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Untying the
Gordian

A SERIES OF INTERVIEWS

AND ARTICLES ON THE CUR-

Jat I}'ﬂ Pﬁ]'ty
leader Mou-

dud Ahmed
has termed
| the concept
of caretaker
government
a Political
Reform Pr-
ogramme
which, he
says. will
help democracvy fuke its root
in the couniry permanently.
"Unfortunately. the ruling
party did not look at this pro-
posed reform in the right
spirit. which in lact has led
to the present crisis. On the
olther hand. the govermment
took an arrogant position on
this issue”. says the JP
leader. According (o him, the
only way oul for the govern-
menl is lo resign immedia-
tely. dissolve Parliament and
hold general elections under
a non-partisan neutral ca-
retaker governmeni. Full text
of interview on Page 4.
Tomorrow: Inierview of
Rajiqul Islam Mia. member,
standing commitlee of the
BNI" and Minister jor Hou-
sitng cend Pulbilic Works.
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NEWS BRIEFS

City BNP meets
today

A meeting of all vice presi-
dents of the Dhaka City BNP
and all presidentis, general
secretaries and organising sec-
retaries of the party’'s Dhaka
city thana units will be heild
today at 7 pm at the residence
of the city BNP president and
Labour Minister, LI Gen (Retd)
Mir Shawkat Ali. reports BSS

UNAB symposium

The United Nations Asso-
ciation of Bangladesh (UNAB)
arranged a symposium in
Dhaka yesterday in support of
the World Summit for Seocial
Development now being held
in Copenhagen. Educationist
and researcher Raushan Jahan
vas the main speaker
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Agreement on WSSD

COPENHAGEN. Mar
Delegates to the United Ha
tions social summit (WSSD)
here linally agreed today on a
plan to end poverty and social
injustice but warned that re-
sults would not come quickly
or easily, reports Reuler.

Leaders [rom across the
globe are expected to approve
the plan on Sunday.

Summit commitiee chair-
man Juan Somavia told re-
porters that a drall declaration
over which governments have
argued day and night allweek
was 'basically finished’ with
only the wording of a clause on
the logistics of development
still to be finalised.

He said the cunfcﬂ:ncﬂ's

declaration of war on poverty
was a radical departure from
previous approaches to the
problem.

"I truly believe this is a his-
toric commitment. We have
been lalking about tinkering
with poverty — what we are
saying here is Lhat poverty
should not exist,” Chile’'s UN
ambassador said.

The first of some 120 lead-
ers were already in the Danish
capital today as Somavia, one of
the summit's principal
founders, announced there was
an agreement for them to sign.

South African President
Nelson Mandela. Cuban Presi-
dent Fidel Castro and Chinese
Prime Minister Li Peng had

declaration

"arrived by mid-day but Pales-

tinian leader Yasser Arafat can-

celled plans to attend, saying
he was too busy with Middle
East peace talks.

Asked by reporters on his |

arrival what he expected from
the summit, Castro replied in
Spanish, "Let's wait and see.”

Mandela was more forth-

coming: "l expect us to go into
the problems that worry the
world — hunger, poverty...
which undermine the effort of
the international community to
better the lives of human be-
ings." he said.

The Copenhagen confer-
ence, billed as history's biggest
gathering of world leaders,
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Dhaka reaffirms vow PM addresses

to ensure basic edn

From Masud Hasan Khan

COPENHAGEN. Mar 10:
Bangladesh today reaffirmed
ils commitment for ensuring
basic education to all for
achieving sustainable devel-
opment.

The commitment was made
Al a mini summit of nine most
populous states now pursuing
antbitious programmes for
higher education and eradica-
tion of illiteracy.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia was scheduled to
address the mini summit but
later it was cancelled.

Indian Prime Minister Na-
rasimha Rao. Indonesian Pre-
sident Suharto, Bangladesh
Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman and leaders
of Pakistan. China. Brazil,
Egypt. Mexico and Nigeria and
chiefs of UNDP. UNICEF,
LINFPA and LNESUO were

present at the informal mini-
summit at the Bella Centre
auditorium.

Reading out a joint commu-
nigue on behalfl of all the nine
countries, the Indian prime
minister appealed to the world
leaders attending the World
Summit on Social Develop-
ment (WSSD) to give due con-
sideration to education in the
upcoming Cupcnhag:n Decla-
ration.

"Education for all is essen-
tial in overcoming exclusion
and achieving social integra-
tion in modern societies; it is
instrumental to the success of
efforts to reduce unemploy-
ment and eliminate poverty. ™
the communique said.

Bangladesh at the summit
fully endor=cd the joint com-
HiunNigue.
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summit today

COPENHAGEN, Mar 10:
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia wil]l address the first day
of the ptenary session of the
WS8SD summil tomorrow, re-
ports BSS.

The two-day session will be
participated by the world lead-
ers at the Bella Centre in the
Danish Capital to devise ways
to tackle the three key chal-
lenges — poverty alleviation.
employment creation and so-
cial integration.

World leaders have already
arrived here to deliberate on
the critical social issues con-
fronting the present world of
over 5.5 billion people at the
UN sponsored summit.

