cogent and socially more ificant
parallel can be traced to.the hanal of
wild feminine excess observed in the Orphic
traditions of classical Greece. The loss of
women’'s primacy in everything social and do-
meatic was attempted to bc: compensated by a

€ day's freedom in a _
!;hatult one needn't take Smtsmn gcatura in
tional Women's Dajr has been lent an unprece-
dented a{ggiﬂcancc by the unusual departure

made by great newspaper.

t. This year's observance of the Interna- -

these kinds of

]

HE Barings' collapse that

shook and unnerved fina-

__nciers all over the
world last week should go
down in history as one of the
most significant events of
financial catastrophe that the
world could ever imagine. The
233-year oldest merchant
bank of Britain, owned and
managed by Barings brothers,
fell apart with its estimated 6
billion pounds of fixed assets
and an enviable worldwide
reputational network. The ups
and downs In financial
institutions are no exceptions,
and at times, such happenings
feed newspapers with
interesting analyses. But, this

_time. Barings hit the headlines

not for Ils rise from any dip (or
vice versa), but for its alleged
dive into a deep dip that
knocked it olf the tournament.
More vividly. a single person is
alleged 1o be responsible for
the entire crack on Lhis giant
ship. The archilect is reporied
to be a LB-year-uld "man”
named Nick Leeson who is
presented as very voung. very
vaiin. good-looking. tolerably
rich and quite uncontrolled”.
This chiel trader at the
Singapore office ol Baring
Futures used Lo draw. till the
moment he was without hand-
cuff, an annual salary of
$150,000 plus a bonus. This
amount, of course. excludes
his entitlements to a fashion-
able apartment and tour ex-
penses o wherever he wanted
to be. However, the world-fa-
mous news magazines like the
Economist. News-Week and
Time came up with interest-
ing cover-stories relating to
Barings Bank and Nick Leeson.

How and Why it Happened

Most of the losses for which
the bank is said to have gone
broke allegedly came from Mr
Leeson's "overambitious” and
"unscrupulous” trading of two
ordinary derivative instru-
ments based on the Nikkei
share index. Like others, fie
"arbitraging”, i.e.,
seeking to profit from differ-
ences in the prices of Nikkei-
225 futures contracts listed on
the Osaka Securities Exchange
(OSE) in Japan and the
Singapore Monetary Exchange
(SIMEX). "Arbitrage” is simply
a business that involves buying
[utures contracts on one mar-
ket and simult J.l]tULl‘ih :u:‘llmg

then Lhe
twrr]nt:m e il(:{m* Eﬂa Fﬁt-
premium. Thl‘: margin from

such trading shquld usually be
small in to-day's highly com-
‘petitive - and hi-tech world.
Hence. the arbitrageurs. quite
obviously. need to place huge
volumes in buving and selling
to harvest home a [al profil.
Theoretically, arbitrage can
hardly make any broker broke
if he/she takes the text book
prescribed optimal strategy: to
take a long position in one
market (i.e. betting on a rise)
and then offset that by a posi-
ton in the short market (i.e.
betting on a 'falll and thus
minimizing the risk. Small
risk. small gain; but no risk, no

| gain, — that is the crux of the

| game of arbitrage.

Leeson used to ﬂdd]:
around with just the same. On
many occasions, his trump
cards paid him dividends and
4% a result. Barings also earned

quite handsome amount from
futures trading.

family was happy with his dili-
gence, articulation and knowl-

‘But like the famous saying.”
greed breeds sin and sins lead
to death”.
seemed. to have visited Barings
for its utter greed. Leeson was
s0 much obsessed with his
success in the game in recent
years that he soon forgot to re-
alize that it was a gambling
where one cannot continue to
fdce losses unless one is en-
dowed with limitless wealth.

He allegedly began to move be-
yond arbitrage and instead of
"hedging” his positions, went
on gambling on the future di-
rection of the Japanese mar-
kets. The "animal spirit” of his

capitaliam p-erhaps. led htm

Sir, It was 1:30 pm | was

walking along the footpath of
one of the most busy roads, the

Science Laboratory crossing of
Dhaka city. All the vehicles
bound to New Market,
Azimpur or Nilkhet area were
standing still due to red traffic
signal. Among the vehicles
there was an ambulance which
was also motionless, carrying a
patttnt The siren of the vehi-
cle was announcing it's hurry-
ness. But no one seemed to
notice that. Isn't it 4 callous

But it s a common scene

- for the Dhaka city dwellers.

Not only ambulance but also
other emergency vehicles face
situations.
Moreover. sometimes these
emergency vehicles have to
standstill along with other ve-
hicles ini a traffic jam due to
some unn reasons (i.e.
quarrel between two rickshaw
pullers). But
normally as if it is not-a situa-
- tion to be concerned about.

I don't know of any such
country which has gut this _
kind of problem. Traffic jtm
occurs in many countries. But
they have a separate traffic rule

Quite ra-'
tionally, everybody in Barings -

edge about futures markets. .

death suddenly

everyone acts -

to buy $7 bilien worth of
stock-index futures and sell
$20 billion worth of bond and
interest rate futures contracts
till the 23rd February, accord-
ing to news-reports.

Then came the Kobe
earthquake in January that
seemingly “"wobbled” the
Nikkei index and shattered Mr
Leeson's strategy. Analysts
tend to argue that to keep
Leeson and his bank safe and
sound, Nikkei had to stay in
the 18,500-19,500 range but
it was going down gradually.
Leeson, instead of remaining
quiet after the slide following
the quake. began laying huge
"naked” (not hedged against
the possibility that Nikkei
might not go up] bets on a sub-
sequent rebound in the Nikkei.
Even Tokye and Slnglpurt
traders were tensed and
watched Leeson's (or for that
matter, Barings') game with
mounting puzzlement and pos-
sibly pondered over the plun-
der he was going to make
then. In a regime of falling
prices, usually one should try
to "cut the loss and lick the
wounds”, but Leeson of Barings
seemed to have done just the
reverse: adding salt to the in-
jury by buying more after the
January 23rd big slide. When
Leeson could visualize that the
index might roll down to low
again, he wanted to buy more
shares to kick out competi-
tors, monopolize the market
and thus push up the price in-
dex to pay for his mammoth
loss. But as ill luck would have
it. the wind blew otherwise
and 'Leeson's sheer ego to
control the world's second
largest Tokyo stock markel
miserably failed and at tha
time the index plunged 1000
points o under 17 80U. Thus
the massive loss, reported to
be amounting to $1 billien, just
within a month or two, al-
legedly sank the bank and laid
all cosv wishes ol Leeson to

-rest.

Ego and the Go

I is quile astonishing to
know as to how a single person
of Leeson’s age and education
(never he crossed college
levell could be worth so mmich
of responsibilitv of such a fa-
mons bank. The answer, as
noted carlier. is that in the
pastL. sich Tulures trading
through him brought forth

- good lortunes o the bank and

he has long been greeted for
his astounding success in this
line of trading. For example. it
is reported that last year
Barings, profits from futures
trading originating most from
Leeson's efforts, rose from S$2
million ($1.2m) to S$20 mil-
lion. !

There are a number of fac-
tors that seemed to have con-
tributed to this dash. It is be-
ing said that in usual practice,
two persons should be at the
helm of two important but in-
terrelated affairs. The head of
settlements of a financial insti-
tution of Barings kind should
not, at the same time. be the

head of trading eof the same
bank because in doing so. one

forbids any check and balance

so much required for the two

wings tq operate efficiently
and with less risks. While in
most other banks these two
functions are reported to be

 segregated, for unknown rea-

sons. Barings empowered
Leeson to carry on with two
responsibilities and thus al-
lowed him to hide the risks he
was taking, or to put bluntly,
the amount of money he was
throwing into the ocean. It is

~ also alleged that there was no

"control system” excepting the

fact that "Leeson was the sys«

temn”. Barings had been begin-
ning to realize the odds re-
cently. but it was too late to
- help avert the-crash.

Inr thes: klnd of Emcrgcnc}r
vehicles. | have not seen any-

where other than our own

- country that an ambulance is

kept at a standstill carrying a
‘serious patient,

Many seminars, aympm

siums, processions etc were

held demanding a remedy to
the traffic problem in our
country. But nobody took the
necessary steps to solve it.

S0, | request to the proper
authority te solve this problem
so that these wvehicles can
serve their duty properly.

- Munir Ahmed

Department of Botany
Dhaka University

"Strong Taka"

Sir, Ref letter ‘Etmng Taka'

(Feb 20), the solution lies not
on devaluation, but on increas-
ing efficiency by one-third,
plus decreasing s}ratcm-luu
(infrastructure] by one-third.”
. Our labour leaders and
management understand these
simple solutions (7). Simple in
idea, but we have to work
harder to implement it. Lazy
leaders who seek quick short
cuts are no good for the coun-
try.