Begum Zia, who is leading
the Bangladesh delegation at
the summit, said that the
commiiments at the highest
political level should be pro-
Jecled in a way to identify the
means (0 meel the basic
needs for social progress.

The Pirime Minister will call

See Page 12 Col 8 ;

Poor manpower, corruption hinder

quality control of drugs

Lack of manpower and [a-
cilities. laulty operating me-
thod and corruption in the
Drug Administration are hin-
dering its main function — the
quality control of drugs, an
authoritative source said.

According (o the Director of
the Drug Administration, the
gualities of most local drugs in
the market vary from time to
time due to lack of proper
leehnical facilities of the man-
ufacturers and costs of ingre-
dients

Each year. the Drug Admin-
istration (DA} collects Tk 16
lakh worth ol samples ol
medicines for testing Lheir
gualitv. Yet. this vear the gov-

By Sharier Khan
ernmeni has allocated a mere
Tk 4 lakh for the purpose. In
other words, the DA is depen-
dent on the drug manufactur-
ers and chemists for free sup-
ply ol drugs and medicines for
sampling. That is why. in most
cases. the manufacturers only
provide the DA with samples
from the best batches of pro-
duction. As a result. random
sampling to test efficacy is
ruled out.

Again. due to corruption by
a section of unscrupulous em-
plovees of the DA, many drug
manufacturers get away with
their poor quality products,
observed sources in the Che-
miists and Drug@sts Samity.

Corruption. coupled with
dissalisiaction. have taken
deep roots in Lhe drug admin-
Istration. noted a well placed
source in the DA, requesting
anonymity.

There is hardly any provi-
sion for promotion of the 66
officers in the DA across the
country, comprising 11 in-
spectors and some 40 superin-
lendents. One frustrated su-
perintendent said he has been
serving in the same post for
the past 15 years.

Also. there are only 24 of.
fices of the DA covering the
medicine markets in the coun-
tryv's 64 districts.

See Page 12 Col )
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11, 1995

Gen Manzur murder -|

More people
questioned
By Staff Correspondent

Investigators continued the-
ir efforts to gather more in-
formation regarding the 1981
killing of Maj Gen Manzur, CID
sources said yesterday.

No fresh arrest was made in
connection with the case but
several other persons were

‘questioned. The sources de-

clined to give details. o
Another sources said five

people weré guestioned Fri-
day, two of whom ‘were

- brought to the CID office at

Malibagh. CID control room
sources neither confirmed nor
denied this.

It was not clear whether

jailed former president H M

ted or not

vesterday. Ershad was the
See Page 12 Col 6
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WB suggests turning
T&T into PLC

By Krishna P Roy

The World Bank (WB) has
suggested conversion of Bang-
‘ladesh Telephone and Tele-
graph Board (BTTB) into a
public limited company (PLC)
for its 'effective autonomy.'

The bank is of the view that
conversion of BTTB into a PLC
should be adopted as a me-
dium term objective over the
next 2 to 4 years.

This would result in formal

" 'separation of ownership and

day-to-day managerial control,
the WB says in its final report
on telecommunication sector
reform.

The bank says, it would be
the only means whereby
BTTB's employees can in fu-
ture be recruited, paid and

managed in accordance with a
much moré commercial and
customer-oriented approach.
This is crucial to overcome
many of the factors that have
hindered BTTB's level of per-
formance in the past, says the
report compiled recently.
The process of converting

BTTB into a PLC could itself

serve as a vehicle for defining
and implementing a full re-
form, the bank study says.

It, however, says there are
severdl obstacles to the imme-
diate conversion of into
a PLC.

The quality of accounting
information in BTTB weuld
also not be adequate for a lim-

"~ See Page 12 Col 8
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DANC r AS \{}U l. Ihl- Inn ' 1tmnal Wumens Da}r Lelehratmn anmlttae organised a

funtion at the city = Ramna Batemul yesterday.
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Oppus.itiun calls
48-hr hartal

from tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The major opposition polit-
ical parties have called a 48-
hour hartal throughout the
country from 6 am tomorrow.

The Awami League, the
Jatiya Parly and the Jamaat-e-
Islami have called the hartal to
press their demands for disso-
lution of parliament and gen-
eral elections under a non-
party caretaker government.

The hartal call was given on
Januwary 25 al separate rallies
in the city at the end of a
country-wide strike on the day.

The Awami League yester-
tlay brought out a torch pro-
vession in the city in support

il the 48-hour hartal.
See Page 12 Col 6
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People gather around a destroyed motercycle and a car at the site of a bomb blast which killed

10 in front of a Shi ite mosque in Karachi during Juma prayers yesterday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Blast kills 10

in Karachi
mosque

KARACHI, Mar 10 A power-
ful b bla=t coxl gun attack
on 4 Shiite Mushim mosgue
killed a1 least 10 people and
woulided 28 on Fridavy in the
latest terrorist assault to rock
this violence-wracked city. re-
ports AP

Children accounted for

seven of the dead and 14 of
the wounded in the thunder-
ing explosion just putside the
main entrance of the Hussaini
Jamia Mosque in east Karachi.
The kids were playing while
hundreds of worshipers
packed the mosque for the
Juma prayers in the afternoon.