A consumer
Dhaka

- debated

' tinise
“pread corruption,

Mr. Leeson and the Lesson

The Barings disaster raised
important questions that could
havé fruitful bearings on finan-
cial system of the world. First,
Osaka and Singapore markets
failed “to ferret out why
Barings futures was racking up
urniusually large pasitions”. This
obviously points to lack of
proper information-feeding
across markets Second. in-
ternational regulators should
have worked more closely to
avert such a grave crisis.
Third, Barings biggesy prob-
lem is said to be its desire to
hold into the antiguated tradi-
tion of its founders. Barings

When Barings Bears Barefoot
Beneath the Surface

by Abdul Bayes

grew slow to respond to the
gl-obn] financial peaks and
troughs and displayed its
“inability to integrate its old
line merchant banking skills
with its newer rawer securi-
ties side.” The chiefl lesson is,
perhaps, that few firms are
“too big to fail. in the roaring
rapids of 90 finance "~ Fourth.
no matter what the levels of
profits are. a single person
should not. perhaps. be en-
trusted with the task of grap-
pling with such a huge futures
imvolvement. Financial institu-
tions can remain heathy and
wealthy, only if a properly
aware team of talents works
together. And finally. a "hedge”
is a must for futures trading so
that all eggs are not placed in
one basket. Barings. experi-
ence thus calls others to keep
their ball-bearings tight.

" The writer is a Professor of
Economics and Dean of Social
Sciences. Jahangirnagar
University.

Looking Back at
March towards Independence

March 11, 1971
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman received a te
the PPP chiel Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto. Rumor had it that General

Yahya would also arrive Dhaka soon. People vehemently
reacted with the question — 'why Yahya?

The Chhatra Union circulated. as widely as it could,
copies of its leaflet which contained a call for establishing an
expioitation-free society in Bangladesh. The leaflet further
The people of East Bengal expected that subsequemt to
the general elections. the National Assembly session would
property be held. that the Constitution would properly be
and that the Army would return to the barracks after
smoothlv transferring power to the elected representatives of
the people Bul. Yahya Khan's Martial Law frustrated all such
- Thus, the leaflet of the Union clearly
ralsed a call for establishing a separate independent state in

sal i)

framed

expectations

Lhe eastern wing ol Pakistan.

The Dhaka Television also played an active role during the
non-cooperation movement in the form of telecasting such
programimes as  were tuned and tailored to the spirit of the

struggle lor independence.

As many as 24 prisoners fled from the Barisal jail. The
conflict between the police and the prisoners took place. and
a number of prisoners were injured,
also injured. Attempts were also made to break the Comilla
jail but they did not succeed. At least. 3 prisoners died and a
humlrf‘d seriously wounded owing to police firing.

N

legram message from

while 25 sepoys were
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A SERIES OF INTERVIEWS AND ARTICLES ON THE CURRENT POLITICAL CRISIS

"This Government has Failed to Handle
Very Basic Issues Facing the Nation"

AnlnmicwwithJuﬂyaPlrtyhndnrMMﬂAhmd

The Daily Star (DS)
according to you, are the rea-
sons for the present political
stalemate? What is the way
out? Please elaborate your per-
sonal views on what lhm:.-ld be
the next step.

Moudud Ahimed (MA): The
present political crisis has a
long hackground. It has aclu-
ally originated from the way
the government, the Parlia-
ient ael the organic in-
stitutions including the judi-

ciary have been handled by the
ruling party Trom the time they
hate assinned power. 1 would
like to sunuuarise them as+ol-
lows:

(1) The recime being inex-
pericnced  and incompetent
failed W handle soine very b
sic issues faciug the hation. For
exaunple. terrorism both inside
and vutside ithe cannpuises, law
and order situation ineluding
random killings ot students
and businessmen, Farakka is-
sue. Babri mosque issue and its
effects in Bangladesh, the

- problems of the farmers and

industrial workers, lack of in-
vestment in the industrial sec-
tor and the overall slackening
of the administration. When
the opposition took up these
and other vital issues in the
Parliament there was no seri-
ous effort on the part of the
government to either mitigate
these issues or to arrive at a
consensus with the oppositién
to handle such issues collec-
tively. When the Parliament
these issues, the
Prime Minister being the key
figure of the regime, used to
remain absent. The Prime
Minister did not make any
statemment on any of the four
budgets presented by this gov-
ernment.

(I1) -So the Parliament's
primary function to control the
government was substantially
diminished due to the contin-
uous absence of the Prime
Minister and the non-serious
casual approach of the ruling
party to the Parliament as a
whole. Whereas the Parliament
should have been the focal
point of accountability. On the
contrary we have seen how the
authorily of the Parliament has
gradually eroded and how it
‘has lost its importance. Since

"the Parliament failed to con-

trol the government and scru-
its misdeeds, wides-
indecision
in respect of vital matters of
development, lack of cohesign
in the administration, party-
based  patronisation in all

| spheres of administration,

business and deve t, and
above all its making laws by
way of Ordinances by-passing

the sovereignty of Parliament,

caused a great amount of loss
of confidence in this highest
national forum amongst all
sections of people.