There was no evidence
linking the bombing to
Wednesday s shooting that
killed twe Americans who
worked at the US Consulate.
However. both were horrific

examples ol the surging vio-
lence that has convulsed

See Page 12 Col 3

The Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE) closed last week with
the index 0.177 per cemt down
eempared io that of the previ
ous weekend, butl the transac
tions of shares were high due
to a buying spree prompted by
the price fall of new issues.

Market operators said
prices of the new issues were
very high because speculations
were high. The prices were
corrected last week creating a

buying rush among the share
The composite price index

By Sohel Manzur

closed at B26 70 points as
against 828 |7 points of the
previous weekend. although
Lhe index picked up to B37.44
on the second day of trading
last week

Analysis said the market
during the last two months
happened to be a buyers' mar-
ket, as a belief was strong that
buyers of the present time
would be the real gainers of
the booming bourse

The prices of shares are
still very low and have been
ranging within a small it

which would no longer remain
alfter the involvement of the
institutional equity investors in
the private sector, likely to
appear on the bourse within a
few months. they said.

A total of 448 020 shares
and debentures worth Tk
73.155 million were traded
last week as against 233 166
shares and debentures worth
Tk 46.95 million of the previ
ous werk

Market capitalisation of the
Hsted securilies closed last
week at Tk 42 73 billion after

Share market: Index down, transactions up

picking up to Tk 42.99 billion
on Monday. It was Tk 42.52
billion at the close of trading
in the previous week.

The share price of Singer
Bangladesh experienced a ma-
jor fall on Thursday after be-
coming the top gainer on the
first three days of the week.
The price fell by Tk 252.96
per share Thursday after gain-
ing by Tk 116 Tk 147 .70 and
Tk 192.25 on Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday respectively

Eastern Housing coptinued

See Page 12 Col 7

| holes as Lhe

| No environment for foreign

investment, says Hasina

RAJSHAHI. Mar 10: Awami
League chiel Sheikh Hasina
today said the government had
failed to create environment
for foreign investment due to
its wrong policy. indecision
and lawlessness, reports UNB.

She also identified load-
shedding. (errorism, bribery
complication
loain and administrative loop-
impediments of

in disburslnpi'

investiment,

Hasina was talking to a
group ol businessmen led by
President of the Rajshahi
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry Mohammad Ali Sarkar
at the local Circuit House this
morning.

Hasina refuted [requent
slatements by vested groups
tiuit people's movement ham-

, See Page 12 Col 5

Looking Back at

March towards
Independence

On this day in 1971
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman re-
ceived a telegramme message
from Zulfigar Ali Bhutto who
informed that he would be very
much willing to meet Mujib in
Dhaka to discuss important is-
sues. Tajuddin Ahmad issued a
series of directives to the peo-
ple asking them to keep the
"economy in full gear". The
Chhatra Union circulated
copies of its leaflet which con-
tained a call for establishing an
independent. Bovereign state:
in favour of the people inhabit-
ing the eastern wing of
Pakistan. Air Vice Marshall
(retd) Asghar Ali Khan sensed
or smelled an imminent disin-
tegration of Pakistah. As many
as 24 prisoners fled from the
Barisal jail. The conflict be-
tween the police and the pris-
oners took place in Comilla,

(More on page 4)

Indian team likely
to visit CHT
March 14

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 10: A
four-member Indian delegation
from Tripura including two
state ministers and Chakma
refugee leaders, is expected to
visit the Chittagong Hill Tracts
March 14 to see the condition

of the repatriated tribal refu-
LS,
An official source says, the

visit ol this delegation is aimed
at restarting the third phase of
Chakma refugee repatriation
from Tripura.

Officials here said the dele-
gation is expecied to include
Food Minister Keshab Majum-
dar and Sports Minister Jee-
ten Chakrabarti of Tripura.

The delegation will visit
Ramgarh. Dighinala and Pan-
chhari of Khagrachhari district
and different areas of Ranga-

/mati district.

The delegation is also ex
See Page 12 Col 7
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SERVICE MONTH.

Head Office :

If you are already a NBL customer that’s
O.K. If not, open an account with us
today and discover what we mean.

Contact your nearest NBL Branch for details. |

National Bank Limited

A Bank for performance with potential

18, Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000, Bangl

Telephone : 243081 -5, Telex . 642791 NBL HO BJ, Fax : 880-2-863277 t
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NBL observes |

Customer Service Month

11th March to 10th April *95

Service and NBL are synonymous. Our
meticulous service to the customers has

given us a unique position among the
private sector banks in Bangladesh. We
are continuously striving to improve our
standard of service. To project what we

amm to offer to our customers in future
we have taken uwp a CUSTOMER

proposal

(] Concessional rate of commission on
remittance during customer service !

month.

ff;’/J}(/d/f {} 7 ?{

Yes, we mean :

O Instant cash of cheque

O Prompt remittance service

0 Same day L/C Advise

O Quick disposal of advance/loan

And many more.
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