(III) One of the precondi-
tions for an effective and
workable parliamentary systenf
is to cultivate and sustain mu-
tual trust, respect and confi-
dence between the ruling
party and the opposition,
notwithstanding ideological or

‘1. policy differences. But unfor-

tonately the ruling party failed
to maintain the principles of
minimum ethics in their deal-
ings with the opposition. The
ruling party signed a 4-peoint
agreement with the Awami
League in order to bring them
back to Parliament when they
were boycotting the session in
m:s But once the Awami

. Wh'.-tt

by Chapal Bashar

League returned to the House
ithis agreement was not im-
plemented by the treasury
side. Similarly commitments
were broken with the Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami on
various issues. This unreliable
behaviour only caused further
mistrust and widened the dis-
tance between the ruling party
and the opposition parties.

fiV) In any government of
this world to-day, be it a de-
veloped or a developing soci-
ety, whenever there is any po-

litical crisis in the Parliament.

Lhe primary responsibility falls
on the ruling party to resolve
such crisis because of its
higher stake involved in stay-
ing in power. It becomes in-
cumbent on the ruling party to
initiate reproachment in order
to stay in power and run the
government effectively. The
philosophy of a good govern-
ment is and can never be
aimed at isolating itself from
being accountable. An existing
government also works to a
dreat extent for the benefit of

the next government in terms |

of the tradition and values it
leaves behind. Unfortunately
H‘fel:-fﬁ%n;":,-um contlrary. just

(VI As [ar as the streng-
thening ol the democratic
values and institutions is
concerned, the ruling party
adopted a highly arrogant
attitude towards the oppo-
rsition. Public meetings called
by the opposition were breken
up by the ruling partymen with
the help of the police, section
144 was used at random to
close down the proposed
meetings of the opposition in
hundreds of places and finally
we have seen how much the
judiciary has undergone
political interference in the
course of its functioning. We
have seen how the very
foundation of democracy i.e. a
free and fair electivn process,
hias beeu distorted by the
ruling govermment. The atti-
tude w win the clection by any
Medkils is very wuch a legation
of a very important democratic
value. Since the rmiling party
was nol willing to lose various
Pourashava clections and the
by-electivns in national con-

" stituencies, they adoupted all

kinds of measures to win thein
by misusing power. false voting
and vote rigging, which cven
tually destroyed the very basic
requirements of a representa-
tive government.

(VI) So the opposition polit-
ical parties having seen the
behaviour. of the government
and its failure to improve and
strengthen the democratic
values and institutions, came
forward with a Political Reform
Programme so that democracy

. can take its root in the country
' on a permanent basis. It was
suggested that let all the future -

general elections be held un-
der a non-partisan neutral
caretaker government so that
every government or political
party can be freely tested by
the voters at the time of elec-
tion. The general elections
ought to be held without any
political party being in power.
This will free the Election
Commission’ and the
Administration from the influ-
ence of the ruling party. This
will create a better erwiron-
ment for the voters to exercise
their right of franchise more

. freely and without fear, intimi-

dation and undue political or
administrative influence from
any quarter. It is on these
premises, the demand was
raised by the opposition to
bring necessary changes in the
Constitution so that every rul-
ing government is aware that
during the election period it
will not be in power and this
will make the government
.mnore accountable for its per-
formance while In power. It
will in a way force the ruling
governmgnt te try to do its
best to perform well and re-
strain itsell from Indulging In

corruption and malpractices

while administering the coun-
try. .Unfortunately the ruling

party did not look al this pro-
posed Reform in the right
spirit, which in fact has led to
the rise of the present crisis.
On the contrary the govern-
ment took an arrogant position
on this issue. Although they
have put various con-
stitutional and social argu-
ments against such a proposal
but the fact is that the main
reason of the refusal was its
owit lack In sell-conflidence
and loss of popularity so much
»0 Lhat they came Lo realise
Lthat once they are nol in
power they will not be able to
win the election and return to
power again.

(VII) Since the opposition
members have now resigned,
notwithstanding what happens
in the court rooms or what po-
litical role the Speaker goes on
playing, the fact is that the
Members who have resigned
cannot go back to the
Parliament. The only way out

for the govermment, will
immediately - resfgn.’ ﬂazfﬁ!

the Parliament and hold gen-
eral -eléctions under a non-
partisan neutral caretaker gov-
ernment. Once it is agreed in
principle between the parties,
then the details can be worked
out in consultation with the
opposition and if there is any
constitutional lacuna in effect-
ing such an arrangement, the
same can be agreed upon by all
the contending parties to have
the same removed by way of an
amendment to the Consti-
tution in the next elected
Parliament. Although, I must
admit, that if is not a good
practice but since the
opposition was forced to re-
sign and the ruling party did
not respond to the Reform

prior to their resignation, this
metlixd reimains to he the al-
terialive to re=olve the issue.

(VI Il 1the government
proceeds to Lhold by-clections,
the time ol which has almost
run oul. or the general elec-
tions, without the participation
of thg opposition parties, it

will only plunge the country -

into more uncertainty and
chaos leading (o disruption of
the demuocratic process as a
whole

DS: Everybody is talking
about elections — but when
should it be held — within the
next few months, or later in
the year, or at its scheduled
time early next year? Suggest
measures to be taken for the
timing of your choice.

MA: The general elections
should be held as early as pos-
sible in order to free the coun-
try from the present state of
uncertainty. It will be to the
best of Interest of all as well as
the nation. The elections ought
to be held latest by the month
of May.

DS: How to ensure an inde-
pendept Election Commi-
ssion? What are the pros and
cons of the EC Bill passed?

MA: It is not whether the
Election Commission is inde-
pendent. The pertinent point
is whether the Commission is
in a position to exercise its in-
dependence — it is a more im-
portant guestion in the
Bangladesh context to-day. The
issue is how to enable the
Election Commission to func-
tion freely from any political
control or influence. Notwith-
standing what extent of power
is given to the Election
Commission, it will not be able
Lo exercise its power unless (a)
it is free from any poMltical
government. (b) it has control
over its own finance; (c) it has
a total control over the entire
election machinery down to
the grassroots level; (d] The
Chief Election Commissioner
and other Commissioners are
debarred from taking up any
other job and (e} recons-
tJtution of the present Election
Commission and Iifs overall
reorganisation takes place

50 the Election commission

Bill passed recently is not of
much relevance as none will
really dispute the necessity of
strengthening it further. No
one will also disagree that
there should be a Code of
Conduct for political parties

which can be prepared by mu-
tual conswultations and once all

political parties agree to such a
Code it shoyld not be difficult
to implement itL.

DS: What are your views on
the need for a computerised

voters’ list and Identity Cards?
Can we ensure fair election
without them? If we want

them, then what be the
time frame for
MA: The idea of a

computerized voters' list and

Identity Card is very good and
it will certainly help in
ensuring a fair election but we
do not have to wait for them,
in order to hold an early
election to resolve the present
crisis. An immediate general
election in the line suggested
above is more important for
the . nat than the pre-
“paration of the Idertity Cards.
We did not have any Identity
Cards at the time of the last
elections held in 1991 yet that
election was considered to be
generally free and fair.

DS: We hear a lot about
black money being a factor in
the next election. What are
your suggestions to make elec-
tion funding transparent and
accountable?

- MA: This is not going to be
an easy task to resolve. It will
take time before we can de-
velop a tradition in the country
In this regard and all the major
political parties * decide to
spend less for the election.
Although new laws can be
made for strict control on -
spending but it will more de-
pend on awareness on the part
of the political parties and
their candidates. In order to
achieve this objective the lead-
ers at the national level as well
as the candidates at the con-
stituency level can come to a
mutual agreement with regard
to the respective spending
schedule and can take deci-
sions to cut down their re-
Speclive exXpenses.

DS: What are your views on
the mechanism under which
the next election should be
held? What about mnﬂt--

MA: The next general eltc«
tions should be held under a
non-partisan neutral caretaker
government. As the .ruling
party has refused: to hrlng any
amendment to the Cons-
titution in terms of the
political reform suggested by
the opposition parties for
which they waited for nearly
10 months, and since the
Members of Parliament
belonging to the opposition
parties have now resigned,
there cannot be any amen-

dment to the Constitution in
the present Parliament. So the
elections held under a non-
partisan neutral government
will have to be ratified by the
next elected Parliament by way
of amendment of Constitution
in line with the 11th Amend-
ment of the Constitution
passed in the Parliament in
1991.

DS: Do you think that there
should be some sort of political
understanding between the
ruling party and the

tion to ensure a free
and fair election? Is such an
understanding possible? If yes,
then what should be the next
step? If not, why mot?

MA: Once it is agreed that
the general elections will be
held under a non-partisan neu-
tral interim government. the
ruling party and the opposition
should sit together to work out
the details They can also ceme
to an understanding as (o re-
constitution of the Election
Commission. preparation of
Code of Conduct and any other
matter that may be relevant w
ensure a free and falr slection



